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Preface. 


It  is  tlio  ])urp()se  of  the  Now  Loiulon  Comity  Historical  iSor-iety 
to  publisli,  from  tiiiio  to  tinio,  piqxis  (li;it  h;ive  been  read  before 
the  Society,  docunieiits  and  rc;i'ords  tliat  come  inio  its  i)oses>ion, 
2)a])ers  of  liistorical  import,  and  jiersonal  reminiscence.  It  will  he 
the  aim  of  theSociet\'  to  have  these  publications  uiiform  in  size,  that 
they  may  Ije  bound  toyethej',  and  to  endjracc  the  incidents  and 
reminiscence  of  all  sections  of  the  county.  While  this  first  issue 
is,  of  necessity,  largely  devoted  to  the  previous  yeai's  and  mend)er- 
shij)  of  the  Society,  it  is  hoped  that  enough  of  interct-t  outside  of 
this  subject  has  been  embraced,  to  give  the  l)0()k  pennanent  value. 
In  all  iia]>ers,  s\U'h  as  the  poems  of  ]\Ii.ss  Cau]kin>,  the  i)aper  of 
I\Ir.  Bacon,  and  the  ^Memoir  of  Capt.  Law,  great  care  to  give  the 
laiij^uage  of  the  author  has  been  folk)\ve>l,  as  this  leaves  with  the 
reader,  a  better  understanding  of  the  writers'  thought    and  style. 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  annual  meeting-  of  the  New  London  County  Historical 
Society  was  held  in  the  Society's  room,  City  Hall  building,  New 
London,  Connecticut,  September  G,  1880. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  11  a.  m.  by  tlie  President, 
the  Hon.  Charles  A.  M'illiams.  The  minutes  of  tho  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The   report  of  the  Secretary  was  then  called   for.  and  was  as 

follows: 

SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

lifr.  Preddeiit  and  Gentlemen,  J\fembers  offJie  Historical  Societij:— 
Your  Secretary  is  happy  to  rejjort  that  the  affairs  of  the  S»)ciety, 
both  tiuancially,  and  as  regards  membership,  are  in  a  nuicli  better 
condition  than  they  have  been  for  several  years.  The  debts  that 
had  been  incurred  for  rent  and  printing  previous  to  the  present 
Secretary's  term  of  otlice,  have  l)een  i>aid,  and  the  list  of  members, 
which  numbered  but  fifteen  at  that  time,  was,  during  the  last 
year,  increased  to  seventy-one. 

Another  pleasing  featur*  in  the  history  of  the  Society  for  the 
past  year,  should  be  noticed.  It  is  known  that  our  Society  has, 
during  its  existence,  received  many  publications  from  kindred 
associations.  Returns  have  heen  made  in  such  manner  a>  the 
secretary  holding  otlice  at  the  time,  could  devise  means  for,  but 
they  have  been  the  result  of  private  publication,  and  did  not  ade- 
quately represent  the  Society.  During  the  year  just  closed,  how- 
ever, the  two  addresses  read  before  the  Society,  that  is,  the 
memorial  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Woolsey  Bacon,  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
J.  Hill;  and  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Leffinj^'well  Shipman, 
by  the  Rev.  William  B.  Clarke,  have  been  puhlishcl,  and  ci  pies 
sent  to  all  Societies  that  have  favored  uh  with  their  publico* ions. 
The  Secretary  was  also  allowed  copies  of  the  history  of  the  Major 
.John  Mason  Statue,  to  dibtribute  in  a  like  manner,  and  these  have 


brought  innny  cunliul  greetiiif-'s  lr<>Mi  our  n.ssociiifeH  in  hihtorical 
work,  and  also  a  number  of  boDks  and  pamphlets  of  hiHtoric  value, 
in  return.  Piii)crH,  both  in  and  out  of  thoStiito,  have  callc»l  atten- 
tion to  our  publicationH  durinj^'  tlio  yoar  just  eloKed,  and  in  an 
editorial,  Tlie  Hnrtlbrd  J'ost  Iihh  kindly  f,Mvon  our  Socirty  the 
praise  of  havinf(  pui)liHlH;d  threo  of  tlie  nioht  valuable  punijdilets 
issued  by  Historical  Socii'1i(;K  duriu^'  the  yeiir. 

Yonr  Secretary  would  also  rf'])ort  the  Huccesaful  issue  of  the 
Society's  endeavor  to  mark  the  i*(;(iuot  Hill  battle  sitt^  with  an 
ajipropriate  nieiuoiial.  A  tine  bronze  statue,  standinir  on  a  granitf- 
pedestal,  was  unveiled  there  on  the  2<lth  of  last  .June.  As  the 
Society  Avas  lar^^cly  instrumental  in  the  work,  appointing  tlie  com- 
mittee that  procured  the  potleslal  and  selected  the  site  of  the 
memorial,  and  also  presenting  the  names  of  the  Commissionerh 
selected  to  see  the  matter  accomplished,  it  is  but  just  that  it 
should  take  pride  in  the  result.  The  Committee  apjjoiuted  to 
obtain  funds  and  procure  a  pedestal  did  their  work  promjitly  and 
thoroughly,  and  showed  a  tine  appreciation  in  the  construction  of 
the  s;ime.  The  Committee  appointed  to  select  the  site  were  very 
happy  in  their  selection,  and  the  work  of  the  Commission,  both  in 
the  matter  of  the  statue,  and  of  the  unveiling  ceremonies,  was 
such  as  to  make  the  Society's  share  in  the  proceedings  a  subject  of 
pride  and  congratulation.  To  perpetuate,  by  suitable  memorials, 
the  historic  events  of  the  vicinity,  is  one  of  the  duties  of  our 
Society,  and  the  memorial  on  Pecpiot  Hill  wdl  tittingly  show  that 
Ave  are  not  remiss  in  this,  either  to  our  State,  or  to  our  locality. 

The  prospect  of  permanent  ipnirters  in  the  public  library 
building  now  in  course  of  construction,  is  one  that  all  memliers  of 
the  Society  are  pleased  to  contemplate.  With  a  settled  home,  the 
prosperity  of  the  Society  Avill  he  assured.  The  Secretary  has 
already  received  promises  of  interesting  additions  to  the  Society's 
property,  both  in  historic  mementoes  and  books,  as  soon  as  it  is 
located  in  its  new  home,  and  he  feels  sure  tlnit  the  membership 
will  be  greatly  increased  when  a  permanent  abiding  place  gives 
the  Society  that  claim  to  a  future  Avhich  its  previous  unsatisfactory 
cpuuters  did  not  possess. 

Your  Secretary  is  happy  to  report  that  no  loss  by  death  has 
come  to  the  Society  during  the  year. 

The  gifts  to  the  Society,  Avhile  not  so  numerous,  have  br>en 
cpiite  valuable.  We  have  received  from  the  Tresideut  tw.>  vtdtintps 
of  the  Documentary  History  of  America.  Messrs.  Wait  and 
Kussell  have  sent  the  annual  Congressional  publications;  from  the 
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State  librarian  we  have  roccivod  tlio  dilfeicut  pulilicatiouH  ()n\(:r<-d 
by  the  legislature,  and  we  liavo  also  received  piildicatioDH  fruiu  the 
New  York  Historical  S  )ciety,  ainl  tlio  Historical  Societies  of 
Oneida  county,  lUicn,  New  York;  Long  Islund.  linjoklyn,  N.  V.; 
Wyominii,  Wilk<'sl)!urf;,  Teuu.;  Soiitlieru  (J.ilil'ornia,  Los  Angrdes, 
(?al.;  Minni.sink,  J'ort  Jervis,  N.  Y.;  N'irginia,  Jvichniond,  Va.; 
California,  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  \e\v  Haven  (Jolony,  New  Haven, 
Conn.;  Buffalo,  \.  V.,  and  the  Western  ileserve  Historical  Society 
of  ('leveland,  Ohio. 

The  Society  has  also  received  hooks,  ])ictures,  pajx.-rs  and 
pamphlets  from  C.  ('.  (Jardner,  Rsq.,  of  St.  Louis;  Hon.  liubert  C. 
Winthrop,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  the  estate  of  the  late  .Mrs.  W.  H. 
Starr.  Also  jiifts  ol' a  like  nature  from  John  Iv  Dnrrmv,  Kscp,  and 
Dr.  L.  D.  ^lason. 

In  the  matter  of  the  volume  that  the  Society  contemplates 
publishing  the  material  is  nearly  ready  Among  the  j)apeis  that 
have  been  read  before  the  Society,  and  re(|uested  for  publication, 
are  ''Lhicas,  his  Life  and  Times,''  by  Dr.  Ashbcd  Woodward,  form- 
erly one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  Society;  "New  Loudon  in 
the  AVar  of  181  "J,''  by  Rev.  lulward  Woolsey  Bacon;  Historical 
eketch  of  the  tirst  church  establislu'd  in  New  London  county,  by 
the  Hon.  Uichard  A.  Wlieeler,  and  "Tiie  Mohegau  Land  C>jntro- 
ver.sy,  by  the  llev.  E.  10.  Bjardsley,  D.  1).  It  seems  fitting  that 
one  of  these  shoulil  appear  in  our  lirst  publication,  and  with  the 
constitiition  and  by-laws,  charter,  list  of  members  and  othcers, 
obituai'y  list,  a  sketch  of  the  Society's  history,  brief  l)iogra[)!iical 
sketches  of  the  Hon.  Lafavette  S.  Foster,  Dr.  Aslibel  Woodwai"d, 
Messrs.  ^\  11.  Starr  and  AV.  H.  Potter,  ami  a  catalogue  of  the  So- 
ciety's library,  would  make  an  interesting  and  valuable  work.  It 
would  seem  that  no  more  litting  time  than  the  i>resent,  when  the 
Society  is  about  to  locate  in  a  new  and  permanent  home,  could  be 
found  for  the  publication  of  such  a  volume. 

licHpectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  S.  Collier,  Secretary. 

The  Secretary's  repirt  was  aecepte.l,  and  un  motion  of  J. 
(Jeorge  Harris,  V.  S.  N.,  ordered  printed  in  a  newspaper  of  the  city. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  read.  It  showed  that  the 
receipts  of  the  Society  had  been  largely  increased  daring  the  last 
year,  and  that  the  outstanding  bills  were  less  than  eight  dollars, 
which,  as  the  aniuial  dues  had  not  been  collected,  would  soon  be 
paid.     The  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  on  tile. 


A  coinnmiiicntion  from  the  Invitation  Coinmittce  of  the  Ouil- 
ford  celel)i-ation,  two  huuflred  and  fiftietli  year  of  netth^inont, 
September  10,  18S!),  was  read,  invitiuj^  tlie  Society  to  i)arti(;i))ate 
in  the  event.  The  Hon.  Benjamin  Stark,  Viee-President,  and 
.John  J\Ic(xinley,  Esq.,  were  chosen  to  represent  tlje  Society  on  the 
occasion. 

New  members  were  proposed,  and  the  followinf,'  were  duly 
elected:  Samuel  T.  Adams,  Esq.,  Prof.  .].  K.  ]>ucklyn,  Wiliiani  K. 
Withey,  Esq.,  John  IMcGinley,  Esq.,  and  the  Ilev.  N.  T.  Allen.  The 
Hon.  H.  Wales  Lines,  Dr.  L.  D.  Mason  and  Dr.  A.  L.  ^lason  were 
elected  life  members. 

Major  John  "\V.  Crary,  of  Norwich,  reported  that  he  liad  re- 
ceived promises  of  menibersliip  from  several  residents  of  that  city, 
and  hoped  soon  to  present  more  than  pi-omises. 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  taken  up.  and  the  otlicers  of 
the  jirevious  year  were  uuaniuuni.sly  re-elected.  The  vacauies  in 
the  Advisory  (.-ommittee  were  filled  from  the  menil)ers  newly 
elected. 

Mr.  George  S.  Ifazard,  of  Buffalo,  an  honorary  mendjer  of  the 
Society,  and  present  at  the  meeting,  presented  the  Society  with  a 
tine  volume,  giving  the  history  of  the  new  Public  Library  build- 
ing of  Buffalo.  The  book  contained  many  handsome  j^lates.  Mr. 
Hazard  complimented  the  Society  on  its  growth  and  i)rt)spects, 
and  predicted  a  bright  future,  as  the  community  was  sure  to  be- 
come interested  in  so  Avorthy  an  institution. 

The  President  returned  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for  Mr. 
Hazard's  gift,  and  kind  remarks. 

The  proposed  volume  of  Society  Becords  was  discussed,  and 
it  was  decided  to  make  the  catalogue  of  the  Society's  possessions  a 
separate  volume,  and  the  first  annual  publication  of  the  Society,  a 
record  of  the  Society  since  its  incorporation,  to  be  accompanied 
with  papers  of  interest  suitable  for  such  a  publication.  The 
President  and  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Stark,  were  associated  with  the 
Secretary  as  a  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

Attest, 

Thos.  S  Com.ieh,  Secretary. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


LIKE. 

Elisha  A.  Packer,  Esq.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Kobert  A.  Packer,  Esq.,  Mavich  Clmnk,  Penn. 

Harry  E.  Packer,  Esq.,  ]\Iauch  Chunk,  Peuii. 

Elislia  Turner,  Esq.,  Toniugton,  Conn. 

Hon.  Henry  IJill,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Frederick  B\\],  Es(j.,  Groton,  (/Onn. 

IVfrs.  Mary  A.  Dickenson,  New  London,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  I'erkins,  New  London,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Richard  H.  Chapell,   New  London,  (.'onn. 

Hon.  Erancis  \>   Looniis,  New  London,  Conn. 

Hon.  Jonathan  N.  Harris,  New  London,  Conn. 

Charles  Barns,  Esq.,  New  London,  Conn. 

Frederick  !S.  Newcoiub,  Esq.,  New  London,  Conu. 

Hon.  Charles  Augustus  \\'illianis,  >;ew  London,  Conn. 

John  .L  Copp,  Es(].,  Groton,  Conn. 

Abiel  W.  Nelson,  M.  1).,  New  London,  Conn. 

Judge  George  W.  Ooddard,  New  London,  Conn. 

Hon.  Richard  A.  ^^'heeler,  Stonington,  Conn. 

Hon.  H.  AVales  Lines,  ]Meriden,  Conn. 

Dr.  Amos  liawrcnce  Mason,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  Lewis  D  IMason,  ]3rut)klyn,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  N.  D.  ISliipman,  Harttbrd,  Conn. 

Junies  Allen,  Esq.,  Montville,  ('onn. 

ANNUAL. 

Rev.  N.  T.  Allen,  Groton,  Conn. 

Samuel  T.  Adam.s,  Esc].,  New  Loudon,  Conu. 

Benjamiu  A.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  New  London,  (.^onn. 

Wilham  Astheimer,  Esq,,  New  London,  Conn. 

Mrs.  INIary  Aiken,  New  Loudon,  Conn. 

R.  W.  Browne,  New  London,  Conu. 

Henry  K.  Bond,  Esq.,  New  London,  Conn. 

A.  J,  Bentley,  Esq.,  New  Tjondon,  Conn. 

Hon.  Nathau  Belcher,  New  London,  Conn. 
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K.  I'ai  k  l5ocl{\vitli,  Rscj.,  New  London,  form. 

K.  N.  ]J(^lileii,  l'^s([.,  New  Ijoniloii,  Ocjud. 

(Jen.  (ico.  AV.  IJentley,  New  London,  (Jcnm. 

rrof.  .1.  K.  liiiclclyn,  IM^slic  I'lid^e,  Conn. 

Dr.  FiiuifiH  N.  Lraniiin,  New  London,  Conn. 

Dr.  (t.  ^I.  liiirber,   ]\[_\sli(;  ]Jrid^e,  Conn. 

Ledyard  ])ill,  I'-stj.,  I'uxton,  ^laws. 

C'liurh'H  AV.  IJiiller,  1'1k(|.,  New  London,  Conn. 

Maj   John  AV.  Crary,   N(>rwieli,  Conn. 

^^aj.  A\'illiani  H.  II.  Coinstoclc,   New  Fvondon,  Conn. 

lion,  llobert  Coit,  New  London,  Conn. 

lieibert  L.  Crandall,  !Csq.,  Ne>Y  Tjondon,  Conii, 

\V.  II.  Cliaiuiian,  l-]^<].,  New  l.oiidon,  Conn, 

A.  H.  Cliajiix'll,  Mscj,  New  fjondon,  Conn. 

Horace  Coit,  1''h(|.,   New  London,  Conn. 

J.  I.awroK'e  Chew,  Lscj.,  New  LoiKhm,  Conn. 

•Tames  .1.  Chirk,  V.Hq.,  New  ^'ork,  N.  Y. 

\Villiani  S.  Chappell,  Ksij.,  New  JA)ndi)n,  Conn. 

Mrs.  llaniudi  S.  Cha)  pell,  N\;w  London,  Ci.nn, 

Thomas  S.  Collier,  New  L(jiidon,  Conn. 

]Mrs.  Aniiie  C.  Collier,  New  Ijondon,  Conn. 

Horace  Clift,  Ls(] ,  INIystic  Kiver,  Conn. 

"Walter  C.  Caily,  Esq.,  New  London,  Conn, 

P.  C.  Dunford,  Ksq.,  New  London,  Conn. 

I'^iisha  \.  Dalnjll,  l"'s((..  New  London,  Conn. 

Frederick  Farnsworth,  'SI.  D.,  New  London,  Conn. 

.laims  v..  (lodih'irtl,  l''s(i..  New  London,  Conn. 

Cuitiss  C.  (lardiner,  Ksc].,   M.  TajuIs,  ^Io. 

Miss  Clarion  A.  (ireene.  New  London,  Conn. 

•J.  (icor<;e  llariis,  U.  S.  N.,  Nashville,  'J'enn. 

Hiiam  I ).  Harris,  Esc^.,  New  Lon(h)n,  Conn. 

Cassins  I''.  Harris,  Es({.,  New  London,  Conn. 

Flank  Hawkins,  ICscj.,  New  London,  Conn. 

l\ev.  Cliiis.  .1.  Hill,  Stoninjfton,  Conn, 

William  A.  Holt,  Escp,  New  London,  Conn. 

Ed.  S.  .lohnson,  I'>s([.,  New  London,  Conn. 

Chas.  ]}.  Jennin;^s,  Es([.,  New  London,  Conn. 

.Milton  P.  .lolmson,  Escp,  New  London,  C'oun, 

Eev.  J.  Gibson  .lohnsou,  ]).  I).,  New  London,  Conn. 

Hon.  H.  AV.  Kingsley,  Norwich,  Conn. 

C.  Tyler  Lanjjhere,  I'^stp,    N<!W  L(.)ndon,   Conn. 

Joshna  C.  Learned,  lvs([.,  New  Loudon,  Conu. 


Wiilt(!r  1  j(,'ariie«l,  l''s(j.,  Xew  Ijoiidoii,  Conn. 

MiH.  Lora  ('.  Ti(.'anKMl,  New  London,  Conn. 

Miws  (ji'acc  y[.  liearnod,  New  Jjondon,  ('onn. 

Miss  A.  I{.  ]joc1vWoo(1,  New  London;  (Unm. 

Miss  Harriet  [j.  Fiockwood,  New  liOndcjn,  Conn. 

Miss  iNIary  .).  Lockwood,  New  f>ondon,  Conn. 

Aliss  .Mary  F.  Minei'.  New  London,  (yonn. 

Mrs.  Betsy  ('.  jNIcI'lwen,  New  London,  Conn. 

John  ]\[c(iinlcy,  Escj.,  New  London.  Conn. 

^h's.  Constance  S.  Mead,  New  London,  Conn. 
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Ira  H.  Pahuer,  K»([.,  Stonington,  Conn. 

Elislia  IL  Pahuor,  ^rontviUe,  Cunn. 

.Miss  Catlujrine  I'-.  IJainey,  New  l^ondon,  Conn. 

Hon.  kilias  P    Kandall,  INFystic  Bridge,  Conn. 

IL  Alhjn  Sniitli,  P>rooklyn,  N.  V. 

^h's.  ^Nfiirian  li.  IT.  Stayner,   New  ijondon.  Conn. 

AV.  A\\  .Sliellield,  l'>s(| ,  New  London,  Conn. 
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ACT 


INCORPORATING- THE  NEW  LONDON  COUNT\ 


Historical  Society. 
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)!(:<(>lrftj    hi/   //i/s    Js.vr^;/(Wv  :  -Skc.   I.    TJiat   HoiiVY  P.  Haven, 
rliii.s.  .1,  ^rcCurcly,  Jiilin  W.  Stidinan,  Kicliiud  A.  WheeUir,  Leunieil 
Hibliard,  Jolm  T.    Wait,  .loliu    1'.    C    Matlier,   Aslihcl  Woodwai-a, 
Nalliaii  Beleliev,    William    H.    Putter,    S.    (J.   Willard.  Thouias   A. 
riark,  Isatic  .lolinsou,  witli    surli    oilier   jKasoiis   as  shall  be  associ- 
ated with  them  ami  their  sueeessors,  he,  aiul   the}'  hereby  arc  con- 
stituted   a   body    eorporate,    by    the   name    ot  "The    New  London 
rouidy  llistoi-ieal  Soi'iety,"  for  the  i)uii)ose  of  eollectiui^-,  preserv- 
iny  an<l  i)id)lishin--  histoiical  and   ^eneahj^ieal  matter  relatin-;  to 
the   early   settlement    and   sul)se([uent   history,   especially  of  New 
London  County,  and  incidentally   ot  other  portions  of  the  United 
States;  and  by  that  name  shall  have    perpetual  succession,  shall  be 
capable   of  suin<^-  and  liein^-  sued,    pleading  and  being  impleaded, 
uud  also  of  purchasing,   receiving,     holdiuii'  and  conveying    any 
estate,  real  or  personal  ;  may  have   a  common  seal,  and  the  same 
niav  change  at  pleasure  ;  may  estal)lish  such  rules  and  by-laws,  not 
eontrary  to  the  charter  or  the  laws  of  this  State,  as  they  may  from 
lime  to  time  deem  necessary  or  cimvenient,  relating  to  the  (jualifi- 
cations  and   admission    of  members,  the  times  and  jdaees  of  meet- 
ings, the  election  of  officers,  and  all  other  nuitters  connected  with 
the  objects,   membership   and   government    of    said    corpcuation  ; 
)ij-oi-i(li'(l  Imin'rar,   that  said  corporation    shall  not  hold  at  any  oTU> 
time,    real    estate,    the   annual    income    of  which    shall   exceed  five 
thousand  dollars. 
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Se(  .  2,  Aiv/  lie.  if  furOier  resij/i-i-d,  'I'li.it  said  corporation sliall 
meet  once  in  eaeli  year,  at  the  town  of  Now  London,  lor  flu- 
election  of  a  i)rcsi(lent,  secretary,  treiisiircr  an<l  kucIi  otlior  f»tH<'erH 
as  may  lie  designated  from  time  to  time-  l)y  llie  rides  and  by-laws 
of  said  cor])oration  ;  /irooided  hoicevev,  that  incase  of  a  failure  t<) 
bold  an  annual  meetiii<^'  to  elect  its  officers,  said  coj-poration  shall 
not  l]ieitl)y  l)e  dissolved;  bnt  the  fiHicers  of  said  corporation 
may  and  sliall  continue  to  exercise  the  i)Owers  and  duties  of  their 
s(-veral  otiices  until  others  shall  he  duly  appointed  in  their  stead. 

Sec.  '6.  And  he  if  farther  resolred,  That  the  first  mectinjz  t)f 
said  corporation  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  jthice  in  the  town 
of  Xew  Loudon  as  shall  be  desij^niated  l)y  Henry  i\  Haven,  notice- 
thereof  beinj^  i)reviously  {^'iven  in  a  newspaper  print(;d  in  said  Xew 
London  ;  pruridcd  hoicccer,  that  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  be  re- 
voked ov  altered  at  the  pleasure  of  the  general  asseuddy. 

Appioved  July  (!th,  1870. 
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BY-LAWS. 

(as    ADOi'TKiJ    i;v    Tin:    sm.ii.TV.) 


MEMBKUS     AND     OFFICERS. 
Article  1.     A   Presideiit,    tlivee    Vice  Presidents,     Socretiirv, 
Troasurev  .•in<l   an   Advisory   Coinmittee  of  nnt  less  than  teu  mem- 
bers, shall  be  atmually  clioseu  on  the  (Itli  ol'  Scptemb.  r. 

Artiele  "J.  These  oiKeers  shall  to-ether  t-oustitute  a  I'.oar.l  ..f 
Directors,  who  shall  have  char<,'e  ot  the  collections  made  by  the 
Society,  shall  provide  regulations  for  their  safety,  proper  use,  and 
shall  prt^pare  business  for  the  rej^niUir  meetings  of  the  Society. 

Article  ;5.  Any  person  may  become  a  life  member  of  tlie 
Society  by  the  payment  of  ten  (Jollars,  or  au  annual  m(nd)er  by 
the  payment  of  one  dollar. 

Article  4.  T.ife  meml)ers,  wherever  resident,  and  annual 
mendx'r>  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of  New  London, 
shall  alone  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  meetings  of  tlie  Society;  and 
the  term  ol  all  annual  membership  shall  expire  with  the  annual 
meeting  next  after  subseriptions  are  paid. 

Article  b.  Honorary  members  may  he  chosen  by  ballot  at  a 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  at  which  not  less  than  ten  members 
are  present,  upon  nomination  of  the  Directors  ;  provided,  such 
nominations  shall  have  been  made  at  a  previous  regular  meetin-. 
They  shall  consist  of  persons  residing  out  of  the  county  of  New 
London,  who  may  be  distinguished  for  imr.oitant  public  service  to 
the  cause  of  historic  investigation  and  general  literature. 

Article  (i.  The  I'resideiit  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Society  and  of  the  Directors,  shall  call,  by  himself  or  the  Secretary, 
special  luc^etings,  when  recpiired  l)y  live  members,  and  shall  deliver 
or  make  provision  for  an  address  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Article  7.  The  Secretary  shall  have  custody  of  the  tiles,  rec- 
ords and  seal  of  the  Society,  and  shall  keep  an  acc-urate  journal  of 
its  proceedings,  and  also  of  the  proceedings  ..f  the  Directors,  r-nd 
shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Society 

Article  8.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  fees  for  member- 
ship,   and   all   other  moneys  due,   and  all  donations    or  bequests 


I         ! 


l   .',  tff  .7 


II 


of  money  made  to  the  Society  ;  slmll  pay  any  hucIi  accounts 
(IS  ijiay  Ik)  aiJproved  Ly  the  tlirectorH  of  the  Society,  and 
Kliall,  at  the  annual  meetiiif,',  render  a  miinite  ntatenient  of  his  re- 
ceipts and  disl)ui-senients,  and  of  the  property  and  debts  of  the 
Society,  whiidi  .statement  sliall  be  examined  and  audited  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  at  such  meeting'  for  that  purpose. 

Article  U.  The  Directorn  may  appoint  a  Librarian  and  Cur- 
ator, who  shall,  under  their  supervision,  arian«,'e,  protect  and  cat- 
alogue all  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts  and  otlier  articles  de- 
posited in  the  rooms  of  the  society;  and  shall,  before  every  annual 
meeting,  make  a  lull  report  to  the  board  of  the  condition  of  the 
library  and  collection. 

Article  10.  The  Directors  shall  provide  for  the  reading  of  one 
or  m(n-e  papers  upon  historical  subjects  at  each  regular  nieetin--  of 
the  Society;  or  for  the  delivery  (jf  a  hi.storical  lecture  — the  manu- 
scripts of  which,  with  the  consent  of  the  authors,  sh;dl  !)(.■  owncil 
and  i»reservedby  the  Society. 

Article  11.  Ccnniuittees  on  the  various  dei)artments  of  the 
action  of  ihe  Society  may  be  ai)pointed  by  the  Directors  to  report, 
as  the  Board  nuiy  from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

MEETINCJH. 

Article  12.  'J'he  Society  may  hold  its  meetings  on  the  last 
!\ronday  evening  of  each  alternate  mouth,  and  at  such  other  timcH 
as  the  Dii'cctors  nniy  aj»point. 

Article  l;;.  The  J)ireetors  may  meet  on  the  last  Momhiy  eve- 
ning of  each  alternate  month,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the 
I'lesidcnl  may  sjiccify;  and  live  shall  (Constitute  a  cpiorum. 

Article  1  I.  Notice  of  the  animal  meeting  of  the  Sociefv  shall 
be  given  in  one  or  more  iiublic  j)iiiits;  and  in  all  nieetiiiu^s  didv 
called  and  notilied,  ten  nu'uibers  shall  be  a  quorum  lor  the  tr.ans- 
action  of  any  business. 

Ait;ile  1.").  The  order  of  i)roL"eedings  at  meetings  of  the  So- 
ciety shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  To  i-ead  ihe  min\ites  of  the  i)receding  meeting. 

"J.  To  rej)ort  donations. 

'■}.  To  read  letters  received  in  corres])ondence. 

I.  Ti)  attend  to  unfinished  business. 

f).  'J'o  receive  written  comniunications  or  lecturcM. 

(!.  To  receive  verbal  communications. 

7.  To  transa<-t  njiscellaneous  business. 
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DONATIONS  AND  DEPOSITS. 

Aiiiclc  K").  All  (lonutioiiH  to  tlie  Society  and  depositH  with  th<! 
Haine,  bliull  be  entered  in  u  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  r<,-- 
ported  to  the  next  roji;iilar  nieetin<f  of  the  Society,  and  proper 
written  uckuowh^dginents  shall  l>e  made  thoreffjr. 

Article  17.  'riie  collectiouH  made  by  the  Society  sliall  never 
]}0  broken  up  by  sale  nor  division  anion^'  the  members,  noi"  shall 
they  ever  be  removed  from  New  Ii(;ndon;  nor  shall  any  article  be 
exchan<jfed  or  dis})osed  of  except  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  di- 
rectors or  by  the  consent  of  the  donors. 

Article  18.  No  person  shall  take  from  the  Historical  room.s  (jr 
custody  of  the  Society  any  book,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  or  other 
article  belongin<^  to,  or  placed  in  the  keei)in;^  of  the  Society  un- 
less on  the  ap})roval  or  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  advisory  com- 
mittee, provided  the  right  of  any  i)erson  makin<^  a  temporary  loan 
of  such  articles  for  safe  keepinj^"  shall  not  l)e  atl'eeted  by  this  by- 
law. 

Article  18.  Any  alteration  of  these  By-Laws  may  be  nnide  at 
a  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  such  alteration  having  been  pro- 
posed at  a  previous  ineetiag  or  by  the  directors. 
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'riie  act  iiicDipuratinjj^  tlie  Xew  Loiuloii  County  Ilistoi-icjil 
Society  Avas  api)ioviHl  .luly  (Itli,  1870,  ami  the  first  incf-tiii;,'  of  tlie 
t'oi}M)r:it()rs  iiaiiiril  in  tin;  ac-t,  took  jihico  Octolicr  ITtli,  isTl.  Tlic 
act  was  aiH-epteil,  aiul  a  comniittce  of  live,  (•onsih;tin<4'  of  the  ilon. 
LaFayetle  S.  Toster,  Hon.  Joliii  P.  ('.  IMatlier,  Hon.  .lolin  \V. 
Sttdniau,  lion.  Ricliard  A.  Wlieeler  and  Ahhln'l  Wcjodward.  ."M.  !>., 
was  appointed  to  draft  liy-hiws. 

The  conmiiltee  reported,  and  tlie  report  ^vas  accei)te<l,  the 
pro[)er  otKci'rs  chosen,  and  the  Xew  fiondou  (Juunty  Hi.st'jrical 
Society  \vas  a  fact  in  tlie  community. 

While  no  prochunation  of  its  projiosed  woik  was  put  forth, 
tlie  purpose  of  the  Society,  and  the  reason  for  its  incoiporation, 
were  evident  to  most  of  the  older  meml)ers  of  the  comnninity,  luit 
as  they  may  not  be  so  Avell  \inderstood  l)y  those  v,ho  hud  no 
knowlcilj^t'  of  the  discussion  from  which  the  Society  grew,  it  may 
he  well  lo  slate  them  hei<.'. 

The  main  work  of  the  Society  is  to  gather  and  preserve  all  ol>- 
jects  and  reccjrds  having  historieal  interest.  The  value  of  the  ])a- 
pers,  hooks,  documents  and  lik^;  records  scattered  about  the  coun- 
try, stiaod  in  garrets,  or  t)tlicr  outof-the-way  2>hices  of  deposit,  is 
inestimable,  'i'hc  historian  t)f  a  locality,  section,  or  eountry,  ij-i 
olten  hanijiered  because  he  cannot  command  the  une  of  pa]>ers 
lying  hid  in  these  cob-web  shrouded  recci^tacles-  Often  they  are 
destroyed,  because  their  value  is  not  recognized  by  tlie  person 
who  brings  them  forth  from  their  resting  place.  To  jdace  these 
in  a  position  of  safety  and  usefulness,  is  the  great  ttbject  of  the 
Society. 

Another  worthy  duty,  is  that  of  determining  and  marking  the 
sites  of  historic  actions,  and  no  part  of  the  country  is  richer  in 
these  })laces,  than  Xew  London  eounty. 

The  collection  of  a  useful  Historical  Library,  the  gathenfig  of 
arclueological    renniins,  and    of   objects    of    interest,  such  as  arms. 
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rclicH,  objects  of  lioiiseliold    use;    now    ol>s()l(;ti',   portraits,  and  tlic 
like,  wore  also  parts  of  tlie  Society's  desires. 

Fortiiuatel}',  the  Society  was  blesseil  in  its  nicinljcrs,  many  of 
whom  were  well-know  ii  historical  sdiolais.  Its  tirst  President,  the 
Hon.  LaFayette  S.  Foster,  needs  no  iiitroduclicHi  to  the  cum- 
nuaiity,  or  the  nation.  Other  niend)ers,  like  the  Hon.  John  V.  C 
Mather,  l>r.  Ashlte  Woodward,  Hon.  I'vichaid  \.  Wheeler,  Hon. 
David  A.  Wells  and  the  Kev.  'i'homas  Letlin^'well  Shipnuai,  j)Os- 
se.ssed  reputations  that  e.vtended  beyond  the  state. 

The  yreat  need  of  the  Society  was  a  ti  \ed  abode,  and  this  is  at 
last  at  its  command.  In  its  new  home,  whi(di  is  des(,-ril)ed  and 
pictured  in  another  part  of  this  volume,  the  Society  will  be  better 
fitted  to  r(.'ceive,  and  preserve  the  memorials,  books  and  j)apers  of 
which  it  is  tlie  pro])er  cust(jdian,  than  it  has  hen;tol'oie  been,  and 
it  should  be  yenerously  dealt  with  in  this  respect. 

After  its  or^^'anization,  the  Society  was  soon  in  Wnrkin^^  order, 
and  began  commemorating,'  such  acts  of  the  past,  as  seemed  woithy 
of  notice.  Addrcs.ses  on  ditVcrent  historical  events  were  made  by 
those  best  suited  to  do  this;  disputed  points  iu  the  early  town  and 
church  histories  were  studied  out,  and  made  clear,  and  the  Cen- 
tennial celebration  of  the  [Jattle  on  (iroton  Heights,  and  the  15uru- 
ing  of  New  London,  was  made  the  subject  of  solicitation  and  ad- 
vancement. 

"While  this  was  in  hand,  the  site  of  the  Pcquot  Fort,  wliere 
Major  Joijn  Mason  annihilated  the  power  of  that  pmverful  trilie. 
was  brought  up,  and  after  some  years,  detinitel}  located. 

A  memorial  to  mark  the  spot,  was  next  an  object  of  solicitude, 
and  though  some  time  passed  before  this  was  acc<anplislied,  it  was 
not  lost  sight  of,  nor  allowed  to  rest  till  carried  to  a  successful 
conclusion. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  the  Society  that  during  its  early  days, 
it  met  the  loss  of  such  earnest  helpers  and  able  men  as  the  Hon. 
LaFayette  S.  Foster,  Hon.  Henry  P.  Haven,  Dr.  Ashbel  Woodward, 
Kev.  Thomas  Letfingwcll  Shiimian,  Hon.  William  H.  Potter,  Hon. 
William  H.  Starr,  diaries  Allyn,  Fscj.,  and  others.  Their  loss  can- 
not be  made  u]^.  '^'^^^  ^s  this  came  at  times  Avheu  the  Society  most 
needed  the  assistance  of  their  Avork  and  counsels,  the  disadvan- 
tage was  often  discouraging. 

The  organization  was  retained,  however,  and  the  work  canied 
on,  and  the  Society  now  shows  a  better  standing  both  financially, 
and  in  its  membership  list,  than  it  has  for  many  years. 
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It  deserves,  and  slioukl  receive,  the  Hiip])ort  of  every  citizen 
who  holds  luH  native  place  in  estoem  and  rcverou-e,  for  to  pre- 
serve tlie  liistory  of  the  dilVerent  towns  of  tlio  county,  to  coninieni- 
orate  the  deeds  of  its  citizen,  and  to  mark  eacli  histo)-ic  locahty  witli 
a  fitting  memorial,  is  its  njission.  To  accon)])]i.sli  tliis,  the  heljj  <i\' 
all  citizens  is  indispensable,  and  it  needs  Init  tliis  to  make  thii  fu- 
ture of  the  Society  even  more  useful  than  its  piist,  successful  as  this 
has  been,  when  the  disadvantages  it  has  met  and  overcome  are  con- 
sidered. 


LIST   OF   OFFICERS, 

I'UOM  TUK  OUOANIZATION  OF  THE    SOCn:TY    'I'O  TUK  I'UF.SKNT  TIMF. 

PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  LaFayette  S.  Foster,  of   Norwich,  1871-1S80 

Hon.  David  A.  Wells,  of  Norwich,  lSs(i-l8S2 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Williams,  of  New  London,  I  S80 

VICE  riiESI DENTS. 

floii.  Oharles  .J.  :\lc('ur(ly,  of  Lyme,  Is71-!SS0 

Dr.  Ashbel  Woodward,  .^[.  !>.,  of  Franklin,  1ST1-1SS(; 
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J.  (ieoi-^i!  Harris,  U.  S.  N.,  of  (Iroton,  LSS()-1SS4 

Hon.  Henry  Dill,  of  Norwich,  1>S4 

lion.  l)cnj:imin  .Stark,  of  Nttw  London,  ISSli 

•lames  ( i  liswold,  l']^(|.,  of    i,yme,  iS^C.-lssT 

Hon.   WiHi;im  A    Slatrr,  of  Xorwirh,  1^<S7 

SEf'IlKTAKlKS. 

lion.  John  P.  C.  :\ratlier,  of  New  l.ondon,  1S7MS74 

lion.  AVilliam  H.  Starr,  of  New  Londt)n,  Is71-|s84 

('liiirlcs  -Vllyii,  Mscj.,  of  New  I.onlon,  l>S8l-l8S)i 
Tlu)inas  S.  Collier,  H.  S.  \.,oi'Ncsv  London,  18s() 
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William  H.  T\owt',  l]s(i.,  of    New  London,  1STI-I8S4 

Charles  D.  Ware,  l"'sq.,  of  New  London,  1881 


19 


; 


LIST    OF    MEMBERS, 

FUOM    1871     TO    THK    I'llKSENT    TIME. 


LIFE. 

Allyn  James.,  of  Montville,  Conn. 

Bill  Uenrj,  of  Norwicli,  Conn. 

liili  Frederick,  of  Oroton,   Conn. 

Barns  Charles,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Chapell  Mrs.  Richard  H.,  of  New  Loudon,  Conn. 

Copp  John  J.,  of  (rrotou,  Conn. 

Dickenson  AVilliam,  U.  8.  A.,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Dickenson  Mrs.  ^laiy  A.,  o(  New  London,  Conn. 

(loddard  G.  W.,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Harris  Jonathan  N.,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Lines  H.  Wales,  of  Meriden,  Conn. 

iMuson  Amos  Lawrence,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mason  Lewis  D.,  of  Boston,  ]\Ia.ss. 

Xewconib,  Frederick  S.,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Nelson  Abiel  W.,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Packer  Asa,  of  ^Mauch  Chunk,  Penn. 

Packer  Llisha  A.,  of  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Packer  Robert  A.,  of  .Mauch  Chunk,  Penn. 

Packer  Henry  W.,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn. 

Perkins  Mrs.  Frank  A.,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

Shipnuin  Nathaniel,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

Turner  Klisha,  of  Torrington,  Conn. 

Williams  Charles  A.,  of  New  Loudon,  Conn. 

Wheeler  Richard  A.,  of  Stonington,  Conu. 
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ANNUAL. 


M.T\'  LONDON. 

Allyii  Charles, 
All}'!!  IjCMiisa  S., 
Allyn  'Jlieophilus  'M., 
Astheinu'!-  \Villia!ri, 
Aiiijstro!!;^'  15.  A., 
Ail^eii  'Slvs.  ]\ra!-y, 
Bolles  -Toll!!  lioj.,'-ers, 
Beckwitli  Ct)uitla!icl, 
Beckwitli  E.  Park, 
Becl<with  Jaso!i, 
Belclier  Nathan, 
B.'lclier  ^VilHam, 
Boss  Chiirlos  1)., 
Boss  (']!arles  D.  Jr.. 
Boss  Robert  P., 
Butler  Charles  W., 
Barns  \\'illiain  II., 
Helde!!  Bi chard  N., 
Bnel  Ahcl  P., 
Bo!id  Hei!i-y  R., 
Burbeck  Miss  Lucy  E, 
Beiija!niu  Willia!u  P., 
Brii!!iau  Francis  N., 
Bishop  Gilbert 
B!'()W!i  Israel  F., 
B!T)\vn  H.  A., 
Browne  Pvichard  W., 
Bacon  llev.  Edward  W., 
]}entk'y  A.  ,1., 
Bentley  G.  W., 
]5arker  Lewis  E., 
Co!igdo!i  .lo.sepliB., 
Chancy  Pdal, 
Cliapiua!!  AVillia!!!  H., 
Chajjuian  Nathaniel, 
Chapman  Dudley  B., 
CheAv  J.  Lawrence, 
Co!nBtock  AVillia!n  H.  H. 


Comstock  Chi-istopher  (,'., 
Carroll  Tho!nas  Uyan, 
Coit  Alf!ed, 
Coit  Puibert, 

Coit    lIcHilCC, 

('ha])pell  William  S., 
Chappcll  Frank  If., 
Chappell  Alfred  II., 
Cha])2)ell  ]\l!-s.  lla!i!iah  S. 
Chappell  Hiram  F., 
Chapell  IvichardH., 
('hapel  (ieorge, 
Carter  C.  ^V., 
Caulkins  I)a!iiel, 
Clark  Leverett  D., 
Culver  Christopher  C, 
Crump  John  (J., 
Collier  Thomas  S., 
(/ollier  ]\Irs.  Annie  C, 
Cady  Walter  C, 
Crandall  llerV)ert  L., 
Daggett  Rev.  Oliver  W., 
Douglass  Joseph  C, 
Darrow  John  E.,  Jr., 
Diir!Ow  John  Emersou, 
Danfoith  .)t)hn, 
Dal).)ll  Elisha   v., 
DabuU  Charles  :\I.. 
Daboll  Timothy  S., 
Daboll  (Jeorge  S., 
Dcnnison  John  L., 
Duff  Rev.  Robert  M., 
Farns worth  Frederick, 
Field  Rev.  'I'homas  P. 
Fitch  James  .Jr., 
Freeman  Richard  P., 
Fulk-r  Newton. 
Goddard  J;i!iies  E., 
Goddard  Juliette  R., 
Gardner  N.  L, 
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( I  race  .lolin, 

(Jreeno  MisH  l\riirioii  AniaiHlii, 
(laillard  \\'illiam  A. 
lleni})stea(l  Alfred, 
Hciui)8tead  Lyiiiau  1*., 
Ikiiipsted  Daniel  15., 
Hobart    Henry, 
llimtiiigtou  l)aui(!l  H., 
Hunting-  ]\[iss  >rary  ()., 
llovoy  riiilo  B. 
n.)lt  \villiaiu  A., 
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I  Hall  K.  S.. 

[  Harris  Cassias  F., 

Hawkins  Frank, 
Hayes  Robeit  S., 
llenfiold  John  Howard, 
Jennings  Charles  B., 
Jewell  Oliver  H., 
Johnston  VA.  S., 
.lolmson  llev.  J.  G  , 
Johnson  ^lilton  P., 
Lee  Daniel, 

Lawrence  Sebastian  W, 
Learned  Leonard  C  , 
Learned  Joshua  C, 
Learned  Walter, 
Learned  ^Irs.  Ijora  C, 
Learned  ^Lss  (I race  H. 
I>anphere  C.  Tyler, 
Li])i)itt  Andrew  C, 
Lewis  Leander, 
I,ockw()()d  ]\riss  ]\rary  J., 
Lockwood  ^liss  Adelaide  1\., 
Lockwood  ^liss  Harriet  L., 
Latham  Diiniel  D  , 
Miner  Charles  Henry, 
Miner  Sidney, 


Miner  ^liss  Mary  F., 
IMiner  Sidney  S., 
^Hner  I'rederick  K., 
Miner  'Slrn.  Lydia  B., 
:^^ather  John  P.  C, 
]\Ierrill  Ah;\ander, 
]\Iud^fe  Oliver  O., 
]\IcK\ven  Itev.  PuJiert, 
^rd'^wen  ]\[is.  Betsy  C, 
;Marsliall  CJeor^^e  T., 
Manwarinp;  Robert  A., 
Morgan  Elian  P., 
Meeker  (Jeorij:e  W., 
^loore  I'^zva, 
]\Ldiau  Biyau  F., 

^[itchell  Lewis, 
:\[itchell  Alfred, 

Moran  i\L  II., 

McGiuley  John, 

IMead  Mrs.  Constance  S., 

^[organ  (Jeorj,'e  S., 

Neweonib  James, 

Prince  Christopher, 

Potter  Franklin, 

Prentis  Adaui  F., 

Prentis  1-Al\vard, 

Preniis  I'Mward  Jr., 

Prentis  Charle.s, 

Prentis  John  A., 

Pratt  AVilliam  D., 

I'orter  Isaac  G., 

Potter  Thomas, 

Perkins  Thomas  W. 

For  kins  Nathaniel  S., 

Perkins  ]\riss  Jane  U., 

Palmt^r  Elisha  L., 

Palmer  I'rjink  L., 

Parnielee  F.  H. 

Peaboily  Mrs.  Maria  li., 

Kowe  William  H., 

Ruddock  1  )avid  S., 

Ro<Ters  Geor";e  P., 
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llicliards  Allen, 

Kaub  Joseph  L., 

llaiuey  !^^iss  Catherine  K., 

Starr  William  [[., 

Starr  (ieo)  ge  K., 

Starr  Joseph, 

Starr  CIkuIch  F., 

Starr  'Mm.  Mnv'm  V., 

SheparJ  Corthuul  I., 

Shepurd  JuliuH  T,, 

Shepartl  (Icorge  T., 

Smith  Seth. 

Smith  I"'zra  C, 

Smith  iJalph, 

Smith  Franklin  R., 

Siiiitli  Xalhan  D., 

Smith  Joseph, 

Short  Edwaril  C, 

Stark  lieiijainin. 

Stark  Wilham  M., 

Stroui;-  (lOoi'^H  Jr., 

Strony;  (leorye  C, 

StoU  i;iiarle.s  F., 

Sliertiold  W.  W., 

Saxtoii  William  H., 

Strickland  Cha.les  W., 

Stayuer  Yiis.  Marian  R.  II  , 

Tinker  iieorg^  F  , 

Thurston  Jk'iijamin  B., 

Tobey  AVilliam  M., 

Tate  Isaac  C, 

Tate  iKMjamin  II., 

Tuxbuiy  Warren  Y., 

Turner  John  C, 

Turner  ]\r  ss  Mary  J., 

Turner  Peter  ('., 

Tubbs  William  11., 

Thompson  Isaac  W, 

Thompsiui  Tliomas  O.. 

TaUor  Rev.  John  P., 

Tyler  A.  C, 

V^iets  Carl  .J,, 


Wheeler  I'val I Ji, 
"Warner  I'^irl, 
Waller  Thomas  M., 
Williams  Leander  It., 
AVilliams  Tliomas  W., 
Williams  Pelej,', 
Williams  Georf,'e  ]\I , 
Williams  (ieorj^e, 
Weaver  C.  i\rnold, 
AValker  Charles  AV., 
Ware  Charlew  B. 

NOUWICH. 

Arnies  Piev.  Hiram  P., 
Aiken  AV.  A., 
Biirnham  C.  A., 
Campbell  W  H.  II., 
Crary  John  W., 
Dart  Albert  G., 
Poster  LaFayette  S.. 
llalsey  Jej'emiah, 
Holbrook  S.  S., 
Harland  Edward, 
Huntiiiytiin  J.  L.  W., 
Jones  W .  A., 
Kinney  E.  C  , 
Laiiib  J.  G., 
Pratt  Georgia, 
Palmer  John  L., 
Ivipley  George  C, 
Starkweather  H.  H., 
Stedman  John  W., 
Tenny  Allen, 
Vickers  John  H., 
Wells  David  A., 
WaitJohnT. 

MYSTJO   KIVEK. 

Clift  Lemuel, 
Clift  Hiram; 
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Clifl  Horace, 
Oolites  Frank  A., 
IJrowii  Samuel  S., 
Deiinisoii  Diiuiel  W., 
Tetter  William  H., 
Packer  W.n-veu  ^Y., 
Kandall  Elias  P., 
!{atli\)nn  .1.  A. 

MYSTIC    IJItirxiK. 

liarber  0.  M., 
Bucklyn  J.  K. 

NOANK. 

Miuer  Orrin  P. 

OltOTON. 

Allen  Rev.  X.  T., 
Aiken  W.  S., 
Avery  Iv  I)., 
Harris  AV.  D. 

coi.cniiSTi'it. 
Willur.l  Kev.  S.  C., 
Wilhud  S.  V. 

.(i;\vi  TT  crrv. 
<  'ooley  .Idlin  ( !., 
•louts  \]i'\.   1  liUiLlin  < '.; 
Siiiilli  Aiulrcw  r>., 
\Villis  Ihuniuu  11., 
Won.lwai-a  Ashbcl. 
Wo.Mluar.l    i;i<-lianl  H. 

SIOMNIJTON. 

I5al)cock   (iiU's, 
Dennis. Ill  ^jiss  l-'laiiov  (' 
Hill  Key.  riias.  .1., 
i'aliiHT  Jia  L., 
Siantt'ii  Mi>s  Maria. 

ndSTON. 

Indies  \\  illiani  J'alnui". 


UUOOKLYN. 

Dolbeare  .T.  (i., 
FellowH  Cliarles  H., 
Fellows  Aljl)y, 
Sniilli  If.  Allen. 

NKW  YOUK. 

BollcH  .losliiia  A., 
Ik'ckwith   William  H., 
Clark  Jame.s  J., 
Turner  L.  (J. 

LYME. 

Caulkins  Daniel, 
(yhadwick  Daniel, 
Lee  Itiehard, 
McCurdy  C.  .1., 
Perkins  Joseph  (iriswold. 

SOUTH   COVENTKV, 

Huntington  Hev.  E.  li. 

MOXrVILLE. 

Allyn  .Tames, 
Balcer  Henry  A., 
Miner  .AFis    Lydia.J.  B„ 
Palmer  i:!isha  H. 

eiiicviiO. 
Starr  William  H. 

XI  '.  AKA. 

l>i\)\\  11  Thomas  N. 

nAirrroun. 
Woodward  P.  H. 

I'AXrON,     AIAS'i. 

IJill  Eedyaid. 

\vi;s'iiTi:i  I'.    MASS. 
Starr  Duil'ey. 

sr.    i.oi  IS. 
Canh'ner  ('.  C. 
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OBITUARY     LfST. 


LiFK  Mi:.Mi',i;i;s. 

Willium  Dickenson,  U.  8.  A.,  of   N(;\v  liundon,  (,'oiin. 
As;i  Pucker,  of  Miiucli  (Jliunk,  I'eiiii. 


ANNUAL 
Ni;W    I,()NJ)ON. 

Allyii  Cliiirlfs. 

IJeckwilh  Juson, 

J5;ii-ns  AVilliaiii  llenrv, 

Benjiiniin  AVilliiuu  Park', 

Bacon  Kev.  iMlward  W'oolsey, 

('oiintlon  .losepli  Pisliop, 

Clianey  Pial, 

Cliapnian  Xathaniel, 

(,'an'oll  Thomas  Pyan, 

Coit  Alfred, 

Chapell  Ivicliard  Haven, 

Daggett  Pev.  Oliver  l^lswortli, 

Douglass  -loseph  Cliapman, 

Darrow  John  E.  Jr. 

Danforth  John, 

Daboll  Tiniotliy  Smith, 

llohart  Henry, 

Hunting  Mary  Otis, 

Hallam  llev.  Uobert  Alexander, 

Harris  \\  illiam  W'., 

Hayes  Pobeit  S., 

Lee  Daniel, 

Learned  Leonard  Coit, 

Lip]ntt  Andrew  Clark, 

Miner  Sidney, 

IMiiier  Frederic  K., 

j\[cl<]\ven.  Rev.  PoLert, 

^[oore  l']zra, 

Prirnce  Cliristopher, 

Potter  Fraidclin, 

Prenlis  Adaui  Prink, 

Prentis  Charles, 

Pratt  ^Villiam  Dean, 

Potter  Thomas, 


.mi;.mi;kks. 

I'erkiiis  Thomas  \\'., 
Puddock   David  Scott, 
Starr  \\'illiam  Holt, 
Shepard  Coiirtlaiid  Isaac, 
She]^ard  Julius  'J'hatcher, 
Sh(q)ard  ( ieoi'ge  Trehy, 
Smith  Setli, 
Smitii  Ezra  Cliappoll, 
Thurston  Benjamin  B., 
Turner  Peter  C, 
^Villiams  Leander  Bussell. 

NOIiWK  n. 

Arnies  Pev.  Hiram  P  , 
Poster  Hon.  LaFayette  S., 
Pand>  J.  Cr., 
Pratt  ( ieorgo. 
Starkweather   11.  H, 

FliANKLlN. 

AVoodward  Ashbcd,  M.  D. 

COLCHKSTEIt. 

Willard  Pev.  Samuel  (1. 

.TEWKTT  crrv. 
Shipmau   Pev.  Thomas  L. 

MOXTVtLLE. 

Baker  Henry  A. 

CUOOKLYN. 

Dolltearo  J.  ( i  , 
Fellows  Charles  H. 
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MEMOIR 


i: 


Hon.  LaI'AYI'TTI';  S.  I^ostI'R, 


HKST  I'UESIDENT   OF   THE    NEW    LONDON    COUNIV    IIIS'IOIJICAL 

.SOCIETY. 


The  Hon.  Larayette  S.  l''oster  was  bnvn  in  tlio  town  of 
Franldin,  in  this  county,  on  Vne  I'tlh  of  November,  ISdO  Ho  wii^i 
a  direct  dcscenchint  from  Miles  .Stiiiulish,  the  eminent  l*init:in 
leiuler,  unci  also  a  lineal  desceniLint  of  Doctor  John  Sabin,  a  citi- 
zen of  this  State,  who  was  i)rominent  in  the  list  of  its  earlier  set- 
tlers. His  father  was  (\q)tain  Daniel  Foster,  also  a  native  of 
FrankHn,  who  distingnisliLHl  himself  in  several  of  the  battles  of  the 
Eevolutiou  for  his  gallantry  and  etticiency  as  a  military  coniman- 
der.  His  mother  was  Wealthea  Ladd,  also  a  native  of  Franklin,  a 
lady  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intellectual  g-ifts  and  remark- 
able eneif^y,  and  who  was  connected  by  blood  with  man}'  of  the 
leadinj.;"  colonists  in  this  section  of  our  .State.  His  early  education 
was  such  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  but  he  prepared  for  cohere  under  the  trainint^  of  the  Rev. 
xVbel  Flint,  of  Hartford,  and  the  Rev.  Cornehus  B.  I-'verest,  at  that 
time  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Windham.  Hi-  entered 
Brown  Fniversity  in  February,  1825,  and  graduated  from  that  in- 
stitution in  September,  1S"2S,  with  the  first  honors  of  his  class. 

Ardent  and  aspiring,  he  had  decided  at  an  early  age  to  pursue 
the  profession  of  law.  Animated  by  an  honorable  aml)ition,  de- 
termined to  succeed  in  this  controlling  puri)ose,  contldent  in  his 
own  ability  to  overcome  all  ortlinary  obstacle  s,  from  means  prin- 
cipally obtained  by  teaching,  supplemented  by  such  pecun'  ivy 
aid  as  a  devoted  mother  could  render,  Mr.  Foster  qualified  him- 
self to  enter  and  sustained    himself  through  college  and  acquired 
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his  profession.  At  the  Novciuher  tfiiin  of  the  New  London  County 
Court,  iSin,  lio  wiis  iidmittod  to  the  har  of  this  county,  unci  ntonce 
coniincnced  to  praetico  in  tli*;  (;ourts.  The  early  frieufls  of  Mr. 
I'\)st('r  will  lecoUect  that  he  attiactcd  attention  at  that  time  as  a 
youM^'  man  of  unusual  piomise,  and  his  futni-e  |»rominence  as  a 
jurist  and  advocate  was  tlieu  antic-ipat(  d.  At  tlie  time  that  he 
comnienced  practice  the  l)ai'  of"  this  county  presented  an  airay  of 
gifted  men,  who  had  already  won  distinction.  ri(Mldard,  .Sti'on^', 
Child  and  Rockwell  at  Norwich,  Law,  fshani,  IJrainard,  I'erkijis 
and  the  younger  (Meveland  at  New  Loiulon,  imd  'MeCurdy  at 
Lyme,  were  the  recognized  leaders,  and  wcie  formidable  <'ompeti- 
tors  of  the  young  us})irant  for  professional  honors.  ]'>ut  though 
the  task  was  arduous  and  the  str\iggle  sevei-e,  it  was  not  nuiny 
3'cars  before  ^Ii'.  Foster  succeeded  in  winning  a  hiuh  i'eputali(»n 
as  a  lawyer.  lie  had  been  a  close  student,  not  only  when  prepar- 
ing for  admission  to  tlie  bar,  but  idso  in  the  early  years  aftci-  lie 
w;is  admitted,  when  he  had  hisure  to  familiarize  hims(;lf  with  the 
principles  of  the  common  law,  the  statutes  of  (nir  State  and  the 
practice  of  the  courts  ;  so  that  when  he  was  subseijuently  called 
to  the  trial  of  important  causes  he  realizeil  the  fi'uiis  of  this  course 
of  study,  and  was  prei)ared  to  successfully  contend  with  men  who 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  larger  exj)erieuce  and  longer  estal)- 
lislicd  reputations.  ^Nfr.  Fostei's  exertions  to  tal<e  a  hiuh  rank  in 
his  profession  and  obtain  a  lucrative  i)ractice  were  soon  crowned 
with  success.  His  retainers  rapidly  increased,  his  engagements 
multiplied,  litigants  that  appreciated  his  great  ability  eagerly 
sought  his  services,  and  not  only  his  rise  at  the  bar  of  this  county 
but  at  that  of  the  State  was  marked  and  rapid.  He  was  soon  en- 
rolled in  the  highest  r;ink  of  counsellors  and  advocates.  Even 
"when  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  public  honors,  he  clung  to  his  pro- 
fession. On  his  retirement  from  the  Senate  he  returned  to  that 
pursuit  to  which  he  had  devoted  his  early  life,  and  of  late  yeais 
has  been  often  engaged  in  the  trial  of  important  causes.  In  the 
argument  of  cases  l\Ir  Foster's  iminner  was  easy  and  impressive, 
his  voice  was  clear  and  well  modulated,  he  had  a  wonderful  com- 
mand of  language,  an  adroitness  in  grouping  the  telling  facts  de- 
veloped by  the  testimony  and  a  forcible  mode  of  presenting  the 
same  that  had  a  potent  elfect  on  the  court  or  the  jury.  All  throng!; 
his  long  and  brilliant  professional  can  or  he  so  condui-t'd  as  t^ 
win  the  resi)ect  of  his  associates  at  the  bar,  and  to  luad  the  public 
to  phice  unlimited  contidence  in  his  professional  honor  and  in- 
tegrity. 


57 


It  Was  not  HK  it  lawyci-  of  laiv;  ability  only  tliat  Mr.  Kostfcr  fit 
ftU  oarly  n'^o  bccaiiK;  favoiaUly  kiKJwii  to  ilic  jxililic  and  won 
iiit'iitecl  (liKtiijction.  AN'iiile  (;ii;^ag'o<l  in  lli<;  study  of  tlio  law  lie 
took  a  dct'i)  iiitorcKt  in  j)ul)li(;  ;ilVaiis,  and  iiiiniediately  iifter  cntc-r- 
iii;;' his  j)rofc'ssi(iii  (;oniiecteil  liimsrlf  with  the  national  Ivepuldifau. 
and  sul)He(|Ut'ntly  with  llu;  NN'hi;.,''  and  pifjscnt  Itopulilican  parlif.s- 
Ho  loved  his  j)i<)fession,  l)ut  at  the  same  tinie  lie  liad  a  laudable 
niid)itioH  to  taUe  a  indniiiient  ]iait  in  tlu'  exciting  and  arduous 
duties  of  pu])lie  life.  His  political  friends  in  Norwich  felt,  if  lie 
Would  consent  to  enter  the  (leneval  Assembly  of  the  State,  that 
tliey  would  lla^■e  in  liini  a  faithful  and  efficient  representative,  and 
bis  party  an  able  and  reliable  cliampion.  He  was  many  times 
elected  amenil)er  of  that  liody—from  ISiJl)  to  1854 — and  was  llirec 
times  cbo>en  Speaker  of  the  House.  He  entered  that  service  in 
the  freshness  of  his  youth,  and  he  Avas  called  from  it  to  a  hi^^her 
and  broader  field  of  ])ublic  duty  in  the  maturity  of  his  nnmhood. 
Ho  had  remarkable  ^ifts  for  a  successful  performance  of  the  duties 
of  the  spealiershij).  He  was  quick,  self-possessed,  firm  of  ])urpose, 
had  an  iion  control  over  his  temper,  and  tlKn'oughl}'  iindei stood 
those  parliamentary  rules  that  clothetl  liim  with  authority  ami 
commanded  the  obedience  of  the  House.  Each  time  that  he  re- 
tired from  the  Speaker's  chair,  the  members  of  the  House,  without 
distinction  of  jiarty,  bore  ample  testimony  to  the  ability,  courtesy 
and  impartiality  that  he  displayed  as  its  presiding  otficer. 

In  ISfiT)  ^fr.  Foster  entered  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
and  remained  a  member  of  that  Ixtdy  twelve  years.  He  was 
elected  its  Tresident  pro  tempore  in  18(15,  and  held  the  position 
until  his  retirement  from  the  Senate  in  LSt!?.  After  the  assassin- 
ation of  ]Mr.  Lincoln  and  the  advancement  t>f  ^fr.  -lohnson  to  the 
presidency,  he  became  the  acting  A'ice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  held  that  high  office  while  he  remained  a  member  of 
the  Senate.  As  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  he  maintained 
the  same  iei)iitation  for  great  ability  that  he  had  earned  as 
Speaker  of  the  Connecticut  House  of  ilepresentatives;  ami  by 
blandness  of  language,  tirnniess  of  pur[)Ose,  and  personal  dignity, 
commanded  the  respect  and  won  the  esteem  of  the  members  of 
that  body. 

Whde  jNFr.  Foster  was  connected  with  the  Senate  it  numbered 
among  its  members  some  of  the  most  illu.strious  statesmen  tha+. 
this  republic  has  ever  produced.  Fessenden  of  Maine,  Foote  and 
Cullamer  of  Vermont,  Anthony  of  Rhode  Island,  Seward  of  New 
York,  Trumbull  and  Douglass  of   Illinois,   Sumuer  and  "Wilson  of 
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."\r;issiLcliiis(!it.s,  Sliciiiiuii  uml  Wudc  of  Ohio,  (irimiH  of  lowji, 
IJrt'c^keniiilf^c  :iih1  l);i\is  of  Kf'iitiicky,  SiiiiLsbiirj  of  I>(-l;i\ViUo, 
]\Icl)()Uj^ull  of  Califoiiiia,  Iliuit.c)-  of  N'ir^niiia,  Jif-iijuiniii  of  LouIh- 
iaiia,  ami  Fi-cliiij^liiiyscii  of  Nt:\v  .Jersey,  weio  aiiioiij.'-  lii.s  iuiiiuiite 
senatorial  associates 

As  a  si'liolar,  a  lawyer  and  a  statesman,  Mi.  l'"oster  r;inke<l 
Hmon<^  the  most  (listin^ui-lieil  members  of  tin;  Senate,  ainl  the 
record  that  lie  made,  dining'  the  twelve  years  that  lie  uas  a  mem- 
ber of  that  body,  is  one  of  which  the  State  that  honored  him  b}' 
phiciii^'  him  tliere  may  well  be  ])roiid.  Whcm  he  iiist  took  his 
seat  ill  the  Senate  the  slavery  (question,  \vhi<"h  had  loii;^  and  vio- 
lently n^^ntatcd  the  country,  had  nearly  reached  its  culmination. 
Mv,  Foster  united  with  his  associiite  senators  trmn  the  northern 
states  iu  resistin<4'  the  arrogant  demands  ol  the  slave  power,  and 
by  voice  and  vote  sustained  the  doctrine  of  human  free(h)m,  and 
the  ecjuality  of  all  men  beCore  the  law.  In  the  ^ax-at  strujiji^Ie  to 
save  the  life  of  the  nation  and  to  preser\e  our  tree  institutions  for 
posterity,  from  the  day  when  the  first  southern  state  attempted 
to  secede  from  the  Union  till  the  linal  surrender  of  the  rel)el  lead- 
ers at  Ajipomattox,  he  took  no  hesitating  nor  uncertain  ])art.  All 
Ills  declarations  and  acts,  in  the  national  council  or  at  Lome,  were 
such  as  loyalty  inspired  and  love  of  country  demanded. 

In  liSTO  the  town  of  ><orwich  aiiain  sent  ^fr.  Foster  to  the 
Ley'islatnre  of  the  State;  he  was  once  more  chosen  Speaker;  and, 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  he  was  elected  a  Judye  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  a  position  which  he  tille<l  until  187(),  when,  having 
reached  seventy  years  of  age,  he  was  dis(iualified  \)\  a  provision  ol 
the  constitution.  As  a  member  of  the  court  ]\[r.  Foster  so  cou- 
ducted  as  to  win  favorable  ojiinions  from  lawyers  and  litigants. 
His  courteous  manner  to  counsel,  the  }):itient  attenticm  which  lie 
exhibited  in  the  trial  of  causes,  liis  dignilied  demeanor  on  the 
bench,  and  the  strict  impartiality  and  unbending  integrity  that 
governed  him  in  his  decisions,  led  the  peoi)le  of  the  state  to  hold 
him  iu  high  estimation.  His  opinions,  which  he  gave  as  a  jiulge 
of  the  court  of  last  resort,  and  are  contained  in  the  recently  p\ib- 
lisluul  volumes  of  our  state  reports,  disclose  extensive  research, 
great  legal  acipiirement-^,  and  a  clear,  active  and  well  bahmced  in- 
tellect. 

Other  honors  were  at  different  times  bestowed  upon  ]\Ir.  Fos- 
ter. He  Avas  twice  elected  .Mayor  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  twice  he 
was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  oHice  of  Governor  of  llie 
State,  and  in  lb51  his  Alma  ]\Iater  conferred   upon  him  the  honor- 
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iiry  (lcf,M-f!('  of  Doctor  of  Luws,  a  flistiiudion  (Miiiiicntly  Aua  to  liis 
well  kih)\vii  !itt;ii)uiioiits  as  a  Kcliolar  as  well  as  ii  jurist. 

>fo  was  also  iiit(;rosl(,Ml  in  all  tliai  ])cyliihied  to  the  iiistory  of 
his  couiitiy,  state  and  locality,  and  from  its  incorporfition  in  18"(), 
to  liis  death,  was  I'resident  of  the  New  London  County  HiKtorieal 
Society,  (!vincin<,'  an  inteicst  in  its  ohject,  ami  an  enthusiasm  in 
its  work,  tliat  was  ins])irin^-  to  those  associated  with  liini.  Ili.s  ad- 
dresses hefore  the  Society  were,  like  his  ar;,Munerits  at  the  liar  aijd 
in  tlie  Senate,  <-areful  and  logical  ])rodiic.tions.  always  interesting,-- 
and  iisel'iil,  olten  risin;^-,  as  in  the.  casfi  of  his  oration  at  l-"oi-t  (h'is- 
wold,  to  inipassione<l  elo(|uence.  This  was  hut  the  natural  result 
to  he  exjjected  from  a  man  of  ^Iv.  Foster's  aljihty  and  ac([uire- 
nients. 

The  friends  of  ]\[|-.  Foster  who  knew  him  intimately  can  beai- 
testimony  to  the  versatility  of  his  ^(•nius,  his  untiring!:  industry  in 
the  })ursuit  of  knowledge  of  every  kind,  and  his  familiarity  with 
ancient  and  modern  history,  and  I'hiulish  and  American  literature. 
His  mind  was  a  storehouse  of  interesting  and  valuable  inf(jrmation; 
and  his  fertile  innigination,  g)eat  command  of  language,  and  easy 
utterance,  made  him  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  comijan- 
iou. 

i\[r.  Foster  was  twice  married,  first  to  Joanna  Boylston  Lan- 
nian,  daughter  of  Hon.  James  Lanman,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  and  United  States  Senator,  and  the  second  time 
to  ]\[artha  V.  Lyman,  daugliter  of  Hon.  Jonathan  IL  Lyman  of 
Northampton,  .Mass.,  a  prcjuiinont  lawyer  of  his  day  in  that  .state, 
who  died  young.  His  first  wife  died  in  185'J;  his  second  survives 
him.  Those  of  us  who  through  his  married  life  have  seen  him  in 
his  home,  can  truly  say  that  he  -was  behn-ed  bej'ond  expression  in 
the  family  circle,  and  that  his  liouse  was  the  abode  of  generous 
iujspitality  and  of  unalloyed  domestic  hapi)iuess. 
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FRANCI'S  MaNWARINC  CAI'I.K'IXS. 


Fiiiuceb  xMau waving  CaulkiuH  was  Ijoiu  in  New  London,  C-.n- 
lieeticut,  April  20,  ITJIJ.  All  of  her  ancestry  were  early  sett le'-s 
in  New  England,  and  lier  liistmical  studies  had,  therefore,  nun;h 
of  a  personal  interest  to  (juicken  tlieni.  To  this,  perhaps,  the  tine 
ipiality  (;f  lior  work  is  largely  due,  for,  without  doubt,  the  best  and 
most  careful  historians  arc  those  who  feel  tin-  inspiration  of  inti- 
mate association  with  the  events  they  chronicle. 

Hugh  Caulien  belonged  to  what,  in  tlie  Plynntuth  records,  is 
Ixuown  as  the  "Welch  Party'"  people,  who  came  horn  tlie  borders  of 
Monmouthshire,  and  he  was  made  a  freeman  of  that  colony  in 
]\rarch,  1()4U.  The  name  is  variously  written  in  the  records,  being 
Cauken,  Cauldn,  Calkin,  Cawlkin,  and  at  last  Caulkins.  Hugh 
C'auken  appears  to  have  been  a  nnm  of  strong  personality,  for  soon 
after  his  removal  from  the  Plymouth  to  the  Massachusetts  colony, 
lie  began  to  be  appointed  to  offices  of  trust,  tilling  these  with 
honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  neighbors  till  his  party, 
led  by  their  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr,  Bliniuan,  located  at  Peiiuot 
Harbor,  now  New  London,  in  1050.  Here  he  was  again  entrusted 
with  positions  of  responsibility,  being,  as  he  had  been  in  the 
Massachusetts  colony,  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  and  selectman 
for  many  successive  years. 

:Mr.  IJlinman  returning  to  England  in  1058,  Hugh  Calkin  l)e- 
came  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Norwich,  but  one  of  his  sons  re- 
mained on  the  grants  that  he  had  obtained  near  New  London,  and 
from  this  l)ranch  of  his  descendants;  the  historian  of  New  London 
and  Norwich  came.  Her  grandfather  was  Jonathan  Caulkins,  a 
captain  in  the  war  of  the  lievolutiou,  serving  under  General  Ar- 
nold and  others,  and  performing  good  service.  Her  father, 
Joshua  Caulkins,  married  Fanny  Manwaring  in  1792,  and  three 
years  afterward  died  in  the  West  Indies,  having  gone  there  o-i  a 
trading  voyage.  The  Manwarings,  or  MaimVarings,  are  an  old  rani- 
ily,  noted  in  I'higlish  history  for  adventurous  daring,  several  having 
held  high  command  on  land  or  sea.      The  first  of  the  name  to  ap- 
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IK'iir  ill  Aiiiorica  is  O'vcr  ]\Fiiii\v;ii  ti;,',  wIk)  in  ]>U'>i,  ]jiircliaK(;(l 
jJiDpnty  ill  New  London  tliut  still  ic-niiiiiis  in  tlio  possoHsion  of  tlie 
Miitiwurinirs. 

FiiiiKUH  Mjinw.'uin^'  riuillvins  curly  evinced  a  lovo  for  litc-ruij 
work.  One  of  lici-  early  tcucliciK  was  tin-  li(;v.  Josliiui  \Villi:iiiis, 
who  tiiii^'lit  (I  select  school  lor  youii^  Indies  in  Xorwi(;li  I):irintr 
the  time  she  attended  this  scliool  she  read  iiiuch  in  Jiistfjrv,  ])  )etrv 
and  the  sciences,  iind  she  carried  her  love  for  tliese  witli  lier 
tlnoiijili  life.  In  LSll  and  1H12  she  attended  the  scliool  Icept  UN- 
Miss  Nancy  M.  Hyde  and  ]\liss  I^yilia  Huntley,  afterwar<ls  Mrs. 
Lydia  Huntley  Si<,'ourney.  ]Jotli  of  these  ladies  had  literary  in- 
clinations, and  douLtless  stimulated  the  mind  of  tlieir  pujdl  in 
that  direction.  Her  first  composition,  '•Anticpiities,"  was  written 
during-  her  atteJidance  at  their  school. 

Mifts  Caulkins  studied  Latin,  French,  (lerman  and  Italian,  ac- 
(piirin^-  sunicieiit  kimwledge  to  read  understandin<,dy  in  these  laii- 
l-  t^iia^^es.      In  Is^o  slie  opened  a  select   scliool   for    younj^'  ladies  in 

Xiirwich,  and  in  IS'J!),  l)ecanie  ])rincipal  of  the  Voung  Ladies 
Academy  of  New  T.iondon.  .She  returned  to  Norwich  as  a  teacher 
in  1S;!-J,  and  in  l.S;>4,  relincpiished  teachiiij^,  and  bciian  a  more 
thorouf^hly  literary  life. 

She  was  devoted  to  poetry,  and  many  of  her  early  pieces  show 
a  smoothness  and  melody  that  is  very  ])leasin<f.  After  clo.-ing^  her 
school,  she  resided  in  New  York  until  1S4-2,  and  then  removed  to 
New  London,  where  she  resided  duiing  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
Her  first  puhli.shed  writing,  appeared  in  the  Connecticut  (lazette, 
April  17,  l&K).  Her  published  work  in  the  local  press  of  Nev.- 
London  and  Norwich,  is  very  numerous,  and  will,  as  far  as  jiossi- 
Ijle,  be  mentioned  in  a  Bibliography  api)ended  to  this  sivetcli. 
^luch  of  her  poetry  still  remains   unpublished. 

Her  historical  bent,  early  led  her  to  gather  items  and  rccrd.-- 
of  local  interest,  and  in  1S45,  she  published  a  ''History  of  the 
Town  of  Norwich  "  This  was  very  favorably  received,  and  led  to 
her  be.st  historic  work,  ''The  History  of  New  London,"'  publi.shed 
in  1852. 

i  It  is  not  too  great  praise  to  say  that  this  book  is  the  best  local 

history  ever  published.  Its  publication  Avas  followed  by  the  com- 
mendation and  friendship  of  such  men  as  Bancroft,  Kverett,  Win- 
tlirop,  Savage,  and  other  authorities  in  national  and  local  history, 
and  the  volume  has  remained  an  authority,  and  become  a  classic 
^Miss  Caulkins'  decisions  in  Genealogical  and  Historical  matters 
were  often  sought;  and  she  was  elected   honorary  and  correspond- 


:V2 


iii;^"  iiKMiilx'i-  oC  (lie  several  leiiiliiiu"  s<)cieti<-s  of  tin-  eonritrv,  Ijciii^ 
the  only  woiuiUi  lo  receive  tluM  Imiior  lioiu  (Ik;  .Massadiusitts  His- 
torieal  Soci(;ty. 

Ill  ISCil!,  slic  ]piil)li.slie(l  (111  eiilar;^''e(l  "ili^lnrvDf  Nor\vi<'li,'' and 
oil  these  two  works,  her  literary  t'aiiu!  r(;8ts,  and  can  iilToid  to  rest, 
fur  no  l)Ptter  work  of  the  kind  lias  ever  l)eeii  d(jne. 

]\Iiss  ('aiilkiiiH  was  u  devoted  clnistiaii  and  ])liilaiitliio|)i>,t.  She 
wrote  iiiii(di  for  the  Anieiicaii  Tnict  Soei(;ty,  and  her  work  was  al- 
ways popuhir.  She  was  identified  with  iiiihsion,  Smi(hiy  school  ;ind 
rharit;il)le  work,  her  generous  nature  lea<liii^''  h<r  to  8yiii]>iithi/.e 
with  all  who  Kul'fered,  either  in  send  or  liody.  fler  kinilly  ])rosenee, 
her  tender,  lovin;^-  and  coiiiiurtiiiji;  Words,  lu-r  appreciation  of  all 
that  was  for  the  i^ood,  made  her  ever  welcome,  and  so,  when  on 
Wednesday  morning-,  February  'A,  iHOi),  the  aii^^-l  of  death  kissed 
her,  and  she  slejit,  the  jieople  who  had  kiujwn  her  so  long,  felt 
that  their  lives  had  met  with   a  L;ieat  loss. 

Space!  does  not  admit  of  a  hni^'  critical  iiotie^e  of  the  work  of 
MisH  ('aulkins,  which  is  not  fully  re})reseiited  hy  her  histoi-ies.  She 
left  mail}'  manuscript  iiotediooks,  ;^kanin',fs  from  all  sources,  that 
will  be  of  much  value  to  future  historians.  Her  poems,  always  in- 
teresting;, often  very  sweet  and  pathetic,  are  numerous,  both  pub- 
lished and  in  manuscript,  and  her  contributions  to  local  papers, 
and  to  the  Tract  Society's  pulilications,  are  of  -.ireat  interest. 

]Miss  Caulkins  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  wisdom  of  retaining 
the  old  Indian  names,  and  several  ])oenis  that  she  indilished,  gave 
these  honor.  A  small  collection  of  the  poems  referring  to  local 
Bceiies  or  events  are  given  v>ith  this  sli^dit  and  iuadeipiate  sketch 
of  one  who  was  a  true  literary  spirit,  a  pure  and  nweet  christian 
HOul,  a  strong  and  noble  woman. 
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1.  "Do  your  Cliiklrt'li  Iicvcreucf!  Ww.  Siilihath?"  1  vol.  12  mo.; 
American  Ti;ict  Societ}',  New  \ov\i,    iSlif).     A  pVL-niiiiin  tract. 

2.  Tlie  Po(iiiot  of  a  Hundred  Years,  I  vol.  12nio.;  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society,  New  York,  l.S.Ji;.  Of  this  and  the  precedinj^ 
tract  one  million  and  llfty-ei^dit  thousand  co})ies  had  brcri  i)riiiti--«l 
up  to  1874. 

3.  Children  of  thti  IJible;  poetry,  ori^^inal,  1  vol.  small  i  to, 
American  Tract  Socaety,  New  York,  iS-tl. 

4.  History  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  from  its  settlement  in 
Kir.O  to  .Tainniry,  1815,  by  :\[isH  F.  i\I  Caulkins.  "Many  of  these 
little  things  which  we  speak  of  are  little  only  in  size  and  name. 
Tliey  are  full  of  rich  nioaniii^.  They  illustrate  classes  of  men  aii<l 
nges  of  time."  1  vol.  8  vo.,  pp.  o;'*!);  ])lates;  Norwich,  pid)lisheil 
by  Thomas  Kobiiisou,    1845. 

5.  Child's  Hymn  Book,  1  vol.  1(5  mo.,  American  Tract  Society, 
New  York,  184();    partly  original,  partly  compilation. 

G.  The  Pictorial  Tract  Primer,  1  vol.  12  mo.,  pp.  108;  illustra- 
tions; American  Tract  Society,  New  York,  1817.  Of  this  little 
book  more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  copies  in  English,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  in  foieign  languages  have  been 
printed  and  circulated. 

7.  History  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  from  the  first  sur- 
vey of  the  coast  in  1(!12  to  1852,  by  Francos  Mauwaring  Caulkins. 
"I  have  considereil  the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  ancient  times,'' 
Ph.  Ixxvii,  5;  1  vol.  royal  8  vo.  pp.  G71,  illustrations;  New  London, 
published  by  the  author,  1852. 

8.  Bride  Brook,  a  legend  of  New  Loudon,  Connecticut,  ^y 
]\riss  F.  M.  Caulkins;  1  vol.  12  mo.  pp.  11,  New  Loudon,  Colfa"v.  A 
Holt,  1852;  a  poem. 

D.  Bible  Studies,  0  vols.  12  mo.;  American  Tract  Society, 
New  York,  1854-1  S5'J. 
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10.  History  of  New  TiOridon,  f'oiinocticiit,  from  tlio  first  sur- 
vey of  the  enfiKt  in  1^12  to  IH")!!,  Ly  Frances  Manwjuinj,'  Caulkins. 
"I  liave  considorod  tlie  days  of  old,  tlie  years  of  ancient  times,'' 
Vh.  Ixxvii,  fy;  second  edition,  continued  to  I  SCO;  1  mA.,  yi>yn\  .S  xo., 
p}).  TOO;  illustrations;  New  London,  published  \)y  tlie  autlior, 
IHOO.  This  carries  tlie  liistory  of  the  town  eij,'hl  years  beyond  the 
limit  of  the  first  edition. 

11.  Kve  and  lu'r  Dauf^diters  of  Holy  Writ,  or  Women  of  tlie 
Bible,  Ity  Francos  ^I.  ("aulkins.  "That  onr  dautrhters  niay  l»e  as 
coinerstones,  polished  alter  the  similitiuh:;  of  a  ])alac(!,"  Fs.  IM,  12; 
1  vol.,  small  4  to,  pji.  141;  illustrations;  pul)lished  by  the  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society,  KM  Nassua  street,  New  ^^n•k,  1«(I1;  poetiy. 

VI.  History  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  from  its  possession  by  the 
indians  to  the  year  ISliO,  by  Frances  ^lanwarinj^  Caulkins.  ''.Many 
of  these  little  thing's  which  we  speak  of  are  little  only  in  size  and 
name.  They  are  full  of  rich  meaning'.  They  illustrate  classes  of 
men  and  agi'S  of  time."  1  vol.  royal  H  vo  ,  pp.  70  t,  portraits  and 
illustrations;  puV)lished  hy  the  author,  ISiJG.  There  are  sixteen 
portraits  in  this  edition. 

13.  History  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  from  its  possession 
by  the  Indians  to  the  year  ISOC),  by  Frances  ^Manwarinj,'  ('aul- 
kins. Also  a  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  the  Author,  to  Avhich 
is  added  an  Appendix  containing  Notes  and  Sketches,  continu- 
ing the  liistory  to  the  close  of  the  year  lsT3,  '-Iiemember  the 
days  of  old,  consider  the  years  of  many  generations."  1  vol., 
royal  8  vo.,  pp.  40,  (>00,  *.),  portraits  and  illustrations.  Pub- 
lished by  Tlie  Friends  of  The  Author,  1874.  T'lus  edition  contains 
five  new  portraits,  and  three  are  left  out  of  the  first  series,  making 
the  number  of  portraits  eighteen.  The  ^lemoir  of  ]Miss  Caulkins 
is  from  the  pen  of  the  Hon.  Henry  F.  Haven,  and  is  quite  full, 
and  sympathetic. 

14.  HisT()uic\L  Sketches,  referring  to  New  London  and  vicin- 
ity. I'ublished  in  The  Tlepository,  a  weekly  journal,  issued  by 
Starr  ».^  Co.,  of  New^  London. 


Legt'inh  of  New  London: — 

The  Oneco  Cave;  March  IT,  185S. 

GalloAvs' Lane ;  Cedar  Swamp;  Cedar  Swamp  Island  and  the 
Spanish  Doubloons;  March  24,  1858. 

The  Ash  Swamp  Woman;  Dixon's  Hut;  The  Ghost  of  the 
Bars;  :\rarch  31,  1858. 
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Notorieiios  of  Town  Hill;  The  JJiijjtist    Ilockw;    April  7,  1H5h. 

The  Town  S(iu!ir(i;   May  1'.),  l.So«. 

Tho  FuuiLh   of  <Jiily   ill    New    Loridoii;  .June  KJ,  Jiily  IJ  and 

28,  isr)H. 

The  Fiital  Visitiition  of  IT'JH;  Novonibor  17,  1858. 
W'lisliiii^ton's  N'isit  to  New  London;  November  :i4,  1858. 
Fnuiklin  ;it  New  London;   I'^ebrujiry   2'.>,  1851). 
The  Lover'H  ClitV,  an  Indian  Lejj,eud;  May  4  and  11,  lS5'.t. 

New  London  SlntcJie.-^ : — 

Old  liurialClround  of  New  London;  •hily  '21,  Au^'ust  3  and 
10,   185!). 

Story  of  a  Bell;  October  12,  185!). 

Premonitory  Tidinj^'s,  an  Incident  of  the  llevolution;  Novem- 
ber 9,1851). 

Second  Burial  Ground  of  New  London,  March  15,  '22  and  21), 
18fi0. 

Biographical  Sketches  of  Persons  Connected  with  the  Hidory  of  Xein 

London:-  1779155    " 

John  Winthrop;  June  14,  18('.U. 

llev.  llichard  i31inman;  Uev.  (lersbom  Bulkley;  Rev.  Simon 
Bradstreet;  June  21,  1800. 

Governor  Saltonstall;  June  28,  1800. 

Fitz  John  AVinthrop;  July  5,  1800. 

Captain  Jolin  Livingstone;  July  12,  18(50. 

Bev.  Elii)halet  Adams;  July  19,  18G0. 

Ilev.  ^lathew  Graves;  Samuel  Seabury.  D.  D.;  July  2G,  ISOO. 

Mather  Byles;  October  4,  18G0. 

John  Rogers  and  the  Rogereues;    October  11,  ISGO. 

Collectors  of  the  Fori : — 

John  Shackmaple;  Joseph  Hull;  Capt.  Thomas  Oliver;  Duncan 
Stewart;  October  18,  1800. 

Nathaniel  Shaw;  Richard  Law,  Jr. ;  October  25,  ISGO. 

Richard  Law,  Sr.;  November  1,  ISGO. 

Thomas  Mumford;  November  8,  1800. 

Capt.  Robert  Hallam;  December  13,  18*'i0. 

James  Chapman,  Sr. ;   December  27,  ISGO. 

Major  James  Chapman;  Lieut.  Richard  Chapman;  Capt.  John 
Chapman;  January  3,  18G1. 
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Capt.  Juhii  Desliou;  January  H>,  IHdl. 

Cai)t.  (ieDi'^'o  lliirlburt;  Jatuiary  IT,  IS'il. 

(}eii.  fJciIidiali  Hantiii^'toii;  Stoi)lif;u  I  IiMnpstoad;  Jaiiiiarv 
24,  IHC.I. 

Nicoll  Fosdiclc;  liicliard  Doiij^das;  Ca[)t.  lOlislia  lliiuiiaii;  Fel>- 
ruary,  18(51. 

^Marine  Items  Iki.'latinj^  to  New  LojuIdh;  .Imio,  18(11. 

FJiijsicians  of  Ncto  London  : — 

Gov.  .lolin  Wiiithrop;  llev.  CJeislioia  IJiilUlcy;  Dr.  John  Xortli; 
Dr.  Charles  IJulklcy;  Dr.  Nicholas  Ayrault;  Dr.  (Jiiy  I'aiiner; 
August,  18nl. 

Dr.  Charles  A'Court;  Dr.  Charhis  Acourt;  Septendxr,  1><111. 

Jeremiah  ^[iller;  Dr.  (iiles  (Joddard;  October,  l^ilJl. 

Thomas  Fosdick;  Dr.  Thomas  .MotValt;  Dr.  Thoma- ( 'oit;  Dr 
Simon  ^Volcott;  November,  l.S()l. 

Dr.  Ji)lin  ( iai'diner;  Dr.  Saiuutsl  Seabui-y;  Dr.  .losepji  ^^'ood- 
brid^X'  Lee;  Dr.  William  (jlorham;  Dr.  'I'homas  Coit,  "id;  I>r.  Janjes 
Lee;  Dr.  Samuel  II.  P.  Lee;  December,  1H(>1. 

Di'.  Thomas  H.  Raw.smi;  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwij^ht;  Dr.  Samuel 
Hunting-;  Dr.  Elisha  North;  Dr.  Archibidd  fiercer;  Dr.  Francis  N. 
Draude^ee;  Dr.  James  Morgan;  .lanuary,  1<S()2. 

Dr.  "\Vinthrt)p  Saltonstall;  Dr.  AVilliam  Law;  Dr.  Luke  Doug- 
lass; Dr.  Charles  Douglass;  February,   I8()2. 

Dr.  Simon  AVolcott,  :\larch,  iSC'i. 

Poenm  ill  ihe  Jiepository  :— 

We've  Nothing  Old;  April  21,  1808. 

The  Dirth  of  an  Infant;  May  5,  18.")8. 

Kidd'.s  Garden,  a  Legend  of  the  ]\[ouey  Diggers;  August  -I, 
1S58. 

The  Field  of  Glory — England  and  America  Separated  i"7G. 
Ke-united  I8i)8;  August  25,  1858. 

Crossing  the  Line,  a  ^Eariiie  Ballad;  September  15,  1858. 

The  ('omet;  October  13,  1858. 

The  :\lourntul  Birthday;  .March  IG,  1851). 

The  Night  Blooming  Cereus;  July  27,  1859. 

Death  of  a  (!hild;  -January  C,  l^CO. 

Washington  in  lietirement;  ]\[arch  15,  1S(J(V 

A  Fanciful  Fancy,  (V)  May  5,  bsCO. 

Quebec;  September  C),  18()(>. 

The  Bitter  Drop;  April,  18t;i. 

In  ^lemoriam;  June,  1801. 
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Poems 

ON    LOCAL    SCIiNKS    ANIJ    IX(;ilJKNT.S    IJV 

FRANCI'S   MAN'WARINC   Caulkins. 


BRIDE     BROOK. 


A    Li;(ii:NI>    OF    XKW    LONDON,    ('ONNE':TICr;T. 


It  is  not,  perhaps,  <!,enerally  known  that  the  Kcttloment  of  New 
Ijoiidon  was  eomnieiiced  uii(](;r  the  authority  of  Massachusetts. 
.k)hn  W'inlhrop,  its  founder,  l)ore  a  coniuiission  from  the  •'overu- 
luent  of  tliat  colony.  It  was  at  first  called  "The  Plantation  of 
Xani-o-u<,',"  or  Xaiu-e-au^^  and  its  ])ounds  extended  on  the  west  to 
a  small  stream,  two  miles  west  of  Niantick  JJay,  which  was  called  l)v 
the  Indians  Suidc-i-pauii-,  or  Sunldpaugset.  I(  issues  from  a  j^ond 
of  the  same  name,  and  falls  into  the  8(jund  l)etweeu  Black  Point 
and  (liant's  Neck. 

Durint;-  the  lirst  winter  nCter  the  settlement,  the  winter  of 
Ki  l(!-7,  at  a  time  when  the  whole  country  was  covered  with  a  deep 
snow,  the  incident  occurred,  on  which  the  folh)wing  poem  is 
founded.  A])ph"catiou  was  made  to  Mr.  Winthrop  to  go  to  Sav- 
l>rook  and  unite  a  youiii;-  couple  in  marriaii,e,  there  heing  in  that 
place  no  person  duly  authorized  to  officiate  on  such  an  occasion. 
Uut  he  had  been  commissioned  by  ^[assachusetts,  and  coidd  u^t 
legally  fasten  the  nui)tial  knot  in  .Saybrook,  which  was  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Connecticut.  Ife  proposed,  therefore,  to  meet  them 
half  way,  on  the  brink  of  the  httle  stream  which  was  his  western 
bouncLiry.  The  proposition  was  accepted,  and  there  Winthrop, 
acc()ni])anied  by  a  party  from  his  phintation,  met  the  bridal  train 
from  Saybrook,  and  the  rite  was  performed.  \n  concUasi"n, 
Winthrop  gave  the  name  of  13iide  Brook  to  tlie  stream,  bv  which 
it  has  ever  since  been  known.     The  pond  is  also  called  Jk-ide  Lake. 

The    aimnls  of  history  can  furnish  but   few   incidents   more 
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striliing  tliiiu  tlio  Britle  Brook  iiiiini;i^^o.  All  the  acce88oi-if;h  of 
the  Kcone  iiro  pii'tuiCHquo  uiid  imprcKsivf.  The  litth;  conij^iiuv 
wtood  in  the  iniilst  of  u  di-eiiry  wiisto  of  .snow,  fur  (Voiu  ;inv  hniiuiii 
habitation,  except  the  huts  of  sava;(('.s,  ancient  fore^sts  aJid  iiu- 
nieuse  Holitudes  were  around  them,  beyojid  which,  in  shad<nvv 
magnificence,  vant  and  indefinite,  L-iy  that  un(;xplored  world  on 
whowe  brink  they  stood.  AVe  might,  perchance,  add  to  tliese 
features,  the  .stalwart  forms  of  natives,  a  tribe  of  wlxmi  dwelt  n(»i 
far  from  the  place,  darting  among  the  trees,  or  looking  on  at  a  <liH- 
tance.  What  sublime  scenery  for  a  wedding.  TJiere  is  no  njar- 
riage  upon  record  that  has  such  romantic  associations. 

When  this  fair  town  was  Nam-e-aug, 
A  l)leak,  rough  waste  of  hill  and  bog, 
In  huts  of  seaweed,  thatch  and  log, 

Our  fiithers  few,  but  strong  and  cheery. 

Sate  down  amid  these  deserts  dreary. 

'Twas  all  a  wild,  unchristian  wood, 

A  fearful,  boisterous  solitude; 

A  harbor  for  the  wild  fowl's  brood. 

Where  countless  llocks  of  eveiy  pinion, 

Held  o'er  tlie  shores  a  bold  dominion. 

The  sea-hawk  hung  his  cumbrous  nest, 
Oak-propp'd  on  every  highland  crest; 
(/ranes  through  the  seedy  nuxrshes  prest: 

The  curlew  by  the  river  lying, 

Looked  on  God's  image,  him  defying. 

The  Eiigle  king  soared  hiiih  and  free. 
His  shadow  on  the  glassy  sea, 
A  sudden  rippple  seemed  to  be, 

The  bun-light  in  his  pinions  burning, 

Shrouded  him  from  eyes  up-turuiug. 

They  came: — the  weary  footed  band. 
The  paths  they  cleared,  the  streams  they  spanned, 
The  woodland  geuus  grew  more  bland, 
In  haste  his  tangled  vines  unweaving, 
Them  and  their  hojjes  with  joy  receiving. 
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Then  l^casts  of  overy  frij^'litfiil  name, 
And  wild  iiKiii  witli  ihc.'w  liciiris  of  llaine, 
By  iiii^dit  !ii'(ju)id  tlioiii  liowlin^-  came; 

No  arms  liad  tliey  but  care  and  caufioD, — 
And  (rust  in  God  was  all  tlicir  portion. 

Firm  as  the  rocky  coast  tliey  stood, 

And  earnest  as  tlio  riisliJng  Hood; 

Disdaining  tear,  yet  fearin;^'  CJod; 
r]acli  man  was  both  a  laml)  and  lion, 
With  heart  of  llesli,  hut  nerves  of  iron. 

'I'hoy  yoked  the  ea^le  to  the  dove; 

They  tamed  the  wilderness  with  love; 

Clear  li<^dit  within,— clear  li^ht  above; 
liy  faith  u])held,  by  foes  undaunted, 
Home,  freedom,  country,  here  the}'  planted. 

Cireat  hearts  were  those  that  hither  came, — 

A   Wintlirop  of  undying  fame, — 

A  BrewsUn'  of  an  honored  name, — 

Clreat  hearts — the  growth  of  three  great  nations 
Ijaid  deep  for  us  these  lirni  foundations. 

'I'he  angels  as  they  gli<led  by. 
Some  ji,leams  of  brightness  lent  the  sky; 
And  earth's  ow)i  angels  too  were  nigh; 
The  choicest  of  fair  h^ngland's  daughters 
Came  with  them  o'er  the  billowy  waters. 

Now  thanks  to  thee,  O,  God  of  lands  ! 

AVho  settlest  lonely  men  in  bands; 

T'hat  brought  these  angels  to  our  strands  ! 

The  ivose  of  Eden,  heavenly  Avoman  ! 

To  gardens  changed,  these  wilds  inhuman. 


See!  like  a  rose  tree's  sudden  bloom, 
Bright  visions  break  the  wintry  gloom, — 
The  evergreens  breathe  forth  perfume; 
Love's  purple  light  the  scene  is  llushing, 
A  romance  into  life  is  rushing. 
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A  streaiiilot, —  Nairi-o-;iu;^f'.s  \yf;stfiii  Iiomn], 

A  path  ])}■  criiy^'y  liillHidcs  fmiiid, 

M(;an(lei'in<(  t<j  tlie  distant  Sound, 

A  slender  Htreani,  but    clear  and  '^]<)V,\u<^, 
Down  tln'oii^^di  uinlnai^feoiiH  valleys  tluwin^, 

Foitli  from  a  lovely  lake  it  eaine, — 
Sweet  stream  with  an  ungentle  name; — 
But  now  ice-l>ound,   s}iow-wreath(;d  and  tame: 
No  lonyer  sparkliu','',  jnattlin^',  leajjinj^, 
The  Naiad  of  the  l)rf)ok  was  sleeping. 

To  this  lair  stream  tAvo  sledgy  trainy; 
(Jrotescpie  and  (juaint  as  Lapland  wains; — ■ 
Rushed  Hwii'tiy  o'er  the  dazzling  plains: 
Vast  earth  before,  behind,  all  hoarj', 
KmboHomed  in  u  shroud  of  glory. 

How  still  is  all  surrounding  snow ! 

How  dead  but  for  this  dianioud  glow! 

The  sun's  exuberant  overHow. 

Filling  the  air  with  (piivering  gladness, 
Relieves  earth's  speetie  of  its  sadness. 

No  sounding  hells  waked  nature's  ear, 
Vet  music;,  llowing  sweet  ami  clear, 
Uil)})led  the  sea  of  silence  drear. 

t.'ljeery  they  conje, — men,  maidens,  singing. 
And  all  the  echoes  round  them  rinyint;. 


They  meet: — here  noble  AVintbrop  stands: — 
Come  forth  ye  gladsome  bridal  bands, 
Ve  siiow-capi)ed  lulls,  clap  all  your  hands  ! 
Ye  spicy  cedars  green  and  towering. 
Draw  round  them  all  your  bcreens  emboweriu; 

The  woven  nets  are  lightly  spread; 

The  spruce  boughs  yield  their  fragrant  aid; 

The  white  smoke  o'er  them  curls  a  shade: 
And  fruits  and  viands  choice  and  dainty. 
Flow  from  the  ample  Lorn  of  plenty. 


>4rii  :•) '. 


Hor  f iirry  wrappin^H  (;ast  aHido,— 

.As  Toay  sldf's  wlieii  (Mouds  divide;; 

(Forth  st('|)i)ed  tlie  <;oiiscious,  lilusliinr^  bride, 
A  trciiil)liii;^-,  Ht'iiouH,  fadcloHS  boaiit}', 
Coimiiinj^'liiif,'  Hw-cetiiess,  lore  and  duty. 

;Slie  stood  like,  Hiniiincr  on  tlie  nnow; 

No  moniiiif,''  dawn  around  conld  tlirow 

Such  rosy  light,  so  warm  a-gloAv; 

And  hoverin.ti;  clouds  with  Hcraplis  laden, 
Showered  heavenly  blessings  on  the  maiden. 


♦She  "was  u  dame  of  fair  degree; 
Her  lover  fearless,  bold  and  free, 
Had  sullered  scaith  b}'  land  and  sea; 

Their  hearts  long  pledged  by  word  and  token, 

Now  let  the  sacred  rite  be  s))oken. 

Their  hands  were  clasped,  and  Winthrop  prayed; 
'The  life-long  covenant  was  made; 
High  heaven  a  mute  attention  paid; 

Winds,  groves  and  hills  with  reverence  lowly, 

Tremljled  around  a  scene  so  holy. 

"Now  Sunk-i-pung  is  Bridal  Lake; 

Flow,  ever  flow,"' — thus  Winthrop  spake, — 

3\ound  hearts  and  homes  thy  journey  take; 

Love's  sti-eamlet  out  of  J3ride  Lake  Avelling. 

God  lead  a  branch  to  evkky  dwei,ling." 
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KONOMOCK    LAKE. 


''Tliin  bc'iiutifiil  slicot  of  water  lies  wix  miles  northwest  of  New 
Loudon,  aiul  lias  heretofore  borue  a  varietj' (;f  names,  hut  the  only 
one  that  has  ohtaineJ  general  curi-eiuty  is  Lake's  I'ond.  Thi-i  Jeh- 
iguation,  apparently  unmeaning,  was  bestowed  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
IMargaret  Lake,  an  early  settler  of  New  London,  to  whom  the 
Lake,  then  called  Plain  Luke,  Avas  granted  by  the  town  in  l(!;).'{. 
The  hill  south  of  the  T^ake  has  always  l)een  known  as  Tauba-kono- 
niock,  (by  abbreviation  Kononiock),  a  name  supposed  to  be  that 
of  an  Indian  chieftain,  who  lived  and  died  on  that  spot.  People 
may  be  living  yet  who  remcnd)er  Ihe  ruins  of  his  wigwam  on  the 
hill.     The  name  of  the  chief  is  hrie  restored  to  the  Lake." 

Behind  yon  sylvan  light  is  seen 

A  crA'stal  mirror  set  in  green — 

Konomoek's  Lake!  In  its  clear  breast 

Surrounding  laudscai)es  softly  rest; 

The  trembling-  surface,  dark  or  bright,  • 

With  ri[>itling  wind  or  cpiivering  light. 

No  hunter  free  might  hope  to  dip 
A  purer  draught  to  cool  his  li}), 
No  sweeter  fountain  from  its  head, 
Was  e'er  through  ma/y  channels  led, 
With  babblings  fresh  from  hill  and  glen 
To  cheer  the  feverish  haunts  of  men. 


A  red  browed  chief,  unknown  to  fame. 
Enriched  it  with  his  sounding  name, 
On  yonder  crags  he  fixed  his  thrc>ne, 
And  called  the  world  below  his  own, 
Konomoek's  world,  lake,  grove  and  hill, 
Their  plume-crowned  lord  remember  still. 

Our  sires,  while  mighty  deeds  they  planned. 
With  homely  labels  marred  the  land. 
Colli,  truthful  names  to  thee,  ()  Avave  ! 
rid  in  Ldlv  and  Deal  I'ond  they  gave; 
When  thinner  grew  the  wood  and  brake, 
Thy  gentler  name  was  Margaret's  Lake. 


I   Ml'l 
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But  wo,  fond  Htiidouts  of  tlio  ol<l, 
The  rod  iniui's  ton^aio  in  reverouce  liokl, 
\Ve  ^Tixve  liis  dim  ruck  records  o'er, 
And  nil  liis  fadiiif^  naiiioH  rcsto)-o; 
(;<niio  thou  tiiy  loiij,^  olilivioii  Ijrouk, 
Konoiiiociv,  iiiid  roHuiiie  thy  hiko. 

Lute  Wiuulering  on  the  pebbly  strand, 

I  drank  tlie  cool  wave  from  my  hand; 

Cireen  wero  the  shadf)ws; — low  and  sweet 

The  rii)])les  whis|>ercd  at  my  feet; 

What  words  I  In-eatlied  of  rai)turous  Hound; 

What  wealth  of  romance  strewed  around. 

Then  old  Konomock  from  his  f^'rave 
Came,  mist-oiifolded,  o'er  Hie  Avave, 
And  sweepin;^'  onward,  s^jake  severe, 
"Why  is  my  homo  neglected  liereV 
These  shores  are  mine,  this  lake  1  claim; 
Restore  I  restore  Kouomock's  name  !" 

"Rest,  chieftain,  rest!"  the  deed  is  done; 
Thou  livest  while  those  Avatcrs  run; 
Thy  name  to  this  sky  mirror  given, 
Where  downward  we  look  into  heaven; 
And  to  3'(m  hill-top  urand--shall  last, 
Till  in  the  lake  the  hill  be  cast. 
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WE'VE  NOTHING  OLD. 


A    NliW    LONDON    l;AI,l,AI>. 


We've  nothiuf?  oM: — our  j);ircliineiit  pioof!^. 
Our  red- ink  priut,  our  dainaHk  woofs, 
All  perished  with  our  j^'iibled  i-oofs, 
Wheu  Ariiohl  burnt  the  town. 

The  records  of  the  port  and  shore, 
(Customs  iind  clearances  of  yore, 
Deeds,  testauients,  wore  seen  no  more, 
W'lien  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

Those  dear  old   Bibles,   clasped  and  wnjught. 
By  I'ilj^rims  from  Old  l']n;4laud  brouj^'ht, 
Bound  to  their  breasts — all  came  to  nauj^dit 
A\'heu  Arnokl  burnt  the  town. 

The  straut,^e,  quaint  fashions  of  old  time: 
Tliree-corucred  hats,  white  wi;j;;s  sublime, 
lied  cloaks,  knee-buckles,  left  our  chme, 
AN'hcn  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

Flood-pinners*,  and  bhic  homespun  dye; 
Tlie  pillion  and  the  ride  and  fi/c: 
The  s])innin<f  wheel's  louil  hum  went  by, 
AVhen  xVrnold  burnt  the  town. 

The  door-stoops  with  their  ])enehes  gay; 
Broad  tire-place,  like  an  open  bay; 
Well  sweep  and  horse-block  passed  away, 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

Old  portraits  from  our  Island  home, 
Afemorials  kept  through  years  of  gloom: 
Ileirdooms  of  centuries  found  a  tomb, 
When  Arnold  i»urnt  the  town. 


♦Hood-niiniers  wcT.!   long  lappets  on oaeh  side   of  the  ancieat  bood,  that  rtualed  up"i' 
tli.j  wind  and  mudo  a  great  sliow  upon  horseback.      J'lnner  is  a  corruption  of  i>ii>ii'i,  a  wing. 
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Hor  \viii;^fs  the  Cjiioen  of  lloniiinoo  sjjread; 
\\'i<,li  lier  went  ^liustH  and  oiufciis  drciul; 
Blue  luwH  ami  witches  .sliric-ked  hikI  ll(;il. 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

'I'heti  dropped  the  urrow  from  tlu;  H])ire; 

The  old  (diiers  urrow,'}"  touched  by  tiie, 

\Vhehned  with  the  churcJi  in  iiiiii  dire, 

W'iicn  Arnohl  Ixirnt  the  town. 

Lonii'  lines  of  aneietit  buildinj^s  fell; 
The  sacred  homes  men  loved  so  well, 
All  vanished  in  the  tiery  swell, 

When  Arnold  Inirnt  the  town. 

How  many  woke  that  sunny  morn 
No  more  to  jrreet  the  risim:,'  (hiwn! 
How  many  widows  wept  forlorn 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

Full  many  a  tlaming  vessel  stood, 
Terrific  on  the  briny  jlood: 
Tlie  reddened  Avaters  shone  like  blood, 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

Far  olfthe  wandering  outcasts  strayed; 
Far  olV  iheir  l)arninjf  homes  surveyed, 
And  we})t  and  called  on  (Jod  for  aid, 
NNlien  Arnold  burnt  the  tt)wij. 

What  pinchin-j,'  want,  what  sense  of  wroni^- 
AVhat  howlings,  wailinj^^s,  loud  and  long, 
Came  home  with  the  returing  throng, 
\Vhen  Arnold  burnt  the  tov.n. 

Sad  groups  of  women  wandering  loue, 
Surveyed  the  smouldering  heaps  of  stone, 
Nor  knew  which  pile  to  call  their  own, 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 


t'riu-  Kpisioiiil  Climvh,  st.iiuliii^  on  tin'  l'.ii-.i(le,  th;tred  tlic  fate  of  tli>  6uri-.iuu>"..li«; 
buiUUiins.  Tin;  yiiilt  hall  cm  the  «umiiiit  of  the  (Mliaco,  had  bt'eu  pieroeil  hy  an  arrow  shot 
I>.v  an  Uidian  chief  many  years  bt-foi-e.  Tho  arrow  was  stiU  hanyiug  from  tlie  ball  wln-ii  th«- 
rlnirch  was  burnt. 
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0  muHO  of  lustory  I  iniiH(i  of  hou<^  ! 
How  Hiid  tlio  imiuljcrH  that  i)rol()ii<^, 
The  memory  of  that  day  of  wrong, 
When  Arnold  burnt  tho  town. 

Our  London  is  forovcir  Ncii^; 
Our  Falher  Thames  rolls  on  as  1)1  ue, 
As  smooth  as  on  that  day  of  rue, 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

We've  nothing  old !     Ah,  say  not  so  ! 
Some  good  old  toai/s  we  yet  can  sliow; 
•Some  good  old  customs  'scaped  the  blow, 
"When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

We  ring  the  bell  at  nine  o'clock  I 
We  blast  away  and  build  on  rock; 
Old  Liberty  aurvived  the  shock, 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

And  names,  old  names  our  fathers  bore: — 
The  old  warm  heart,  the  open  door  — 
These  gems  remained  to  grace  our  sliore, 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 

And  who  hath  older  hills  and  seas  '( 
See  how  the  white  sails  take  the  breeze  ! 
'I'his  bay  I  these  shores  I  they  left  us  these, 
When  Arnold  burnt  the  town. 


\ 
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KIDD'S  GARDEN 


A     I-EGENI)     OK     THi:     MONKY-UKXlKltS. 


There  is  u  tradition  tliat  thepirute  Kid'l,  hiivin<^  aucliored  his 
v(!ssel  ill  the  harbor  of  New  London,  phicod  a  chest  of  his  i]l-j,'otteu 
j,'ohl  in  a  boat,  and  with  a  few  tried  f()lh)\vers  rowed  up  the  river 
Thames,  duriujj;  the  darkness  of  the  niglit,  and  hmded  on  the  west 
bide,  towards  Norwich.  From  thence  the  party  struck  into  the 
woods,  dra<j^<^in<^  the  cliest  with  tliem,  till  they  came  to  a  .secluded 
i  dell,  where  they  buried  it  deep,  and  sacrificed  one  (jf  their  number 

on  the  lid  to  kee])  the  treasure  safe  until  it  should  be  called  for  liy 
certain  mystical  sij,nis.  known  ouly  to  those  who  buried  it.  The 
spot  r(!mained  for  more  than  a  century  unknown.  it  was  then 
discovered  by  ;i  coiijurer  from  \'ermont,  through  the  virtue  of  a 
witch-hazel  rtnl,  properly  charmed  for  the  puipose,  and  the  pit  ex- 
plored by  a  creduhms  company  at  midnight,  with  ihe  success  de- 
tailed in  the  following  ballad.  The  name  of  Kidd's  garden  ap- 
pears to  have  been  given  to  the  place  in  derisi<jn,  on  account  of 
its  ruiiions  condition. 

In  yon  dark  wood  there  is  a  dell. 

With  rifted  ledges  walled; 
The  roving  truant  knows  it  well  — 

"Kidds  garden,''  it  is  calleil. 

A  yawning  pit  is  fovmd  therein, 
Where  poi.sonous  berries  grow; 

And  stains  no  falling  showers  can  clean, 
]Mark  all  the  stones  below. 

With  darksome  hemlock  shadetl  o'er, 

xVt  noon-day  still  'tis  cold  : 
There,  once,  at  midnight's  darkest  hour, 

A  wizard  du<j  for  tiold. 


Thrice  called  he  on  the  world  below, 
Thrice  stam[)ed   he  on  the  ground; 

Wrung  deep  the  art  that  none  should  know, 
And  traced  his  circles  round. 


.•1  .1,    ! 
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Thon  pliod  tiie  Kj)!ule,  till  loud  and  rU-ov, 

Ifc  Htnick  iij)oii  llic  litl 
So;  (roiii  llic  pit  with  braiidislKjcl  speai' 

Up  Htiut(;(l  l\()])ivi  Kidd  !* 

Tl)c  wizard's  eye.  was  dim  witli  sin, 

]5ut  l>y  the  shadows  droad; 
And  1)}  the  cnld  lie  I'elt  witliiu, 

M'ell  did  he  know  the  dead. 

On  riiiht  and  left  his  spells  he  laid. 

And  oft  he  chan^'ed  his  jjost, 
^'et,  still  wheve'ei-  he  thrust  his  sjjade, 

There  stood  the  sulk^n  ^host. 

Then  sjiakc;  he-   ''])y  eaeh  demon  ^riiu; 

]5y  l)h)od  wninj(  from  my  heart, 
Tlion  head,  thou  trunk,  thou  shadow,  lindj 

I  eharge  thee,  hence  depart  ! 

By  the  Black  Art  all  mortals  dread. 

Twelve  fathoms  from  the  shore; 
I  lay  thee  in  the  sea's  deep  l>ed, 
'    By  the  side  of  William  ^Foore."! 

He  waved  liis  wand;  hinh  winds  he  brewed; 

He  cried,  "Avaunt !  Avauut  I" 
Yet  there  the  stuld>orn  ])hantom  stood. 

Tall,  indistinct,  and  gaunt. 

And  lo  it  speaks-- "A  Captain  I, 

Of  tearless  arm  and  bold; 
Nor  witch,  nor  wizard  e'er  shall  spy 

A  penny  of  my  f,nild. 


Uoheit. 


"Tlic  true  name  of  Caiitaiii  Kidil  was  William,  but  in  ballads  and  traditions  he  is  callc<l 
t. 

tS(-c  tlie  uld  soni,'  of  Cai)t.  Kidd;— 

"I  niurdcnd  William  Moore, 

As  I  sHilcd,  Hs  1  sailed, 
I  nmrdercd  William  Jloure, 
And  loft  liiiii  iu  his  f?ore. 
Not  many  leafiues  from  shore. 
As  I  sailed. " 


,}>•>(.:.■ 
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'\\  illi  cliiiniis  uii«l  s|»c11h  I  told  each  Leap, 

-Ami  ovoiy  inji-ot  weif^hed; 
And  oil  ojicli  cliost  Uio  lock  to  ke<'ij, 

A  buritxl  man  is  laid.'' 

Ho  ceaKetl  and  btraij^ditway  frc^ia  the;  ground, 

A  thick  iniwt  upward  rolled, 
in  (•lon<lH  of  duiloK.'SH  ^••atljitin}^  round, 

To  tliwart  that  wizard  bokl. 

And  every  magic  knot  he  twined. 

Some  mightier  kjxjH  undid; 
For  no  man  e'er  the  gold  can  find, 

Or  lay  the  ghost  of  Kidd. 


And  they  wlio  seek  will  find  to-day, 

Instead  of  treasures  rare, 
A  fear-shaped  ghost  tLat  guards  for  aye, 

The  gold  that  is  not  there. 
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THE  ATLANTIC'S  BELL. 


The  Atlantic;  a  fine  new  bttamer  belonging  to  tlie  Xoiwich  iiud 
Worcester  liailroad  Company,  was  lo.st  on  Fislier'n  Ihlanil,  near 
the  entrance  of  New  London  harbor,  Tlmrsila}',  November  20th, 
1840.     Forty-two  persons  perislied  with  the  wreck. 

"When  the  steamer  struck  the  shore,  tlie  dashing  of  the  waves 
against  her  frame  ciiused  the  bell  to  toll.  The  tone  of  this  bell  is 
uncommonly  shrill  and  clear,  and  lieard  at  such  a  time,  must  have 
seemed  like  a  peal  from  another  world.  If  has  been  frecpiently 
heard  since  the  consummation  of  the  catastioplie,  and  is  still  send- 
ing forth  at  intervals  its  solemn  and  piercing  sound'' — [Local 
paper  of  lute  date,  1840. 

Storm-spirits  ye  did  well. 
To  swing  the  funeral  bell. 

That  sad  night; 
Noting  down  with  iron  \)eu, 
When  the  struggling  souls  of  men 

Took  their  llight. 

Mid  the  raging  tumult  round, 
IIow  the  shrill  entrancing  sound. 

Fills  the  air ! 
Over  mastering  the  gale, 
Childhood's  shriek,  woman's  wail, 

]\Ian's  despair. 

Fi'om  eternity's  dark  land. 

On  whose  cold  brink  they  stand, 

Hark  !  it  rolls; 
Pealing  forth  the  notes  of  woe. 
Ringing  loud,  ringing  slow, 

For  the  souls. 

Ah  !  'tis  not  the  broken  deck, 
Man,  man's  the  only  wreck. 

Worth  a  teur  ! 
Oh  ye  seas  !  what  a  prize. 
What  a  costly  sacrifice, 

Ye  took  here  I 
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Yet  tlicy  ijoiisliod  not  in  vain: 
From  tlioir  ix-iil,  from  their  jjain, 

Let  us  turn. 
To  tlie  lesKOiiH  they  unrolled, 
Worth  iiu  ur^^'OHj  of  gold, 

Hut  to  Icjiru. 


^n 


For  the  ,s(jns  of  (iod  were  there, 
JMen  of  fuith,  men  of  jira^'er — 

Unsurpassed; 
And  the  love  of  Christ  had  power; 
'Twas  an  anchor  in  that  hour, 

lloldii)''  fast. 


There  was  one^  whose  face  was  seen, 
Like  a  shining-  and  serene 

Crystal  sea: 
Sublimed,  as  if  the  soul 
Had  already  passed  the  goal. 

And  was  free. 

There  was  onc'^  of  manly  hrow, 
*'  We  are  nearer  Jesus  noio,^' 

AVas  his  cry: 
Then  the  rushing  surge  swejjt  o'er, 
x\.nd  the  loosened  seraph  bore 

To  the  sky. 

One  calmly  said,^  -'Of  old 
My  Saviour's  voice  controlled 

All  my  woe; 
And  if  through  the  raging  sea, 
Now  he  says,  Follow  me, 

I  will  I'-o." 


1 — Dr.  Aruistruii!^,  of  Bo.itou.  The  serene  aud  heavenly  expression  of  his  countenance 
duriiij,'  tile  whole  of  that  trjiny  Thnrsilay,  ha«  been  mentioned  by  several  of  the  survivors. 

2 — Thia  gentleman,  (whoHe  name  was  not  known  to  the  ijas.sougers  who  related  the  eir- 
oimstance.)  waa  heard  several  times  exjin -sin-^  his  conlidince  in  liod,  and  eucoirauing 
others  to  trust  in  him.  He  was  in  the  saloon,  and  was  heard  to  utter  the  \M'nl<  niioted 
above,  just  as  the  sea  broke  over  and  ilaslied  the  saloou  from  the  deck,  crushing  or  d..}wniu{f 
all  who  were  in  it. 

3 — .V  tjeutleman  from  Ohio-    name  not  known. 
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No  thought  amid  tlie  Htrife, 
Of  his  own  (hiiit.li  or  lii'o 

Had  tho  chief;* 
The  burden  on  liis  hreast, 
Was  tlio  lives  of  all  the  rest, 

And  their  ^"-rief. 

They  dropped  into  the  wave: — 
Some  found  in  it  a  grave, 

Some  an  ark : 
Down,  down  into  the  deep, 
As  they  fall,  as  they  leap. 

Hark  !  oh  hark  1 

Now  the  loud  and  silvery  bell, 
Like  an  anthem  seemed  to  swell. 

Shrill  and  sweet  ! 
And  a  grou})  of  jingols  came, 
With  their  ln>soms  all  in  llame. 

Friends  to  meet. 

They  caught  the  jewels  bright, 
As  they  burst  forth  in  light, 

Krom  the  clay; 
And  the  souls  and  seraphiii 
In  a  sweet  Thanksgiving  hymn 

Passed  away. 

Yet  still  upon  the  deck. 

Mid  the  breakers  and  the  wreck 

Swings  the  l)ell; 
Now  an  anthem  tloats  around. 
Now  a  low  and  dirge-like  sound. 

And  a  knell. 

Above  the  rising  breeze, 
And  the  heavy  booming  seas. 

Peals  its  woe; 
Like  a  requiem  in  the  air 
Wildly  mourn  fid:  it  is  there. 

Swinging  slow. 

4— Tho  noblo  self-forgetfulne88  of  Capt.  Diistau  cannot  be  too  highly  praiseil,  Bince  if 
seemed  to  spring  from  a  high  seust  of  tlio  responsibility  of  his  post,  and  his  dutx  as  a  man 
and  a  Cliribtian. 
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CROSSING  THE  LINE. 


A    MAHINE    H\T,I,A1>. 


; 


III  former  tiuien  when  a  ship  croKseil  the  eciuinoctial  line,  it 
was  a  festiviil  ihiy  for  tlio  crew.  Tlie  ceremonies  consisted  of  a 
dramatic  farce,  in  wliich  some  of  the  old  liands,  disguised  to  rep- 
resent Neptune,  Triton  and  otliers  of  the  marine  (h'ities,  Hlii^jied 
away  from  the  ship  in  a  boat,  and  then  pretended  to  board  it  for 
the  purpose  of  initiating  the  fresh  seamen,  and  giving  them  a  pass- 
])ort  into  tlie  otlier  hemisphere.  It  was,  therefore,  a  season  of 
froHc  to  tlie  old  saikn's,  but  of  apprehension  and  terror  to  the 
novitiates,  who  were  not  only  taxed  to  paj'  for  the  entertainment, 
but  were  subjected  to  a  great  variety  of  wild  barl^aric  tricks  and 
impositions  from  their  comradts. 

A  preliminary  salute  was  usually  given  on  the  day  before  the 
festival.  By  various  pretences  the  freshmen  were  lured  into  the 
right  ]30sition  upon  the  deck  and  then  subjected  to  a  shower  batji  — 
a  torrent  (»f  water  being  suddenly  (LisIkmI  upon  thnir  heads  from 
ihe  iigi:ing  aliove,  where  men  with  well  tilled  buckets  had  been 
previously  placed  Alter  this  the  ship  was  hailed,  api)arently 
from  the  bosom  of  the  dec[>,  and  the  iiupiiry  made  if  any  freshmen 
were  aboard.  If  answered  in  the  atlirmativc;  it  was  announced 
that  till'  /.iiKj  would  call  the  next  day  to  examine  their  passports 
and  get  A/.s  /"cf. 

When  the  eventful  day  came,  a  loud  hnocking  on  tlu'  si(U-~  of 
the  ship,  and  tlie  sound  of  a  trumpet  announceil  the  arrival  of 
Neptune  and  his  train,  w^ho  were  received  ujion  deck  with  accla- 
mations. The  costume  of  the  deities  was  lU'cessarily  fantastic. 
Such  materials  as  could  be  found  on  shii)board  must  sutKce, 
whether  appropriate  or  not.  Deer's  horns,  or  ox  horns.,  a  horse- 
hair mane,  or  a  bundk^  of  rope  yarn  about  the  lun-k,  a  sheepsldn 
robe  or  a  colored  blanket  were  forced  to  take  the  place  of  ac- 
coutrements strictly  nuirine. 

The  ceremonies  of  initiation  were  various.  Those  described 
in  the  following  ballad  as  performed  on  board  the  ''Lady  Ann," 
were  often  practiced  in  our  American  vessels  forty  and  fifty  years 
since.  It  was  always  a  favorite  device  to  oblige  tlie  freshmen  to 
disclo.se  the  secrets  of  their  former  life,  and  particularly  the  love 
passages  and  the  names  of  their  sweethearts — these  confessions 
beiii":  received  with  hoisterous  acclamation. 


■.;<t,,; 
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ira]>pily  these  rude  practices,  Havoriii^'  of  a  barl>arouH  and 
suiJorKtilinuH  iv^e  have  i)assed  away,  and  every  feeling,'  heart  rejoiceH 
to  see  them  al)ro{,'atcil.  Though  h)n<j  countenanced  by  coiinuaml- 
ers  as  a  source  of  anmsenient,  breaking  u]>  the  tedium  oi  a  loiij,' 
vciyage,  tlieir  tendency  was  evil,  terminating  as  th(-y  usually  did 
in  a  disorderly  carousah  liut  the  picturesijue  or  rather  nrote^iqm 
accom]ianiments  of  tliese  sports  give  them  a  certain  legendary 
and  lomantic  interest,  and  as  incidciits  of  the  past  they  are  of  his- 
toric value 

High  up  the  equatorial  ridge. 

Sallies  the  glorious  ship; 
Blow  fresh  !  -we  are  near  the  central  bridge, 

To-morrow  old  l^atitude's  bars  we  slip, 

And  into  his  nether  kingdom  di]>. 

"The  T^ady  Ann''  her  signals  tossed. 

Her  to])Hails  swept  the  air; 
She  hung  o'er  the  verge  wheie  the;  circles  crossed, 
Like  a  hovering  cloud  awaiting  there, 
Grim  Neptune  and  his  sea  green  fair. 

'IMie  freshmen  all  with  visages  blue, 

By  the  side  of  the  tall  masts  stood; 
"Waterspouts  !  waterspouts!'  shouted  the  crew; 

Down  from  the  tops  came  a  rushing  tiood. 

Kvery  raw  hand  took  a  bucketful  good. 

Hark  ye,  my  masters  !  far  away  ! 
Trumpets  are  Htirring  the  tide. 

And  a  voice  is  heard— "What  ship  is  this,  hey? 
Tramping  over  my  seas  in  its  pride?" 
"We  are  free  !    we  are  free!''  the  captain  cried. 

"Bring  ye  my  old  merry  subjects  and  true  ?"' 
"Ay,  gallant  king,  and  some  more  !" 

"Soho  !    there  are  freshmen  amid  yoxxv  crew  ! 
I  shall  call  to-morrow,  at  twelve  or  before, 
With  m}'  queen  to  haul  your  passports  o'er.'' 

The  Lady  Ann  in  the  morning  sun, 
Gay  as  an  empress  swings; 

Hither  and  thither  her  ribbons  run, 

And  she  shakes  in  the  breeze  her  canvass  wiugs, 
As  over  the  edge  of  the  line  she  springs. 


t 


55 

Clear  the  (leeks,  and  on  with  your  1)0Ht, 

Sol's  beams  o'er  the  forecastle  shine:  — 
"Who  knocks  at  our  1;o\vh?    it  is  he  oui-  f^uest, 

All  hail  to  thee,  Neptune,  lord  of  tiie  line  ! 

Hail  to  thy  (jueen,  too,  nine  times  nine  !" 

Tn  Clime  tlie  water-kinf^,  scaly  and  ^reen, 
l)rip])inf^  with  slime  an<l  sea-weed; 

His  horns  were  the  horns  of  an  elk  I  ween, 

1 1  is  trumpt't  was  wrouf^'lit  of  a  conch  shell  and  reed. 
And  his  oozy  beard  was  the  mane  of  a  steed. 

Tn  came  his  consort  buxom  and  ga}', 

\\'ith  garments  all  floating  so  free: 
"Down,  freshmen,  down  !    to  the  hatches  away  ! 

A  health  to  our  guest  of  right  royal  degree  ! 
A  health  to  old  Neptune,  liord  of  the  sea  ! 

"Bring  out  the  chariots  !"  stately  and  high, 
The  gods  take  their  concpieriug  ride; 
Tlirice  arouml  the  deck,  cannon  mounted,  they  ily — 
While  the  nectar  they  love  llows  forth  like  a  tide, 
In  healths  at  each  compass  to  Neptune  aud  bride. 

"]3riug  up  a  freshman!"  trend)ling  he  came 
And  stood  Ijefore    Neptune  the  brave; 
His  lordship  demanded  his  nation  and  name; 

■'And  who  gave  you  leave  to  be  plowing  my  wave  V 
To  the  pump,  my  merry  men  !   punish  the  knave." 

Aha  !    to  the  pump  !   thy  thurst  in  his  arm, — 

lie  fought  like  a  lion  at  bay; 
"Who  is  your  sweetheart?  speak  truth  to  save  harm," 

Not  a  word: — "press  the  s])ike,"  he  shouted  Sue  Clay. 
Sweet  Susy  ! — I've  promised  to  wed  her  next  ^lay  !" 

Loud  shouted  Neptune,  and  loud  laughed  the  crew: 
"Confessed  like  a  man  as  you  be  ! 

You  are  free  of  mj'  kingdom  for  aye,  thou  true  blue! 

Take  your  oath,  make  your  bow,  tind  lay  down  the  fee 
Allegiance  to  Neptune,  the  Lord  of  the  sea. 


■ft 'no  ()i1j 
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"('oiiio,  givf;  UH  iiiiother  !"  tlif;y  In-oiight  up  liiir  Hill, 

Ah  wliito  iis  u  Kl'"•'^^  'i'"l  '^■^  {<rave; 
Not  ;i  sjlliiblc!,  ho,  bitiii'.''  tlimnlj  Ik;  stood  still; 

"Let  inc  look  jit  your  beurd,  ti  j^ooil  oiif;  to  nliave; 

JJriii^f  ijiy  razor  iiiid  noiip  I"  Kaid  ilie  kiii^'  of  the  wave. 

They  bound  his  hands  ifsarward;  afas  !  for  jKjor  liar. 
And  then  seated  him  liij^h  on  a  rail; 

Down  o'er  his  swarthy  (die(k  triekled  the  tar, — 

Fhxshed  on  his  eyes  rusty  hoop,  lile  and  nail — 
'J'lien  (piivered  liar's  lip — out  bolte<l  the  tale. 

He  had  lelt  his  true  love,  black-ejed  Nancy  Jiinn; 
His  troth  he  had  broken  that  day; 

Jiut  he  promised  so  fairly  to  woo  her  aj^^ain — 

^Vilh  a  chorus  and  (hmce  they  wliirled  him  away, 
And  they  drank  "Nancy  liinn"  in  a  Ininiper  extra. 

Thus  Neptune,  the  froshinen,  nine  overhauled; 
Some  were  2)lunged  in  the  ocean's  brine; 

Sonje  threw  down  the  chink,  and  yot  sliglitly  mauled, 

Much  lau<^hter  explcjded— the  king  stayed  to  dine  — 
O  great  was  the  merriment  crossing  the  line. 
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THE  MOURNFUL  BIRTHDAY. 


A    ItOTlNlSCKNCK    OF    NKW    LONIjON. 


Tlio  following-  biilhul  is  fouiKled  on  ii  ti:ulitionary  incident  in 
■  theeiirly  life   of  E.  *=(:**  =♦•■  s.  =*^  *  *  *  *  *,  one  of  tlio  sons  of  tlie 

Ki'^'-ht  Ixcv.  S.  8.,  t»f  New  r.ondon.  ITe  was  betrothed  to  the  beau- 
tiful dauylitcr  of  (,^apt.  William  Coit,  a  naval  officer  of  the  Kevi.lu- 
tion,  and  the  nuptials  were  to  take  place  on  her  22ud  Ijiifhday. 
Not  long  before  the  time  arrived,  the  lover  went  to  New  York  to 
make  the  bridal  i)uroliases,  and  on  his  return  was  dehaved  three 
days  in  the  Sound,  by  storms  and  head  winds,  an  occurrence  not 
uncommon  when  the  intercourse  with  that  emporium  depended 
priuci])ally  ujion  sloop  navi^alinn. 

On  the  eve  of  his  expected  bridal,  he  arrived  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor,  and  being  set  ashore  from  a  boat,  cauie  on  loot  to  the 
town,  which  he  gained  about  njidnight.  His  route  led  him  near 
the  residence  of  hisatlianced  hride.  and  surprised  by  seeing  a  liLrht 
burning  in  her  chamber,  he  stopped  at  the  house  and  fouiul  her 
dying.  She  had  been  attacked  by  an  acute  disease  during  his  ab- 
sence; had  sunk  rapidly,  and  a  few  hours  after  his  arrival  expireil 
in  his  ai'ins. 

'I'h  grief  of  the  lover  was  extreme,  and  for  a  long  period  he 
spent  a  portion  of  every  day  and  night  at  the  grave.  He  caused  it 
to  be  enclosed  with  a  light  lence,  and  luu]  the  head-stone  reveised, 
with  the  inscription  on  the  side  towards  the  grave,  that  lie  might 
sit  at  the  foot  nf  the  hillot-k  and  muse  upon  the  sad  rect)rd. 

The  paling  has  long  since  mouldered  away  and  disap])eared, 
but  the  reversed  stone  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  ancient  Jhirial 
Ground  bearing  the  following  inscription: 

lu  ^Memory  of 

Miss    Nancy    Coit, 

daughter  of 

William  and  Sarah  Coit 

She  was  born  ]\Iarch  80,    17  70, 

and 

Died  :\[areh  30,  1792. 
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A  MOURNFUL  l',l  KJ-|1  DA  V 

TO  JILU  1  UIENU.S. 


On  yonder  hill  a  <^M'iive  yard  old, 
O'crloolvH  a  beuutoous  scone: 

Thick  rise  tlir  stones,  l)nt  ilowers  nnfohl. 
And  wild  viiuis  thrive  between. 

No  sext(ni  now  the  eud;i'<Mdc)-y  mars, 
No  spade  disturbs  i\\v,  cliiy. 

There  shine  by  niiiht  the  heavenly  stars, 
The  llower^'  stars  by  day. 

There  sleej)  the  men  of  otluu-  lands, 
That  tamed  those  deserts  rare: 

The  grave  tirst  made  by  Kiin^lish  hands. 
Along  tins  coast,  w.is  there. 

The  fathers  ranged  with  head-stones  gray. 

The  children  at  their  feet, 
Lie,  waiting  for  the  break  of  day, 

Wlien  they  their  Lord  shall  meet 

One  grave  there  is, — a  mai.len  fair, 

Was  in  its  bosom  laid: 
Low  leaning  on  the  footstone  there 

Her  lover  wei)t  and  j)rayed. 

Day  after  day,  in  mournful  guise. 

He  lingered  there  alone: 
With  throbbing  heart,  and  deeji,  sad  eye« 

Fixed  on  the  written  stone. 

Sweet  Nancy  Coit, — a  lily  bright; 

How  frail  bright  Hlies  are  !  — 
►She  faded  from  her  lover's  sight, 

As  fades  in  heaven  a  star. 

She  slept;  but  rose  an  angel  bride. 
While  he  survived  in  death; 

Heart  dead — and  she  unseen  beside. 
Warm  with  celestial  breath. 
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And  still  fiU'li  night  though  dark  thf;  hliade, 

And  cliill  tho  breezoB  swept, 
TJie  lover  and  the  buried  maid, 

Their  hour  of  meeting  kejit. 

jMen  came:  in  deep  respect  the}'  passed: 

The  child  (rod  jiently  near: 
Trees  round  a  softer  shadow  cast, — 

"Winds  lowlier  met  tlie  ear. 

At  length  an  old  man  tottering  by, 

Beheld  him  ou  the  grouml; 
And  heard  tho  hjug-drawn  l)osom  sigh, 

'I'liat  tluilleil  the  leaves  arouml. 

Uncovering  all  his  silvery  hair, 
All  answering  sigh  he  sighed: 

And  long  iu  jjityiug  silence  there, 
Ijcaned  on  his  stall"  l)eside. 

Then  spake,  ''Dear  A'outh,  I  pray  thee,  tell, 
\\\\\  'mid  these  tondjs  you  lie: 

/■walk  where  I  must  shortly  dwell; 
Jint  i/ou  are  young  to  die.'' 

"Nay,  friend,  why  should  you  jiause  to  hear, 
Tho  nuirmurs  of  my  AVOeV — 
1  see  the  angel  wings  shine  clear, 

That  round  your  shoulders  glow: 

(io  !  bruise  within  your  hopos  divine; 

For  nu'  there  is  no  light: 
]My  weary  heail  would  fain  recline, 

JJeneath  this  turf  to-night. 

The  parted  friend  his  friend  would  see, 

llie  lover  join  his  love: 
Why  glanced  that  fatal  shaft  from  me, 

Tiiaf  struck  my  bosoiu's  doveV" 

"Young  man,  old  age  is  near  to  heaven; 
It  hears  the  music  tlow: 
To  me  some  soothing  whispers  given, 
1  may  to  thee  breathe  low. 
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Tlien  tell  me  why  this  dcfip  «U;H|)fiii-, 
^Vllat  inukos  cold  deatli  so  cold  V 
"Kind  friend,  ho  gentle  is  thy  prayer, 
I  will  ijiy  grief  unfold. 

I  left  my  love:  in  haste  1  sped, 

To  fair  IMauhatliin's  I3a}  ; 
For  gifts  around  our  home  t(j  spread, 

And  grace  our  nuptial  day. 

A  bridal  robe  of  spotless  hue, 

A  m'olden  ring  1  soui^ht, 
A  white-rose  wreath,  a  f'.iblo  true, 

For  my  dear  love  1  bought. 

Where  yonder  Pharos,  tali  and  white, 

Stands  sentry  o'er  the  Ba}-; 
Our  homeward  sails  with  winds  too  light. 

Becalmed  at  evening  lay. 

With  eager  haste  \  sought  the  land. 

And  with  impatient  tread, 
Imprinted  fast  the  moonlight  strand. 

That  homeward  brightly  led. 

'0,  blest  to-morrow!' — musing  long, 
I  dwelt  on  that  sweet  theme; 

At  every  loot-fall  pouring  song. 

From  love's  o'erliowing  stream. 

Hushed  was  the  town:  'twas  midnight  deep, 

I  turned  aside  to  see, 
The  mansion  where  perchance  in  sleep, 

INFy  loved  one  dreamed  of  me. 

Quick  lights  across  her  window  shone; 

The  sash  was  raised  for  air: 
Forms  llitted  by;  a  faint  low  moan, 

Struck  me  with  dire  despair. 

I  called  her  name,  1  cried  aloud: — 

1  knelt  down  by  her  side: — ■ 
That  nuptial  robe — ah  !    'twas  a  shroud, 

That  1  hatl  bought  niv  bride. 
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I  saw  tlio  lif^ht  of  lifo  docline, 

The  (Icalh-piing  wliako  licr  frame: 

H(!i-  l)irtl)day  Hhoukl  have  matle  her  mine, 
liul,  death,  llie  hri(hsiiiaii,  (.•iime. 

She  moulders  liere — tliat  stone  I  jjhiced, 

And  turned  its  face  to  me, 
'I'hat  lier  dear  name  wpou  it  traced, 

I,  sittinji,'  liere  mi^'ht  sec. 

A  mournful  hirtJutay  lo  her  friends; 

That  Hue  so  sadly  li'ue, 
IMy  lieart  wrote,  and  my  heart  it  rends, — 

.My  h)ve  was  twenty- two. 

l>ek)w  there  is  a  g'loom}'  cell, 

That  holds  a  narrow  chest; 
There  all  my  hopes,  luy  i)rospects  dwell, — 

]\[y  heart's  possessions  rest. 

I  built  this  small  enclosure  round, 
Here  at  her  feet  to  lie: 

I  wiint  no  world  but  this  snuT.ll  bound- 
Go,  leave  mo  here  to  die." 

'Could  we  but  pierce  the  veil  of  night;" 

The  old  man  gently  said; 
'We  should  see  jewels  hurning-  bright, 

]3eneath  this  dust  we  tread. 

Whilst  we  sit  moody,  looking  low, — 

Up  to  a  golden  seat, 
dust  spirits  rush,  all  life,  all  glow, 

The  soul's  dear  Lord  to  meet. 

AVhy  seek  thy  lost  love  in  the  sod, 

When  she  sits  on  a  throne  ? 
Arise,  go  run  life's  race;— serve  (iod; 

True  love  is  so  best  shown. 

Thyself  must  win  a  heavenly  crown. 

Or  see  thy  love  no  more,'' — 
Pierced  l)y  these  words,  the  youth  bent  down, 

God's  mercy  to  implore. 

With  inward  prayer  and  head  declined. 

The  old  num  walked  apart: 
But  these  few  words  he  left  behind, 

Uore  fruit  in  Seabury's  heart. 
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THE     COMET. 


W'lijit  is  tin's, 
Tliiit  suddenly  jiiiiid  tlio  Kliiiiddiij,'  starH, 
Streams  hko  a  nisliiiin;-  tlaiiio?   Jts  lcii^'tlif:iifd  Ifjcks 
C<)iid)cd  (quaintly  back,  its  bcamiiifr  loroliead  tiuricd 
Ardent  and  fair  ii|i()ii  tlie  ^lowiii;,'  suu, 
While  like  a  banner  s]))-eadin^'  far  behind, 
Its  burninii-  i^funnents  t)ail  !    \\'hat  Phaeton 
Is  in  the  chariot  now '( 

Is  war  declared 
Anion^-  the  principalities  of  heaven, 
And  yon  red  stranjicr  :i  coniiiiissioned  chief 
Einbattlino-  H([iiadrons  foi-  celestial  li^lit? 
Or  is  it  but  a  crude,  unfinished  world, 
A'ailed  in  warm  mist,  conc^jctin^r  |,,i-  abode? 
Or  rather  some  condemned,  rebelHous  orb 
]\[eetin^f  its  fiery  doom  y     See  how  the  Ihimes 
Blown  l)ackward  \iy  besetting-  winds  leave  bare 
The  central  blaze,  intensely  white  and  keen  I 

A'ain  (piestions  these;    ])liilosophy  is  dumb. 
Von  fiery  uuest  may  be  a  perfect  W(jrld, 
J'hiriched  with  life  transcendant  and  sublime, 
Who  knows  but  in  those  fervent  scenes  reside, 
]]ein^s  to  whom  tlie  scarkt  fire  may  seem 
Fresh  mornin|j^  to  tlieir  eyes  !     The  tenuous  Hames 
Are  breath  to  them:  mid  banks  of  solid  fire 
They  sport  as  on  -reen  -rass.      "I'is  j;ratefiil  shade; 
And  h(!re  and  there  a  ray  of  deejter  red 
Thrills  them  like  beauty;  fire,  their  cjuickenin^  wind, 
Tlieir  I'louils,  their  sky,  the  matter  of  their  ulobe, 
Harmless,  and  sohd  to  tlieir  touch  as  earth. 

()  beauteous  system  of  revolving  oil)s  ' 
How  lik(>  a  monarch  sits  the  central  sun, 
On  his  bri;.^ht  seat.     Heart  of  a  lauKbed  worlds, 
]\[oous,  planets,  comets,  endless  asteroids, 
The  j^reat  attended  by  the  less  they  move 
IMajestic  rouud  his  flu-one  while  vital  lij^dit 
Flows  from  his  bosom  and  f-ives  li-jht  to  all. 
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He  holds  the  hnriuiHHed  Kplieres  in  liiH  firtu  liand, 

ConKtniiniiij,''  their  ifpiil^ive  diskH  to  move, 

Unwillitifjf  ill  IincmI  jxiths.     Now  with  loiso  rein, 

Allows  theiu  in  loiij,'  ovals  to  iev(ilve; 

Now  fiercely  irresistible  alliiics, 

Their  rushing  orl)s  almost  into  his  llames. 

(\)mets  are  his  ailventurous  hiessengers, 

Ami  loyally  to  distant  rcahns  they  jjass, 

To  bear  him  news  from  his  remotest  bounds. 

They  come— d'^liver  their  (commission  hij^h, 

And  straif^ht  the  heated  pathway  gUjws  beneath 

The  lujofs  of  their  imi)atient  stcM^ds  onee  more. 

Astronouiy,  of"  sciences  the  king: 
INIost  high,  most  intricate,  enlarging  theme  ! 
All  other  science  in  tliy  presence  shrinks 
To  book- worm  lore.     Thou  shinest  prime  and  fresh 
With  the  bajjtismal  blessing  of  the  skies: 
Almost  divine;  and  yet  thou  canst  not  tell 
"Whence  comes  yon  long-haired  regent,  where 
1 1  is  burning  chariot  shall  desist  and  cool. 
Shines  he  by  i)ale  reflection  nebulous  — 
A  miglity  phantom  of  resplendent  mist, 
Or  does  he  hear  of  light  and  vital  heat, 
A.  primogeiiial  fountain  in  his  breast  V 
His  ])eople,  what  are  theyy-    all,  all  unknown: 
His  path,  his  use,  lie  hidden  in   the  lireast 
Of  unrevealed  divinity  alone, 


Keep  on,  mysterious  traveler.     Tread  out 
With  equal  pace  your  radiant  journey  round 
The  great  controlling  orb.     Not  by  self  power 
Innate,  primordial,  and   underivi'd. 
Or  laws  of  motion  dimly  traced  by  man, 
lUit  that  the  Lord  God  hath  commanded  thus. 
Straiglit  as  a  line,  mid  s))ace  and  fixed  stars, 
Retreating  worlds  and  tierce  astonished  suns. 
Your  vast  ellipsis  draw.     Thought  cannot  reach 
Your  rapid  motion:     Centuries  elapse 
Ere  thou  wilt  visit  yonder  sun  again; 
So  long  thy  wondrous  circuit  lasts;  so  wide 
The  measureless  extension  of  thy  path. 


/Jjt'M/i 
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A  POEM. 

SUNO    AT    TIIK    OI'I.NlNd    Of    CKDAK    OliOVE    r.KMKThJiy. 


On  Ijebaiion  tlie  cediUH  wave 

IMiijcstic  pniise  to  (jiod. 
Praise  is  ilie  burden  of  tlio  hills, 

And  ol'  tlie  lonely  sod. 

We  enter,  Lord,  these  forest  depths. 
Our  noLler  praise  to  bring; 

Of  vanquished  sin,  of  con(juered  death, 
Of  endless  Hfe  Ave  sin;^-. 

Descend,  O  sovereign  (iod  !   and  move 
These  cedars  with  thy  sound; 

Spake  all  the  boughs — illume  the  grove, 
And  consecrate  our  ground. 

Send  down  selectest  Cherubin, 

These  walls,  these  shades  to  keep; 

With  harps  of  heavenly  sound  to  charm  — 
Our  loved  ones  while  they  sleep. 

'Ilie  clay  that  once  a  soul  possessed. 

Is  not  a  common  clod; 
O  leave  in  sacred  peace  to  rest. 

The  workmanship  of  Ood  ! 

Yon  lake  serene — this  fair  retreat — 
We  yield  them  to  the  dead; 

These  echoes  to  the  rccpiiein  sweet, 
And  to  the  mourner's  tread. 

Far,  far  from  these  green  isles  retire, 
All  sounds  of  strife  and  feud; 

No  mirth  profane,  no  Avild  desire 
On  these  still  bowers  intrude. 

Oft  may  the  resuiTection  hymn, 

Here  puljli.-,h  mercy's  i)l;in; 
And  God  amid  these  garden  tombs, 

Come  down  to  walk  with  man. 
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QUEBEC. 


Wliere  tlie  f^reat  Tjalaj-river  l)en(lH, 
"NVliPii-  St.  ClmrloH'  wave  (losconds; 
Wlieie  cacli  bold  advanci]!^'  nliore, 
Tlireatc'UH  to  shut  up  <lio  door; 
AVliere  the  Diamond  cra^'s*  we  greet- 
Hail  to  tliy  trausceudaut  seat, 
O,  Quebec  1 

^[ouutaiu  cit}'  !   on  thy  towers, 
Sunset  pours  its  <.:fohleu  showers; 
Roofs  and  spires  scintilhmt  throw, 
IJrilliaucc  in  the  Wfirhl  below. 
While  the  fortress  greets  the  stars — 
<Jray  old  ghosts  of  ancient  wars, 
O,  Quel)ec  ! 

Winding  iii)ward  from  thy  strand, 
All  around  is  fair}^  land. 
See  the  white  sails  onward  glide  ! 
Hamlets  stretched  along  the  tide — 
Orleans  anchored  in    the  stream, — 
^lontmoren(;e's  distant  gleam^ 
(),   Quel)ec! 

On  this  (;ape  of  sparkling  stone, 
Krst  an  Indian  village  shone; 
Ere  the  roving  bold  Chamjilain, 
Here  began  the  gallic  reigu; 
He,  the  father  of  New  France, 
Wreathed  the  lilies  round  the  lance, 
O,  Quebec  1 


♦Qiulii'O  iH  built  uixiii  a  jiromoiitory  of  rock,  which  i>rojcct3  Into  the  St.  Lawrence,  at 
tlic  jiiiictioii  of  till- St.  Cluirlfs.  It  was  ori^;iii;illy  lallcil  Capo  Diamond,  probably  from  the 
jJiiiiin;?  particlcb  in  the  atones  whiL-h  couiim.seil  tli.-  I'lilVs. 
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Nature  seoiue<I  to  8.13'  JiiiiM  lioro, 
Face  the  rivers,  ^njar<l  tho  roar; 
llaug  tlio  caHtlc  in  tlio  aii', 
('iip  tlio  hill  with  fortress  fair; 
Let  the  city  dcjwnward  },diilo, 
Wiiiniiij:^  footholds  from  the  tide, 
O,  (Quebec! 

IMaiiy  a  jifraiid  heroic  iiunie, 
Here  hath  won  the  wreath  of  fame; 
Fronti{,mac  and  yreat  ^Ji)uti"ilin, 
Gave  these  cliffs  a  storied  cluiriu. 
Ere  thy  massive  l)ulwa)-ks  shone, 
INlid  the  towers  of   Britain's  throne, 
0,  (^lebec! 

Here  the  pillar,  helm  and  sword, 
"Wolfe's  immortal  name  record; 
Down  the  stream  he  came  by  ui;;-ht, 
Throvigh  this  glen  he  gained  the  height, 
On  these  rugged  sods  he  fell — 
Dying  drank  from  yonder  well— 
0,  (Quebec! 

In  a  deeper  gorge  below, 
Crimson  lay  the  matted  snow; 
"Where  ^fontgomery's  laurels  grew, 
Dloomless,  steeped  in  midnight  dew; 
"Wolfe  in  glory  : — in  defeat 
Fell  jNIontgomery  at  thy  feet, 
O,  (iuebecl 
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THE  FIELD  OF  GLOPvY. 

KnOI,AND  and  AmEIUCA  SEl'AIiATEIJ  IN    1770,  REUNITED  IN   1858. 


The  lightning  HpealiS — it  conquers  time — 
All  hearts  are  thrilled  with  deep  emotion; 

It  conquers  K2)ace — thought  gi'ows  sublime, 
And  whisi:)ers,  "Now  subdue  the  ocean, 

Let  worlds  be  linked, — the  East  and  West, 
The  Red  Cross  with  the  iStars  of  Heaven; 

Down  where  the  billows  sink  to  rest, 

Let  hands  be  joined,  the  pledge  be  given." 

But  theory  said  it  could  not  be, 

And  wisdom  doubtless  stood  and  wondered, 
Experience  laughed  with  faithless  glee — 

Yet  science  hoped,  e'en  while  she  blundered. 

'Tis  done  : — the  problem  has  been  wrought — 
lling  forth  the  loud  hilarious  story; 

Tubes  through  th'  abyss  are  pouring  thought, 
And  covering  the  great  Field  with  glory. 
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WASHINGTON     IN      RETIREMENT. 


Tlioy  arc  tlic  ^ncit,  tlic;  truly  j:rc:it, 

In  purpose  lirm,  in  iic.t  diviiu;, 
Who  !ill  tlio  poiup  and  i)o\ver  of  Htatc, 

Serenely  us  they  took,  re.sif,nj. 

And  Washin;,'ton  -  th(ju  matclileHW  star, 
The  brijiht  A  returns  of  our  zone  I 

O'er  saj^cs,  patriots,  sijns  of  war, 
Ascending-  still  ihy  ^doiy  shone. 

(3'('r  tliine  the  tiiuiupli  hij^h  enrolled. 
Above  all  kinys  or  kingly  strife, 

Around  thy  sacred  breast  to  fold, 
The  majesty  of  private  life, 

Too  great  to  seek  the  woild's  renown, 
Too  pure  to  take  audjition's  vow. 

Thy  country's  love  was  all  the  crown. 
That  giittereil  on  thine  honored  br(jw. 

The  music  of  a  nation's  praise, 

Swept  after  thy  retiring  feet. 
And  seeded  with  undying  lays, 

iNhijestic  Vernt)n's  calm  retreat. 

And  still  through  all  these  sacred  bounds, 

The  echoes  of  thy  glory  run; 
The  earth  beneath  our  feet  resounds, 

In  solcnui  hcurt-beuts  ^\'ashing•ton. 

We  tread  where  unco  the  hero  Uod; 

His  sacred  shade  seems  passing  by ; 
And  musing  on  his  trust  in  God, 

We  learn  like  him  to  look  on  high. 

With  gifts  of  love,  O  Sage  !   we  come  ! 

Wake  every  heart,  sound  every  string  ! 
Red('m])tion  lor  this  hallowed  tomb, 

I'rice  for  these  priceless  halls  we  bring. 

Rise  up,  ye  fair  !   work  heart  and  hand  I 
Redeem  these  shades  and  make  them  free; 

For  Vernon  is  our  Holy  Lanil, 
And  this  our  vear  of  Jubilee. 
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THE     NEW    YEAR 


Auollicr  _>c;iv  lias  tied  !      iiinttlicr  link 
That-  binds  the  prrsciit  to  llio  past  is  ^'oiu;  ! 

Life's  bark  is  spoediiij^"  onward  to  the  biiiik 
That  marks  the  bounds  tif  time,  lieyonil  whose  bourn 

No  weary  traveller  turns  his  backward  way, 

On  the  vast  oeeau  of  Eternity. 


J 


The  Pnst  .'   H(»w  deop  \\\o.  record   that  ai)i)ears 
Indelibly  upon  the  heart  engraven; — • 

'Ihu  l'\itiire      joy  ilhiiiiinc'd  or  dimmed  \vith  tears, 
8hadoweil  with  -loom  or  bii'^ht  with  hopes  of  lifavrn, 

Fills  up  the  blank  on  T^ifc's  unwritten  pa^e, 

Memento  keepiuL;-  of  ]Man's  pili^riniaye. 

And  thus  we  chani^e  the  ever  varyinu'  scene, 
Hctween  the  cra<llo  and  the  silent  tomb; 

Alternate  clouds  and  sunshine  intervene, 
l>eaniiii^'  with  smiles  of   joy  oi'   dark  with  ghMHii, 

^\'hiU!  llo])e,  sweet  an;^('l,  hovers  o'er  the  way, 

And  gilds  e'en  sorrow  with  lier  lovely  rav. 


As  o'er  the  ]'*ast  with  retrospective  power. 
Our  thou;L,''hts  revert,  to  meri'ies  kindly  <^iven. 

What  numerous  blessinj^s  as  we  count  them  o'er 
Have  marked  the  passinti'  year  :-- lieiiiii-inint  Heaven 

lale's  pathway  oil  hath  kindly  strewn  with  llowers 

And  favors  free  as  Snmmer's  ""enerous  showers. 


^riie  Futnrc — who  woidd  dare  withdraw  the  veil 
That:  shrouds  the  future  from  all  mortal  ken? 

^\'hnl  hand  would  (hire  to  hreak  the  niystie  seal 
That  (lod  has  set  ujion  the  affairs  of  men? 

Mnough  for  us  to  know,  a  Fathe/f^  eye 

His  children's  steps  attend  throuyh  life's  dark  way. 
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'I'lieii  triiHtinrr  Fiiii),^  with  joy  sc-rftiio  rnuy  rest, 
On  liin  kind  arjii,  oinnipotoiit  to  save; — 

fiean,  like  tlie  loved  apoHtle  on  the  breast 
Of  liiiii  whose  Hiiiilo  Hheds  riuliauce  o'er  the  grave 

('oiilidiii;^'- sweetly  iu  the  proiiii.se  {,'iveii, 

In  joyful  ])roHpe(;t  of  flu;  bliss  of  ffeaven. 

May  these  blest  rills  of  purest  pleasure  How. 
Dear  Friends  and  Patrons,  in  each  luippy  breast, 

"  A  ITuppii  New  Year  "  unalloyed  by  woe- 
Be  yours  its  highest  hopes,  its  richest  zest,— 

Vours  many  future  years  of  peace  and  love, — 

Yours  the  triumphant  joys  of   Heaven  above  ! 


'"iJik  Z^/'  yi\^  cV,//..i  i-Tx-y^-^ 
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MEMOIR 

OF 

AsiiiMiL  Woodward,  M.  D. 


Tlie  (Icath  of  Ah1i1)C'1  Wooclward,  I\[.  ]).,*  of  Franklin,  Conn., 
Dec.  20,  1885,  closed  a  loiiij,-,  laborious  and  an  eminently  useliil 
career.  Dr.  Woodward  was  born  June  20,  1801,  in  AVillingtoii. 
Conn.,  tlu'  ancestral  farm  lying  on  the  border  line,  partly  in  that 
town  and  partly  in  A.sliford.  (aaduating  at  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  ]>owdoin  C^ollcge  in  ^lay,  182!),  he  settled  two  months 
later  in  Fiaiiklin,  where  he  continued  to  re.-^ide  till  tin;  end. 

As  a  physician  Dr.  Woodward  was  noted  for  (piiikness  and 
accuracy  of  i)erception.  In  the  sick  room  nothing  escaped  his  at- 
tention, lie  was  especially  successful  in  desperate  cases,  detect- 
ing;- with  the  rapidity  of  intuition  the  slightest  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  ])atient,  and  anticipating  every  emergency. 

The  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  medical  brethren  is 
shown  by  the  trusts  confided  to  him,  and  the  distinctions  conferred 
upon  him.  Besides  tilling  many  other  positions,  he  was,  from 
ISaS  to  IHfil,  president  of  the  Connecticut  j\[cdic;d  Society.  His 
annual  addresses  on  "Life  ;''  "  ^ledical  Ethics,"  and  "  An  Histor- 
ical Sketch  ''  of  the  Society,  attracted  much  attention  at  the  time, 
and  are  still  remembered.  He  was  also  from  its  formation  an  ac- 
tive and  deeply  interested  n^eml>er  of  the  American  ^tedical  Asso- 
ciation, and  ail  honorary  member  of  several  state  societies.f 


♦Ashbel  Woodward  was  the  seventh  iu  descent  from  Richard  Woodward,  who  em- 
barked in  the  ship  Eli/:ibeth  at  Ipswich,  Kn^'land,  April  10,  1031.  and  whoso  name  is  on  the 
earlitst  li.st  of  propriutors  of  Watertowu,  Mass.  The  Woodward  Ueiualotjy  is  h'iveu  iu  Dr. 
Henry  Uoud's  History  ot  Waturtown. 

tHo  was  long  a  Vice  President  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society;  a  Vice  President 
of  the  Now  London  County  Historical  Society  from  its  formation  till  his  death;  and  a  'i>r- 
respondlug  RIemlKr  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  and  of  the  Itoyal 
Historical  Society  of  Great  Uritain. 


»  f>J  J')! 
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In  tlio  oarly  (lays  of  tlio  Itf'bcllion  Ik;  was  appoint'-'!  by  Gov. 
iJiickinj^liatn  one  of  tli(;  Ixjard  to  oKuniino  sur^'eons  lor  tlio  volun- 
teer rej,'inients  of  tlio  Htat(!.  lilt')  tlif  conflict  lor  tlu;  preservati<»D 
of  the  Union  lu;  throw  his  loolin;^^s  and  olTcjits  with  the  ardor  which 
eliaracteri/.cd  all  his  un(h;rlal<iii^'K.  As  tlie  rlrain  ui>on  the  re- 
sources of  the  coiintiy  Iticaino  nuuo  jnonouncod,  he  de<  ided  to  ^o 
to  the  front  himself,  and  as  siirf^'oon  of  tlur  'iwenty-sixth  ('(junecti- 
cut  shared  in  the  sie^'e  and  captnio  of  I'ovt  Hudson.  II  o  was  then 
nearly  sixty  years  of  a^n',  and  iiis  friends  attempted  to  discouraf,'e 
the  purpt)se  "U  the  ground  that  he  was  t'jo  old  to  l)ear  tlie  priva- 
tions and  hardships  of  life  in  camp,  indeed  the  warnings  nearly 
proved  true,  for  on  his  return  home,  alter  serving  out  the  term  of 
enlistment,  he  was  long  and  dangerously  ill  with  inahirial  fever. 

Althougii  driven  with  professional  work,  Dr.  Woodward  in 
some  way  found  time  to  aceomplisli  much  with  the  ])en.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  addresses  already  referred  to,  he  contributed  numer- 
ous i)apers  which  are  preserved  in  the  "Proceedings''  annually 
2)uhlished  by  the  Oounecticut  Medical  Society.  At  the  recpiost  of 
the  familv  of  (Jen.  Nathaniel  Lyon,  he  prepared  a  biography  of 
that  early  martyr  for  the  Unii»n,  wliose  skill  as  a  soldier  was  not 
less  conspicuous  than  his  devotion  as  a  patriot.  lie  had  previously 
written  a  memoir  of  Col.  Thomas  Knowlton,  a  grand-uiicle  of 
(jien.  Lyou  on  the  maternal  side.  Col.  Knowlton  commanded  the 
continentals  stationed  behind  tlie  rail  fence  at  Bunker  Hill,  and 
was  killed  in  battle  at  Harlem  Heights,  September  Ki,  177(J.  .loel 
]\luns('ll,  of  Albany,  in  1ST8,  published  a  sniiill  volume  written  by 
Dr.  Woodward,  upon  "Wampum" — a  subject  to  which  he  had 
given  long  attention.  As  a  memlier  of  the  committee  of  arraniie- 
menls,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  celebration  of  the  two  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  the  town  of  Norwich, 
Sept.  7th  and  8th,  1S5".),  and  tor  the  book  containing  the  records 
of  that  event,  furnished  the  paper  on  the  "  Early  Physicians  of 
Norwich  " 

October  1-1,  ISliS,  the  Congregational  Church  of  Franklin  cel- 
ebratcul  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  orgaui- 
zati'm,  when  Dr.  Woodward  delivered  the  historical  address. 
This  was  afterwards  exi)anded  into  a  '•Historj-  of  Franklin." 

Dr.  Woodw^ard  had  great  fondness  for  local  liistorical,  and 
especially  for  genealogical  investigations.  His  knowledge  of  the 
lineages  of  old  New  Phigiand  families  was  extensive  aild  at  instant 
command.  His  writings  on  this  class  of  subject.'?  are  to  Vjo  found 
in  the  Noav  England  liistorical  and  Genealogical  Eegister,  and  in 
other  publications. 


\ 
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During  life  lie  was  a  collector  of  rare  books,  pamphlets, 
coiiiH,  Tiuliiiii  relics  ami  auto^rr;i|)lis.  In  accmriulatin;^'  a  lil>riiry 
lie  made  a  Hpecialty  of  town  ami  county  luHtories,  and  of  inono- 
^rrapliH  on  important  events.* 

In  tlie  early  autumn  of  1S7'.)  the  nei^^dihors  of  Dr.  Wood- 
ward, on  a  sudden  imimlse,  improvised  a  social  gathering,'  to  cele- 
brate tlio  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  his  settlement  anionj,' 
them.  Informal  verl)al  invitations  were  passed  from  one  to  an- 
utlier  to  meet  at  his  residence  on  the  afternoon  of  September  5th. 
Sliort  as  was  the  notice,  people  came  in  throni^'s  from  near  and  far 
till  the  house  was  tilled,  while  the  overflow  min^ded  in  conversa- 
tion on  the  lawns  and  beneiitli  the  trees  witliout.  Some  drove  fif- 
teen miles  and  more.  The  enclosures,  swarininf,'  with  vehicles  and 
animated  ^n-oups,  i)resented  an  appearance  a.s  picturesque  as  it 
was  unusual.  'I'he  day  jjroved  to  be  one  of  rare  beauty,  cool  for 
the  season,  cominu'  and  going  in  cloudless  splendor.  Floral  testi- 
monials decorated  the  tables,  including  several  of  rare  tlowers  and 
of  elaborate  arrangement. 

As  the  slmdows  from  the  western  hills  began  to  fall  across  the 
valley,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Jones,  from  the  front  steps,  in  the  presence 
of  the  guests,  addressed  Dr.  Woodward  in  a  few  sentences  express- 
ive of  the  esteem  and  affection  of  the  community. 

I  have  been  commissioned  to  the  pleasant  duty  of  making  the 
presentation  address  to  you.  Vou  have  outlived  nearly  all  who 
began  practice  with  you  as  your  coteiiiporaries.  To  have  lived  loug 
is  a  distiuetion,  but  to  have  lived  well  is  a  still  greater  distinction, 
and  that  distinction  we  regard  as  yoiu's.  Few  occupations  aflbrd 
more  opportunities  for  doing  good  tluin  that  of  a  physician.  We 
reco,ii,ni/.e  jour  sincerity,  integrity  and  professional  enthusiasm. 
In  summer  and  winter,  sunshine  and  storm,  by  night  and  by  day, 
you  have  gone  over  these  hills  and  through  these  valleys,  scclang 
to  relieve  distress,  prolonging  many  lives  ami  uiVording  much  hap- 
piness. Faithful,  true  and  self-sacrilicing,  you  have  endeared 
yourself  to  many,  and  it  is  with  thanks  that  we  gather  here  to-day. 
We  desiie  to  recognize  your  services  iu  public  atiairs,  educational, 


*l)r.  Woodward  wns  cm;  of  the  most  thoroutiU  and  nlisibU' of  our  New  EugUiid  anti- 
(juaries.  Uo  had  iicciiimilati'd  u  vast  fund  of  iiiforuiatioii  ur"'"  t'aiuil)  and  local  history, 
particularly  of  his  native  statu,  which  ho  was  alway.s  ready  ti.  .-.  lunilUii.at.'  to  tlios<-  cutjaied 
In  invcHtinatin','  those  subj.n'ts.  Uo  took  nuicli  interest  in  Uio  New  Kii^huid  llislorio  Oe«ea- 
logical  Society,  ot  wliich  liu  wart  elected  a  corresponding;  member  in  1S,").1.  lie  nninifestej  hi- 
Interest  iu  the  HKia.sxKii  by  subscribing  for  two  copi.s  of  the  work  ami  cuutributin-  m.iuy 
valuable  ijapi-rs  for  its  luit^es.— John  Ward  Dean  in  Uistouic.\l  .\NDGt.NEALoGiOAL  UKGlsitit. 
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civil  and  roli^aoiis.  'riii'Oii<,'li  your  wjitin;,'H,  professifHial  skill  riii<l 
reputation,  you  liavo  honored  tliis  coin lu unity.  Jt  is  with  Hcnti- 
nieiits  of  this  kind  tliat  1  uiu  coinniishioned  to  jjre.sent  to  ycju  tliiH 
testimonial  of  (mr  allcction,  ostoeni  and  ondurinj^  frieudHhip.  Miiy 
il  be  an  enibUjin  of  the  «tronj^,  unbomlinj^  attacliMi'-nt  of  tho.->e 
{gathered  here. 

Dr.    Woodward    wan    then    presented    with    an    el;<^iud   <^<>\d 
headed  ebony  cane.     On  it  was  engraved: 

182U. 

Presented  to 

AsHisKi,  WoouwAui),  i\r.  D., 

as   a   menmrial 

off)!)  years 

of  ]irofessional 

ser\ ice 

lu  accepting  the  gift,  the  recipient  with  much  feeling  made  a 
few  perst>nal  remarks,  substantially  as  follows  : 

I  came  here  fifty  years  ago  with  au  uncertain  future  before 
me,  but  I  desired  success  only  on  the  condition  that  I  should  be 
fully  qualified  for  the  practice  of  my  profession,  and  should  so  dis- 
charge its  duties  as  to  entitle  me  to  the  favor  of  my  employers. 
1  posted  no  bills;  1  had  no  runners;  I  did  not  advertise.  1  pro- 
cured a  shingle,  but  did  not  put  it  out.  1  never  sought  business. 
The  favors  which  came  were  spontaneous,  lint  T  do  not  stand 
here  to  boast.  ]\[y  career  with  3'ou  has  been  a  living  epistle  to  be 
read  by  all.  And  now  1  desire  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  tor 
the  gift  which  you  have  i)laccd  in  my  hands.  Nothing  could  be 
more  appropriate  for  an  antediluvi;;n  to  lean  upon  than  a  trusty 
staff.      I  shall  esteem  it  a  preciious  reminder  of  your  favor. 

Hon.  LaFayette  S.  Foster,  a  native  of  Franklin  and  ex-United 
States  Senator,  then  added  a  few  words  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
casion, after  which  refreshments  were  served. 

D\iring  the  active  career  of  Dr.  Woodward,  great  changes 
were  ellected  in  the  distribution  of  the  intellectual  and  sof^al  en- 
ergies of  New  England.  lu  relative  importance  anil  prosperity 
the  country  towns  steadily  declined.  Early  in  the  century  divines 
of  conspicuous  ability  labored  contentedly  in  rural  parishes,  while 


76 

pliysiciaiis  of  eminent  skill  found  funplf;  scope  for  fiinl)ifion  in 
serving'  the  Kcattered  ])Opuhiti'jn  Jiround  tlioiii.  Moanwliile  the  (h.-- 
veloi^ment  of  niiumr.ictmeH  iind  the  construction  of  rnilwayH  Imve 
accomplished  ii  revohitiou.  Shadowed  l)y  ^'rowin^  cities,  rural 
communities  must  now  stiuf,f^de  to  avoid  palj>abie  retroj,'re.ssion. 
So  preponderant  are  th<!  centrifugal  forces,  that  from  nuiny  tlie  old 
family  names,  with  their  traditions  and  pride,  have  well  nif,'h  dis- 
a|)pe;ued.  Dr.  Woodward  preferred  rural  scenes.  Located  in  a 
quadrangular  valley  of  remarkable  beauty,  amid  orchards  ami 
vines  of  his  own  planting,  devoted  to  his  profession  and  to  his 
home,  he  could  heartily  ([uote  the  remark  often  repeated  by  the 
venerable  Samuel  Xott,  1).  D.,  whose  residence  crowned  the  }ioigh- 
horing  hill,  and  wliose  i)astorate  in  Franklin,  heginuing  in  iTxii. 
covered  a  period  of  sixty-live  years,  "Our  lines  are  cast  in  pleas- 
ant places." 

There  are  solid  reasons  for  believing  that  the  fortunes  of  our 
country  towns  will  ere  long  experience  a  marked  and  permanent 
revival.  Indeed,  at  various  points  the  improvement  lias  aheadv 
made  sul)stantial  headway.  The  AV'est,  which  has  remorsely  drained 
us  of  our  youth,  is  filling  up.  She  no  longer  otiers  boundless  areas 
of  virgin  soil  to  tempt  immigration.  At  home  the  financial  extrava- 
gance displayed  in  the  government  of  cities,  enhancing  both 
directly  and  indiret-tly  the  cost  of  liviiiL;-,  will  more  and  more  direct 
attention  to  the  fair  fields  and  limjiid  brooks  once  threatened  with 
desertion.  V/hat  is  lost  in  the  heroic  virtues  by  the  withdrawal  of 
thehard  conditions  of  the  p;ist,  will  be  made  up  by  the  growing  culti- 
vation of  the  l)eautiful.  (lardens  will  bloom,  art  will  be  pursued, 
homes  will  be  made  lovely,  the  surroundings  of  life  will  become  at- 
tractive, where  communities  now  find  ditliculty  in  keejnng  alive 
the  religiou.s  and  educational  institutions  established  by  the  fathers. 

From  early  manhood  Dr.  Woodward  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Franklin,  and  never  wearied  in  eflbrts  to 
sustain  and  strengthen  it.  He  was  not  oiily  a  devout  but  also  an 
unquestioning  believer  in  the  teachings  of  Christianity.  His  last 
Sunday  on  earth  found  him  in  his  accustomed  place,  ofticiating  as 
deacon. 

During  his  long  term  of  active  service  Dr.  Woodward  minis- 
tered in  sickness  to  at  least  six  successive  generations,  and  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  conunanded  the  un<pialified  conlidenct 
of  his  clientage.  Often  appealed  to  for  counsel  and  guidance,  le 
was  never  known  to  discuss  or  even  mention  a  matter  that  canie 
to   his  knowledge    in  the  sacredness  uf   professional    intercourse. 


7(i 

Scrupulous  ill  performing'  tho  work  of  each  day,  thorough  in  all 
uiulcrtulunfj^s,  iutoleraut  of  Hhaiu  and  pretense,  direct  in  aims  and 
metliods,  he  pursued  uncompromisinj^Iy  the  paths  marked  out  hy 
his  coii(;ei)tionH  of  duty.  In  some  respects  he  seemed  to  helonj,' 
more  to  a  former  age  than  to  the  in-eseiit.  On  the  maternal  side 
inheriting  from  a  clerical  ancestry  the  storn  theological  (jpinious 
of  early  New  iMigluud,  Dr.  ^V^)odward  himself  in  beliefs,  sympa- 
thies and  character,  was  a  marked  survival  of  the  Puritans, 

His  wife  (Kmeline  Bicknell),  to  whom  he  was  married  in  May, 
1832,  with  two  sons,  survive  him. 
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MEMOIR 


OF  THE 


Ri'V.  Thomas  Lhi-pingwI'Ll  Sihpman. 


In  IG*.)3,  Edward  Shipnian,  the  first  of  his  name  iu  New  I*'tig- 
land,  died  at  Say  brook.  In  that  same  year  his  former  towusuian, 
Lieut.  Tliomas  L(!tliii^fwell,  of  Norwich,  alieady  iu  the  sixties,  w;is 
about  to  enj^'aye  with  vif,'or  in  a  new  l)usiness,  tavern  keepiuu;, 
while  Joseph  Coit,  of  New  liondou,  had  before  him  still  seven 
years  of  shipbuilding  in  this  mortal  lite. 

The  interest  of  Mr.  Shipman's  ancestry  clusters  about  these 
three  names.  For  fifty  years  after  the  death  of  the  first  Edward 
Shipman,  his  family  seems  to  have  lived  and  multiplied  in  Say- 
brook,  •^'ood  citizens  and  undistinguished.  Al)out  1750  a  young 
Shipman  named  Nathaniel  (he  was  in  the  Saybruok  train  band, 
1745,)  moved  to  Norwich.  By  his  marriage  with  I^Ti/.abeth  LelT- 
iugwell,  he  became  the  hither  of  a  son,  a  second  Nathaniel;  and 
this  "honored  ami  exemplary  son  of  Norwicli,'  as  Miss  Caulkins 
calls  him  —silversmith  and  judge  of  the  county  and  probate  courts — • 
became  the  father  of  Tiiomas  L.,  by  his  marriage  wilh  Abigail 
Coit.  The  mother's  ancestry  is  traced  mure  easily  than  the 
father's,  it  runs  through  Benjamin,  farmer  in  Crriswold,  and  judge 
of  the  county  court, — "a  sincere  and  conscientious  man;"  Col. 
Samuel,  farmer  and  judge  of  the  county  court;  Kev.  Joseph,  pas- 
tor of  Plainfield;  J osei)h,  shipbuilder  at  New  London;  John,  .ship- 
wright of  New  London,  who  is  first  mentioned  at  Salem  iu  1G3S, 
having  immigrated  from  (xlamorganshire,  Wales. 

No  one,  however,  who  knew  ^Mr.  Shipman  well  can  forget  that 
he  was  es|)ecially  proud  of  his  Christian  name,  which  came  to  him 
from  his  grandfather,  the  fourth  Thomas  Lelfingwell  in  direct  d<  - 
scent.  ]Iis  uncle,  the  fifth  Thomas,  died  a  bachelor,  and  the 
nephew  was  wont  to  consider  himself  most  clearly  the  perpetuator 
of  the  honorable  name. 
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Afr.  Shipinaii  Wiis  born  in  Norwic-li,  Auf,'iiHt  28,  llW.  f)n  lioth 
sides  of  liis  house  Llic  l)(;nt  of  tlie  laiiiilv  liiul  been  towards  civic 
life,  and  yol  in  llie  niollicr's  I'ainilv  sincere  ])iety  was  ho  united  to 
an  eniotioiial  intensity,  derived  jxirhaps,  from  Welsli  rorefatlierH, 
(hat  it  coidd  very  easily  develoj)  tlie  pastor  and  |iri;acher.  And  in 
(Jod's  providence  this  canif;  to  puss,  and  so  in  \^\  i,  ibc  Ixjy  wiih 
sent  to  \'ah3  college.  In  d\ie  time,  he  went  io  Ainlover  Seminary, 
[graduating  in  l.S:il.  The  six  years  f(jllowinj:  were  years  of  inde- 
cision, causful  in  part  by  "a  nervous  self-distruHt,"  which  kept  him 
from  accepting  a  regular  pastorate,  and  in  part  by  an  enthusiaMii 
for  the  Home  .Missionary  work.  Urged  oji  by  this  enthuHiasm,  he 
went  in  bS:!!  to  South  Carolina,  and  ag.iin,  after  two  years  of  "siip- 
})ly"  in  vaiious  parts  of  Connecticut  lo  Ohio,  at  that  time  nn.ssion- 
aiy  gioiuuk  Jn  the  latter  part  of  bS-io,  however,  lie  was  ordained 
and  nistalled  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  JSouthbury,  (,'onn.,  and 
here  he  remained  ten  years,  being  oUHged  by  long  illness  in  his 
family,  to  resign  at  the  end  of  that  time.  His  pastorate  at  South- 
bury  was  characterized,  as  indeed  his  whole  life  was,  by  a  "cpiickly 
excited  and  lasting  enthusiasm  in  everything  that  belonged  to  the 
life  of  a  njinister.  Hi;  believed  in  preaching  with  all  his  heart,  it 
was  God's  way  of  saving  men.''  Thi'ee  revivals  in  the  ten  years 
testilied  prominently  that  his  heartfelt  })rt!aching  had  i)ower  t(j  win 
response  from  other  hearts.  After  leaving  S(juthl)ury  he  preached 
l<S;i7-41  at  IJozrah,  and  1842-54  at  Jewett  t'ity,  accepting  a  call  to 
settle  at  .lewott  City  after  a  year's  delay,  in  1  ^4;{.  He  resigned 
on  iiccount  of  a  shattered  nervoussystem,  and  did  not  talce  another 
parish  during  the  rest  of  his  life,  but  continued,  for  the  most  of 
the  time,  to  live  ou  his  beautiful  estate  on  the  banks  of  the 
(^uincljaug.  Seldom  has  there  been  a  man,  however,  who  did  loss 
"rusting  out."  lie  supplietl,  for  periods  ranging  from  two  Sun- 
days to  eight  months,  thirty  congregations  in  the  eastern  counties 
of  the  state,  and  preached  till  almost  the  last  Sun<biy  of  his 
eighty-eight  years.  It  Avas  during  this  time  that  he  gradually  be- 
(;ame  '"Father  Shipmau"  all  over  the  state;  through  no  ecclesiastical 
denominating  or  tie  of  blood,  but  through  instinctive  reliance  on 
the  Avarm  sympathy  and  benignancy  which  his  growing  age  gave 
to  all  ages.  He  had,  as  the  Ilev.  W.  B.  Clarke  has  said  of  him  in 
his  admirable  '•^[eniorial,"  a  genius  for  geniality.  It  beamed  from 
his  eyes  and  every  line  of  his  ruddy  face,  from  every  impet  lous 
movemeut  of  his  bent  but  sturdy  form,  most  of  all  when  lu-s:.t  and 
faced  his  visitor  with  kindly  gaze,  eagerly  awaiting  some  revela- 
tion of  character,  or  when  he  him.self  poured  out  with  utmost  en- 
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joyiiieiit  Iij'h  ri(;li  cnUcrAion  of  rciuiiiiHCCiu^os.  In  roiiuirkalik;  com- 
l)iiial  ion,  lu;  lo>('(l  liiw  fellow  iiii-ii  witli  I  lie  stcni  hn'c  of  tiie  .Ie\vi>,li 
pi'oplict,  and  also  with  (hat  hjwer  non-moral  love  to  which  'all  the 
world's  a  btaj^^e.''  In  this  lattci-  sense,  he  loved  Ininian  nature  in 
all  its  ways— its  virtues,  its  faults,  its  oddities,  its  varied  joys  aii'l 
vexations.  Having-  this  tenipei-aiuent,  he  loved  life,  iind  wa.s 
ardently  synipath"tic  with  individual  lives.  As  a  preaciier,  lie 
was,  j)erha}js,  too  easily  excital)le,  too  universally  intense.  Ife 
lacked  the  power  which  comes  by  a  slow,  strong  nature  at  la-it 
aroused.  But  no  sui'h  at)aieinents  red\ice  the  fruits  of  his  syjii- 
pathy  and  y(;nial  benevolence.  He  easily  \vo)i  atfecticni  and  inoie 
than  affection.  The  sunshine  of  his  presence  cheered,  warmed  anil 
expanded  many  hearts  wherever  he  went.  Father  Shipnian  was 
one  of  the  number  wh(>se  inlluence  was  not  left  measurable  in 
bricks  or  by  the  strength  of  reformatory  movements;  and  so  it  is 
hard  to  give  an  adecpuite  idea  of  the  place  he  tilled  in  his  state 
and  yeneration.  His  life  is  like  the  sunshine  indeed,  which  was 
here  and  is  gone,  but  renuiins  the  life  of  many.  I3eini,^  dead,  he 
yet  spcaketh. 

He  died  August  29,  1880,  and  was  buried  at  Jeweft  City,  He 
had  l)een  nnvrried  twice.  His  tirst  wife  was  ^lary  T.,  daughter  of 
(leu.  David  Deming  and  Abby  Champion.  Their  only  child, 
Nathaniel,  l)orn  August  '22,  1828,  is  the  present  judge  of  the  U.  S. 
District  Court  for  Connecticut.  His  second  wife  was  IMrs.  I'ai'mela 
Coit,  daughter  of  Dr.  -losiah  Fuller,  of  riaintield.  By  her  he  had 
two  children — Lydia  LelVmgwell  (married  Dr.  (Jeorge  W.  Averv) 
who  died  at  Hartford,  May  15,  1883,  at  the  age  of  thirty-sevec 
years,  and  Thomas  Lellingv/ell,  who  died  in  infancy. 


82 


M  E  M  O  r  R 


or  TiiK 


Hon.   William    II.    St.\kk, 


Williiini  Holt  Starr  was  boi'ii  in  the  town  of  (Jroton,  M:iy  -21, 
ISO.S.  He  was  u  liueal  deseendaiit  ol'  Dr.  Couifort  St;iir,  uiio  (-ini- 
yratoil  IVoni  Asliford,  Oouutj  of  Kent,  I':ii<;biija,  ?ila)cli  -Jl,  Ii;;{t, 
ami  made  liis  re.sidence  at  New  Towiic  (( 'anil)iid;/(-)  wliore  liis 
name  fn^juently  appears  in  the  recMn-ds,  and  a  copy  of  wlio«c  will 
may  be  tbuud  in  the  Probate  Oitice  of  SutTolk  Co.,  at  l5o.ston,  .Alass 

Hi.s  fathei-,  Klisha  Starr,  was  a  farmrr,  and  duriii--  bis  early 
years  he  worked  on  the  Httle  farm  ibirin- the  summer  and  attended 
selioo]  in  the  winter,  as  was  tlie  cnstom  of  farmer's  boys  at  that 
tunc.  He  was  always  fond  of  readii.o-.  and  the  lirst  money  lie 
ever  earned  he  expended  for  a  book  and  tind;.,'ed  home  over  tlie 
hills  perfectly  hai)py  in  the  possession  of  his  treasure.  At  the 
age  of  eiyhteeu  he  taught  the  district  school  in  his  native  town. 
ami  afterwards  oi)encd  a  small  store,  selling  such  goods  as  were 
reipiir.d  iu  a  country  store  at  that  time,  llejuarrii-d  Freh.ve 
Huilbut  Williaiijs,  October  7,  ls;;:j  and  in  ISS:}  celebrated  his 
g-oldeu  wedding,  together  with  his  brother  ('iiavk's,  who  was  mar- 
ried at  the  same  time.  He  removed  to  New  Y'ork  in  ISiJS,  and  en- 
gag(d  iu  the  publication  of  a  newspaper  in  which  lie  was  assisted 
by  \\h'  brilliant,  gifti'd  lulgar  A.  Toe,  and  his  aiu'rdotes  of  the 
erratic  tienius  were  always  interesting  and  enjoyable,  lie  after- 
wards entered  into  mercantile  life,  and  was  a  partner  in  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  successful  houses  in  the  manufaeture  and 
sale  of  all  kinds  of  himps,  chandeliers  and  gas  fixtures,  in  which 
he  ama.ssed  a  competence.  lieturing-  to  New  London  he  built  a 
line  residence  on  Wiuthrop's  Neck,  laying  out  and  improving-  timt 
section  of  the  city,  which  at  that  time  was  rough  untitled  'mid. 
The  entire  scpiare,  whicli  is  now  covered  with  houses,  Avas  taste- 
full}  laid  out  with  lawns,  summer  house,   grapery,  greendiouscs. 
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etp.  llo  mIko  built  Slvv  (ii'uvo  Cottiiyo,  iuid  wuh  iiiaiiily  instruiuC'ii- 
tnl  ill  sc(niiiii;^^  the  l)iiil<liiij^' of  t li(;  brid^'f;  iicross  tlio  covo  \vlii<-li 
has  ])r()V(Ml  siicli  u  <'.oiiv(:iii<;iico  to  tli(;  n;siil(  ii(h  of  tliut  scctiou  ctf 
the  city. 

]i(K'()iiiin[(  iiitci'c^tc'l  in  coul  miiiiiiy,  lie  wan  owiir,-)-  of  valiia- 
blo  iiiiiies  in  I'oiinsylvauia,  orj,'aiiiz(;(l  tlio  Star  Coal  aii<l  iion  Hmn- 
])any,  of  wliic^li  ho  was  pvosifloiit  and  uianaf^'ei'. 

Kcvciscs  liniilly  came  in  tlu;  thi^s  of  (h-])ifssion  which  followoil 
tho  war,  and  tin;  fortune  which  lie  had  accniired  by  years  of  toil 
aiul  cave  was  s\v(!})t  away  from  him,  and  he  was  left  jienniless,  and 
obliged  in  liis  old  ii^^'e  to  l)i'iiin  anain  at  the  toot  oi  the  hiddcr.  The 
cheerfulness  and  resolution  witli  which  he  did  tliis,  and  the  entcr- 
pris(!  an<l  spirit  which  he  showed  can  b(!  told  l)y  those  wJio  knew 
him  well.  His  industry  was  untirini:',  and  to  thf  last  days  ot  liis  lifi,' 
his  liL;ht  wiiich  shone  ont  from  the  Avin(h)ws  of  his  rcjum  until  the 
wee  sma'  hours  was  a  heacon  to  the  neiL^ddiorliood. 

His  i)alience  and  eiuhu-ance  under  sul"t"('i'in;j-  wei'e  simply  mar- 
velous. When  racked  by  seveiest  pain  he  was  always  leady  to 
listen  to  those  wlio  came  to  him  for  advice  and  conilbrt,  and  very 
rarely  did  a  word  of  comphiint  ]i:iss  his  li])s. 

lie  was  eminently  a  religious  num.  and  was  deacon  of  a  clinrch 
in  Orange,  whrrc'  he  reside(l  for  a  time  while  engaged  in  busines.-, 
in  XfW  ^'ork,  autl  also  of  the  l-'irst  ("hurtdi  of  Christ  in  New  lion- 
don  lor  scv(>)-al  years.  He  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  religions 
and  charitabh^  ol)jocts,  supporting  a  teacher  to  theFreedmen  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  building  a  clnqtel  in  Ivist  New  I.,ondo)i.  As  a 
numismatist  Ik;  was  widely  known  through  thecounlrv  and  his 
collection  of  coins,  beguji  many  years  ago,  were  a  source  of  great 
jileasure  to  him.  He  had  a  great  loudness  for  making  collections 
of  various  objects,  and  the  weary  hours  in  which  lie  was  contined 
to  his  room  were  solaced  l)y  these  occupations.  He  pul)lishcd  in 
185S-lsr)l2  the  ]\epository,  a  weekly  journal,  more  as  a  recreati-in 
than  as  a  business  venture.  He  was  greatl}'  interested  in  horti- 
culture, and  together  with  the  late  Charles  Lewis,  l^sc].,  imported 
the  first  l^uropean  Larches  that  were  ever  grown  here.  He  pub- 
lished a  book  on  Pear  Culture,  the  illustrations  of  which  were 
drawn  and    colored    by  himself    from  fruit    which  he  raised. 

He  took  a  great  interest  in  politics  antl  represented  his  town 
in  the  Legislature,  both  as  ixepresentative  and  Senator.  As  a  leg- 
islator he  was  careful,  conservative  and  conscientious.  He  v,  as 
chairman  of  a  committee  for  the  establishment  of  meterological 
ob,servations  in  this  state,  and  in  1858  recommended  an  appropria- 
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(ion  (or  tliiH  purpose',  and  proposed  that  tlic  money  Ijc  applied  for 
tliG  piircliuso  ol'  iiistruinonts  an<l  lixturos  Cor  Htations  whi<;li  iiii<,'lit 
be  C'staldisliccl  in  tlio  s{ate,  and  (or  oiectinj^  tlie  Haino.  'I'Iuh  wiw 
llie  (irst  step  taken  in  tliis  state  toward  the  exrellent  system  which 
nttw  f,nves  wainin<,'  of  storms  and  predicts  tlie  state  of  the  weatlier. 
lie  also  served  his  city  as  Alderman,  and  was  for  8ev(M-al  yearw 
Commissioner  of  (Charities.  In  the  cent(;nnial  year  lie  puhli?»hed  a 
historical  sketch  of  New  IiOn(h)n.  'JMie  Presi(U;nt  issiu-il  ;i  procla- 
mation lecommending  every  town  in  the  union  to  furnihh  a  Cen- 
tennial Historical  Sketch  of  its  history  during'  the  pr<;Vious  cen- 
tury for  preservation  in  our  state  and  mitionjd  archives,  as  a  (ittiiij,' 
iiicniorial  of  the  past,  and  a  tiibutc  to  posterity.  Mr.  Stan-  umler- 
took  to  do  (his  and  jtublishcd  it  at  his  own  o\i)ense. 

The  founding  of  the  New  London  (Jounty  Historical  Society 
AViis  an  object  of  great  interest  to  him,  and  he  devoted  nnich  time 
and  a(tention  to  it,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  its  welfare,  ami 
ho  wiis  the  secretary  of  (he  Society  from  ISTl  till  his  death  lt.s 
j)resent  prosjjcrity  is  laryely  due  to  him.  Indeed,  so  interested 
was  he  that  one  of  the  members  exclaimotl  that  "William  H.  Starr 
was  the,  llistcaical  Society."  During  the  last  years  of  his  life  he 
was  engaged  in  the  insui'ance  business. 

His  end  was  sudden  but  painless.  He  died  at  the  close  of  a 
lovely  day  in  April,  Sunday  afternoon,  af(er  a  hajipy,  reslful  day, 
and  leaves  a  tender  njcmory  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  hive<l  him, 
and  the  record  of  a  stainless  lit\'  as  their  inheritance 


Hon.  William  H.  Potter. 
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Hon.  William  II.  Potti-r, 


Williiuii  H.  Potter  was  Ijoru  at  Potter  Hill,  Pv.  I ,  Au^'.  2C), 
ISKi.  Ke  was  the  lineal  desceiulant  in  the  sixth  generation  of 
Natlianiol  Potter,  who  emigrated  fiom  Eiifj^land,  and  whu  adniitted 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  A(iaidnecl<,  K.  1.,  in  1G:}S.  April  iiU, 
K;:;!),  he  and  twenty-eight  others  signed  the  following  conipaet: 
"AW',  wlujse  names  are  underwritten,  do  acknowledge  ourselvis  tlie 
leual  subjects  of  his  ]\[ajestY,  King  Charles,  and  in  his  name  do 
bind  ourselves  into  a  civil  body  politic  unto  his  laws  according  to 
matters  of  justice."  (Jeorge  Potter,  the  great  graudlather  of 
William  H.,  was  the  first  to  settle  on  the  banks  of  the  I'awcatuck 
Piver,  where  is  now  the  village  of  I'otter  Hill,  (which  takes  its 
name  from  the  original  i)roprietors),  and  was  there  engaged  in 
business  as  a  merchant  and  manufacturer.  He  was  succeeded  iu 
business  by  his  son  Joseph,  who  built  the  first  cotton  mill  in  that 
region;  engaged  in  some  commercial  adventures  iu  vessels  he 
helped  to  build  and  fit  for  sea,  and  was  a  suc-cesslul  l)usiness  man. 
He  had  five  sous,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood,  married  and  had 
families,  ("ol.  Henry  I'otter,  the  third  son  of  Jt)seph,  and  father  of 
William  11.,  early  iu  life  develoi)ed  a  taste  for  military  allairs.  He 
was  adjutant  and  afterwards  colonel  o['  the  Third  Rhode  Island 
Regiment,  and  held  a  battalion  in  readiness  awaiting  orders  to  aid 
the  men  who  fought  the  battle  of  Stonington.  By  reason  of  his 
skill  in  military  tactics  he  was  selected  to  c;)nduct  a  military  school 
at  his  home,  during  the  latter  period  of  the  war,  for  which  pur- 
pose he  used  an  unoccupied  story  in  his  father's  factory.  In  1S12 
he  married  Anna  BabcocU,  daughter  of  Daniel,  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  first  white  settler  iu  the  town  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  In  lS-20, 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Wuterford,  Conu.,  to  engage  in 
manufacturing,  which  he  continued  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his 
death,  l)eing  highly  respected  and  honoreil  by  his  fellow  town>nu'n 
by  whom  he  was  chosen  to  hold  the  several  olfices  of  selectman, 
justice  of  the  peace,  school  visitor  and  Representative  in  the  JState 
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IjO'-islaliirc,  fill  of  wliicli  lie  fl!]c(l  witli  credit  to  liiiiisolf  iiiid  honor 
to  t]i('  t(i\vn.        Il(!  was  a  man   of    iin([iicsf ioucd    iiite<^'rify,  prompt 
iiiid   i)iiiirlual    ill    all    liis  Imsiiicss  rt'lati<inH,  coiiKcieiitioiiH  uTid  re- 
ligious in  liis  life,  and  at,    liis  death  h.-ft  the  h,'<^'acy  of  si  ^'ood  uame 
to  his  posii'iity.      William  II.  I'olter,  liin  only  son,  Wii>  educateil  i)i 
tlu!  common  schools  of  W'aicrford,  and  at.  I'r.  IMyHscH  Dow's  <.,''riini- 
niar  school  in  New  London,  j^oinii'  thence  to  B.icon  AeadeniV,  ('<;!' 
(•hcslcr,  in  IS.-ili,    whnre  iio  had   as  classniates   and    friends  [.ymun 
'rriimliull,  allcrwards  ScMiator  tVom  Illinois,  and  ]\Io)'rison  K.  Waite, 
aft(;r\\ards  ("hiet -lustice  of  the  United  States.      He  Avas  LO'adinited 
in  lS:>t)    ;is    valedictorian,    and    entered    Vale  ( 'oll(".i;e    in  the  sanio 
year.      ]>efore  the  close  of  his  colleiiiatc;  course,  liis  Ix^althand  i-ve- 
si^lit  railin;^-.  he  was  compelled  to  ;^ive  up  close  stud}',  wliich   pi-e- 
venled  him  fiom  being  ^I'adu  ited  with  his  class,  but  lu'canse  o\'  his 
literary  attainments  as  a  scholar,  he  received    t'roni  his  alma  mate)' 
the  honorary  de-^-reo  of    A.  ]\t.       Skoh    after  leavinijf  eollc;4e  he  ho- 
eame   a   teacher,    his  first  attem[»t    heini;-  in  the  district  school  at 
Widerford.      Afterwai'ds    he    taught    a    seh-ct  school   ut    Xewbuiy 
Yiile,  and  in  IS  10  ho  became  principal  of  the  ]\[ystio  Kiver  gi-aded 
Hcliool  and    thei<'  nnirried  his  wite,  tl(e  daughter  of  Deacon  lOlisha 
llathliun,  who,  with  two  dau|4lit;'rs,   ^Fr.s.   S.  S.  Thresher,   t»f   Nor- 
wich, and    Mrs.  Horace  W.  I^'ish,   of    New    \'ork,    survive  him.      (>n 
account  of  frt'ipieut    attacks  of  cjuinsy  Mr.  Potter  left  Conni-ctii:nt 
;uid  s[)(!nt  four  years,  ISJl-lsr)'!  in  the  more   genial    clinnite  "I    the 
South,  Icai'hing  in   ]Mississip[)i,  as  principal  of  the  IJraudon  Acad- 
emy, wln're    he  was   highly  esteemed  as  a  man,  and  because  of  his) 
success    as    a  teacher.      Returning  to   (,'onnecticut  at   the   end  of 
four  ve;us,  much  improved  in  health,  he  resumed  teaching  as  prin- 
cipal in  the  graded  schools  at    ?dystic  liiver,  in    wdiich  position  he 
renniined  until  in  18(i5,  just  prior  to  the  assassination  of  President 
Tjincoln.  He  was  ai)i)ointed  by  him  United  States  Assistant  Asses- 
sor of    Intermil    ]\evenue,    which  ottice  he  continued  to  ln)ld  until 
18()'.),  when  he  resigned  it  to  become  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
as    Kepresentative  from   the   town   of    (iroton.       In    1812   he   w;is 
Seiiattir  Irom  the  Seventh    Senatorial   District,  and    ;is  chairman  of 
the  Comiuittee  on  I'^ducation  took  a  leading  part  in  niuulding  the 
entire  educational  code  of  the  state,  revising  every  law  pertaining 
to    colleges,    acadeniies,    common    and    norniid    Bchocds.     He  wa-> 
punctilious    in  his  attendance  upon  his  legislative  dutii-s,  kep;    his 
own  time,  and    refused  to  accept  i)ay  for  the  time    he  was  a'•.^pnt, 
as  his  father,  Col.  Potter,   had  done  before  him  while  a  member  of 
the  liCgislature.       This    is    mentioned   only   as  an  es^ainple  of   hi« 
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Hcrnpiiloiis  lioiifist}''  iiud  carofiil  (;oiifoijiiity  to  ii'utli  in  all  liis  bnsi- 
iKiSs  relations.  In  1872  lio  wan  eloctud  by  tlio  Jvfij^'islatiire,  a  ni'^n- 
b(  1- of  tli(!  Board  of  I'Miicaiioii  mill  trustee  of  the  Normal  seliool, 
and  in  ISTC)  was  re-elected  to  tin;  Kaiiie  olliees,  altlioii^h  a  lar^^c 
majority  of  both  houses  of  the  fje<(islalur(;  of  that  year  were  of 
the  (jjjposite  i)arty  to  that  of  which  Ik;  was  a  irieinber.  His  elec- 
tion to  these  important  and  res|)onsible  positions  were  not  re- 
garded by  biiii  as  merely  complimentary,  noi-  were  their  duties 
light,  as  ho  made  it  a  point  to  Ix;  pr(\s(iit  at  all  the  meetings  of  the 
board,  and  l)ore  a  ]iart  in  the  discussions  and  in  solving  practical 
(piestions  which  were  eonstanlly  (;oming  before  it;  and  lie  was 
uniformly  present  at  the  >sormal  school  commencements.  A  pra<'- 
tical  teacher  was  needed  amon'4'  the  (Muiiieiit  men  constituting  the 
board,  and  his  loui;'  experieaci;  in  that  j)  isitioii,  and  as  a  selio(d 
visitor  qualilicd  him  in  an  eminent  degree  to  sup])ly  that  need,  and 
made  his  suggestions  of  gr'-at  value  to  his  associates.  Dr.  Xorth- 
rup,  for  many  years  secretary  of  fh''  board,  and  who  bei-ame  emi- 
nent in  conjicction  with  our  school  system,  bore;  witness  to  .Mr. 
['(jtter's  faithfulness  and  usefulness  (biring  the  eight  years  of  liis 
servic(>  as  a  meml)er.  He  was  for  miuiy  years  a  justice  of  the  pteace. 
and  at  one  time  first  selectman  of  the  town  of  (Jroton,  and  in  IsTO 
was  elected  Tudge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  (rrot()n,  which 
olUce  he  licld  by  re})eated  elections  until  shortly  jirior  to  his  ileath 
In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig,  casting  his  tirst  vote  for  (<ov- 
eriior  AV.  W.  llllsworlh,  and  at  the  same  time  voting  for  ^laj.  Thos. 
W.  Williams  of  New  London  for  uicinber  of  ('ongress.  At  tliat 
time  in  order  to  be  made  a  fi-eemau  it  was  necessary  to  be  the 
owner  of  real  estate.  He  continued  his  conm;ction  with  the  Whig 
l)aity  until  its  linal  dissolution,  when  he  transfcrreil  liis  allegiance 
to  the  Kepubliean  jiarty,  to  whi(di  he  continued  a  steadfast  adher- 
ent during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  though  never  so  blindly  par- 
tisan that  he  could  sec;  no  gooil  in  any  one  of  opposite  politics. 

He  made  profession  of  religion  in  his  youth,  and  was  a  con- 
sistent uKMuber  of  the  church  until  his  dc;ath,  being  for  nuu'e  than 
forty  years  a  deacon  in  the  Union  Jja[itist  Church  of  ]\[ystic  River, 
and  a  teacher  in  its  Sunday  sclmol.  He  was  for  twenty  years  clerk 
of  tlu!  Stoniugton  I'niou  Association  and  lattu'  its  corresponding 
secretary.  For  many  3'cars  he  was  statistical  secri  tary  of  the  J5ap- 
tist  State  Convention,  and  one  of  the  board  of  managers.  He  was 
also  for  several  yeai's  a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Fiilerary  lnstit(  - 
tiou  at  Sulliehhand  at  one  time  one  of  the  examining  board,  ^'erv 
early  in  life  he    began  to  keep  a  diary  of  passing  events  which  he 
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coiitimie<l  «luriii<^  liis  wliolo  life,  tilliii;^'  many  liii'^e  voliimcH  iiinl 
cijiitiiiuiiig  iiti  iiMiuoiiso  ruud  (^f  iufonimtioii  i)i  <^V(:d  value,  wliicli 
could  now  liiudly  he  obtiiiueil  Iroiu  nuy  other  Kour(;c,  Jiud  tlie  iiii- 
poitiiuce  of  wliicii  iiiUHt  iuciciiiso  as  time  iulviiiieert.  Judge  Pijtter 
alwiiys  took  ii  lively  iiiterest  in  ull  public  matters,  umoiig  wliicli 
may  lie  mentioned  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  massacre  on 
(iroton  Heights,  Seplcmb(!r  (),  Iss|,  iti  which  he  bore  an  active 
p;at,  and  the  erection  of  a  statui;  to  the  memory  of  Maj.  John 
MasDii,  uiid  the  brave  men  under  his  ((niiiiiand,  on  Peiiuot  Hill, 
towards  the  acenmplishment  of  whi(;h  it  may  be  said  without  ilis- 
})arageiu(:nt  to  otlnus  win)  to'ik  an  active  part  in  the  wfjrk,  he  (bd 
iiKU'e  than  any  other.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  his  ife,  of  apathetic 
cliaracter,  was  a  journey  to  llavtford  and  appearance  befcne  a  leg- 
islative connuittec  to  advocate  an  ai)i)ro|iriat iuu  lor  the  com])letion 
of  this  nionuiaent,  and  an  appropriate  celebration  of  its  unveiling, 
which  he  did  not  live  to  witness.  l[e  was  one  of  the  constituent 
nicuiljors  of  the  New  Loinbju  County  Historical  S(jciety;  took  an 
acli\e  interest  in  its  Welfare  and  the  promoti(mof  its  hucct;>s,  mak- 
ing it  a  point  to  attend  its  meetings  when  his  health  |iermilted. 
lie  luul  liiucli  tact  and  patience  in  extracting  froju  the  venerable 
men  and  women  of  the  last  generation,  much  valuable  historical 
matter,  and  anecdotes,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  entirely 
l(i:^t.  uracil  of  this  iiil'ormation  he  published  from  time  to  time  in 
the  local  j)apers,  afterwards  gathered  uj)  and  pasted  in  voluminous 
sera})  books,  which  give  evidence  of  his  patieiue  and  diligence. 

lie  died  March  'iS,  ISST,  at  his  home  in  the  village  of  Mystic 
River,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him,  iind  in  })roportion  to  the  in- 
timacy of  their  acquaintance  with  him.  Now  that  he  has  i)assed 
away  his  tViemls  have  just  cause  to  be  proud  of  his  character,  and 
of  his  conduct  in  whatever  capacity  he  was  called  to  act  He  took 
a  generous  view  of  his  contiinjjoraries,  and  his  favi>rite  motto, 
which  he  had  franu;d  and  conspicuously  hung  in  his  oltice  an  a 
gentle  hint  to  all  having  occasion  to  call  on  business  or  sociaV)ly, 
was  ''Aul  Itoimm  aut  iiil.^'  In  the  cause  of  temperance,  of  religion, 
of  education,  and  of  general  benevolence  he  maintained  a  con- 
fcspicuous  position,  and  he  was  noted  for  his  generous  hospitality. 
He  wrote  several  historical  sketches  of  churches  and  communities, 
numerous  biographical  notes  and  some  respectable  verses,  that 
have  l)een  printed,  and  was  a  reporter  for  various  jiapors  during 
the  whole  j»eriod  of  his  life  after  attaining  manhood.  His  valuable 
assistance  to  the  author  of  the  '"Histor}'  of  the  Baptists"  was  ai> 
propriately    acknowledged  in    that  work.      Another  (jualiticatiou 
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he  poHSOHHod  in  an  eniinont  do^'reo  wan  tliat  of  a  jieaceinaker  ]\ranv 
(lin'orcuccH  were  hrcni^lit  to  a  liappy  Kottleinetit,  and  <liHafTef:tion 
aiuouf^r  bietluon  roniovcil  by  liis  counHol,  and  hoin<^  well  informed 
in  tlu;  ])rincipl(!H  of  the  eomnion  hiw,  with  a  mind  (jnick  to  discern 
the  e(juiti(!.s  of  a  ease,  his  opini(jns  wei-e  soii^dit_  und  often  jjre- 
vailed  to  ])revent  liti<^ation,  and  perhaps  in  tliis  charHcter  he  waH 
best  known,  and  will  be  lonf,'e8t  and  most  kindly   reiijeml)erf  d. 
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DESCRIPTION 


OK  Tin: 


PuBiJC  Library  at  Nhw  Lonuox,* 

IN    WIIICU    THK    ItOOMS   OF    THK    NEW    l.ONIiON    CDI  NTY    1IIST01cI(;aL    SO-'IKTV 

AltE     LOCATKl). 


Tlie  massive  and  di^niified  railroad  station  on  tlie  "Sliore 
Liue/'  at  New  LDVidon,  Connecticut,  IjiiilL  IVoiu  designs  of  tlio  late 
Henr}'  Hol)Son  lUcliardson  two  or  tlii'ee  years  ii'^i),  may  be  said  to 
have  begun  an  arcliitectural  "revi\;d"  wliich  is  still  going  on  in  tlie 
prettv  city  by  the  'I'luimeH.  One  of  its  latest  nnmifestations  is  the 
Public  Library  {to  be  iinislied  next  year)  now  constructing  from 
the  plans  and  under  the  sui)crvision  of  ^]r.  Richardson's  succes- 
sors, r^Iessrs.  Shepley,  Ivutau  A:  C(Jolidge,  of  ]>(jston.  The  creation 
of  the  library  building  is  due  to  the  trustees  of  the  late  Henry  V. 
Haven,  of  New  London,  who,  in  Ls7()  left  his  property  in  trust  un- 
til ISDO,  one-third  of  its  income  and  principal  to  l»e  expended  for 
charital:>le  and  benevolent  })nrposes  under  the  direction  and  ac- 
cording to  the  discretion  of  his  trustees.  It  is  not,  howrver,  ti)  be 
directly  associated  with  ^[r.  Haven's  name,  Init  when  completed 
will  be  presented  to  the  Public  Library  Association  of  the  city. 
Kvery  one  interested  will  thus  feel  free  to  aid  in  enriching  its  i-on- 
tents.  The  architects,  for  their  part,  liave  been  eminently  success- 
ful in  designing  a  structure  worthy  to  be  a  storehouse  of  the  best 
literature. 

The  site  is  a  jdeasant  slope  pi-actically  in  the  centre  of  the  city, 
at  the  junction  of  two  broad,  elm-bowered  streets,  Huntington 
and  State,  the  latter  being  the  chief  business  thoroughfare,  but 
bordered  at  this  i)()int— at  itsheaiL  i^nd  near  the  ipiaint  eighteenth 
century  Court  house — with  handsome  dwellings  and  gardens.  The 
slojiing  ground  gives  opportunity  for  a  large  and  convenient  base- 
ment, dry  and  well  lighted.       From  the  front  the  building  ^^411  by 
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'.)()  l'e(;t)  [)i'csonts  Homewhut  tlie  appcaraiu^e  (;(' one  tall  Htory  with 
a  lii^li  Hlopiiij^f  roof,  althou^'h  in  I'oality  tliero  are  two  .stori(-H,  hh 
may  Ix^  Hceii  l»y  the  <;able,  pierced  with  three  arched  wiiKhjws, 
over  wliicli  ai)peaiH  a  carved  ntone  tyinpaniiin  Ijeai-iiij,'  tlje  anus  of 
New  IiOii(h)ii — a  whip  iiiuhir  full  sail.  It  iw  tit  that  a  city  founded 
oil  granite  should  have  a  granite  library;  l)ut  in  this  case  the 
granite  conie.s  from  AVorcester,  and  has  more  of  a  pink  tinge  tlian 
the  local  stone.  The  trimmings  of  Kibbe  sandstone  will  form  an 
ef'l'cctive  combination  with  the  rock-face,  random-joint(;(l  ashlar  of 
giauite,  and  the  color  ellect  will  be  further  heightened  by  the  use 
of  Alcroii  tile  on  the  roof.  The  entrance  porch,  formed  of  three 
groined  vaults,  with  wide  arches  o])ening  <ni  Huntington  street, 
and  another  arch  on  the  State  sti'cet  side,  is  especially  commend- 
able for  its  beauty  and  strength;  and  a  pictunsijue  pointed  tower 
to  the  I'ight  of  the  porch,  enc^lc^sinu'  a  staircase  to  the  upjjcr  storv, 
lends  height  and  variety  to  the  facade. 

The  interior  arrangemeids  ;ire  excellent.  The  delivery  room, 
entered  from  the  porch,  is  iiearly  in  the  middle  of  the  buildinf, 
with  a  magazine  room  at  the  rear,  and  on  the  left  a  readiu"  room 
lighted  from  three  sides.  It  contains  iin  elaborately  carved  stone 
lireplace,  and  will  be  panelled,  both  between  the  heavy  beams  of 
the  ceiling  and  around  the  walls,  to  a  height  of  thirteen  feet,  with 
quartered  oak  well  rubbed,  Avhich  ibrms  the  finish  of  all  the  lower 
rooms.  To  the  right  of  the  delivery  room  are  tJie  librarian's  olKce 
and  tlie  spacious  book  room.  The  latter  has  an  immedinte  cajiac- 
ity  of  30,000  volumes,  on  the  "stack"  plan,  bringing  every  book 
within  easy  reach  of  the  arm,  and  the  height  of  the  stacks  can  be 
increased  so  as  to  accommodate  50, ()()().  I'hery  aisle  between  the 
stacks  is  Hooded  with  light  from  the  two  sides  of  the  room.  The 
whole  second  story  of  the  building  is  occupied  by  one  large  room, 
finished  in  line  Geogia  pine,  which  will  be  the  home  of  the  New 
London  County  Historical  Society.  Mr.  Shepley,  the  head  of  the 
firm  of  architects,  is  the  son-in-law  of  Eichardson,  and  Messrs. 
Rutan  and  C'oolidge  also  practiced  under  the  leadership  of  that 
eminent  man.  AVhile  they  have  drawn  inspiration  from  him,  thev 
also  manifest  solid  originality  and  artistic  power;  tor  the  Xew 
L(jndon  Library  is  hardly  surpassed  in  excellence  and  charm  of 
design  by  any  building  of  similar  size  and  purpose  in  this  country. — 
(Jopied  from  Harper's  Weekly  of  July  27,  1SS',>,  by  pernii.ssion  of 
the  Publishers  and  Author. 
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TAG    RAG. 


Come  join  with  us  ye  tafj  rag  tlirong. 

On  tliis,  our  feBtal  day; 
Be  harmless  mirth,  and  jovial  song, 

The  order  of  the  day: 
Bid  each  vexatious  care  begone, 

Nor  proud  contempt  deplore, 
Why  should  we  be  ashamed  to  own. 

We're  tag,  rag,  and  no  more. 

Our  plains  were  red  with  tag  rag  blood, 

By  British  hirelings  shed, 
Our  hills  with  patriot  bones  Avere  strewed. 

Where  tag  rag  warriors  bled: 
Come  ye  whose  fathers  bravely  fought. 

Nor  fear'd  the  cannon's  roar. 
Why  should  we  be  ashamed  to  own. 

We're  tag,  rag,  and  no  more. 

Burgoyne's  victorious  legions  bow'd, 

Before  a  tag  rag  baud; 
Cornwallis,  by  tag  rag  arujs  subdued. 

And  cheer'd  a  weeping  land: 
Say  veterans,  whose  victorious  arms 

Drove  tyrants  from  our  shore, 
W^hy  should  we  be  asham'd  to  own 

We're  tag,  rag,  and  no  more. 

Fatigue  and  sickness,  hunger,  cold, 

Did  tag  rag  bands  endure, 
And  pined  in  Jersey's  nauseous  hold* 

Our  freedom  to  secure: 
Come  ye  and  hear  our  grateful  song, 

Who  such  ailliction  bore, 
Why  should  we  be  asham'd  to  own. 

We're  tag,  vag,  and  no  more 
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When  tug  rag  labours  liad  achioved 

Swcot  liberty  and  peace, 
The  tag  rag  soldier  nought  received— 

Tlie  well  borii  gain'd  the  ileece: 
Jiut  freciloin  was  your  great  reward, 

So  brethren  aie'er  de[)I(jre, 
Nor  ever  l)e  ashajn'd  to  own, 

We're  tag,  rag,  and  no  more. 

liy  tag  rag  hands  our  bread'H  procur'd, 

And  useful  arts  iniprov'd, 
By  freemen,  those  to  toil  iiiur'd— 

"Will  ever  be  belov'd: 
Cheer  up  ye  ])illars  of  the  land, 

Nor  upstart  scorn  deplcjre. 
Why  should  we  be  ashani'd  to  own, 

We're  tag,  rag  and  no  more 

So  let  the  paniper'd  fop  deride, 

Th(^  worth  he  cannot  l)oast, 
In  spite  of  strolling  coxcomb's  pride, 

Shall  tag  rag  rule  the  roast: 
Then  choor  ye  freemen  of  the  land. 

Nor  proud  contempt  deplore, 
Why  should  we  be  ashani'd  to  own, 

^Ve're  tag,  rag,  and  no  more. 


*Tlio  JorsLj'  Prison  Ship. 

Tliid  Boiit,'  ot'  Tat;  110.'^  hail  its  foundation  in  the  remark  of  a  British  Genural  at  the  be- 
(^inuin^;  of  the.  lU'volution,  tliu  wub.staucc  of  whicli  waa  to  the  ttl'ect  tliat  the  Euj^lisli  Ariuy 
wiiuKl  iiialio  .short  ■work  of  mnh  "ta^;  rag"  troopji  as  thu  CoIoiuls  would  uiustur.  After  years 
of  di^iiMi;  it  was  nvivud  in  tho  hot  imlitical  caiupai^'n.s  of  is;!(i,  184U,  and  1S44,  and  Ming  with 
othur  cauipaign  melodies.  The  coiiy  from  which  this  is  i)riuted  is  one  "revived  by  Jonathan 
Sizer,  Juno  'J^,  1H4U." 
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NEW   LONDON  AND  THE  WAR  OF  1812. 


ADDRESS 


UY 


RiiV.  Edwaki)  W.  Bacon, 

ISKlOUr:  TlIK  NKW  I,ON'n()N  COUNTY  II  IhTOltlCAL  SOCIKTY,  NOVL.MBliK  "24,  1S7(I. 


.)//•.  Pre.^iileiit  and  (tenUcmci}  (if  lite  Jlislarical  Sodaty: 

1  am  abijut  to  tell  you  of  tlie  story  of  Nev/  London  in  i\w  war 
of  1812,  so  far  as  it  ran  be  yatliereil  at  this  late  day  from  scant 
materials.  And  tlie  most  that  I  can  liope  to  accomplish  is,  so  to 
slir  up  your  minds  to  rciuendierance  and  investigation  that  more 
material  !or  s\ieh  a  study  may  speedily  come  into  possession  of  the 
Society.  At  present  there  are  slill  liviuy  a  few  Hurvivors  of  that 
war.  There  are  l)]oken  files  of  the  Connvlictit  (lazellr^  then  pub- 
lished by  Samuel  (ireen.  I  have  come  across  a  bound  volume  of 
the  TArci-jiool M''rrnnj  i>..i-  the  years  lS13-14,and  there  hangs  in  the 
llistiiriral  rooms  an  old  cartridge  ljo\  worn  during  the  \var.  Tliese, 
togethei-  with  ^Miss  Caulkins'  invalualde  History  of  New  Loudon, 
are  the  suurccH  whence  I  have  drawn  knowledge  and  inspii-ation 
in  hours  .stolen  from  an  indulgent  })arisli.  It  would  detain  you 
too  long  were  I  at  this  time,  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  former  and  the  present  generations  who  have  so 
willingly  aj-sisted  me.  First,  to  understand  my  sti>ry  you  must 
rememlier  what  New  Loudon  was  in  \>^V1. 

The  city  had  been  twenty-eight  years  incorporated,  but  it  was 
in  reality  only  a  viUage  of  about  three  thousand  souls,  a  sluggish 
village  too.  Fiom  IJSOO  to  ISIU  there  had  been  a  very  slight  in- 
crease of  population,  and  in  the  period  of  our  story  from  1810  to 
1S20  the  po2)u]ation  increased  by  only  14S. 

On  the  lyth  day  of  May,  1812,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  T'om. 
mon  Council,  (no  small  share  of  the  voting  population  cue  would 
say,)   enacted  and  advertised  in   the    Gazette,  "That  no  person  or 
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por.sons  be  permitted  to  play  at  anj'  gatne  of  hall  in  any  sti-eet  or 
livue  within  tlie  city,  lyin;,'  witliiu  (Quit's  (Jove,  tlic  east  line  of  IIuu- 
tin^'ton  street  and  Mill  Cove." 

We  may  say,  then,  that  there  were  few  lionses  beyond  Federal, 
lliiiitiiii^tun  and  IJrewer  streets.  'I'iio  (Jourt  lf(Mise,  on  its  ancient 
site,  stood  quite  at  the  edge  of  the  city,  witli  the  town  hcAunA 
house  just  north,  between  it  and  the  then  new  Huutinglou 
jMansiou. 

'I'he  Almshouse,  next  tlu;  old  huryin^,'  <(round,  was  (piite  o\it 
of  town.  The  streets  were  ungraded;  high  knolls  that  have  now 
disappeared,  made  (rolden  street,  Union  street,  and  Methodist 
street  abru|)t  and  prtuupilous,  while  in  Slate  street,  now  sloping 
from  the  ('ourt  House  to  the  water,  a  hill  arose  in  front  of  the  First 
Church,  and  a  frog  pond  stood  in  the  hollow  at  the  rear  of  the 
present  I5ai)tist  Church.  The  great  houses  of  the  city  must  liave 
been  the  Wiuthrop  house,  the  Shaw  house  and  the  HuiitiaL:-ton 
house.  The  l)usiness  houses  were  on  JJank  and  State  street.s,  near 
the  Parade,  which  was  adorned  by  a  market  house  in  the  center, 
and  a  jail  at  the  foot  by  the  water.  There  were  four  ecclesiastical 
edilices,  the  First  Church  of  Christ,  crowned  Zion's  Hill,  with  a 
wooden  niecting  house.  St.  James'  Church  stood  on  Main  street 
at  the  corner  of  Church  street,  and  l)otli  these  editices  were  twenty- 
tive  years  old.  (^n  (rolden  street  hill  or  Baptist  Hocks  stood  the  lit- 
tle Methodist  chapel,  while  all  through  the  war,  indeed,  from  1805 
to  KSlri  the  liaptist  house  of  worship  opposite  the  Methodist  stood 
unlinished,  the  beams  and  rafters  naked,  and  loose,  rough  plauks 
the  only  seats.  There  was  no  steei)le  in  the  town;  the  two  more 
imi)ortaiit  churches  were  tinished  with  low  towers;  the  town  clock 
had  but  one  ]H)intei-,  which  was  enough  tor  those  plain  times. 

The  unfrequent  mail  was  opened  at  the  Post  otlice,  iu  what  is 
known  now  as  the  Otis  House.  The  weekly  Gazelle  (iu  the  height 
of  the  war  changed  temporarily  to  a  semi-w.'ekly,)  was  to  be  had  at 
the  printer's,   "next  door  to  the  Cnion  ]>ank." 

The  Union  School,  (or  Academy,)  where  Nathan  Hale  had 
taught,  was  in  the  red  house,  now  opposite  the  Otis  House,  but 
then  on  the  site  of  the  Crocker  House.  The  Town  Mill  was  busy 
with  grist  far  out  on  .^^ain  street,  while  beyond  it  the  Winthrop 
Mansion  stood  in  solitude. 

The  outward  appearance  of  New  Londou,  down  to  a  jteriod 
consideraV)ly  within  the  precincts  of  the  present  century,  (says 
Miss  Caulkins,)  was  homely  and  uninviting.     The  old  town,  burnt 
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by  Aiiiold,  (soiild  boast  of  very  little  cle'^iinco.  !Many  of  the  biiild- 
iiig.s,  tliroiif^'h  long  n.-quiiiiiluuce  with  time,  were  totteriuj^  on  the 
verj^e  of  decay,  ami  the  hou.soH  that  replaced  theiu  were  hastily 
built  by  an  impoverished  people,  and  were,  in  general,  plain,  clumsy 
ami  of  modefate  dimensions.  Neatness,  el(;gance  and  taste  wure 
limited  to  a  few  conspicuous  excujptions.  Moreover  tlie  town  had, 
tem])orarily,  this  disadvantage,  that  in  apjjroaching  it  eitlier  by 
land  or  water  its  best  houses  were  not  seen.  It  was  therefore  re- 
garded b}'  travcillers  as  a  mean  and  contemjiti'de  phice.  Within 
the  periods  iu  which  steamboats  ti-aversed  the  Sound,  a  passenger 
standing  by  as  the  boat  came  up  the  harbor,  exclaiuied  with 
energy:  "If  1  only  had  the  money,'' — "What  would  you  do  T'  in- 
(piired  the  commander.     '"Buy  that  town  and  burn  it!" 

In  such  a  little  village  dwelt  the  men  of  ISl'i,  and  when  they 
dieil  their  neighl)ors  carried  their  bodies  for  burial  away  out  of 
town  to  the  new  Second  Buryitig  (around. 

Tlu're  seems  to  have  been  a  simi)le  state  of  societv  in  those 
days,  sixty-seven  years  ago.  In  all  my  reading  I  have  found  but 
one  advertisement  of  any  public  entertainment,  other  than  the 
celebration  of  the  4th  of  <July,  and  that  was  when  James  Potter  re- 
spectfully acquaints  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  New  London  that 
he  has  opened,  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Bushnell,  a  large  and  elegant 
collection  of  wax  figures,  as  large  as  life.  There  Columbus,  "Wash- 
ington and  J5uona|>arte,  together  with  a  "Sleeping  Beauty  and  her 
Infant,"  the  "l'hiladel])hia  Friends'  Jicauty,''  the  New  York 
Beauty  and  the  Boston  Beauty  held  recci)tii)n  from  i)  in  the  morn- 
ing until  'J  in  the  evening.  And  there,  too,  in  silent  awful  wax 
was  represented  the  Baltimore  mob  of  1SI2,  showing,  "First:  Geii. 
Lingan,  f(_ei)le,  wounded  and  bloody,  in  the  act  of  making  bare 
his  breast,  expostulating  with  the  mob  to  spare  his  life  or  jjut  an 
end  to  it,  tlirough  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  revolutionary 
war, — the  assassin  standing  over  him  with  a  dirk  in  the  attitude 
of  plunging  it  into  his  breast.  Set-ond:  Mr.  Hanson  stretched  in 
his  whole  length,  bleeding  or  apparently  dead,  (so  life-like  was 
this  wax  worlO  over  whom  stands  another  with  a  lifted  clnb,  ready 
to  rejjcat  the  blow  if  necessary.  Third:  General  Lee  laying  (sic)  with 
his  mangled  head  on  the  breast  of  ^Ir.  Hanson,  with  few  signs  of 
lile;  (so  deathless  was  this  wax  work)  over  whom  another  stands 
with  the  fatal  club  ''  Oh  thrilling  and  blood-curdling  .show  !  How 
young  New  London  begged  for  the  "ninci^ence"  that  should  <  pen 
to  the  happy  holder  Capt.  Bushnell's  front  door.  And  how  mature 
political    feeling,  which  was  very  closely  half  and  half   Federalist 
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ami  lif'j)ii))licaii,  was  |»i  ()[ii(iatf'<l  iiilo  [)atroiiii'/o  Ijy  ATr  Janu-s  I'ot- 
Ici's  particular  aiuiDiiiuM  iiKMit '•!()  all  i-auks  of  pcopU;"  that  liois  not 
iiillueiicod  by  any  ]»a)ty  luutivc,  either  l-'ederal  or  Ilcinililicau,  l>ut 
iiioreiy  to  sIkjw  t'lc;  serious  coiis(m[iioiic(.s  that  arise  ])y  sutTeriii',' 
])assioM  to  overcouio  reason." 

I'eiliiips  there  was  ii  reason  why  no  (jtlier  sliowmen  shareil 
^Fr.  Potter's  coura^'e.  'I'he  times  were  veiy  liai'd.  'J'he  crjhuuiis 
of  the  (hizctte  from  before  the  declaration  of  war  abouml  with  the 
most  i)iteous  appeals  and  tlie  most,  omin(jus  thi'(;atH  eonecrniii<'  the 
I)ayiiient  of  debts.  ]>ut  to  jud^e  from  the  lonj^  continuance  of 
the  ^same  advertisements,  the  pi-ople  could  not  be  reache<l  either 
by  piteous  appeals  or  terrible  threats,  ^[ore  attractive  to  the  peo- 
ple were  the  numerous  advcrtisi'inents  of  hitteries,  Ijv  which  tlie 
hardness  of  the  times  mij,dit  be  softened  withinit  exertion  at  nhmi 
notice.  Tliere  were  lotteries  to  build  meeting  Inniscs,  to  Ijuild 
bridges,  to  construct  canals,  lotteries  for  almost  every  iiua;3Muable 
purjiose,  and  only  one  anonymous  and  obscure  correspondent  to 
lift  the  least  objection  to  such  gambling.  J5ut  wlnle  we  read 
much  of  lotteries,  the  old  newspapers  were  in  .sharp  contrast  with 
the  modern  in  the  omis.sion  of  insinuating  advertisements  of  the 
most  criminal  character.  The  community  seems  then  to  be  moral, 
industrious  and  peaceable  enough,  for  all  that  appears  in  the 
llazi'lle.  It  is  true,  however,  that  Ezra  Chappell  comi)lains  iu 
March,  181:2,  that  his  neighbors  southward  of  his  store  are  in  the 
habit  of  stealini;-  his  bnuber  foi-  tirewooil,  and  rec^uests  them  "to 
take  refuse  boards  in  lieu  of  chiai-,  as  the  refuse  will  answer  e<pi  dlv 
well  thcii-  purpose  I'or  tire  wotxl  at  half  the  expense.  And  as  some 
may  not  hnow  in  the  night  one  kind  of  l)oards  fr(  ni  ai;other.  1  e 
would  inform  them  that  the  first  i)ile  of  boaids  as  they  go  onto  the 
whaif  aie  always  clear,  and  it  is  l)ut  a  step  or  two  further  to  the 
refuse  boards."  Ihit  to  this  kind  request  he  adds:  '-If  thev  re- 
gard their  backs,  however,  they  will  do  well  to  let  both  alone." 

Nor  must  I  permit  you  to  say,  "the  former  ilays  were  belter 
than  these,"  in  other  respects  in  which  we  are  accused  of  degener- 
acy by  men  who  were  boys  sixty-seven  years  ago,  and  who  assure 
us  that  young  people  were  better  bred  churchwise  then  than  they 
are  now.     For  in  1S13  I  find  this  .strange  ;nlvertisement: 

"The  3nembers  of  the  First  Church  and  cou.rregation  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  taking  their  seats  early  at  meeting  i>n  the  T^-rd's* 
day  as  a  suitalile  and  seasonable  place  for  mediiation  on  the  ap- 
proaching solemnities,  are  disturbed  and  pained  by  disorderly 
children;  even  large  boys,  who  resort  to  the  house  of  God  to  iilay, 
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and  !ire  ruiininf,^  huclc  and  foiili  in  tlio  "/.illcrios,  and  np  and  cV)\vn 
stairs  witli  much  indrfCJit  nierriniont  ami  (^ftoli  sciillliii^.  It  is 
hoped  and  Ix-liovcd  tliat  iirtci-  tliis  nolici-,  parents  will  foireci  a 
behavior  ho  ro]»roaehfid  io  a  place  (>['  worship.  New  Lonthm,  Nov. 
'j:?,  liSllJ.''  (That  is  just  sixty-six  _V(;ars  a^^o  yoslorihiy. )  Pro]>;di]y 
tlKJse  irrrrcranf  "chil<lrcn  and  even  small  hoy.s"  are  all  dead  \'>u<^ 
aji,o.  It  is  nc)t  ])Ossible  that  they  even  <iu:\v  np  to  be  deacons,  or 
members  of  the  New  London  Comity  Historical  Society.  Hut  as  I 
wince  under  tin;  criticisms  of"  i)eo]ile  who  tell  me  that  we  modei'ii 
ministers  are  iiot  strict  enoiiirh  with  youii'.,'  people,  and  that  sixty 
years  aj^o  Ix'tler  order  was  lce})t,  I  icad  the  testimon}'  of  that  old 
advertisement  with  real  gratitude  towartl  the  anonymous  (dil  fo^y 
who  wrote  it.  I  uould  {gladly  coiiii)ose  an  e])itaph  I'oi-  his  unrecog- 
nizable j^ravo. 

Into  this  little  city  of '5000  souls,  theni  comes  by  slow*  degrees 
the  discussion  and  anticip.ition  of  war  with  (neat  Tiritaiii;  very 
sharp  discussions  too,  foi'  the  ])eo|)lc  of  New  fi<.indon  wei'e  e<iua]l3' 
divided  between  parties,  and  linally  the  war  irself  And  when  the 
United  States  had  l)een  drawn  into  the  maelstrom  in  which  I-hirope 
Avas  already  engulfed,  then  it  was  written  for  th<;  lirst  time  in 
many  generations,  that  the  whole  civilized  wtjrid  was  at  war.  In 
ISO;"),  American  vessels  were  accuseil  of,  and  ])unished  for,  violating 
neutrality  between  (Ireat  Ihitain  and  the  Naixileniiie  l-lmpire. 
And  when,  in  1S0C>,  (ireat  I'lrilaiii  ileclared  a  blnckatU;  of  the  entire 
coast  of  luirope,  and  Napoleon  in  turn  declared  a  blockade  of  all 
the  Ijiitish  islaiuls,  American  fnifigu  e(_nnmeri-e  was  nearly  de- 
stroyed. Neutrality  had  greatly  lielped  us  hitherto,  but  hence- 
forth we  were  no  better  off  as  mnitrals,  than  we  might  have  l)een 
as  belligerents,  allied  on  tuie  side  or  the  otliei'.  Our  people  were 
no  longer  disinterested  s[)ectators  of  I']ui'opean  strife.  AVhen 
presently  Ihitish  shi}is  imi)ressed  sailors  from  umler  our  tlag,  and 
insolently  claimed  the  right  to  search  (Uir  sliips  of  war,  hostilities 
were  begun  against  us,  and  retaliation  seemed  our  ttnly  course. 
Ihit  the  war  cloud  did  not  break  for  yet  live  years,  which  were 
years  of  great  suffering  from  the  measures  of  foreign  govern- 
ments to,  and  b'om  measures  of,  our  own,  which  found  itself  com- 
pelled to  blockade  its  own  ports  for  two  long  years,  and  thus  gave 
the  finishing  blow  to  its  already  prostrated  commerce.  The  young 
nation  was  not  3'et  powerful  enoiiiih  to  comnnind  respect  f .  om 
either  France  or  Great  Britain;  and  between  I'rench  indilVe'-f-lice 
and  British  insolence  was  rapidly  drifting  toward  dangerous 
Ktraits.    The  Shij)  of  State  was  unnuinageable  and  would  not  mind 
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lier  licliu.  'I'lie  saj^'Jicious  {iiid  rf'S))0(;tfe«l  Miidir^un  dcploreil  tlif;  iin- 
|ieu(liug  ciit:i.str()i)lic',  but.  could  iioitlicr  avoit  nor  niako  reiuly  for 
it.  New  l^iif^'luiid  Wiis  o])])(is(;il  lo  tln'  iidiiiinistiiifioii  tlnii  in 
power,  and  was  o|)p()Ked  to  war  measures.  ('oiiiieeticut,  (jutside 
of  Now  Loudon  and  vicinity,  was  almost  unanimously  Federalist, 
but  even  in  New  J-'ngland  and  in  Conneetieut,  the  peoj)le  were 
boine  onwaid  by  the  pro^'iess  of  events.  'I'he  l\loni-oo  doctrire, 
which  was  not  promulgated  until  IsiilJ,  nii^ht  have  expressed  tJie 
New  i'lnj^laiid  policy,  that  \\i'  of  Ameiica  must  maintain  a  policy 
ol'  "neitlicr  entanglinj;-  ourselves  with  tlie  atf;iirs  of  Kur<Ji>e  nor 
suffering  the  [)o\\ers  of  the  old  Avorld  to  interfei-e  with  the  affairs 
of  tliL'  new." 

JJut  before  Conj^ness  decided  u})on  war  the  (Icneral  Assembly 
of  Connecticut  (almost  uucommonly  Federalist)  was  making 
preparation  for  Avar.  In  the  autumu  of  1811  the  militia  are  ordered 
to  be  uniformed  with  a  minuteness  of  detail  that  shows  thorough- 
ness of  organization.  In  April,  ISli',  the  Gazelle  is  complaining  of 
the  defenceless  state  of  this  imporlant  harbor,  and  at  the  same 
time,  (Jov.  (iriswold  calls  out  ;U)t)()  militia  for  United  States  service 
jind  ]Mr.  Samuel  (Jreen  advertises  a  lot  (jf  military  tactics  and  regu- 
lations which  he  had  laid  in,  expecting  a  demand  for  them  from 
New  Londoners. 

On  ^lay  11th  Lieut.  Cieorge  11.  llichards  and  John  AV.  Green 
(New  London  names)  are  advertising  for  artillery  recruits,  oliering 
$l»i  bounty,  and  the  sliop-Uee])ers  have  laid  in  a  stock  of  "elegant 
cut  and  thrust  swords,  a  tine  article  for  the  ('aiiada  market,  which 
those  who  are  expecting  to  march  soon  are  inviled  to  call  and  ex- 
amine " 

It  was  not  until  the  24th  of  .lune,  alter  all  this  voluntary 
prejjaration,  that  the  peoj^le  of  New  London  leai'ned  thai  war  was 
declared  against  (Ircat  IJritain. 

I  ha\  e  sketched  the  cour.se  of  events  thus  miniitely  to  show,  that 
however  the  men  of  New  Ijondon,  like  all  cf  New  England, 
dreaded  the  precipitation  of  war,  they  were  quick  lo  meet  the 
emergency.  1  feel  confident  that  had  the  general  government 
showed  the  same  forethought,  the  history  of  our  army  in  the  war 
of  IS!  2  would  be  i)le:isanter  reading  than  it  is. 

There  w^ere  already  in  New  London  and  vicinity  three  local 
military  companies,  (three  companies  to  13000  petjple)  Capt.  French's 
Artillery  company,  and  Captain  Stockman's  and  Capt.  Smith's  com- 
panies of  infiintry. 
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And  there  liiul  come  iluwu  IVoiii  tlic  Wiir  of  Jui\(:\)buArAi(:(i, 
three  eartli  works,  Fort  (li-iHWokl  in  (irotou,  Fort  Tnunhull,  .'i  hiiiall 
jilTiiir  oil  llie  site  of  tlie  jireseiit  work,  with  ii  bloekhouse  in  its 
rear,  which  still  reiiuiius,  aiul  a  8lif,'ht  eaitlnvorl;  on  Wiiithrow's 
I'oiiit,  which  was  distin^'uishahle  until  <^nii\(:<\  down  to  fill  in  the 
new  liiilwa}-  wharf.  Uiit  tliest;  works  were  in  a  ili.->iiiaiitleJ  cuudi- 
iiou. 

It  was  upon  such  a  coninuiuity  in  New  Lon<hjn.  thus  de- 
feiuled,  that  news  came  on  June'Jt,  1.S12,  of  war  with  (ireat  IJritain. 

Mr.  Samuel  (Ireen,  of  the  (lazclh:,  had  ljc-,'un  to  cry  out 
a<,Miust  "the  defenceless  state  of  tint  harlioi-"  as  early  as  A})ril,  hut 
it  was  not  until  July  22d  tliat  re])airs  were  bej^om,  tardily,  hy  the 
geiieral  j;'overnment,  upon  l-'ort  (JriswoUh  And  the  "defenceless 
state  of  New  London"  may  he  t;il;rii  as  a  s;iiiiple  of  the  defenceless 
state  of  the  country,  to  say  nothing--  ol  incapacity  for  the  olVensivc. 
Never  was  a  greater  war  undertaken  in  so  foolish  and  slip-shod  a 
niainu'r  as  our  war  of  IS] '2. 

Ill  the  first  place,  the  national  treasury  was  empty  and  without 
hope  of  repletion,  since  our  own  government  had  joined  with 
Franco  and  Fugland  to  destroy  American  commerce.  Secomliy, 
it  AViis  conceded  by  everybody,  except  our  sailors,  that  we  had  no 
use  for  a  navy,  and  that  the  war  nuist  Ix'  conducted  on  land. 
Thirdly,  it  was  to  l^e  a  war  for  the  coinpicst  of  Canada,  and  the 
c-on(juest  was  ])laniied  on  so  niagniliceut  a  scale  th;it,  while  our  ex- 
posed seaboard  was  lelt  with  scarcely  a  gnrrisou,  and  our  cajjital 
was  abandoned  to  tlie  enemy,  all  our  available  tnnips  could  be 
engau,ed  in  coiupiest.  Nevertheless  the  forces  were  divided  up 
into  little  independent  commands,  under  jiretentious  names,  widely 
sei)arated  from  possible  mutual  support,  and  easily  beateu  in  d»-bxil. 

"We  nniy  add,  as  a  fourth  item,  the  grossest  incapacity  in  the 
war  oilice  aud  in  the  held,  with  hardly  any  exception,  through  the 
war.  I  find  more  ideas  of  military  busine.->s  in  tlie  movements  of 
the  Connecticut  militia,  than  in  all  I  have  read  of  in  the  pretentions 
of  the  humiliated  armies  of  the  United  States.  The  only  blunders 
that  were  committed  in  Connecticut  were  under  orders  from 
Washington. 

Connecticut  comes  into  notice  three  times  during  the  war. 
First:  ]>y  the  refusal  of  (lev.  (Jriswold  to  furnish  State  militia 
upon  rec^uisition  from  the  War  Department.  Second:  ]>v  the 
blockade  of  Decatur's  squadron  in  New  London  harb«r,  by  the 
alleged  treasonable  signals  on  Light-house  Point  and  on  Lasteru 
Point.     Third:  By  the  Hartford  convention. 
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l>iit  New  rjoiidon  w.is  (lirccJly  iiit,i:r(!sf(;<l  in  but  two  of  these 
events,  and  p;ii-lic,iil;iily  iiitoresteil  in  Init  ono  <>)'  tlioiii.  Tii'lee<l, 
the  lUiifi  Li'i^lits  tliniw  nil  otiior  iii;itt(M'H  iiitu  the  hihiuhj  ho  fur  as 
New  London  is  (;oiic('n)<'.  I.  I))ul)th;s.s  there  were  brave  roi)re- 
scntiitivcs  of  \(iw  London  witli  the  armies  invading,'  Canada,  hut  I 
have  fouml  no  ti'ac.c  of  tliciu.  It  must  he  even  more  certain  that 
New  [iondmi  was  rcprcscMitcd  in  those  brilliant  privateer  servici's, 
and  anions,' the  volunteers  of  the  navy,  as  New  fjondon  was  conspieu- 
ously  repiesenteil  thei-e  in  the  Uevolutifjiiary  v.'ar.  But  so  closely 
wafi'lied  was  our  i)oi-t,  I  find  evidence  of  only  two  privateers  fitted 
out  at  New  London,  the  SaratD'jn  and  tlie  Mur^,  the  latter  com- 
manded by  ('hurles  Bulkley. 

On  the  i'.ltli  olMuiie,  ISI'2,  iive  days  later  th;in  the  declaration 
of  war,  recpiisition  was  made  by  the  u,eneral  j^'overnment  u])OU 
(iov.  (iiiswold  for  tiv(!  eomjianies  of  militia,  four  (jf  whieh  were  to 
report  fin-  yarrison  duty  at  New  London.  In  two  respects  the 
retjuisition  was  distasteful.  Tlie  rij^lit  to  call  the  militia  into  gar- 
rison liere,  involved  the  rii;'ht  to  send  them  out  of  the  State  as  well, 
and  the  call  was  not  u])on  militia  most  convenient  to  existing  dan- 
ger, but  tor  a  draft  from  the  whole  state.  Besides,  the  militia 
were,  by  the  retpiisition,  to  bo  placed  '.mder  re_,Milar  otiieers,  to 
lose  their  identity  as  Connecticut  troops,  and  perhaps  to  be  mixed 
in  the  regular  army. 

Our  government  made  great  and  unhapi)y  strides  towards 
centi'alization  during  our  civil  war,  but  I  dcjubt  if  ever  under 
modern  tendences,  Connecticut  troops  wtjuld  consent  to  lose  the 
Connecticut  organization,  and  the  Connecticut  name.  True  it  is, 
that  since  lloger  (Iriswold  of  Tjyme,  from  his  invalid  i-himber, 
niade  answer  to  the  retpiisition  of  the  AVar  Department,  it  has 
never  been  intimated,  neither  to  lh(i  troops  of  (Connecticut,  or  to 
the  troo})s  of  any  other  state,  that  it  might  be  necessary  for  them 
to  lose  their  identity  in  order  to  save  the  country. 

Tlu!  (lovernor  refused  the  reipiisition  for  constitutional 
reasons,  that  seemed  t*)  him  sullicient.  The  constitution  permitted 
the  call  of  mililia  by  the  general  government.  "To  execute  the 
laws  of  the  iiiiion,  suppress  insurrection,  and  re]jel  invasion,"  and  the 
(lovernor  declared  that  "none  of  tliese  exigences  had  been  shown 
to  exist."  So  New  London  was  still  almost  del'euceless,  and  the 
two  baidcs  sent  otV  their  si)ecie  to  Norwich. 

It  was  not  until  the  7th  of  Octob(;r,  that  at  last  fifty-eight  vol- 
unteer's arrived  from  Tolland,  with  the  promise  of  twenty  mor'  . 
And    even  so  late  as    the  I'ith  of  ^May,  l8lo,  the  Gazette   declares 
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that  tlio  city  is  stil]  "dofrncoloHS."  Mrantiine  DcaiUir  had  cotue 
in  with  his  i)iizo,  Wu^  Mii(cil()iii(La,  the  liurhor  wa.s  closer  and  closer 
bl()clva(h'd;  tlie  iiihahilants  of  Xcw  Loinhjii  were  re])(>rted  as 
(leeinj,'-  io  tlie  inferior,  hut  tlie  report  was  indijiiiaiitly  dcnieil. 

It  would  seem  as  if  the  War  Depaitiuout  intended  to  punish 
^lov.  (J)iswold's  state,  at  whatever  cost  to  tiie  nation. 

At  hist,  l)y  June  2,  181:},  there  are  tour  lej^'inients  of  tiof^ps  r.u 
duty  al)out  the  place.  Decatur,  with  his  sipiadron.  was  stan<liii;/ 
out;  tlie  Jhitish  scjuadron  was  staiidiii;^-  in;  tiie  troop.-s  were  under 
arms;  hot  shot  were  made  ready;  the  city  was  emptied  of  j^'oods; 
many  families  were  ^'one  entirely,  ami  most  of  the  women  ami 
children,  (heat  exertion  was  made  at  the  (Jrot(^n  batteries.  Kut 
the  liritish  I'an  out,  Dec-atur  sails  up  the  rivei-,  theiicojile  returned 
and  (piiet  prevailed  for  a  while. 

That  may  be  taken  as  a  sample  of  life  in  New  Lon<[<jn  thence- 
forth throu«;h  the  wai-,  until  Decatur's  scjuadron  was   .lismantled 

On  the  2Tth  of  October,  LSlo,  J^ecatur  ahandoned  the  lortitl- 
cation  on  Dragon  Hill  at  Allyn's  Point,  jjrepared  his  ship.-,  timilly 
for  Hea,  and  came  down  to  New  London  aj^'aiu,  andiorin;^'  above 
Fort  Trumbull,  and  his  movements,  (says  the  Gazetle)  were  ol>.<enetl 
Inj  the  eneni}/.  After  many  delays  and  small  accidents,  and  l.y 
waitin;^- for  favorable  weather,  it  seemed  as  if  Decatur's  hour  at  last 
had  come.  "The  ni.-lit  of  December  l-Jth,"  (says  Samuel  CJreen,  the 
editor,)  "was  boisterous,  with  a  heavy  sea,  therefore  it  was  utterlv 
improbable  that  the  British  boats  would  leave  their  ships,  or  row 
guard  three  or  four  miles  this  side  of  them  " 

Let  Dectatur  tell  his  own  stoiw.  He  writes  to  the  Navv  De- 
partnu'iit  under  date  of  Decemlier  20,  l^:l:5: 

New  London,  Decendier  20,  Lsi:}. 
Some  few  niglits  since  the  weather  i)romised  an  opportunity 
for  this  s(pnidron  to  get  to  sea,  and  it  was  said  on  shore  that  we 
intended  to  make  the  attempt.  In  the  course  of  the  evening,  two 
lAuc  liyhfs  were  burnt  on  both  the  points  at  the  harbor's  mouth,  as 
signals  to  the  enemy,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  have,  by  siir- 
nals  and  otiierwise,  inslanfaneous  informofion  of  our  inovetneat.t. 
Great  but  unsuccessful  exertions  have  been  made  to  detect  those 
who  communicate  with  the  enemy  by  signals.  The  editor  of  the 
New  London  Gazette,  to  alarm  them,  and  in  the  hope  to  prevent 
the  rei)etition  of  these  signals,  stated  in  that  newspaiH-r  that  hey 
had  been  observed,  and  ventured  to  denounce  those  who  had  maile 
them  in  animated  and  indignant  terms.  The  consequence  is,  that 
he  has  incurred  the   express  censure  of  some   of  his  neighbors. 
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Notwitli.stundiiij^  their  signals  liave  bi;oii  rcpoatod,  unci  liavo  Loou 
secu  l)y  twenty  persons  iit  least  in  tliis  H<iua(lr()n,  there  are  meu 
in  New  Lonchjii  \vli()  have  tlie  hanlilio^d  lo  afleet  to  disbelieve  it, 
and  tli(!  etlVontery  \o  avow  lluiir  disbelief. 

I  ani,  sir,  with  IIk;  highest  consich-ration  and  resiteet,  j'oui- 
very  .obedient  and  Iminbl.,-  m .ivaiil,  STIllMlllX  DKCA'J'I-Jl. 

Hon.   Wii.i.iAM  .JoNi;s,  Siu'retary  of  the  Navy. 

Other  testimony  conlirnis  Decatur's  temperate  report,  for  upon 
tiu!  aunouneenuiiit  in  the  (Idzi'lte  of  the  lf)th  of  December,  a  con- 
troversy aro.-e  about  the  niatter. 

^fr.  Samuel  (Ireen,  a  strong  Federalist,  who  refused  to  report 
the  1  )emocratie  celebration  of  tliettli  of  Jul\ ,  exce|it  with  a  pi'oti-.>>t 
against  the  sentinuiits  of  the  toasts  given  on  that  occasion,  a  loyal 
New  Londoner,  as  tiie  columns  of  the  Uazdtc  show  plainly,  ^Ir. 
Samuel  (ii'cen  declares  that  "})Ossessed  as  he  was  of  tlie  facts,  and 
fully  convincetl  of  their  liiith,  he  could  not,  in  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  es})t!ciall3'  to  the  commanders  of  our  ships,  and  of  their 
brave  crews,  su])])ress  his  knowledge  of  them.'' 

The  oiliccrs  of  thi;  deck,  with  Uiv  other  ollicers  and  men  of 
the  watch  on  board  thi'  llornt'f,  expressly  state  that  the  points  of  the 
harbor  W(;re  then  dislinctl>'  visible,  and  that  the  lights  ajipeared 
on  the  high  ground  within  the  points,  and  on  ihe  eastern  sidt-,  at 
least  forty  feet  high  and  within  ihe  shore. 

The  editor  of  the  Norwich  Coarii'r,  (a  I''ederalist  i)aj)er,)  at 
first  denied  the  reitort  as  untrue,  bceause  he  says  he  "sujiposed 
the  story  was  one  of  hundreds  of  stories  that  grow  at  such  times." 
"Jhit,'"  he  adds  in  a  later  issue,  "we  have  been  mistaken.  It  is  a 
lamentable  fact  that  blue  lights  were  shown  as  signals  to  the 
eneiijy  previous  to  the  I.'itli,  and  have  since  been  repeated,  and  we 
fear  will  continue  to  be  shown  until  the  scoundrels  concerned  iu 
such  diaVtolical  wickedness  shall  be  detected,  and  suffer  the  pun- 
ishment so  justly  their  due.'" 

'I'he  editor  of  the  Gazelle  furnished  further  evidence  on  De- 
cendter  21st.  He  says:  "We  now  state  on  the  authority  of  Com- 
modore Decatur,  Capt.  Jones  and  Capt.  Biddle,  that  the  ollicers  and 
men  of  iha  J  lor  ncl,  statioued  as  lookouts,  distinctly  saw  and  noticed 
l)lue  lights  shown  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  soon  after  signals 
were  made  from  one  of  the  enemy's  ships,  which  th(>y  presumed 
Avere  made  iu  consequence  of  those  from  the  shore.  The  ot1icert)f 
the  Macedonian,  who  was  rowing  guard  on  the  same  evening,  to- 
gether with  all  the  men  composing  the  boat's  crew,  saw  blue  lighta 
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iiKulo  Oil  l)()tli  .-i(l(;H  (>r  IIh'  livci-,  and  iiniiKdiatel}'  i'(;|iinir(l  to  tlie 
nliip  t(j  rejiort.  the  saiiU!  to  tlic  <oiiniiaii(Iin^'-  ollicer.  'J'lir-so  jtfM'sons 
ur(!  familial' \vitli  the  iiuikiii^'  of  si/^iials,  and  fonld  not  ini^tako  the 
couiiiion  lipids  <>f  ilu;  sliore  for  Muo  lii^hts." 

A^^^aiii,  in  tlie  (Im.clli'  cd' .laniiary  Titli,  ISl  1,  1  find  thi.^  report 
of  (ivonts  on  the  nij^lit  <d'  .lunuary  '.(tli: 

"On  Sunday  ni^lit,  al)ouf  10  o'clock,  blue  li^ditH  were  a^'ain  ex- 
hibited on  Loth  sides  of  the  liver,  and  were  answered  by  all  the 
Hiitisli  [ships.  At  this  time  u  sloo})  was  |)a;->.dng  calleil  tlif'  Tnim- 
hiiU.  The  lights  were  distinctly  seen  hy  a  number  of  military  and 
naval  olTicers." 

Against  tliis  sixfold  testimony  to  the  fact  of  the  signals  to  the 
Jji'itislij  is  to  be  \\eiiihed,  First;  "The  oiitci^-  that  was  made  in- 
st;intly  hy  the  New  London  correspondent  of  the  IJoston  A<Ir,;r- 
li.-«;r,  who  declares  that  the  lights  were  in  IJritish  guard  boats,  that 
the  naval  ollicers  "disbelieve  that  the  lights  were  the  work  of  any 
human  being  on  Jici/jlits  upon  land  or  on  shcn'es."  Mo  exonerates 
the  editor  of  the  (lazclln  from  the  suspicion  of  writing  his  own  re- 
port. He  intimates  that  the  article  in  the  ihizfUe  was  fabricated 
by  a  certain  })erson,  who  is  known,  and  whose  object  "was  no  doubt 
to  bring  a  danger  vipou  a  people  toward  whom  he  entertains  a 
deadl}'  hostility,  for  reasons  wtdl-known  to  himself  and  extremely 
mortifying  to  his  pride  and  amliition.  Hut,  (he  adds,)  it  has  failed, 
and  the  autluu'  and    the  peopk^  here  well    understand  the  subject." 

Ibit  then  conies  Afr.  Samuel  (Ireen,  to  say  that  the  (li\zi'lfe 
"l)aragraphs  are  justly  attiibut(.'<l  to  himself  alone;'  the  olfii-er  of 
the  deck,  and  the  outlook  on  the;  Ifurnrt  to  tell  the  elevation  and 
location  of  the  signals,  and  (•dmniodore  Decatur  with  ('apt.  Jones 
and  bidille,  to  show  that  instead  of  disl  elieving,  the  naval  otliccrs 
actually  believed  and  knew  that  the  signals  were  made  on  >hore. 
And  so  the  groniid  gives  away  under  the  anonymous  torrespoud- 
ent  of  the  Uoston  AdccrUser. 

A  second  consideration  against  the  facts  as  re}iorted,  is  drawn 
from  the  negative  testimony  regarding  the  blue  lights,  which  can- 
net  be  better  stated  than  the  President  of  this  Society  has  stated 
it  to  me  in  a  letter.  His  argument  is  certainly  very  stron-i",  ami 
in  the  al)sence  of  other  evidence  would  be  conclusive.  He  says: 
"Fort  Trumbull  was  garisoned  with  United  States  troops.  There 
was  a  guard  at  Fort  (Jriswold.  Detachments  of  militia  werep  isfed 
at  diHterent  points  on  the  east  side  of  the  liver  down  to  Eastern 
Point,  and  on  the  west  side  down  to  the  Light  House.  Sentries, 
of  course,  were  posted  and  were  on  watch  every  night.     Not  one 
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of  tlicHO  HentrieH,  and  llieio  woro  many  of  tliein,  rft^'iilfii-  and  militia, 
over  saw  a  blue;  lif,'lit.  'J'liero  was  lu)  oi]i(;er  in  tli«  laii<l  Hervico 
of  any  rank,  rof^Milar  or  militiii,  who  (Vu\  not  diHfi-fMlit  tlio  rei)ort 
tliat  Kii(;li  lif^ditH  woro  .seen.  Indeed,  tliey  conM  lujt  clo  of-lierwine 
withoiit  confeHsin^'-  lo  manifcHt  dereliction  to  dnty.  As  fititliful 
ollicers  they  were  clearly  Ixtmid  nrjt  only  to  jjost  sontri;s  wlio 
wonld  be  viiiilaiit  (;noiigli  to  see  .such  li^dits,  but  active  and  ])roni|>t 
enoii}^h  to  arrest  those  who  e.vliilnled  them.' 

Untbrtumitely,  however,  the  otUcers  of  tlie  land  seivice  have 
not  put  upon  record  their  oi)inions  in  the  public  manner  in 
which  the  naval  olUcers  have  recorded  their  observations.  And 
while  it  is  cpiite  true  that  sentinels  of  the  j)icicet  line  should 
have  extended  l)eyond  the  two  points  at  the  harbor's  mouth,  with 
stroiifjf  reserves  not  far  in  their  reiir,  I  find  no  evidence  that  (nir 
outposts  did  extend  very  far  l)elow  Fort  Trundjull  and  I-'ort 
Clriswokl.  On  the  contrary,  just  two  weeks  before  the  rtiported 
signals,  an  atlair  occurred  at  Roger's  IJeacli  "near  the  salt  works" 
between  British  boats,  and  a  detachment  sent  down  from  Fort 
Trumbull,  there  apparently  being  no  (roo])s  nearer  than  that.  lUit 
on  October  ('»,  1814,  as  if  to  guard  the  points  which  had  hitherto 
been  unoccupied,  mention  is  made  that  "two  new  batteries,  oiw  on 
each  f<i(le  Hie  harlxir,  are  nearly  completed.'' 

I  cannot  escape  the  conviction  that  such  signals  were  made 
between  the  two  points  of  our  harbor  and  the  British  fleet,  and 
that  they  were  made  on  more  than  one  occasion.  But  it  is  (piite 
another  and  a  more  important  question:  By  whom  were  they 
made  ? 

I  think  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  New  Londoner,  and  that  no 
American  was  concerned  in  the  matter,  except  to  burn  with  in- 
dignation when  so  horiid  an  accusation  has  been  made.  While 
Connecticut  was  almost  unanimously  Federalist,  New  Loudon  was 
an  evenly  balanced  town,  half  Federalist  and  half  Republican,  and 
each  party  watched  the  other  with  a  keen  scent  for  errors,  ^[ore- 
over,  while  the  Federalist  party  in  Connecticut  was  for  peace,  so 
long  as  between  peace  and  war  there  was  an  open  question,  and 
while  the  oiuiduct  of  the  war  as  neglecting  the  i)roper  defence  of 
New  England  was  obnoxious  to  the  Federalist,  nevertheless  the 
Federalist  utterances  from  first  to  last  betray  not  the  slighest  in- 
clination to  make  any  jieace  but  an  honorable  one,  or  to  give  the 
enemy  the  least  advantage,  or  to  regard  the  British  as  any  other 
than  the  bitterest  enemies,  even  Democrats  being  more  tolerable  ! 
No  Federalist  of  New  London,  however  base  in  character,  was  ever 
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ftccuscd  or  KUHpectod  of  treiiHoii,  Tlu-io  was  a  day,  too,  ^^on(^ay 
the  I'JtIi  of  .Inly,  ISI;'.,  when  a  llt;ot  of  wvcii  ships,  two  lui-^h,  u 
KchooiHir  and  u  sluoji  wcrf;  standing  in  t'lom  lictweeii  lilock  Island 
and  tlio  mainland,  for  New  T-ondon  iind  the  citizens  were  nnich 
exciteth  Siiiniltancoiisly  came  ini  order  from  the  sa;,'acious  War 
l)ej)artin('nt  to  (Hscdiasf^e  all  the  mihtia  on  duty  iu  New  liOndon 
and  (hc)ton.  By  '1  o'ch)cl<  (ircjtcjii  was  coiuplolely  evacuated,  and 
tlie  troojJH  were  mustered  on  tlie  Taraih'  lor  discharge,  when  in- 
staiilly  a  ship  of  the  hiie  and  a  frigate  on  their  way  just  outside 
tlie  harl)()r,  lie^^an  to  exercise  their  ^uns  I  All  New  J^ondon  wuh 
in  an  ui)i-oar,  but  not  until  10  oV-lock  at  nij^dit  was  a  way  found  lo 
2)ut  so  niuch  as  a  solitary  sentinel  inside  Fort  (iriswold.  If  iliere 
Avero  tieasonalile  citizens  in  New  Loudon,  why  did  not  the  j^reat 
]»ritish  stpnulion  etV  the  liarhor  and  under  way  becomeaware  that 
the  city  lay  open  to  them,  and  lliiit  by  sailiu!^'  into  the  hailjor  they 
could  exercise  their  yuns  to  some  piirjjose. 

It  is  sii^uilicant,  loo,  thai  oiilv  utter  this  date  do  we  liml  indi- 
cations of  s})ies  iu  New  London,  as  if  the  enemy  did  not  nn-an  to 
have  tlie  War  Department  blunder  aj^Miin,  and  they  not  know  it. 

The  l)lu(!  lij^hts  appeareil  on  December  Lith,  ISLJ,  and  ou 
January  Dth,  LS14,  and  the  Gazi'tte  of  January  Ditli  has  tlie  va^'-ue 
announcement  that  Cajit.  Center  of  Newport  has  been  arrested, 
(for  what  is  uot  stated,)  and  as  he;  wdl  have  a  trial,  tlie  editor  feels 
it  his  duty  to  make  no  remarks  relative  to  him.  The  Chizflte  of 
January  I'Jth  informs  us:  "There  ni)t  beiii;^-  sutHcient  grounds 
fur  the  detention  ol' Center,  lu'  was  dischariied,  and  has  since  ft)uud 
his  way  on  boaid  the  J>ritish  ships."  Alter  this,  arrests  of  sus- 
picious persons  are  made  more  frequently.  Of  course  we  cannot 
say  that  Center  was  arrested  as  a  spy,  ;ind  for  luakinj^  the  sii^nals 
of  Deceml)er  l"Jth  and  January  Oth,  the  date  of  his  arrest  and  the 
carefulness  of  the  (la.cltt.:  not  to  excite  the  puV)lic  minil  aj^ainst 
him,  and  the  fact  that  after  his  discharge,  for  want  of  evidence  to 
conviet,  he  convicted  himself  by  going  onboard  the  enemy's  ships, 
allbrds  strong  })resuinpliun  that  iu  this  professed  Newport  captain 
Ave  have  feund  the  Cmiler  of  the  Blue  Light  mystery. 

It  is  indeed  very  ])ussible  for  a  blookader  to  send  men  of 
his  party  on  the  shore,  to  make  sitiiials  to  him.  I  w;is  on  board 
the  lro(jaoi!<,  in  ISiil,  blt>ckading  the  Sinnpli^r  m  the  roadstead  of 
!St.  Pierre  Martimpie,  when  we  adopted  this  very  expedient,  and 
had  our  JSlue  Liyltt^  burned,  not  on  a  lonely  point  like  those  of  uur 
harbor's  mouth,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  which,  although 
French  was  essentially  hostile  to  us. 
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Tlic  stoi'v  of  Sow  London  in  tlio  war  f)f  1H12,  becomes  unevent- 
ful fniMi  llic  liin(!  oi  tlif!  ])lii(!  rji^i^lits  until  llio  titne  of  peace.  Tlie 
(lelVnccs  are  jiiadually  iiii[)rovc(l  iuid  strenj^lhein'd  hv  tlie  t-iti/enn, 
and  even  the;  \\'ar  1  >ci)artnient.  seems  to  have  niomentH  <>f  sound 
jud;^nient.  'ilieic  are  occasional  idarins  and  occusiotiid  excite- 
ments. So  late  as  October  I'Jtli,  l^ll,  1  find  tlie  advertistMiieiit 
that  "The  Committee  of  D(d'enc(!  for  tin;  ('il_\  of  New  LnxAoH  have 
designated  and  marked  out  the  ^ntuml  for  breast  works  and  otlier 
works  for  defence  on  Town  Hill,  and  near  the  harbor's  moiilii,  aiul 
intend  to  break  giound  and  commence  ojierations  on  Wednesday 
the  r2th  inst.  "They  respectfully  solicit  the  assistance  and  co- 
oi)eriition  of  their  friends  and  fellow  citizens  in  the  neif,'liboring 
towns,  who  will  please  to  I'mnish  themselves  with  suitable  iiuple- 
meuts  of  labor,  such  as  spades,  shovels,  burs,  etc.  RefreslinienU 
and  liqiiDr  will  he  proi'idftl/' 

1  am  airaid  the  litpior  was  used  ;  we  know  the  works  were 
not,  for  presently  the  day  of  peace  arrived. 

That  was  a  ^n-eat.  time  and  loiij^  (o  l)e  i'emend)ered,  when  the 
hall  of  the  Court  House  was  decorated  for  tlie  Peace  ]>all,  and  De- 
catur and  our  ofHcers  welcomed  as  quests  of  New  London,  the 
othcers  of  the  British  tleet.  It  was  a  yreat  alVair,  whicdi  time  for- 
bids me  to  attein])L  tln^  description  of.  Perhaps  it  is  as  well  not  to 
describe  it.  For  the  advertisements  in  the  Gazette,  reveal  a  great 
loss  of  articles  of  the  toilet  there,  and  a  cry  is  made,  even  for 
whom  can,  for  whoi'ver  can  renjenil>er  what  became  of  the  key  of 
the  Court  House,  to  tell  where  it  is  ! 

My  story  such  as  it  is,  is  about  done.  ]\[ay  I  not  sum  it  uji 
in  the  lij^ht  of  the  testimony  by  tlie  memorable  words  of  our  rep- 
resentative in  the  (leneral  Assembly,  who,  when  some  tlin^^  was 
iiiadc  on  the  subject  of  "Blue  Jjights''  rose  and  announced  with 
the  telliny;  speech, 

"]\rr  Speaker,  New  London  asks  no  odds  !" 
''New  London  asL's  no  odds." 

Mr.  President  and  (.lentlemeu:  I  have  opened  but  one  chapter 
of  New  Loudon  history.  It  is  by  no  means  the  only  chapter  which 
promises  interest  to  the  student.  1  could  wish  that  some  more 
graceful  peu  might  set  before  the  people  of  to-day,  some  pictures 
of  the  yet  unrecorded  romances  of  their  old  ancestors.  This  quaint 
town  has  Avituessetl,  I  doubt  not,  many  a  charniiiij^  aud  patlietie 
incident,  in  which  poets   might   rejoice.     Almost  every  old  house 
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lifiK  ilH  Hloiy,  ))rotty  or  sad,  if  only  we  crjuld  recall  it  froui  obliviun 
Lel'ore  it  be  literally  true  of  the  old  lioiiienteudH,  that 

"Lif(!  and  thou^^ht  liave  gone  awuy 
Hide  by  .side; 
Leaving  doors  and  windows  wide, 

(Jareless  tenants  they." 

It  may  be  too  late  to  tell  in  full  the  story  which  gave  IJride 
Broolv  its  name,  but  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  gather  m.  siuh  storieH 
as  that  of  ])rctty  INIary  (^hristopliers,  sailing,  O  so  lon^  ago,  on  a 
bright  .Scjjtember  afternoon,  from  New  London,  up  New  Haven 
Imrlior  to  the  early  Yale  commencement;  with  the  story  of  the 
young  senior  picking  out  through  a  spy-glass  that  unknown  girl 
in  blue,  for  his  partner  at  the  Commencement  Ball,  and  as  it 
proved  his  partner  for  life;  and  the  story  of  the  spy-glass  kept  by 
the  pretty  iVIary  and  her  3'oung  senior,  and  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation  since,  to  be  melted  up  in  the  burning  of 
Chicago. 

Nor  is  it  yet  too  late  to  catch  the  picture  of  young  Ephraim 
Woodbridge,  minister  of  the  old  First  Church,  when  only  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  leading  his  Itride  of  eighteen  summers  to  their 
new  home  on  Main  street,  and  cutting  on  the  window  pane  with  the 
diamond  of  her  ring  this  grateful  sentiment: 

"Ephraim  Woodbridge," 
"Hie  Vixet" 
"Hail  happy  day !  the  fairest  sun  that  ever  rose  I" 
"17t;y." 

A  pretty  picture,  setting  the  preacher  of  the  olden  time  in  a 
somewhat  warmer  and  a  truer  light  than  we  are  apt  to  paint  him 
iuid  his  brethren.  A  romantic  picture,  set  otf  by  another  of  ex- 
quisite pathos,  when  a  few  years  later  the  young  minister  with  his 
little  children,  all  too  young  to  know  what  the  sad  scene  meant, 
followed  the  form  of  his  brilliant  young  wife,  who,  (says  the  funeral 
sermon,)  "in  the  giddy  days  of  youth,  was  particularly  airy  and 
gay,"  up  to  the  old  Burying  Ground  to  leave  her  body  there  for  a 
twelve-month,  and  then,  at  only  thirty  years  of  age,  to  lay  his  own 
dust  by  the  side  of  hers  forever  I 

But  not  these  houses  only  have  their  histories;  flipse  very 
wharves,  whose  dusty  roadways  seem  so  unromautic,  have  their 
tales  to  tell  to  some  sympathetic  and  patient  ear;    the  wharves, 
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wlionco,  in  Colfdiiiil   dayH,  in  hi;roi<;  times  of  the  Revolution,  the 
Will-  (jf  1S12,  and  even  hiter 

"The  stately  ships  went  forth 
From  their  haven  under  tlio  hill." 

These  have  tales  to  tell.  How  many  have  been  the  ships  from 
them 

•'That  sailed  for  sunny  isles, 
But  never  came  to  shore  !" 

And  who  shall  tell  the  story  of  Now  Loudon  Harbor,  with  its 
growth  of  commerce,  its  exploits  of  courage  and  of  skill,  and  its 
incidents  of  love  and  grief,  as  the  story  might  be  told  ! 
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MEMOIR 

OK 

Cai'tain  Richard  Law. 


Ciiptiiin  Hicliurd  Tiaw,  a  vcii(!ral)le  sea  captain,  died  at.  New 
Loiuloii,  ("(Mill.,  liis  native  ])lacf',  oil  the  I'.ltli  oT  Dccfiiiher,  l84r), 
a;.^-e(l  (nylity-twd  years  and  nine  inonilis.  ('apt.  T.aw  was  a  man  of 
^roat  skill  and  e.Kpericncc;  in  nauti(Ml  alVairs.  A  sailnr  IVom  lii.s  Itoy- 
liood,  lie  had  made  a  vast  nunilter  of  voya^^es,  and  liad  been  in 
scenes  of  dan<^er  and  diilicnlty  that  test  the  cliai ac-ter  iiud  task  the 
powers  of  man  in  no  ordinary  de^a-ee.  But  his  courage  and  skill 
always  proved  e(]ual  to  any  emei-^ency.  In  no  critical  conjunc- 
ture were,  his  firmness  an<l  decision  of  mind  ever  known  to  desert 
him.  These  lii.i;her  ipmlities  an;  not  often  found  in  comhination 
willi  the  genial,  social  disi)Osition  which  was  a  characteristic  of 
Oapt.  Ijaw. 

Ho  had  an  elevated  idea  of  the  duty  Avhicli  a  commander 
owes  to  his  ship— that  is,  to  the  interests  of  lite  and  ])ro|ierty  com- 
mitted to  his  care  On  this  account  he  was  ever  unwilling  to  take 
one  of  his  himily  to  sea  with  him,  lest  the  ties  of  atVection  mi-ht 
in  some  emergency  warp  his  judgment,  and  cause  him  to  swerve 
from  the  straight  line  of  duty. 

In  most  resi)ects  he  might  serve  as  a  model  of  an  accoujplished 
sea  captain,  mingling  urbanity  with  authority,  and  securing  both 
the  love  and  confidence  of  his  crew.  In  all  his  numerous  vova^es 
he  had  never  any  serious  difficulty  witli  a  subaltern,  and  tlnnigh  he 
freciuently  shipi>ed  with  men  who  had  l)een  rcprc^scnted  as  stubborn 
and  refractory,  they  generally  became,  under  his  judicious  manaire- 
ment,  as  cheeriul  and  orderly  as  any  on  board.  One  trait  in  his 
character  to  which  special  prominence  should  l>e  accorded,  was  a 
generous  fellow-feeling  and  open-handed  charity  towards  his 
brother  sailors. 

"i\Iy  conscience  is  clear  ui)oii  one  point  ;"  he  would  often  say, 
"I  never  iieyledcd  the  naihir.  Often  have  I  watched,  night  after 
night,    by   the    side   of  a  sick   mess-mate  or  a  poor  tar.     It  was 
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iilwiivB    my    pk'Jisiiie,   iis  well   us  my  <lLity,  to  tuke  <^(H)t\    cum  of 
Poor     J,u;k."         'J'hiH    is    ;iii    cx;im|ile    woitliy    of    all    comiin.inlii- 
tioii,  and   leads  us  in  tlie  outset  oi"  this  brief  sketeji  of  lii>  life  to 
enrol  liiiu  as  the  sailor's  friend.     '^I'oo  often  alas!   the  sailor's  com- 
mundei-  is  tlie   very   [jcrscjii   wIkj  has  the   least  synipathy  for  the 
>ailors   sulfeiiu;^.       ()nly  an  imperft;ct  outline  of  the  life  of  (!n[)t. 
Law  can  now  be  recovered.   Had  he  kept  a  private  journal,  or  liiij 
tlie    friends   of  his    later   yenrs — the    narrative  [tej'iod  of  his  life — 
heeii  more  careful  to  draw  out  the  details  from  his  vi^or<»us  mt  m- 
ory,    or  even    to    note   the   ])articiihus    which   were  daily  llowinj^ 
fortli  from  his  rich    treasuiy  in   the  familiar  intercourse  of    friend- 
ship, a   njcmoir  mi^ht  be  written,  surpassing'  in  interest  the  won- 
ders of  romance,  or  the  creations  of  poetry.       His  father,  llieharJ 
L;iw,*  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Law,  formerly  fJovernor  of  Con- 
necticut, has  alreaily  become  eminent  as  an  attorney  under  the 
royal   government,   but  in  the  (uitset  of  the  revolution,  joined  the 
patriotic  party  with   alacrity  and  ar(h)r,  devoting-  his  time,  talent.s 
and  fortune  to  the  service  iA'  his  couutr}'.       He  was  a  member  of 
Couj^ress  foi'  several  years   during   the  revolutionary  contest,   and 
one  of  the  judges  of  the   Connecticut    District.     His  secoml  son, 
Richard,"}"  the  subject  of  this  sketch,   caui;ht  the  tlame  of  libertv' 
from  the  tdowing  bosom  of  his  father,  autl  gave  hinjself  up  with  all 
the    boundless  enthusiasm  of  youth   to  the  cau->e  of  American  in- 
dependence.     At    the    commencement    of  the    contest    he    was   a 
memlier  of  Vale  College,  having  entered  that  institution  when  but 
little  t)ver  twelve  years  ol'  age,  his  tather  having-  himself  vigilantly 
suiK-rinteuded  his  educatiomil  studies  and  prepared  him  for  admis- 
sion.       At  the  present  day,  however,  no  one  is  jjermitted   to  enter 
at  that  age,  even  if  the  ipialilications  are  complete  and  undcuiiible. 
The    news  of  the  battle   of  Hunker    Hill  came  iu  among   tlie 
Bpii'ited  young  patriots  then  at  Vale  College,  like  a  lighted   toich 
among  sheaves  of  corn,  setting  them  all  in  a  llame,  and  scattering 
them  fast  and  wide.       l-'ither   with,  or  without   leave,  nnjst  of  the 
students    left  New    Haven,   some  of   ihem   never  to  resume  again 
their  collegiate  course.       Itichard  Law  hastened  to  the  side  of  Lis 
father,  and  became  the  companion,  the  assistant  and  the  confiden- 
tial messenger  of  all  his  earlier  patriotic  enterprises.     In  the  tirst 
public  meeting    in  New  London,  which  gave  a  bold  and   free  voice 
to  the  stilled   wish  for  liberty  and  entire   independence    of  Great 
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Britiiiii,*  lie  fltood  Ixliind  the  cliuir  of  liis  fiitlioi",  tlifi  niodorator  of 
till'  MKsciiil)ly,  and  n.s  i'os(;liitio)i  aftc-r  rcholution  was  iid()|>t(;tl,  life 
was  the  liiHt  to  tosH  up  liiw  liat  and  j^ive  11h;  \<>\i^  and  liiud  hurrab, 
Ju  August,  ITTCi,  be  accomiMinied  liis  fatlier  to  New  York,  flie  lat- 
ter being  Hent  thither  l)y  the  ('oniu-il  of  Safety,  to  confer  with 
(ieneral  AVnbbingtou,  respecting  the  defence  of  the  colony.  He 
finally  obtained  permission  frtJiii  hi.s  father  to  withdraw  peniia- 
uently  from  college,  and  to  enlist  iu  the  infant  navy  of  hisc-cMintiy. 
At  the  age  of  liftcen  he  was  api)ointed  midshipnum  and  attached 
to  the  ship  Trumlndl,  then  building-  at  ]Middlet(jwn.  In  the  mean 
time  he  obtained  leave  to  nuike  a  cruise  in  the  "/>«'///  Sjienr-t^r,'  a 
noted  and  suceosstul  privateer,  belonging  to  New  London.  Jn  that 
vessel,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  .Michael  ^lelally,  he  had  liis 
first  experience  of  life  at  sea,  and  of  njariue  warfare.  They  had  a 
slight  contest  with  one  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  and  gave  spirited 
chase  to  anotlier,  but  took  no  ^jrize  t)f  any  magnitude. 

The  I'ncmhtdl  was  brought  around  from  Connecticut  river 
in  the  summer  of  1771),  and  towed  up  the  Thames  to  (iale  Town, 
seven  miles  from  New  London,  as  a  place  safe  froui  invasions  of 
the  enemy,  and  there  fitted  lor  sea.  IMidshipman  Law  was  aboard 
and  on  duty  during  the  whole  .summer,  and  performed  the  labor 
and  service  of  a  man  till  she  was  conj])letely  rijiged  and  eijuippcd. 
She  was  designed  for  tliirty-two  guns,  but  was  furnished  witii  only 
thirty,  of  which  twenty-four  were  twelves  and  .six  sixes.  She  had 
a  gallant  crew,  nu)stly  recruited  in  New  London  ami  its  vicinity. 
New  indeed,  to  the  trade  of  war,  but  glowing  with  patriotic  fervor 
and  eager  for  distim-.tion  and  adventure.  She  was  equipped  and 
manned  under  the  orders  of  ("apt.  Klisha  llinman,  to  whom  it  was 
supposed  the  actual  command  would  be  given,  but  the  post  was 
assigned  by  Congress  to  Capt.  James  Nicholson  of  ^Maryland,  who 
was  then  the  senior  officer  in  the  navy.  Capt.  Nicholson  took  the 
comnumd  and  the  I'funibul/  left  New  London  harbor  in  A})ril, 
1780,  her  wIkjIc  company,  officers  and  men,  numbering  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine. 

On  the  '2d  of  June,  off  Bermuda,  she  fell  in  with  a  British 
letter  of  marcjue,  or  private  armed  cruiser,  called  the  Waft,  carry- 
ing thirty-four  guns  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Coulthard.  A  ter- 
rible conllict  ensued.  The  two  .ships  lay  side  V)y  side  fiu*  two  hours 
and  a  half,  engaged  in  mutual  destruction,  pouring  broad-:ides 
into  each  other  without  intermission.      '1  he  Joss  in  proportion  to 
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the  miiiib(ii-s  ciiyii;^a'<1,  wiis  so  ^M<at  as  tu  </i\(:  it  Ji  Had  pre- 
ciniiiciic(!  iuiioii^f  naval  hatllcK.  'I"li<;  ]\'nll  liail  a  (iLr<,'o  of  gri-at 
vuluo,  iiiul  had  Lceji  (MHiipjX'd  to  fij^dit  licr  ua^-.  Sh<f  liad  ;i  iiiuii- 
ber  of  pass(!ii^(;is  on  board,  who  (•aiiio  uijou  (h-clc  and  foiii^dit  witli 
the  hfioisni  of  ])ra(lic('d  soldiers,  ('apt.  Coiilthard,  in  liis  accoujit 
of  the  affair,  admitted  that  he  had  ninety-two  men  killed  and 
wounded,  liis  wliole  mnnber  beiii^-  two  Inindi'ed  and  fifty.  'I'lie- 
7'rniiilHi/l  had  but  thirty-nine  killed  and  w(jiih(h'd,  but  a  numljer 
of  the  crew  wei'e  })revented  by  sickness  fn^m  takini:' any  ]  art  in 
the  ac'tion,  ho  that  lifly  out  of  two  hundred,  or  every  fourlli  man  was 
disabled. 

In  the  midst  of  this  fearful  entaMinter,  midshipman  Law,  then 
only  sevente(;n  years  of  aye,  was  left  standin<^-  a/uin'.  at  his  ynu, 
every  other  m:iii  that  belonged  to  it  l>in;^'  jirostrate  arcuind  him. 
Some  of  the  crew  were  litei-ally  cut  to  |)i(.'ees,  ami  it  was  said  lliat 
one  man  was  actually  shot  into  the  air  and  lodj^^ed  in  the  ri^^yiny. 
('a])t.  (lilbert  Saltonstall,  of  the  marines,  had  cU'rcn  different 
wounds  from  the  shoulder  to  the  hip,  some  with  buck  shot  and 
otheis  by  yun  splinters.  "Weary  of  the  awful  cnnllict,  the  tiring  at 
lenj^th  ci'ased  on  both  sides,  and  tlie  two  sliips  diifted  apart  The 
Walt  was  most  injured  in  her  hull,  the  I'mndiiiU  in  her  sails  and 
rij^-i^ing'.  The  main  and  (piarter-deck  yuns  of  the  TruiitliuU  tired 
three  hundred  and  eighty-six  rounds,  eiiihly-six  of  which  were 
tired  071  the  (piarter  deck. 

The  marines  tired  pistols  during  part  C'f  the  time,  exclusive 
of  which  they  expended  nearly  IlMIO  lounds.  An  anecdote  efteu 
told  by  Tapt.  liaw,  may  be  introduced  here  as  foiiuing  some  relief 
frouj  these  horrid  di'tails,  and  I'urnishing  a  striking  touch  of 
natural  feeling,  gushing  forth  at  a  desperate  conjuncture.  In  the 
hottest  of  the  action,  when  the  broadsides  of  the  enemy  wei'e  shat- 
tering the  spurs  arouiul  them,  and  the  deck  was  strewed  with  the 
dead,  one''  of  IMr.  Law's  townsmen  said  to  him  eagerly:  "Lawzyl 
Law/.y !"  (this  was  the  diminutive  by  wliii;li  tlie  youthful  ollicer 
was  distijigui.shed  by  his  companions,)  "if  I  am  killed,  don't  thrcnv 
me  overl)oard  with  \\\y  trousers  on.''  "Why  not  V"  "Oh,  because 
of  the  g-uincas  !  There  are  sixteen  guineas  .^titched  up  in  the 
waistband  for  ^folly  — my  jmor  ^NFoll)-.''  Tln'y  had  taken  sevt-ial 
prizes  and  the  man  had  contrived  to  secrete  this  little  private 
booty.  'I'he  day  alter  the  action  the  wind  blew  a  g-ale.  The 
Tnniilin/l    had   lost  her  main    and   mizzenninst,   and   tin.    fort  ni;' -t 
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woiiiulcd  111  m;iiiy  ])liicrs,  was  havctl  with  (litliciilt y.       'I'lioy  luy  at 
the  mercy  of  llie  ra^iii^    olcineuts,  tlioir  ilcrk.s  cut  up.  tln-ir  iiiastH 
aiul  spaiM  a  i)eil'c<;t  wiock,  the  grcjaiis  of  the  wi>iiiiile<l  liUiii^'  ovciy 
I)ans('  of  tho  Ktoiin,the  souml  men  i-x]iaiist(Ml  with  fati^'iie,  aixl  the 
ot1ic(;i-s    apprelieiisive   ami    anxious    lest   a  fiesh   foe   shouhl   eome 
atliwait  I  hem,  in  wliicthcase  they  must  inevital)ly  tall  an  eas\  prey. 
Tin:  (1(11/  afler  the    Ixtttlc.  when   the  excitement  of  conllict  is  ^'one, 
is  usually  one   of   iinmixeil  ilistress,  ami  ^nves  us  a  picture  of  war 
in  its  iviw,  light.       When  the  ^'ale  al>at('il  .lud  t,h(;  crew  ha<l  recov- 
ered   their  strength  and   si)irits,  they    rig>i(Ml   a  jury  mast   and  ar- 
rived in  JJuston  harbor  on  tlie  I'jtli  of  the  month.     'I'liere  ihey  re- 
tittod   tiie   ship.   <ille<l  up  the  diminished   ranks  with  new  recruits, 
and  ai^ain  put  to  sea.     Tlie  sameolUcers,  and,  for  the  nmsl  part,  the 
same   men,  continued   in  her  the   ne.tt  year,  until   the  dis.i^trous 
close  of    hei- career.        In   August,    ITS],    she    was  ca^jtui cd  by  the 
JJritish   fiigiite    Iris  and    the  sloop  ol    war  MoiiL.     The  cicw   were 
canied  to  New  York  and  incarcerated  in  tlmse  deiis  of  brutality, 
famine  and  d(!S])air,  known  as  the  Sugar  House  and  Jersey  Prison 
shij).      Midshipman  T^aw  was  the  youngest  of  the  paily  imprisouetl 
together,   and   by  the  lively  sallies  of  liis  humor,  and   the  inspiring 
inlluence  of   youthlul   hope,  I'ontributed  not  a  little  to  enliven  the 
dark  hours  of  captivity.    He  manageil  every  night  to  get  free  Irom 
his   irons  and   to   sleep   unshackled.       The   prisoners  were  chained 
in  i)airs.       The  com], anion  of   Law  was  large  iuul  ruljust,  while  he 
was  a  slender  ami  siippU;  yituth.     The  hand-cutVs  and  jinkle-chains 
were  litted  to  the  former,  and  the  moment  Law  could  escape  from 
the    eye    ol    the    keeper,   he    ^vouM    slij)  out  haml   and    foot,   and 
jocosely  entreat  his  companion  io  I ahe  ijood  cart' ot  Ins  ///-(R-r'/c/.s  till 
he  called  tor  them.       He  was  then  comparatively  at  liberty  till   the 
approach  of  a  ^ov.  warned  him  io  resume  his  b^nds.       The  otficeis 
were    at  length   paroled,    and    ^[idsliipmau    Law    was    sent    over 
upon    the    Long    Island  side  a  few  miles  distant  from   the  ferry  to 
get   tlm  signature  of   Col.    Axtcll,  a  I'.rilish  otUi-cr,   to  their  papers. 
This  ollicer  ^\as  then   residing   at    a  i>h'a.sant   rural  retn^t  in 
the  country.       He   treated   the  American   mi(lshi)iman  with  polite- 
ness, and  showed  him  rtiund  the  premises.       It  may  here  be  men- 
tioned, by  wa>  of  episode,  that  more  than  thirty  years  afterward, 
when  we  were  again  engaged  in  a  war  with  (ircat  Jhitain,  (entered 
into  principally  in  defence   of  the   rights  of  seamen.)  a  Iriend  of 
Capt.  Law  offered  to  him  a  retired  country  seat  at  I'lat  Lush,  Long 
Island,  lor  the  temporary  iiccommodation  ot  his  family.     On  arriv- 
iii"-  at  this  rural  mansion,  he  found  it  to  be  the  same  in  which  he 
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li;i(l  waitrd  ii|)oii  ("ol,  Axt(;ll  so  )ii;my  ye.ii's  liofoi'o,  to  ^'(;t  liis 
})iir(jlft  sij^iif'il.  IIci<!  wc'iH!  the  suiiu;  tiocs,  only  liir<^(;r  ;iii<l  iiioro 
uiiil)i!i^'(  i;uH  tliiiii  foniicily,  ciiibowcriiig  the  lioime;  the  same  lux- 
uiiaiit  ^iiidoii,  iiiid  fruit  treeK  bciidiii;','-  uiidfr  tln.ir  lich  biirdeiiH. 
A  ltd-  llie  cstaUlisliiiitiit  of  AiiK-riciiii  IiulojxnKloDCf;  ^fr.  lidw  witli- 
(Ircw  IVoiu  tlic  navy  uiul  oiitored  into  tlio  Jiicicliniit  trade  ifad  he 
renmiiicd  in  the  service  he  would  have  been,  l)((Mie  his  death,  the 
senior  ollicei'  in  th(!  I'uited  States  navy.  He  made  niinienjus  voy- 
ages to  the  West  Indies,  and  cjften  remained  long-  aiiK^ng  the 
ishuids  enyiiged  in  the  carrying  trade.  Ju  that  trojncal  climate  Ije 
sulTered  greatly  from  its  peculiar  diseases,  and  at  one  time  was  so 
debibtalcd,  that  day  after  day  he  was  brought  from  his  Iterth  and 
hiid  u})oii  deck,  sliaded  fidm  tlie  sun,  apijarently  to  die.  l-'or  a 
l)eriod  of  fourteen  m(>nths  in  siu-cei-sion,  life  was  but  a  ghnmier- 
iug  spark.  In  1  7!>!),  ("apt.  Law  again  entered  the  j^ublic  service, 
receiving  from  tlie  Hon.  ]?enjamin  Stoddard,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  the  commission  cjf  master  c(  nimaii(hint,  wilJi  an  order  to 
take  command  of  tlie  brig  Hicltiinind,  in  the  s(juadron  oft'cjiumo- 
dore  Talbot.  In  this  vessel  he  was  out  fourteen  nu^nths  in  the 
West  Indies,  o)i  a  cruise,  haviuj;-  for  its  object  the  protection  of 
American  commence  from  the  French  privateers,  which  were  re- 
ported as  lying  in  ainbush  around  the  princii)al  ports  of  St. 
Domingo  and  Cuba.  He  retook  several  ca])tured  vessels,  but  made 
lu)  jirize  of  any  nu)ment,  the  annoyance  having  been  either  greatl}' 
overrated,  or  the  t'neuiy  driven  from  the  ground  hy  the  appearance 
of  a  suiierior  force.  On  the  reduction  of  the  navy,  after  the  "en- 
cial  peace  of  iSOl,  Capt.  law  returned  to  the  merchant  service, 
and  continued  to  track  the  ocean  in  various  directions  with  his  ad_ 
venturous  keel.  l>efore  the  trt-aties  of  the  United  States  with 
S2)ain  and  France,  in  re;^ard  to  Louisiau;i,  the  Mississippi  was 
barred  ag.iinst  every  ensign  but  that  of  Spain.  Ihit  no  sooner 
was  the  bai'  renioved  than  Ameiican  entcrjjrise  stood  readv  to 
enter  the  gate,  and  intioduce  the  Father  of  Waters  to  the  com- 
iiH'rce  of  the  world.  ('apt.  Law  couimanded  the  lirst  merchant 
ve.-sel,  which,  under  the  American  Hag,  entered  that  noble  river  and 
sailed  into  the  harbor  of  New  Orleans.  (This  was  in  ISO:?.)  This 
fact  was  noticed  and  circulated  at  the  time,  accompanied  with 
great  a})plause,  and  though  but  a  chance  incident,  is  t>f  itself  sulli- 
cieiit  to  give  distinction  to  his  iiaine.  In  his  voyages  across  the 
Atlantic,  anil  during  his  residence  in  foreign  countries,  O.ipl.  I.aW 
met  with  vaiious  adventures,  and  became  familiarly  actpiainteit 
with  many  prominent  characters  on  both  sides  of  the  water.     His 
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KO(Mal  (lispo.sitioii,  liis  iiolislicd  inainierH,  ^ciii.il  luinior  and  fiuifl  of 
RiH'cilotf,  liis  iiaiiticiil  skill  uml  liit!li  intc^'iils  of  cljaractfcr,  luado 
liiiii  all  intiMiliictioii  into  circles  of  distiiictioii,  Ijotli  at.  home  hikI 
ill  f(H'eij;ii  coiiiiLiitiS.  'J'liuse  wliu  knew  liiiu  in  liis  later  davH  will 
nut  soon  Ibr^ol.  tlio  inioiOKt  that  lie  ^^avo  to  cunveiHalion  by  Ins 
iirelila!  (k'scriptions,  and  licli  ami  varied  roiiiinisceuceH  of  noted 
characters  iind  strikin<f  events. 

In  the  year  1805  lie  ni  id(;  thiit  disastrous  voyaj^i:  in  the  ship 
,/ii/illi'r  to  which  the  loss  of  life  j^'ave  sncli  latal  distinction.  He 
was  ou  his  return  Y(jya;4ti  from  London,  havinj^  saileil  fi'oni  the 
Downs,  ]\[irch  (Ith.  Just  a  niontli  from  th  d  time,  on  the  nujrnin^ 
of  .V})iil  I'lth,  l»i  in;;-  on  the  south-eastern  ([ii  irter  i.tf  the  great  New- 
foundland Dank,  lat. -l;5'',  long.  I'.)',  they  found  theiiis(d\es  involved 
in  a  lal)yrinth  of  ice  islands.  Sometimes  they  were  in  dan;i:er  of 
hi'ing  hemmed  in,  or  dashcil  to  atoms,  and  evi:ry  now  and  then 
largo  masses  appi'aivd  that  had  no  opcining,  which  ol)iiged  tlnni 
frecpieiilly  to  change  their  course  and  steer  whiu'ever  the  broken 
ice  affoi'ded  a  chance  of  escape.  Daring  the  whole  of  that  day  the 
captain  never  left  the  place  of  responsibility,  and  in  fact  had  oc- 
cnpied  it  the  whole  preceding  night,  standing  at  the  post  of  ob- 
servation and  action,  in  sea  [thrase  coniiliK/  his  shi}).  The  nio.st 
intense  an.\iety  prevailed  anunig  the  jjasstnigers,  and  even  when 
night  closed  around  them,  but  few  of  the  cabin  passenger.>  left 
the  deck,  allowing  the  Hup])er  below  to  remain  untouched,  and 
watching  the  movements  of  the  ship,  and  the  tields  of  ice  floating 
and  dashing  around  them,  wilh  silent  solicitude.  Not  a  nsek.3S 
Avord  was  s[)oken  during  that  night  of  horror.  At  1'2  o'clock, 
while  the}-  wore  Intling  and  bearing  away  from  a  large  island  that 
suddenly  ai)peared  upon  tlu'ir  lee,  they  struck  against  a  small 
piece  of  broken  iite,  which  penetrated  the  starboard  bow  and  fixed 
the  doom  of  the  ship.  The  stroke  was  so  light  and  the  sound  so 
low  tliat  the  commander  did  not  dream  tliat  it  was  a  I'atal  .shock, 
till  one  o['  the  crew  came  uj)  in  haste  and  terror  Iroiii  below,  and 
exclaimed,  "Captain!  the  ship  is  liUing!"  Such  fearful  tidings,  so 
suddenly  announced,  could  iu)t  fail  to  send  a  thrill  of  agitation 
akin  to  the  frosts  of  death,  through  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  it. 
The  captain  went  immediately  below  and  saw  at  once  the  lio])eless- 
ness  of  theic  situation;  then  ordering  both  pumps  to  be  rigged,  he 
returned  to  the  deck,  and,  in  a  few  brief  words,  told  the  par  .^eii- 
ger.->  that  the  ship  was  sinking,  that  every  exertion  should  be  made 
to  save  life,  but  unless  silence  was  preserved,  and  -trict  attention 
paid  to  orders,  all  must  perish  together.     Not  a  groan — not  a  mur- 
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imiriiij4'  \V(jr(l  or  dcspjiiriii^  cry  I'ollowed.  Tlie  HtillnesH  of  doutli 
leigiicil  ill  tlie  (•<jiiii);iiiy,  luitl  iiniid  tliiit  iiwl'iil  silence  the  onlers  of 
tlio  elji(!{'  wfcio  issued  and  ol)(^yod  with  llie  i)roiiii>titade  which  the 
occ-usioii  ic'([uired.  The  two  bouts  wei-e  <,'ot  out,  tliirty-ei;.dit  men, 
woiiicu  ;i,iid  childi-en  lowered  into  flie  l(jng  hoat,  which  wuh  giveu 
in  cliai'^^e  to  the  secuHid  mate,  and  what  pnjvisioii  and  water  could 
be  s('i/.('d  on  the  instant,  were  thrown  in  by  tlie  steward.  The  re- 
maining passengers  tlnit  appeared  upon  deck,  with  tlie  captain  and 
)ua(f,  It'iiped  int(j  the  small  boat  or  yawl,  while  the  ship  was  set- 
tling, and  were  barely  able  to  push  off  in  time  to  avoid  being  cai'- 
lied  down  with  her.  The  saddest  pari  of  the  tale  remains  to  be 
told.  Twenty-seven  persons,  weary  with  their  long  and  exciting 
watch  n[)on  declc,  had  turned  in  f(jr  the  niuht,  and  were  asleep  be- 
low. There  was  not  time  to  awake  them — to  attempt  it  would  be 
only  to  increase  the  number  of  the  i)erishing;  the  boats  were  al- 
ready crowded  with  life;  a  tithe  of  those  below,  added  to  the 
weight,  would  bring  imminent  peril  u[)on  the  whole.  Moreover, 
the  emergeney  did  not  admit  of  deliberation  or  counsel;  there 
was  no  room  lor  a  second  thought,  with  such  awful  rapidity  was 
destruction  rushing  upon  them. 

IJjjon    ('ajit.   Law    devolved  a  respon.^ibility,   the  most  awful 
that    man   ever  meets   in  this  world's  ati'airs,  of   determining,  and 
that  with   insfant  decision,  whether  all  should  go  together  in  that 
dreadful    vortex,    which    was    drawing    them    down,   or  whether  a 
chance  ol'  escape  should    be  given  to  some,  leaving  the  others  in 
gnorani'e  of  their  a[)proatdiing  doom.    The  least  hesitation,  so  im- 
minent and   impending   was  th(;ir   fate,  would  have  bi'en  death  to 
all.     l)ut  (\i})t.  Law  did   not  hesitate,  though  his  heart  was  wrung 
with  anguish  at  the  dreadful  necessity.     With  perfect  presence  of 
mind,  and  almost  stern  decision,   he  succeeiled  in  getting  out  his 
boats,  in  })utling   every  person  that    appeared  on  deck   aboard  of 
them,  and    in  g(;tting  loose   from   the  sinking  ship.       One  young 
man  alone,  wlio  had  a  mother  and  sistei  below,   after  having  got 
into  the  boat,  in  the  very  moment  of  pulling  oS,  demanded  to  be 
pvit  back   that  he  might  die  with   his  friends.       I\emonstrance  was 
Viiin;  he  was  li\ed  in  his  purpose,  and  when  they  would  have  con- 
strained him  to  rem  un  he  lea})ed  uppn  deck.     As  they  hauled  otf, 
no  otluu'  living  being  was  seen  upon  ihe  ship  but  this  young  man. 
In    half  an  hour   from  the  time  when   the   tirst   light    stroke  was 
heard  against  the  ice,  the  waters  closed  over  this  gallant  >hip  and 
her  costly  freight  of  Inunan  souls.      It  is  not  surju-ising  that  these 
circumstances   should    have    been  sometimes  misrepresented,  and 
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tli;il  '^'iipf.  Fjiiw  ]i:is  ^\(•■i  fscapcd  (•(')ihiiv(!  (or  tlu-  foiirsft  tjilr^n  1)V 
liiiii.  lUit  wlxiii  11h!  awl'iil  (.'iii(!r;|('Hcy  ih  coiisi'loivd  in  iil]  its  l)ftar- 
in;j;^H,  it  will  bo  t'ouiid  tluit  lie  not  only  acted  upon  a  lii^di  Konse  of 
duty,  but  tli.it  if  Ik;  liad  poHsessed  less  dociKiou  of  character,  less 
ol"  tluit  true  j^rcatuf.ss  of  mind,  uliicli  malccs  a  man  willin^f  to  as- 
sume responsibility  wlieij  critical  emcr<j;en(;ies  iuise  to  demand  it, 
no  li\in;4  voice  would  ever  liave  been  lieard  rccountin<^-  the  story 
ol'  the  ,/iijiih;r.  To  his  dying  day  he  always  felt  that  in  rcgai-d  to 
the  duty  lie  owed  to  tlie  passenj^ers,  lie  had  acted  not  oidy  wiselv, 
but  righteously.  It  is  a  iearl'ul  position  in  which  to  be  placed,  and 
one  of  tremen(h)us  nu)ment,  to  have  ;i  ship  laden  with  human  life 
upon  the  wide  ocean,  going  down  with  hcadhjng  rapidity  into  the 
gulf  beneath;  and  only  minds  of  great  natural  discernment,  fear- 
less, calm  and  governed  hy  high  pi'incipl(>s  of  action,  can  perfoi-m 
the  whole  tluty  of  a  commander  at  such  a  time  of  ti'ial.  Theit.'  is  no 
doubt  Init  that  if  every  sea  ca|)tain  had  the  same  j)resence  of 
mind,  and  could  act  in  times  of  peril  with  as  much  ]u-omptne-s 
and  energy,  many  who  have  found  a  prenniture  gi-ave  in  the  ocean, 
might  have  lived  to  bless  the  skill,  and  be  grateful  for  the  resolute 
and  decisive  action  of  him  to  whose  chargi'  their  lives  had  been 
given  in  solemn  trust.  JUit  the  noble  slii})  went  down  with  her 
cargo  valiu^d  at  half  a  naillion  of  dollars,  and  her  human  freight 
worth  more  than  all  material  worlds.  The  heroic,  the  tender,  the 
sclf-saciilicing  son  and  brother  went  down  ujioii  her  deck.  Those 
that  slund)ercd  below,  deemed,  jterchance,  that  they  were  strug- 
gling in  a  fearful  dream,  from  which  tlujy  woke  not  till  in  another 
world.  The  two  boats  remained  amoUL;  the  tield  of  ice,  the  yawl 
in  tow  of  the  long  boat,  i-ontinually  relieving  the  oars,  now  pidl- 
ing  one  way  and  then  drifting  another,  with  dilHculty  tindin.i-  a 
pa.ssage  and  expecting  every  moment  to  be  lockeil  in  ov  dashed  in 
})ieces,  during  tlu^  I'emainder  of  that  night  and  all  the  next  day, 
(which  was  the  Sabbath.)  and  the  next  night,  and  until  12  o\'lock 
on  ^londay  noon.  At  length  they  cleared  the  ic(%  hut  found  a 
rough  sea,  and  the  small  boat  being  nusal'e  in  tow  was  cut  adrift, 
and  with  her  heavy  burden  of  eight  men,  they  in  the  long  boat 
not  being  willing  to  increase  their  number,  was  left  drifting  before 
the  wind,  which  blew  fresh  from  the  south,  and  in  the  midst  of  a 
drenching  rain,  which  continued  (hiring  the  day.  They  were  in 
momentary  expectation  that  the  boat  would  till,  but  at  ni'^ht  tite 
wind  abated,  and  they  could  make  use  of  their  oars.  The  :.ext 
morning  found  them  much  frost-bitten  and  exhausted  from  fatigue. 
The  boat  was  so  crowded   that  only  one   could   possil)ly  lie  down 
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ill  ii  time.  Tln^y  liiid  at  liisl  no  luovi^ions  but  ii  few  fr;i;^'moiitH 
fmiii  tin-  siip[)(r  t;il)lc,  (tan^'lit  u))  in  ;i  tiiUh;  c.IdI  li,  iiuil  p.irt  of  ii 
(leuiijoliii  ot  water,  and  tliL'st'  \vcr<;  now  nc-;uly  oxpendcil.  'J'licir 
only  drinking  vessel  was  a  ^'oM  snulT  l)OX  b(;lonj,an^'  to  one  of  tlie 
eonipaiiy,  and  after  rowin^^  all  ni-lit  tlujir  only  i-eiVe.sliinent  in  Die 
nioinin','  was  what  conld  be  8Uek(;(l  fronj  tin;  wiistliand  of  a  siiiit 
di[)l)(Ml  into  the  sniiiVbox  of  water,  and  tlifii  :i])i)hed  to  the  thirsty 
li[)s  of  eat^h  of  the  party.  Frovidenct!  had,  however,  prosided  re- 
hef  for  them.  JJefore  noon  (  rueschiy  tin;  'Jth,)  they  deseiied  a 
sail,  and  hoistin^f  the  taV)le  cloth  upou  one  of  their  oai'rt,  tliey  took 
turns  in  holdinu  it  n\),  until  they  were  discovercMl  and  relieved. 
They  were  taken  up  by  the  fishing-  sehoouer  Joanna,  ("apt.  Ile.Jiry 
Squires,  who  treated  them  with  tlie  utmost  kindness  and  attention; 
^ivin^  up  his  voyai^c,  he  returned  with  them  to  'Nrarblehead,  wliere 
they  hiJided  April  li4th.  The  ])ersons  saved  in  the  yawl  were  tlie 
Captain  and  first  mate,  Hon.  liobert  11  Kennedy,  .lames  \'>.  Temple, 
■lames  ]ll)ery,  of  London,  John  Ta|i[tan,  of  Ijostoii,  with  one  sea- 
man and  one  steerage  jtassen^cr. 

It  was  lon^  before  any  intelligence  was  r(;ceived  from  those  in 
tlie  long  boat.  They  were,  however,  taken  up  on  the  same  day 
with  those  in  the  yawl,  by  a  vessel  outward  bound,  Avhieh  con- 
veyed them  to  I'AU'ope.  In  the  year  ISO?,  on  a  return  voyage  from 
London,  Capt.  Law  had  the  pleasin^^  jjrivileye  of  bringing-  mit  the 
first  Protestant  missionary  to  China,  the  heavrn-commissioned 
iMoirison,  M'lio  came  to  this  country  as  a  moie  eligible  ]jo^itiou 
from  whu'h  \o  obtain  a  conveyance  to  the  Celestial  Empire,  than 
England.  lie  was  perhaps  induced  to  take  this  course  by  tho 
dee})  interest  which  President  ^ladison  took  in  his  mission.  Trtnu 
him  he  received  letters  which  were  of  great  use  to  him  in  Canton. 
In  the  year  bSO*.),  Capt.  Law  made  a  voyage  to  Archangel  in 
l^ussia,  in  ihe  sliij)  Kgcn'a,  owned  by  ^Messrs.  ^lurray  and  Thomp- 
son of  New  Vork.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  those  wonderful  re- 
gions, where  day  without  night,  and  night  without  day,  are  the 
great  characteristics  (jf  summer  and  winter.  .Mr.  .lames  l>.  .Mur- 
ray went  in  the  shij)  as  passenger.  He  had  a  favorable  vi.yage  of 
torty-eight  days,  and  though  he  found  seventy  vessels  in  port,  ten 
or  twelve  of  which  were  Americans,  yet  by  a  sudden  rise  iu  sugar 
and  toliacco,  which  articles  formed  the  principal  part  of  his  cargo, 
this  voyage  proved  to  be  by  far  the  most  productive  that  had  ever 
been  made  to  that  port  from  this  country.  On  the  iDth  of  :\Inrch, 
ISIO,  Capt  Law  again  sailed  from  New  Vork  iu  the  same  ship,  the 
Eijcria,  bound  to  St.  Petersburg,  with  an  assorted   cargo,  consist- 
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ing  of  wincH,  Ilaviiua  sugar,  coU'ec,  ruiHiiis,  iiidijjo,  Hpices,  etc., 
(valued  at  $i5,0U()).  After  a  lou^'  aud  teuipestuourt  voyage,  he 
cauio  upon  the  coast  of  Noi-way,  whoa  he  was  boarded  \)y  a  hiiiall 
Norwegian  2>i'ivat(!er,  and  under  pietence  that  tlie  pajjern  were 
sinuilated  and  tlu;  vessel  I'higlisli,  he  was  carried  in  J''arhsand,  a 
Huiall  port  near  tlie  Naze,  sixty  )iiiles  west  f>f  (,'hristiansantl.  Ifere 
they  arrived  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  sul'fLr(-<l  a  ](jii>r  aud  veAatioun 
detenlion.  Tlie  shijj's  papers  were  lurward('(l  to  the  i)rize  court  at 
(  hristiansaiid,  but  thoy  refused  from  week  to  week  aud  uiontli  to 
luoutlj,  even  to  examine  them.  Sixteen  American  vessels,  luosl  of 
them  with  valuable  cargoes,  were  brought  under  similar  pretences 
into  this  iusigniticant  out-i)ort,  and  almost  every  other  hariior  on 
that  iuhosintablc  coast  was  tilled  with  the  same  i)ii-atical  trojdues. 
It  was  supposed  that  the  Danish  authorities  were  expecting  a  rup- 
ture between  the  United  States  and  France,  in  which  case  an  order 
woukl  be  given  by  the  court  of  Denmark  for  the  secpustration  of 
American  ])roperty,  and  the  captors  and  governnieut  would  share 
together  the  rich  spods  so  unrighteously  obtained.  The  detention 
of  the  Egeria  was  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  the  vogagc.  Five  of 
the  crew  deserted,  and  Avhen  at  length,  after  three  months'  delay 
the  cause  was  brought  before  the  court,  and  the  vessel  cleared,  the 
captors  appealed  to  the  high  court  at  Copenhagen.  This,  of  course, 
obliged  the  vessel  t(j  winter  in  this  fojlorn  part  of  the  globe, 
where  the  treatment  they  exi)ericnced  was  of  the  most  harrassing 
and  irritating  kind.  Tlie  same  fate  aw;iitc(l  a  throng  (>f  Amerirau 
cajitains,  some,  however,  were  condemned  outright.  The  pri\a- 
teering  law^  (jf  that  country  declaretl  all  neutral  v(.s>els  under 
Ihitish  t-onvoy  tobe  legal  ])ri/.es,  ami  as  about  twenty  of  the  vessels 
taken,  though  bearing  the  American  l!ag,  had  sailed  under  British 
convoy,  they  were,  of  cours-e,  cciidennied.  The  crews  of  these 
vessels  were  all  turned  adrift  u})on  the  shore,  destitute,  ignorant 
of  tlie  language,  and  with  no  hope  of  aid  but  from  the  Americaii 
Consul  at  Christiansand,  ]\Ir.  Isucksou,  who  exerted  all  his  inlluence 
and  devoted  himself  Avith  unwearied  assiduity  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests at  stake  and  relieve  the  suffering  seamen.  About  two  hun- 
dred American  seamen  left  destitute  in  tliks  distant  and  iidiosjiita- 
ble  clime,  experienced  the  kindest  care  and  attention,  and  obtained 
support  and  the  means  of  returning  home  from  ^fr.  Isackson.  lie 
linally  chartered  the  ship  A  untried,  Capt.  .Stone,  and  sent  th'Hi 
home.  This  ship  had  been  detained  fourteen  months,  and  1.m<1 
wearily  dragged  through  a  tiial  in  both  courts.  Capt.  I-aw  Scdd 
of   ^Ir.  Isackson:       "He   was  a  nsan   placed   by  Divine   Providence 
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on  tliat  iuliospitaljle  coa«t  for  the  protectiou  of  diHtresHed  Ameri- 
cans." His  inteiferenci',  liowcver,  was  of  little  avail  with  the  courts. 
\'essels\vere  coudcmnedon  the  most  fiivoluus  pretexts;  one,  Ijecause 
she  was  proDouuf;ed  luo  clean  to  have  ci'ossed  the  ocean;  one,  because 
her  water  was  too  pure  and  sweet  U)  have  been  brought  so  far  as 
from  IJoston — of  course  she  iiiust  have  been  lilled  in  England; 
another,  because  she  liad  no  chart  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  <jn  lioard, 
and  it  was  pronounced  impossible  to  navigate  said  ocean  without 
a  chart.  It  was  charged  against  the  Eyeria  that  she  liad  brought 
no  bill  of  health  from  America  signed  by  the  Danish  consul,  and 
that  one  of  lier  crew  had  been  in  the  same  port  the  year  ^jrevious 
iu  a  vessel  from  Portland,  that  had  been  condemned,  tliat  he  had 
gone  from  tlieuce  to  England,  and  it  was  ijujiossible  that  ho  could 
have  returned  to  the  United  States,  shipped  again,  and  arrive<l 
there  in  that  time.  The  appeal  to  Copenhagen  obliged  Cajit.  Law 
to  make  what  haste  he  could  to  that  place,  to  stand  on  the  defence. 
He  left  Christiaiisand  in  September,  with  six  other  American  cap- 
tains and  supercargoes,  similiarly  situated  with  himself,  in  an  open 
lioat,  and  was  twelve  days  traversing  the  boisterous  waters  on 
the  coast  of  Norway'  and  Sweden,  but  finding  it  impossible  to  pro- 
ceed on  account  (^f  the  easterly  windN  and  roui;h  weather,  they 
landed  at  Stromstod,  and  proceeded  to  (rotliugburg,  a  distance  (jf 
one  hundretl  and  twenty  lOuglish  miles  by  land.  This  was  a  very 
fatiguing  journey,  the  best  vehicle  they  could  procure  being  a  kind 
of  horse-i'art  without  springs,  and  the  roads  intolerably  rough. 
IJut  at  length  after  a  jcnuney  of  three  weeks  from  Christiansand 
they  ariived  at  Coi)enhagen,  where  they  hoped  to  find  more  justice 
than  in  Norway.  (Sreat  was  the  surprise  and  indignation  of  C'apt. 
Law,  on  arriving  at  the  capitol,  to  learn  that  his  captors  had 
suborned  three  privateersmen  to  declare,  upon  oath,  that  the 
Eijeria  was  an  hhiglish  vessel,  built  in  that  country,  and  direct  from 
Liverpool;  that  they  lay  beside;  her  in  Liverpool  dock  while  she 
Avas  taking  in  her  cargo,  and  put  up  at  the  same  tavern  with  her 
second  mate.  Notwithstanding  the  abundant  evidence  that  could 
be  procured  to  the  contrary,  the  ship  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  condemned  on  this  perjured  testimony,  had  this  case  been 
(nie  of  the  first  to  come  before  the  court.  A'essel  after  vessel  was 
condemned  upon  pretexts  not  only  unwarrantable,  but  frivolous 
and  often  contradictory.  Never,  jjcrhaps,  were  deprethitions  u[viu 
the  commerce  of  a  neutral  power  to  sucli  an  extent,  allowed  'ly 
any  civilized  nation.  It  was  wonderful  that  the  outcry  agaiust  it 
was  u'jt  more  loud  and  long,  and  that  history  says  so  little  of  the 
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illegal  detention  and  confiscation  of  American  proj)ti-ty  at  tliiH 
l)eriod,  iu  Norway  and  Henniaik.  These  vessels  possessed  every 
necessary  document,  and  some  of  tliein  even  certificates  from 
Danish  consuls  in  America,  to  prove  the  entire  neutrality  of  their 
vessels  and  cargoes,  and  tlieir  destination  to  ports  in  annty  with 
the  Danish  government.  Vet  the  court  seemed  deter^nined  to  be- 
lieve they  were  all  l<]nglish,  and  it  is  possible  that  they  really 
believed  this  to  be  the  fact,  and  that  they  distrusted  the  evidence 
from  an  idea  that  the  English  bad  the  art  and  address  to  make 
wrong  appear  right.  It  must  be  allowed  that  mi.stal<es  in  identity 
are  liable  to  occur  whore  two  nations,  like  the  Engli.sh  and  Ameri- 
cans, have  the  saTne  origin,  spe;dc  the  same  language,  and  are  en- 
gaged in  similar  pursuits.  Yet  llic  jiul-ments  ol  dillerent  courts 
at  this  time,  bolouging  to  the  same  nation,  ujxjn  the  same  evidence, 
and  having  the  same  laws  to  guide  them,  was,  in  some  instances, 
remarkably  contradictory. 

In  a  particular  case,  it  was  made  a  charge,  and  considered  a 
suspicious  circumstance,  ])eeause  the  name  of  the  supercar^^o  waa 
not  on  the  Hole  d' Etjuipage;  in  another  the  same  inference  was 
drawn  from  the  fact  that  the  supercargo  was  included  in  the  Kole 
d'l-](piipagc,  "which,"  said  the  decree,  "is  not  customary  in 
America,  though  common  in  1-higland."  It  was  strange  to  see  a 
nation  tiiat  had  often  contended  for  the  rights  of  neutrality,  prev- 
ing  upon  the  neutral  commerce  with  the  ferocity  of  sharks  and 
vultures.  At  length  the  try  <if  these  despoiled  mariners  reached 
the  ears  of  the  American  government,  and  (JeorgeAV  Krvinir,  Kst[., 
formerly  consul  in  London,  at  a  later  period  Chnn/c  iVAifairea 
in  Spain,  was  despatched  on  a  special  mission  to  the  court 
of  Denmaik  to  negotiate  for  the  release  of  American  property  so 
long  detained  in  her  ports.  This  gentleman  was  a  warui  personal 
friend  of  Capt.  Law,  regarding  him  with  even  brotherly  kindness. 
He  arrived  in  Copenhagen  .lune  1,  1811.  l>y  his  exertions  and  the 
force  of  documents  that  could  not  be  (piestioned,  brought  with 
him  from  America,  most  of  the  vessels  not  already  condemned 
were  cleared.  All  the  arts  of  preying,  bribery  and  corrui)tiou  were 
lirought  to  bear  against  the  PJj/eria,  but  by  great  elTorts  on  the 
part  of  ^Ir.  Erving  she  was  acipiitted  and  allowed  to  go  free  on 
the  payment  of  costs,  and  a  douceur  of  $100  to  her  captors.  From 
the  time  of  capture  to  the  onler  for  release  was  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  days,  which,  at  the  estimated  expense  of  $()!  per  day. 
made  a  demurrage  of  $25,'.t-25,  exclusive  of  other  expenses  during 
this  unjust  detention,  which  riiised  the  claim  against    the  vessel  to 
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$3:5, 000.  Upon  the  decision  in  favor  of  tlie  fJijeria,  Capt.  Law  im- 
iiu'iliately  hastened  to  (rottenbmg,  and  fiuni  thence  j)ioee"ded  h}' 
land  in  the  wretched  vehicles  of  tlie  cnuutr}',  which,  for  most  of 
the  way,  were  even  worse  than  his  former  experience  had  led  him 
to  expect,  lioiri}^  nothing  more  tlian  the  hottonj  of  a  cart,  witliout 
.seat  or  sprinjj^s.  This  was  a  journey  of  seveji  hundred  mih^s,  the 
hist  iit'tv  of  wliich  was  performed  on  foot,  as  lioing  less  wearisonie 
than  the  cart.  The  coarse  ami  scanty  !"ar(j  of  the  country  made 
the  journey  still  more  iutoh-rabU;;  not  a  morsel  of  fish,  fowl  or 
meat  of  any  land  was  met  with  on  this  route,  almost  the  sole  arti- 
cle of  food  to  be  obtained  hcinj^  the  harsh  black  bread  for  which 
Norway  is  famous.  Having  joined  the  ship,  she  was  soon,  by  great 
exertions,  made  ready  for  sea,  and  they  bade  adieu  to  Fahi-sand, 
hoping  yet  tliat  a  prosperous  run  to  St.  Petersburg  would  enable 
tliem  to  make  a  saving  voyage.  "We  have  at  length  escajjed,'' 
wrote  the  Captain  to  his  friends,  "the  pangs  of  the  vultures  that 
have  been  so  long  preying  upon  us  in  this  elbow  of  the  earth." 
Unfortunately  the  entrance  to  the  Baltic  was,  at  this  period,  beset 
with  French  privateers,  who  it  would  seem  were  lurking  near  the 
Norw'ay  shore  purposely  to  entrap  the  American  vessels  as  fast  as 
they  should  be  released.  The  ill-fated  Kgeria  fell  into  their  clutches 
before  she  had  left  the  Danish  jurisdiction,  and  while  a  friendly 
Danish  Captain,  who  had  undertaken  to  be  their  pilot,  was  still  on 
board  ;  she  was  taken  into  Copenhagen  as  a  prize,  and  here  the 
harassed  Captain  was  com[)elled  to  retrace  the  weary  stages  of  ap- 
plication and  defence.  Another  whole  season  he  was  detained  in 
that  city,  for  it  was  not  till  December  that  the  ship  was  declared 
free  by  the  high  court,  and  her  papers  restored.  But  it  was  now 
so  late  in  the  season,  and  the  hazard  of  recapture  so  great,  that 
after  much  deliberation  Capt.  Law  resolved  to  apply  for  the  royal 
permission  to  unlade  and  sell  in  Denmark.  This  was  granted  on 
condition  of  depositing  the  proceeds  in  the  public  treasury  and 
withdrawing  it  only  in  regular  instalments  of  government  paper. 
Capt.  Law  was,  at  this  time,  the  life  and  soul  of  the  American 
party  at  Copenhagen.  Amidst  all  the  vexatious  obstacles  that  he 
encountered,  his  vivacity  never  left  him.  Among  other  outbreaks 
of  his  luunor,  which  tended  to  enliven  the  gloom  of  his  compan- 
ions, was  a  parody  on  "Hamlet's  soliloquy,"  which  will  show 
the  dilemma  in  which  he  was  placed. 
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"To  sell  or  <^o  to  Rnssia !    tlwit's  the  qucHtion! 
Whether  'tis  nobler  ia  the  miud  to  .suller 
The  owners'  frowns,  and  threats  of  underwriters, 
Or  try  the  terrord  of  the  Gulf  of  Kialaiid,  fulfilling'  orders? 
Ihit  a  f,'ood  voyage,  aye,  there's  the  ruh;   for  in  that  fever- 
ish dream 
We've  been  as  imich  deceived  as  were  our  owners 
Sell,   then,   and  shullle  oil"  these   dreadful   cart;o(;s  before 

they're  wholly  lost. 
For  who  can  bear  an  eternity  of  trials, 
Throu.t;h  vieious  courts  led  by  the  testimony. 
Of  perjured  privateersnien  ?     Say,  shall  we  sue  for  this, 
When  we  oui-selves  can  our  (juietus  inalvc 
]Jy  deiiositinj^'  in  the  treasury?      Who  can  bear 
The  risk  of  beinii,-  ordered  to  (iiiit  lunt 
In  this  inclement  season —sharks  too  abroad, 
From  whose  hunyry  jaws  no  American  is  safe; 
This  makes  us  rather  meet  the  losses  here, 
Than  fly  to  others  that  we  so  much  dread, 
(Those  sharks  make  cowards  of  defenceless  neutrals,) 
Oh  I  were  we  sure  the  money  would  retain 
Us  worth,  we'd  risk  the  censure,  sell 
And  close  the  uuprotitaltle  voya;^-e. 
But  should  a  general  crash  of  Denmark's  l)lues 
Take  place,  perchance  our  owner's  fall 
jNIij^ht  follow,  and  o'erwhelm  us  all  together." 

The  carj^o  of  the  Ejeria  beiu^-  discharged,  she  was  reloade<l 
with  all  possible  despatch,  with  Swedish  irou  and  (iermau  ^joods 
and  sent  homo  in  charge  of  the  mate,  Capt.  Law  remaining  be- 
hind to  complete  the  sales,  invest  the  proceeds  and  finish  up  all 
the  business  of  the  ship.  She  sailed  from  Copenhagen  April  21, 
IS  12,  having  the  private  secretary  of  :\Ir.  Krving  on  board,  with 
despatcheri  for  the  American  government.  No  less  than  seven 
French  privateers  Avere  lurking  lietween  Kohl  point  and  Kisineur, 
and  the  ship  would  have  been  inevitably  seized  again,  had  not  :\Ir. 
Krviug  obtained  for  her  the  protection  of  the  Danish  iiovernment, 
who  put  an  ollicer  ami  guard  on  board  to  see  the  vessel  safe  out 
to  sea.  Betbre  reaching  the  American  coast,  however,  the  Er,  'na 
was  again  captureil.  making  the  third  time  in  one  vo\  aye.  She 
Avas  now  taken  by  an  English  vessel,  and  was  the  tirst  prize  made 
by  the  British  after  the  declaration  of  war  against  that  country  by 
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the  ITnitod  States.  She  was  ordered  by  lier  captors  to  Tialifax, 
but  l)eforo  reacliiiif^  that  i)ort,  Hlie  was  (biveii  asliore  in  a  storm 
upon  our  own  territory,  and  a  part  of  the  (:iivf/;()  saved,  but  tlie 
vessel  lost. 

To  conclude  tlu;  eventful  history  of  the  F^ijcria,  we  may  sfiite 
that  she  was  insured,  both  at  Boston  and  New  V'ork;  in  the  latter 
place  ag-ainst  sea  risk,  and  in  the  former  afjainst  capture  by  the 
enemy.  Suits  were  instituted  a,L,^ainst  both  ollices,  but  (jwinj^  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  wreck  takin^j  jjlace 
while  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  nothinj^  w;is  obtained,  the  suit 
being  lost  in  both  instances.  In  the  mean  time,  Oa])t.  Law  met 
with  many  harassing  d(jlays  in  the  business  of  the  ship,  and  when 
at  last  he  was  prei)ared  to  leave,  no  mode  of  returning  to  his  home 
occurred  which  was  not  fraught  with  i;reat  daniicr  and  ditliculty. 
it  was  a  day  of  almost  universal  warfare.  Disappointment,  fear 
and  disaster  had  clipped  the  wings  of  commerce,  and  o})portuni- 
ties  to  cross  the  ocean  werii  neither  frequent  nor  eligibU-.  Mc  at 
length  embaiked,  with  several  other  Americans,  in  the  returning 
pilot  boat,  which  had  carried  out  information  of  the  war  to  Cojjen- 
hngen  and  St.  IV'tcrsburg.  Tliis  was  a  small  vessel  without  the 
necessary  ballast,  and  it  ])roved  leaky.  They  met  with  tem})estuous 
weather,  and  the  fiail,  unbalanced  ci'aft,  tossed  about  like  an 
egg  shell  u[)on  the  waters,  until  at  last,  in  a  violent  gah^  her  masts 
gave  way  and  were  swept  overboard.  The  storm  continued — she 
was  driven  upon  one  of  the  reefs  oil"  the  co;ist  of  North  Carolina, 
and  wrecked.  No  lives  were  hn\i.  (.'apt.  Law,  with  Mr.  r.iving- 
ston,  a  young  fellow-passenger,  floated  asliore  on  a  hogshead. 
Thus,  after  a  long  and  de[)lorable  lUilay  in  Denmark,  during  which 
he  had  been  expt)srd  to  all  thai  cupidity,  corrui)tion  and  bribery 
could  do  to  injure  him,  and  after  a  series  of  disasters  and  personal 
hardships,  he  was  once  more  in  his  native  country,  and  though 
without  money  or  clothes,  a  stranger  on  an  unknown  coast,  it  was 
yet  America.  He  readily  obtained  the  means  to  reach  Washing- 
ton, where  his  brother  Lyman  Law,  I'lsq.,  was  then  attending  his 
duties  as  member  of  (Congress.  l''rom  thence  he  hastened  home- 
ward, and  by  crossing  the  Hudson  in  a  severe,  driving  snow  storm, 
arrived  at  his  own  house  in  New  York,  during  the  night,  and 
found  that  his  I'amily  had  not  before  heard  of  his  leaving  Europe. 
This  was  in  the  winter  of  1812. 

During  the  three  successive  3'ears,  Capl.  Law  was  prineipally 
engaged  in  the  carrying  trade  between  Savannah  and  the  \/est 
Lulies.     In  18 It!  he  sailed  from  Savannah  with  a  cariro  oi  rice  f'>r 
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Cadiz,  wliore  he  arrived  April  -iTtli,  after  a  tedious  voya^'e,  iu 
wlii(;li  1k!  encountered  galew,  liead-winds  and  calms.  llewaH  in 
Cadiz  when  the  Infanta  of  Portugal  arrived  from  IJra/.il,  to  become, 
by  marriage  witli  the  soverign,  (^ueen  of  Spain,  and  also  when 
that  royal  devotee,  Ferdinand,  came  tliither  in  great  pomp,  to 
adorn  the  image  of  the  virgin  with  tlie  embrr>ided  shirt,  which  he 
had  wrought  with  his  own  hands.  And  now  Capt.  Law,  returning 
from  Spain,  bade  adieu  to  the  restless  ocean,  o\i  whose  bosom  he 
had  been  going  and  coming  for  about  fcjrty  years. 

In  ^larch,  1818,   he   took  the  command  of  the  steamer  Fulton 
running  from  New  London  to  New  Haven,  and  in  connection  with 
Capt.   Bunker  in    the    Connec/lctil,   forming  a  line  to  New  JIaven. 
These  were  the  first  steamers   on   the   Sound,  l>ut  Ca[>t.  Law  was 
not  the  first  conunander  in  this  lino,  Capt.  Ihmker  having  run  the 
Connecticut  the  preceding  season.      These  boats  made  three  tripH 
per   week,   and  the  fare   was  §8.00.     The  stage   fare  from    New 
London  to  Boston  was  the  same,  making  §l!;.0()  from  New  York  to 
Boston.     The  great  reductions  of  fare  that  has  since  taken  place, 
was  then  scarcely  anticipated  by  those  most  confident    in  the  ulti- 
mate triumph  of  steam  navigation.       Capt.  Law  continued  in  the 
Fulton   for  five  years,   and  was  ever   highly  esteemed,  bcjth  as  an 
excellent    oHicer   and   a  true   gentleman.     To   many  persons,  the 
af^reeable  qualities  of  the  commander   were  not  the  least  recom- 
mendation   to   this  route  through   the  Sound.       A  passenger  who 
made  a  trip  with  him  in  1818,  left  the.se  lines  on  board: 
CAPT.  L.WV  OF  THE  FULTON. 
Pleased  with  the  llowing  converse  of  our  chief, 
How  swift  the  moments  lly,— the  voyage  how  brief  ! 
For  he  o'er  many  a  clime  has  past,  and  well 
The  romance  of  liis  varied  life  can  tell. 
AVhile  yet  a  boy  he  left  the  bowers  of  Yale, 
To  breast  the  wave,  and  woo  the  inconstant  gale. 
Firm  in  his  country's  cause  he  daveil  to  be, 
And  fought  her  foes  upon,  the  billowy  sea. 
In  hostile  climes,  on  many  a  distant  shore, 
Wreck,  famine  and  captivity  he  bore. 
His  daring  sails  by  every  wind  unfurled, 
Have  spread  their  white  Avings  o'er  the  watery  world. 
Doomed  every  sea  and  ocetm  crest  to  plow, 
There  rolls  no  wave  that  hath  not  wet  his  prow, 
Till  fixed  by  Heaven  at  last,  he  here  presides, 
And  guides  this  fairy  frigate  o'er  the  tides. 
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la  1822,  Capt.  Law  waw  appointi'd  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New 
London,  and  held  the  ollice  during  two  toruiH  of  four  years  each. 
Seldom  does  a  man,  whose  life  has  been  one  of  such  constant 
activity,  enterprise  and  exposure,  number  so  many  years.  Though 
death  had  so  often  approached  near  to  him,  looking  him,  as  it 
were,  in  the  face,  and  marking  his  prey — in  wreck,  in  slorm,  in 
disease,  in  captivity,  and  at  the  cannon's  mouth — yet  the  evening 
of  his  days  came  on  iu  peace  and  serenity.  His  intellectual  eye 
was  not  dim,  the  energy  of  his  mind  was  not  enfeebled,  the  tine 
feelings  of  liis  lieart  were  not  rendered  obtuse,  until  in  the  bosom 
of  domestic  affection — the  pillow  of  <leath  smot^thod  by  the  hands 
of  beloved  daughters,  he  gently  passed  from  earth.  Many  there 
■were,  even  out  of  the  endeared  circle  of  relatives,  who,  with  the 
writer  of  this  article,  breathed  a  deep  sigh  that  they  should  see 
his  face  and  hear  his  voice  no  more. 
Ni;w  London,  Jan.,  LS-tf). 

ANCESTORS  OF  CAPT.  LAW. 

Richard  [.aw,  an  original  e)uigvaiit  from  I'^ngland,  settled  in 
Stamford,  Conn.  His  wife  was  ^fargaret,  daughter  of  John  Ivil- 
bourn.  His  sou,  .)(mathan,  settled  iu  ^lilford,  I'onn.  -Jonathan 
was  bora  H't'M,  nairried  Sarah,  daughter  of  (leorge  Clark,  of  ,Mil- 
iord,  .Ian.  1,  l(l(i-l.  Children,  oue;  Jimathau,  born  Aug.  (j,  lti74, 
and  others. 

Jonathan  second,  married  Ann  Klliott  of  Guilford,  Dec.  20, 
l(ji)s,  and  had  three  children,  Jahleel,  .Sarah  and  Ann.  His  wife 
died  Fob.  If),  1705-(!;  he  married  second  Abigal  Arnold,  and  ha<l 
one  child,  Jonathan,  born  Dec.  o,  1705.  He  was  married  the  third 
time  on  the  1st  of  August,  170(5,  to  Abigal,  daughter  of  liev. 
iSamuel  Andrews,  of  ]\Iilt'ord;  three  children,  Jahleel,  Abigal  and 
Samuel.  His  fourth  wife  was  from  Fairfield,  a  widow  lady  of  the 
name  of  Biur.  His  fifth  wife,  the  wudow  of  Samuel  Andrews,  Jr., 
of  Wallingford.  This  lady,  who.sc  maiden  name  was  Funice  Hall, 
survived  him,  and  subsequently  married  Col.  Pitkin,  of  Hartford. 
The  children  of  this  tilth  marriage  were  Richard  and  Sarah. 
Jonathan  Law  was  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  from 
^[ay,  174  1  to  his  death,  Nov.  (),  1750.  Richard,  the  only  son  by 
the  lifth  and  last  wife,  was  born  at  Milford,  ^larch  17,  1732-3.  and 
graduated  at  Yale  College  1751.  He  settled  in  New  Loudon  as  a 
practising  attorney  in  1757  or  175S,  and  married  Anna,  daughte" 
of  Capt.  John  I'rentis,  Sept.  21,  17GU.  In  June,  1774,  he  was  one 
of  the  committee  of  correspondence  at  New  London,  and  modera- 
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tor  of  tlic  mootiijf,'  for  liberty.  July  1 :{,  1771,  ho  wiis  noiuinfiter] 
Ly  the  Stiiie  Coiiiiuittoe  of  Corresponclence.  (with  Dr.  .Johnson 
and  (jovornor  Trumbull,)  to  tho  r.CLn'shituro,  for  iiiouiboi-  of  the 
Continoiitfil  ('orrospondfiice,  but  declined  the  appointment  from 
the  necessity  of  previous  inoculation  for  tlie  small  pox.  In  ]77<> 
he  was  mendjcr  of  the  State  ("ouncil  of  Safety;  in  Juno,  added  to 
the  Board  of  Assistants;  in  July,  requested  by  the  Legislature 
to  compile  a  code  of  Naval  laws;  in  October,  elected  a  delegate 
to  ('Ongress,  and  excused  from  serving  in  the  Council  of  Safety; 
in  Congress,  1777;  again  from  1781  to  1784;  llHl  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  in  178()  Chief  Justice;  1780  District  Judge.  In 
18UI  the  friends  of  Judge  Law  were  desiroiis  of  placing  his  name 
on  the  electoral  ticket  as  a  candidate  to  the  ollice  of  (jlovernor  of 
Connecticut.     'I'his  honor  he  publicly  declined. 

(Foil  THE  (i.VZETTE.) 

It  having  been  suggested  to  me,  that  some  have  liad  it  in 
coutemiJation  to  hold  me  u])  as  a  candidate,  at  the  next  election, 
to  till  tho  seat  of  the  lirst  nuigistrate  of  the  .Stati',  1  beg  leave  to 
infcu-ni  my  fellow  citizens,  (though  indeed  it  may  be  considered  a 
needless  caution,)  that  if  any  should  be  so  di.s])osed,  to  prevent 
throwing  away  their  suflrages  ui)ou  the  occasion,  that  1  wish  not 
to  be  considered  a  competitor  with  any  one  for  that  otHce,  and 
that  should  so  improbable  and  uiuxpocted  an  event  take  place,  as 
the  choice  falling  on  me,  I  should  wholly  ilecline  accepting  thereof. 
At  my  period  of  life,  iind  at  a  tiiue  wlien  our  poliiical  atmos- 
phere seems  clouded  with  t-ontending  vajiours  ami  jarring  ele- 
ments, I  .should  feel  my.-elf  utterly  uiKjiuilitied  io  enter  upon  such 
an  important  station,  and  sluudd  hi  very  averse  to  embaik  upon 
the  unstable,  tluctuating  billows  of  popularity,  tlnoutih  which  to 
steer  aright  and  give  general  satisfaction,  would  recjuire  nuich 
greater  abilities,  skill,  experience  and  popular  talents  than  tall  to 
my  share.  'riier(!fore,  inclinalit)n  and  duty,  in  justice  to  mvsolf 
and  the  publick,  would  coiijpel  me  decidedly  to  decline  accepting 
of  such  an  apiDointment.  UlCllAri!)    TiAW. 

Mew  London,  March  <!,  1801.      (Copied  fiom  the  Gazette.) 

llichard  Law,  .Ir.,  (or  ('apt.  llichard  I^aw,)  mariied  Lucretia, 
daughter  of  Ih-.  Simon  AVolcott.  'i'heir  children  were;  seven,  two 
sons  and  live  daughters.  One  son  and  one  daughter  died  in  iul.mcy, 
the  other  son,  Itichard,  died  in  earlv  manhood  at  New  Orleans. 
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ANNUAL   MEETING 


The  fiuDual  meeting  of  the  New  Loiulou  County  Historical 
Society,  wan  called  to  oriler  at  11  a.  ui.,  September  (I,  IH'JO,  the 
Hon.  ]>eujamin  Stark,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read  It  showed  a  bal- 
ance in  favor  of  the  Society,  and  this  being  the  first  tiuje  that  the 
Hnuncial  year  had  o})ened  so  auspiciously,  the  report  was  ordered 
on  file  with  nuich  pleasure. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Printing  Coiuniittee  reported  that  the 
volume  of  records  and  papers,  ordered  at  the  last  meeting,  hail 
I)een  printed  and  met  with  universal  praise.  It  contained  on*; 
hundred  and  thirty-two  printed  pages,  live  portraits  and  two 
phites,  and  the  total  cost  of  printing  the  book  and  plates,  and  for 
e.xpressage,  postage  and  other  expenses,  was  $247. 50.  Subscri})- 
tions  and  sales  had  covered  ^ilUO.oO,  and  there  were  uui)aid  sub- 
scriptions and  books  to  the  extent  of  $100  left  to  meet  the  deticit. 
The  printing  fund  had  not  been  touched  to  help  iu  this,  and  the 
piil^lication  had  met  with  such  favor  that  it  seemed  wise  to  })rint 
another  part  of  the  records  and  papers  during  the  autumn. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Printing  Committee  was 
continued,  with  directions  to  prepare  and  issue  another  |)art  of  the 
records  and  i)apers. 

Tlie  Secretary's  report  was  then  read,  and  ordered  on  iile. 

SECRETAEY'S  KEPOKT. 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  is  a  disappointment  to  your  Secretary  not  to  be  able  to 
make  this  report  in  the  permanent  rooms,  to  which  the  Society 
will,  it  is  hoped,  soon  remove,  and  which  its  President,  at  our  last 
annual  meeting,  thought  it  would  be  able  to  occupy  on  this  occa- 
sion.   It  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  havinir  charge  of  the  construction 


of  the  l)iiil(liiig,  to  say  that  this  result  is  not  o\viii{^  to  lack  of  cn- 
cleiivor  ou  their  part,  but  to  unfortunate  circumstances  that  have 
hindered  its  coiui)letiou,  notably  tlie  strike  of  the  stone  carxers  and 
workers.  Because  of  this,  the  buihlinj^  siill  remains  iu  the  han<ls 
of  the  contractors,  and  as  occupancy  would  imply  acceptance  of 
the  l)uilding,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  trustees  of  the  buildin;^  were 
compelled  to  dehiy  the  locution  of  the  Society  in  its  pi-rmanent 
quarters. 

It  is  with  sincere  rc^a-et  and  sorrow  tliut  the  Secretary  an- 
nounces the  death  of  four  members  of  the  Society,  all  belonging  to 
the  number  identified  with  the  early  history  of  our  association,  and 
all  useful  and  helpful  in  its  time  of  struggle.  Thu  names  arc,  .Mrs. 
Anna  Haven  Perkins,  ^Irs.  Mary  A.  Dickenson,  .Major  John  W. 
Crary  and  I>r.  Robert  A.  ]Man waring.  ^lajor  Crary  and  ^frs. 
Dickenson  were  specially  noted  for  their  interest  iu  tlie  Society, 
and  their  endeavor  to  advance  its  purpose  and  usefulness.  "Siva. 
Dickenson  was  generous  in  her  gifts  as  well  as  in  her  endeavors, 
and  the  Society  possesses  many  evidences  of  her  liberality.  The 
loss,  in  each  case,  is  a  severe  one  to  our  Society. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  the  niembershi])  list  and  financial 
statistics  of  the  Society  show  a  very  marked  improvement.  It  has 
been  the  endeavor  of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  to  increase  in- 
terest in  the  Societj',  and  their  efforts  have  met  with  much  success, 
a  success  that  they  feel  will  be  largely  increased  when  the  perma- 
nent quarters  receive  the  Society's  collections. 

It  is  also  a  great  pleasure  to  your  Secretary  to  state  that  th'- 
first  regular  publication  of  the  Society  has  been  issued,  and  has 
met  with  marked  success.  Kind  words  have  greeted  its  appear- 
ance, and  requests  for  copies  have  been  received  from  many  socie- 
ties not  before  on  our  exchange  list.  Reviews  have  been  generou-* 
in  praise,  and  the  Society  has  gained  much  by  the  publication.  No 
better  way  to  increase  the  library  of  the  Society  could  be  inaugur- 
ated, for  the  volumes  that  are  annually  issued  by  kindred  socie- 
ties, constantly  increase  in  number  and  historic  value,  and  the-^o 
are  readil)'  exchanged  for  our  publications.  A  case  in  point  is  that 
of  the  New  York  State  library,  with  which  your  Secretary  was  able 
to  exchange  to  great  advantage  to  the  Society.  The  generous 
support  of  the  members  has  made  the  book  a  financial  success,  as 
well  as  a  help  to  the  library.  The  sulvscriptions  and  salts  have 
nearly  paid  for  the  expense,  and  a  considerable  number  if  books 
still  remain  on  hand,  the  sale  of  which  will  leave  a  surplus  in  the 
treasury,  and  this  sale  is  simply  a  matter  of  time,  as  it  is  but  fair  to 
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sii])i)().se  that  when  h)cato(l  in  its  pciTiiuncnt  rooms,  tlie  Society  will 
receive  a  largely  iiici-eascil  lueiiiljorHliip,  and  each  member  will  de- 
sire a  complete  Hie  of  tlie  publications  issued.  It  is  proposed  to 
publish  the  second  part  of  vf)lume  1  this  fall,  and  while  it  will  not 
be  so  large  as  the  (irst  part,  it  will  contain  much  interesting^  matter. 

The  Society  has  received  many  vahiable  additions  to  its  liljrary 
during  the  year.  The  donors  in  kindred  .-,ocietii;s  were  the  BufTalo 
Historical  Societ}',  Oneida  Historical  Society,  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society,  Wyoming  Historical  Society,  AVisconsin  Historical 
Society,  Southern  California  Historical  Society,  Ohio  Historical 
and  Philosophical  Society,  Iowa  Historical  Society,  Western  He- 
serve  Historical  Society,  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  New  York 
Historical  Society,  Dedham  Historical  Society,  Hyde  Park  Histori- 
cal Society,  New  York  State  Library,  Vale  College,  Connecticut 
Historical  Society,  Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford  Board  of 
Trade,  Norwich  Board  of  Trade,  and  Belfast  Free  Library 

Donations  have  also  been  received  from  ]Mrs.  LaTayette  S 
Foster;  Hon.  John  T.  Wait,  Hon.  Charles  A.  Russell,  P.  H.  Wood- 
ward, Kscp,  C.  C.  Gardiner,  Esq.,  S.  Westinghouse,  Escp,  Sidney  0 
Ryder,  Esq.,  J.  Mortimer  Montgomery,  Esq.,  Gurdou  W.  Russell, 
Esq.,  Silas  S.  Hawley,  I-'sc^.,  Hon.  Charles  Tuhbs  and  James  N 
Arnold,  Esif.  Other  contributors  were  the  Forum  Company,  The 
New  York  Tribune,  and  the  Guilford  Settlement  Anniversary  Com- 
mittee. 

The  contribution  of  ^Iv.J.  N.  Arnold  was  a  coniplete  file  of  the 
Narragansett  Historical  Register,  a  magazine  devoted  to  the  his- 
tory and  antiquities  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, and  the  present  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with  such  interesting 
matter  referring  to  the  bordering  States  of  Connecticut  and  ^lassa- 
chusetts  as  is  identiliod  with  this,  a  most  valuable  and  interestiu" 
contril)ution. 

You  will  thus  see,  gentlemen,  thai  the  condition  and  standin<' 
of  the  Society  has  materially  improved  during  the  year,  and  it  is 
earnestly  requested  of  each  member  that  he  make  endeavor  to  add 
to  our  membership  list  and  collections,  as  this  will  mean  a  wider 
usefulness. 

Several  contriljutions  have  been  promised  as  soon  a^  the  So- 
ciety moves  into  its  permanent  quarters,  so  the  prospect  is  indeeil 
one  on  which  our  Society  can  be  congratulated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  S.  CoLLiEii.  Secretarv. 


Ttie  Secretary  then  propoHed  i\n:  following'  name.s  for  infcml>er- 
nliip:     Annual   menibers,    Messrs.  (/harles  A.  lienjaniiii,  Nelsoii  J 
Allender  and  .John  («.  Stanton,  .M.  I).,  all  of  New  London,  and  for 
lile  member,    Charles   Turner,    of   liiiniingbam,    Ala.     'I'hey  were 
unanimously  elected. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  (Jhair  appoint  a  committee 
to  present  suitable  resolutions  in  the  matter  of  the  deaths  men- 
tioned in  the  Secretary's  report,  and  Messrs  ('.  B.  Ware  and  John 
-McGinley  were  appointed. 

The  Society  was  then  addressed  by  the  Hon.  (ieorge  S.  Haz- 
ard, an  honorary  member  of  the  Society,  and  President  of  th<; 
Buffalo  Historical  Society.  ]\[r.  Hazard's  remarks  were  very  in- 
teresting, and  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  extended  to  the  gen- 
tleman. 

The  committee  appointed  to  lake  action  regardiut;  the  death 
of  members  then  reported  as  follows; 

W  nKiiE.vs,  God,  iu  His  wisdom,  1ms  lemovL'd  from  us  ourlatuiissoi-iatcsAiiUji 
liiivcu  IVrldns,  JLiry  A.  Dickenson,  John  W.  Crnry  ;ind  Robert  A.  Mauwariuj^. 
Jusolrcd,  Thtit  this  Society  recognizes  in  the  death  of  tho  members  named, 
who  were  associated  with  it  from  its  earliest  history,  and  who,  by  word  and 
iJced,  showed  that  their  hearts  held  no  luke'.varm  interest  in  its  wclfartr,  .1 
severe  and  sorrow-fraught  loss,  and  that  its  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathit-s 
are  herewith  extended  to  the  families  that  have  l)een  so  greatly  bereft. 

licioUrd,  That  these  resolutions  be  sjjread  upon  the  Society's  records,  and 
copies  furnished  to  the  families  of  onr  late  members,  and  to  the  press  for  pub- 
lication. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  a}ii)roved. 

The  Treasurer  then  rei^orted  that  there  was  a  donation  of 
$100  toward  fitting-  up  the  new  rooms,  and  asked  that  a  conjiuitteu 
be  appointed  to  take  that  matter  in  charire  as  soon  as  the  rooms 
became  available.  The  Chair  appointed  ('.  I>.  Ware,  Frederick 
Bill  and  Tho.s.  S.  Collier  such  committee. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned 
Attest, 

Thos.  S.  Coi.liek,  Secretary. 


.\M.tU. 
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THE  ADDRESS. 


On  tliiH  spot,  Imllowed  iu  every  iiatiiotic  lieart,  we  arc  again 
asseiubled  to  houor  aud  to  cherish  tlie  irieniory  of  the  ilhislrious 
(lead.  lint  one  year  is  wautiii,<r  to  cuiuplete  the  century,  ninety- 
nine  years  having-  passed  by  since  the  ground  on  whicdi  we  stand 
■was  wet  with  the  life  blood  of  patriots  and  lieroes.  Those  patriots 
aud  heroes  were  our  fathers.  They  gave  their  lives  for  us  and 
ours,  and  for  their  native  land. 

]\rany  times  on  this  anniversary  day,  with  spirit  stirring  music, 
and  greated  by  peals  of  artiller}',  the  stately  procession  has  wound 
up  these  Heights,  waving  aloft  our  national  banner,  glorious  iu  its 
beauty,  glorious  in  its  history,  and  still  Uiore  glorious  as  the  sign 
and  symbol  of  liberty. 

It  was  under  this  flag  that  our  fathers  here  fought,  counting 
not  their  lives  dear  to  them  if  sacriticod  in  its  defense.  This  Hag 
was  then  scarcely  known  among  national  ensigns.  A  few  friendly 
powers  had  recognized  the  new  llepublic,  but  our  independence 
was  not  fully  assured,  and  we  still  had  our  place  to  win  inthefam- 
il}'  of  natiiins.  Less  than  three  millions  of  ])eople,  and  a  narrow 
stri})  of  country  bordering  on  the  Atlantic  coast  between  the  river 
8t.  Croix  on  the  northeast  and  the  St.  ]\Iary's  on  the  southwest, 
comprised  our  territory  and  our  population.  Now  the  whole 
boundless  continent  is  not,  indeed,  yet  ours;  but  we  have  a  coun- 
try vast  in  extent,  ocean-bounded  on  two  cardinal  points  of  the 
compass,  and  a  pcipulation  but  little,  if  any.  short  of  tifty  millions- 
Instead  of  thirteen  feeble  colonies,  with  the  original  thirteen 
stripes  and  dimly  twinkling  stars  on  our  national  banner,  we  now 
have  thirty-eight  states,  some  as  large  and  powerful  as  empires,  and 
on  the  tblds  of  our  flags  are  emblazoned  a  constellation  of  thirty- 
eight  stars,  the  gladsome  light  of  which  irradiates  the  nations. 

Three  generations  of  men  have  passed  from  the  stage  of  life 
since  the  events  transpired  which  we  this  day  commemorate.  It 
has  been  the  custom    from  the  beginning  to   observe  the  day  with 
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fittiiif,' ccreinniiies  ami  appi'opriate  Iioium'.s.  Let  us  not  fail  in  tlie 
pious  duty  wliicli  lias  Im-cii  so  w(jrtliily  porfonuod  by  the  genera- 
tions before  us.  Tliey  i)ai(l  their  debt,  not  ours;  tliat,  we  alone 
can  pay.  Each  {^feneration,  not  the  past  only,  but  each  .-uc(;eedin<^ 
•feneration  through  all  the  coming  years,  will  owe  an  infinite 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  nohle  ami  gallant  men,  wh(>se  bones  lie 
mouldering  here.  Far,  very  far  distant,  be  the  day  when  the  ser- 
vices of  this  anniversary  shall  be  regarded  as  tedious,  unnecessary 
or  supertluous,  and  so  l)e  omitted  and  lorgotten.  Only  v.hen  pa- 
triotism Ijecomes  luliewarm  can  such  things  be;  and  a  lukewarm 
patriot  is  no  better  than  a  lukewarm  corpse.  I'he  sons  of  sires 
who  })erished  here  will  cherish  the  memory  of  their  fathers  so  long 
as  they  shall  he  worthy  of  theii'  j^lorious  inheritance.  Every  son 
of  Groton  and  of  this  vicinity,  will  hallow  this  spot  so  long  as  love 
of  liberty  and  love  of  country  find  a  lu^me  in  liis bosom.  For  m^^self, 
appreciating  highly  the  honor  done  me  in  being  invited  to  make 
the  address  on  this  occasion,  1  am  not  guilty  of  the  presuniption  of 
supposing  that  I  shall  say  aught  that  is  new,  or  that  has  not  per- 
haps been  better  said  before.  1  bring  a  few  garlands  of  evergreen, 
a  few  autumnal  llowers.  Dear  with  me,  if  I  do  little  more  than 
strew  them  over  the  graves  of  these  venerated  dead. 

In  paying  this  tribute  to  their  naemory,  let  us  not  be  unmiml- 
ful  of  the  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe  to  the  Great  lluler  of  the  uni- 
verse, the  God  of  battles  and  of  nations,  for  the  great  and  mani- 
fold blessings  which,  through  all  the  years,  He  has  so  bountifully 
poured  out  upon  this  our  own,  our  native  land. 

It  is  no  part  of  our  purpose,  in  desiring  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  this  day,  to  keep  alive  or  to  excite  feelings  of  hostility 
against  the  government  or  people  of  Great  ]5ritain.  The  most 
peaceful  and  amicable  relations  subsist  between  that  government 
and  our.s.  So  may  it  ever  be.  "Whoever  shall  stir  up  strife  l^etween 
us  is  not  only  an  enemy  to  both  countries  but  an  enemy  to 
human  progress  and  the  best  interests  of  the  human  race. 

England  was  the  home  of  our  fathers — their  mother  country. 
It  is  true  she  showed  them,  at  home,  more  of  the  attributes  of  a 
step-mother,  a  harsh,  unfeeling  step-mother,  than  of  a  natural 
parent;  and  when  they  migrated  to  these  then  inhospitable  shores, 
she  followed  them  with  vexatious  demands  and  exactions  wholly 
unwarranted  by  the  constitution  of  the  realm.  Remonstrance 
proved  unavailing,  and  our  fathers  resisted.  The  voice  of  Eu.ope 
was  on  the  side  of  the  colonies.  Frederic  of  Prussia,  usually 
styled   the  Great — and  if  military  capacity  of  the  highest  order. 


11 

coupled  with  woudciTiil  aMlity  lor  f^'ovcinin;,'  liiw  kin;r«loiii  in  tiiuo 
of  pence,  cull  entitle  iiini  to  tin;  epitliet,  lie  richly  (lo.sorve<l  it — 
wrote  to  Lis  iniiii.ster  at  Ltjiidoii,  in  llie  autumu  of  1775,  tliCHe 
words:  "The  treatnieut  of  the  colonies  ajipears  to  lue  to  be  the 
first  step  towards  despotism.  Jl  in  this  the  King  should  succf-ed 
lie  will  by  and  by  attempt  to  impose  his  own  will  ujjou  the  mother 
country."  And  afterwards,  witli  reference  to  the  proclaniati(iii  of 
(jeor^b  the  Third  in  these  words:  "It  seems  to  me  very  hard  to 
proclaim  as  rebels  free  subjects  who  only  defend  their  privile;,'eH 
against  the  depotism  of  a  ministry.''  And  yet  again  :  "The  more 
I  rellect  on  the  measures  of  the  IJritisli  government,  the  more  they 
appear  to  me  arbitrary  and  defci)olic.  The  liiitish  constitution 
itself  seems  to  authorize  resistance.  That  the  court  lias  provoked 
its  colonics  to  resistance  nol}ody  can  doubt.''  Frederic,  it  should 
be  observed,  was  a  grandson  of  George  the  First,  and  not  to  be 
susi)ected  of  any  hostility  to  the  crown  of  l"]ngland.  His  lineage 
and  training  certainly  gave  him  no  undue  bias  toward  liberal  gov- 
ernment or  free  institutions.  As  a  soldier,  Init  three  in  all  hi.story 
before  him,  Alexander,  Cujsar  and  Hannibal,  and  but  once  since 
his  time.  Napoleon,  are  worthy  to  be  compared  with  him.  'i"he 
wisest  statesmen  of  England,  in  both  houses  of  Parliament,  pro- 
nounced our  fathers  in  the  right.  .V  stubborn  ministry  persisted  iu 
their  tyrannical  course,  and  our  fathers  obtained  independence.  It 
is  doubtful  if  any  enlightened  liritish  statesman  of  this  generation 
could  be  found,  who  would  not  now  agree  that  the  resistance  of 
the  colonies  to  the  claims  of  the  crown  was  not  fully  ^'^•arranted  b}' 
the  plain  principles  of  the  British  constitution. 

What  progress  has  the  world  made  in  human  government  in 
the  last  hundred  years  !  AVhat  a  contrast  between  the  Tor\'  min- 
istry of  Lord  North,  under  King  George  the  Third,  iu  tire  last  cen- 
tury, and  the  present  ministry  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  benefi- 
cent reign  of  her  majesty,  Queen  Victoria  !  How  cheering  to  all 
lovers  of  liberty  and  free  institutions,  to  look  at  the  principles  of 
government  enunciated  by  Mr.  (iladstone  during  the  late  canvass 
for  the  election  of  members  of  the  present  House  of  Commons  I  In 
one  of  his  speeches  made  in  Scotland,  he  enunciated  six  points  by 
which  he  thought  the  foreign  policy  of  the  country  should  be 
guided;  the  sixth  and  last -of  which  was:  "To  see  that  our  policy 
is  inspired  by  a  love  of  libert}'."  The  principles  advocated  by  ^Fr. 
Gladstone  were,  as  you  know,  triumphiintly  sustained  at  the  polls, 
and  he  was  called  upon  to  form  a  ministry,  and  has  formed  one 
conformably  to  his  views.     One  of  its  prominent  members,  belong- 
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inf(  to  the  aristocracy,  the  Ili;;ht  Il(jn.  l-^arl  Spencer,  made. 'i  speecli 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Cohden  Club,  given  a  few  weeks  a^'o, 
in  which  he  commented  on  tlie  principles  of  policy  hiiil  down  \>y 
]Mr.  Gladstone,  to  which  I  have  allude  1,  enumerating  tliem  one  hy 
one.  They  were  cliielly  these:  "To  maiutaiii  good  i^overnmi.-ut  .at 
home;"  "peace  among  the  nations  (jf  the  eirth;"  "to  aclrnowiedge 
the  cijual  riglits  of  all  uilions;"  and  then  the  crowning  one  which 
I  have  already  quoted,  but  it  well  bears  reijetition:  "Tu  see  th;it 
our  policy  is  inspired  l)y  a  love  of  liberty.''  Lord  Spencer  said: 
"Nothing  more  distinct,  in  the  shape  of  declara*'.ious  of  what  the 
proper  foreign  policy  of  this  cDUiitry  should  be  has  ever  been 
enunciated.  't'liey  are  sentiments  which  I  think  will  tind  support 
amongst  liberals,  ni»t  only  in  l-higland,  but  thruughout  the  world. 
It  is  on  these  principles  that  1  hope  the  i'oi-eigu  policy  of  the  pres- 
ent government  will  be  based." 

Was  I  not  right  in  saying  that  it  was  cheering  when  a  liritish 
cabinet,  speaking  by  its  Prime  Minister,  a  Commoner,  and  by  the 
lips  of  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council,  a  peer  of  Parliament, 
puts  forth  doctrines  like  these?  These  are  the  principles  of  our 
Declaration  of  Independence,  of  the  fathers  of  our  constitution. 
They  are  the  i^rincipleson  which  the  Uei)ul)lic  of  the  United  States 
is  founded,  principles  ot  right,  and  truth,  and  eternal  j.istice.  We 
are  proud  to  call  Eughmd  our  mother  country  when  she  avows 
and  acts  upon  principles  like  these.  We  forget  and  forgive  the 
strifes  and  wars  of  the  past,  and,  proud  of  our  kindred  blood,  cor- 
dially extend  to  hei'  the  warm  right  hand  of  national  fellowship 
and  of  national  friendship. 

No  small  part  of  the  history  of  every  nation  is  taken  up  with 
accounts  of  the  ^vars  in  which  it  has  been  engaged.  We  o\'  this 
generation  are  unfortunately  too  familiar  with  its  desolations  and 
its  horrors.  The  fearful  evils  that  tbllow  in  the  train  of  wars,  when 
ended,  and  which  those  who  come  oil"  triumj)hantly  in  the  contest 
can  never  escape,  would  seem  to  be  sutticient  to  preserve  an  iin- 
In-oken  peace.  It  has  been  a  favorite  idea  with  many  that  as  man- 
kind made  progress  in  knowledge,  in  morals,  in  the  arts  ami  sciences, 
in  civilization  and  reliuement,  wars  would  cease  to  be.  The  inven- 
tion of  gunpowder,  that  fearful  agent  in  the  work  of  death,  the 
long  list  of  destructive  weapons,  the  cunningly-devised  machinery, 
the  terrible  enginery  of  modern  warfare  by  which  masses  of  men 
can  be  swept  instantaneously  out  of  existence — all  these,  it  has 
been  said,  tend  to  make  wars  impossible.  Philanthropists  of  var- 
ious climes  and  countries  have  combined  their  etlorts  to  promote 
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and  estiiblish  \H'H(;o  Ixitwooii  nii<i(jiis,  .'iiid  to  .subslitule  Home  inoilo 
of  iuljustiii'^''  ]i!iti(iii:il  <'oiitf(}V('rsi('H  hcsidf-s  tlio  l»l(K^(ly  arliiiriiuiout 
of  war.  llitlioiti)  all  tluso  anticipations  tliat  wars  wore  to  cease 
hav(j  })r()vcil  {^a-oiiiuUess;  all  thcsu  cllbrts  to  e.stHb]i>^li  |;cace  art-  as 
yet  tViiitlcss.  'l^lioni^li  i)Ha('e  prevails  on  the  continont  of  luirojje 
ami  IlirouLiliout,  tlu;  world,  with  the  exception  of  some  little  fij^lit- 
iii;_;'  ill  tlie  South  Aiiicricaii  States  and  iiithe  Indies,  yet  vas:.  Ijodies 
ol  arnied  )nen  iiro  maintained  hy  tin  various  nations  of  the  earth. 
lietnrns  show  that  of  the  ^reat  (continental  powers  of  Kurope, 
lliissia  has  an  army  of  s(n'en  hundred  and  eighty  thou-and  men; 
(iennany  over  tour  hunch  ed  thousand;  France,  live  hundred 
thousand;  Austria,  two  hundred  and  seventy-live  thousand; 
Italy,  two  hundred  and  lifty  thousand  'I'hus  in  a  time  of 
]iroh)und  i)eace  on  the  continent  of  I'hirope,  in  five  of  the  con- 
tinental ])owers,  we  have  the  startling  number  of  two  millions 
tv/o  hundred  and  live  thous.uid  men,  in  the  most  active  jieriod 
of  their  lives,  entirely  withdrawn  from  all  productive  pur- 
suits, and  devoted  exchisively  to  the  "drill  and  discipline  of 
soldiers.  This  number,  however,  is  Init  a  portion;  many  more 
must  be  added  to  cum[)lete  the  list  in  I'hirope.  Taking  (Jreat 
Britain  and  the  l'hiro})ean  poweis  not  comprised  in  the  foregoing 
estimate,,  we  must  athl  at  leist  a  million  more  men  to  the  uundjer 
already  stated.  The  little  republic  of  San  Marino,  so  smull  in  ter- 
ritory as  scarcely  to  make  a  point  on  the  uiap  of  Euroj)e,  and  with 
a  population  in  187-1  of  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  has  an  army  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  men.  In.  Asia,  China 
alone  has  an  army  of  one  million  two  hundred  tliousand  man. 
Omitting  our  own  country  and  the  South  American  States,  all  of 
whose  armies  are  small  comjjareil  with  the  armies  of  Europe — that 
o(  liraTiil,  the  largest,  being  less  than  lift}'  thousand  men — and 
omitting  many  portions  of  the  earth  from  which  we  have  imper- 
fect and  unreliable  returns,  we  enumerate  four  millions  five  hun- 
dred thousand  of  men  now  embodied  and  ready  for  the  field  as 
armed  soldiers.  A  spark  may,  in  a  moment,  kindle  into  flame  these 
most  inflammable  materials;  and  thus  a  wave  of  tire  and  blood 
may  speedily  overspread  the  fairest  portions  of  the  earth. 

The  slightest  and  most  trivial  causes  have  oftentimes  sufliced 
to  produce  desolating  war.s.  Others  have  had  their  origin  in  am- 
bition, and  in  the  worst  passions  of  human  nature  hatred,  r:"- 
vengc.  War  is  undoubtedly  the  greatest  curse  that  can  bela'l  a 
nation.  Still  we  nuist  regard  some  wars  as  justitiable  and  neces- 
sary.   \\'hen  such  wars  break  out,  when  the  rights  and  liberties  of 


.iUr^ 


1 1 

a  free  jieoplo  arc  in  a  deadly  [)oril  ;  \vhc'n  theliand  of  tlio  dcslrriytT 
is  stietclicd  j'oitli  to  lay  waste  their  posseKsioiis  ancl  ln-in<^  desola- 
tioii  and  ruin  to  their  homes  and  tiresides,  tlio  hi^diCHt  and  noblest 
attiibut(  s  of  the  hiiiuaii  mind  ari;  then  Inon^ht  into  intense,  livinjr 
aetion.  The  ton;^'ue  of  eloiiuence  then  becomes  endowed  with  it 
KU})erhuman  power,  and  while  listening,'  to  the  words  of  the  \>n- 
triotic  orator,  s])eakin^'  from  his  ti(;ry  lie.'irt,  it  seems  iu  very  deed 
as  thouu,h  the  j,'ods  had  come  down  to  us  in  the  likeness  of  njen. 
In  the  days  that  preceded  our  levcjliitionary  strug^de,  Patrick 
Henry  and  James  Otis  bowed  the  hearts  of  the  men  of  Vir;^'inia 
and  the  men  of  ^Nfassachusetts  as  the  heart  of  one  man. 

Great  and  Avell  deserved  as  is  the  tribute  of  honor  and  praise 
that  we  render  to  those  whose  burniij<^"  words  stimulate  to  deeds 
of  heroic  valor,  still,  the  highest  meed,  the  brightest  diadem  with 
•which  to  adorn  earthly  lirows  is  reserved  for  men,  Avho,  when  duty 
calls,  go  forth  to  fight,  perchance  to  die,  iu  defense  of  the  homes, 
the  tiresides  and  the  liberties  of  themselves  and  their  lellow  coun- 
trymen. AVe  instinctively  give  up  our  hearts  without  reservation 
to  such  heroes  and  defenders.  AVe  honor  them  while  living;  we 
revere  them  when  dead.  What  true  American  does  not  feel  ihe 
blood  warm  at  his  heart  at  the  name  of  (Ieoiuil;  Washington  ! 

Let  us  glance  at  the  situation  of  our  country  as  it  was  just 
prior  to  the  da}'  we  commemorate,  in  September,  IT^il.  The  battle 
of  Saratoga  had  been  fougiit,  and  a  glorious  victory  won  for  our 
arnjs  four  years  before.  Professor,  afterward  Sir  Iv  F.  Crea.sy, 
reckons  this  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of  the  world  from  .Marathon 
to  Waterloo.  It  had  wonderful  effect  on  our  cause  in  Europe, 
giving,  :is  it  did,  full  assurance  that  the  colonies  were  able  to 
achieve  and  maintain  their  own  independence.  That  independ- 
ence was  soon  recognized  by  foreign  powers.  Nations  hke  indi- 
viduals find  friends  most  numerous  when  least  needed.  lUirgoyne's 
march  from  Canada  towards  Albany,  during  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer of  1777  had  met  with  no  interruption  except  the  check  at 
Oriskany  from  the  brave  Herkimer,  and  the  check  of  Bennington 
from  the  no  less  brave  Stark.  Those  disasters  were  to  detach- 
ments only,  and  it  was  regarded  in  Europe  almost  as  a  forgone 
conclusion  that  Burgoyne  with  his  army  would  reach  Albany.  A 
line  of  posts  would  then  be  established  from  Canada  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  as  Great  Britain  had  control  of  the  sea  coast,  all 
communication  between  New  England  and  the  States  south  wnuhl 
be  completely  cut  olf.  (iatesand  Arnold,  or  rather  the  bnwe  men 
under  them,  changed  all  that. 


l)nring  tlio  sul)sP(|nont,  ff)iir  yoiirH,  lu'illior  si(le  f,';iinc'(l  any  rlc- 
cidecl  iulv:iiitiv^'(;.  Si'V(!i'al  brilliiiiit,  alVnirs  took  placo,  tlie  Jiu)->t 
Ijrilliant  of  all  was  the  lakiii^'  of  Stony  I'oiiit  by  Ktoriii,  by  Cleii. 
\\';iyiie  on  the  I  (ilh  oCTuly,  177'.>.  Tlio  assanlt  was  nnido  at  nii<l- 
iii^^lit,  and  llic.  Work  was  carried  wholly  liy  tlio  bayitn(;t.  'I\vo  ad- 
vanced ]):irti('s  of  tw<'nly  men  eai-h  weie  thrown  forward  to  r<-)no\e 
obstrnctioiis,  and  nnt  of  one  of  these  parties  (jf  twenty,  seventeen 
were  killed  or  wounded.  In  the  sanii'  niontli  and  year,  .frdv,  \'~U. 
(ien.  Tryoii  made  a  raid  from  New  Yoilc  into  Connecticnt  by  way 
of  Lony  Island  Sound.  He  first  landed  at  New  Havr.-n,  then  at 
Fairlitjid,  and  then  at  Norwallc,  l)iirniny-,  iilunderin;,'  and  destroy- 
ing projierty.  TIkj  stay  of  the  enemy  was  short  Tlioy  ])asHeil 
l)ut  a  single  night  in  any  of  these  towns,  alter  which  they  returned 
to  their  vessels.  A  foreign  foe  has  never  found  Connecticut  a  de- 
sirable stopping  place.  In  tliese  instances  they  tarried  l>ut  a  night. 
Xo  doubt  they  wisely  anticipated  that  sliould  they  risk  sleeping 
on  our  soil  a  second  night,  it  might  be  the  sleep  that  knows  no 
waking.  Our  poet,  Halleek,  spoke  historically  as  well  as  poetically, 
in  saying  that  Connecticut  was  a  land 

"Where  friends  will  tiinl  a  wi'lcomc, 
Fi)(!.s  a  f^'mve." 

The  year  17S0  \Yas  a  dark  year  for  our  fountry.  In  ]May  of 
that  year  there  were  but  seven  thousand  continental  troops  em- 
bodied between  the  ChesapealvC  and  Canada.  On  the  first  week 
in  June,  Washington  had  under  him  hut  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty  men  fit  lor  duty.  In  September  of  this  year, 
Arnold  made  his  name  forever  infamous  by  his  treason  to  his 
country.  The  campaign  in  the  South  has  been  almost  a  succession 
of  defeats  and  disasters.  Perhaps  the  most  significant  event  in 
these  three  years  following  Ihirgoyne's  surrender  was  the  vote  of 
the  Methodists  of  the  United  States  at  their  general  meeting  in 
1780,  that  "slave  keeping  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  Cod,  man  and 
nature." 

in  May,  1781,  Washington  and  I\ochambeau  met  at  "Wethers- 
field,  and  agreed  on  a  plan  for  the  campaign.  Clinton  held  New 
York  and  Cornwallis  was  in  Virginia.  It  Avas  agreed  that  the 
American  and  French  land  forces,  together  with  tlie  French  naval 
force,  should  be  concenti'ated  on  the  Chesapeake.  Clinton  was 
thoroughly  deceived,  thinking  that  the  movement  was  to  be  unale, 
not  on  Virginia,  but  on  New  York.  He  had  sent  Arnold  to  Vir- 
ginia in  January  before,  and  he  was  there  in  command  in  ^Tay, 
when  Cornwallis  arrived  from  the  South.      Superceding  Arnold  in 


in 

connniiTul  of  the  Hritish  trooj),  and  dospisijiL'-  liiiii  tof)  Iiearfilv  to 
iillow  liiiii  to  reiiiuiii  in  liis  Ciiiii|t,  lie  oidtMod  liim  h;icl<  to  Sew 
Y<n\{.  (Jlinton  romaiiicd  iiiidci-  the  ilclusion  till  ucur  the  tirht  of 
Scptemljcr  that  Washiii^'tDii  was  di'siu^niiiu^  to  attaclc  Ijim  in  N'l-w 
York. 

Arnold,  avIio  no  doubt  wan  oauor  for  ouiplo^'nient,  now  (jl>- 
tained  tho  command  of  the  expedition  \o  this  ))hiee.  ''I'Ik  details 
of  his  oi)erations  are  too  familiar  to  you  to  juhtily  me  in  (Ictainin^ 
you  long  in  reliearsinj^  them.  AVithalx^ut  two  thousand  troops  he 
crossed  over  from  Lony:  Island  and  hmdcd  on  our  sli^res  on  the 
morning  of  tlie  (jth  of  September,  ITHI.  About  one-lialf  of  the 
force  headed  by  Arnold  himself,  landed  0:1  the  west  side  of  the 
harbor,  a  little  below  the  lighthouse,  and  made  their  way  toward 
New  London.  The  other  half,  under  the  immeiliate  command  of 
Col.  Kyre,  landed  on  the  east,  or  (Jrolon  side  of  the  river,  ami 
marched  toward  this  point.  Two  forts,  il'  works  so  insignificant  as 
these  were  in  a  military  point  of  view  may  ])roi)orly  be  so  called, 
were  the  only  defences  of  the  harbor.  Fort  Trumlnill  on  the  New 
London  side,  was  open  to  the  west,  or  land  side,  and  was  there- 
fore wholly  indefensible  to  an  attack  from  that  ijuarter.  C:ij)t. 
Shapley,  the  commanding  otHcer,  had  been  ordered  t.)  abandon  the 
fort  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  wiih  his  little  band  of  men. 
to  cross  the  river  and  join  tho  garrison  here.  Accordingly,  after 
firing  a  volley  on  the  attacking  column,  and  spiking  the  guns  in 
his  batteries,  he  took  to  Lis  boats  and  crossed  the  river  to  this 
place.  The  enemy's  vessels  were  so  close  upon  him  that  seven  of 
his  men  were  wounded  by  the  tire  Iroiu  their  decks,  and  one  of  his 
boats  was  captured. 

To  Colonel  William  Ledyard  the  command  of  these  two  forts, 
and  the  protection  of  these  towns  Inid  been  entrusted.  On  the 
first  alarm  in  the  morning  he  had  sent  messengers  to  the  Governor 
to  inform  him  of  the  situation.  After  giving  his  orders  to  the  olUcer 
in  command  at  Fort  Trumbull,  he  took  a  boat  at  the  ferry  on  the 
New  Loudon  side  to  cross  over  to  this  fort,  which  he  determined 
to  hold.  To  some  friends,  who  gatherdl  around  him  to  shake  hands 
at  parting,  he  said,  as  lie  stepped  into  the  boat,  "If  I  must  lose  to- 
day honor  or  life,  you,  who  know  me,  will  know  which   it  will  be."' 

This  gallant  man,  with  about  one  hundred  and  lifty  others, 
made  the  garrison  of  this  little  work. 

The  attacking  column,  under  Col.  Eyre,  was  halted  in  i*  ■  ap- 
proach, and  a  flag  was  sent  forward  to  demand  the  surrender  of 
the  fort.       Col.  Ledyard  called  a  council  of  war  and  the  opinion 
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was  iiiiaiiiinouH  in  f:iv(H"  of  rosistanco.  'We,  hIihU  not  HuricinlfM". 
let  the  consetiiicncoH  be  wliat  llioy  may,''  was  tli<;  ansuor  leturiK-d 

Tlio  assault  was  m  vde.  The  dofoiiHO  \\"<in  all  that  so  fow  im- 
perfectly armed  men,  l\vi)-thirds  of  wh(jm  were  whtjlly  undisciplined 
and  imacquainted  with  the  ciistonis  and  iisa^^es  of  war,  could  make 
it.  That  such  an  imperfect  work  as  this  was,  and  so  impeifccfly 
manned  should  be  able  to  h(;ld  out  a;,Minst  such  a  powerful  at- 
tacking force,  was  not  to  bo  hoped  for.  The  brave  little  gurrinon 
was  overpowered,  and  the  enemy,  in  overwhelniinf^  number.s,  en- 
tered the  fort.  Col.  I'^yre,  the  Briti-ih  commandin'^  olU(;(-r,  and 
Major  Montj^'omery,  the  second  in  command,  both  fell  in  the  as.stiult 
outside  the  works.  The  shiughter  of  our  men  went  on  after  the 
fort  was  entered  and  the  garrison  had  laid  down  their  arms.  Be- 
tween eighty  and  ninety  of  the  devoted  bind  were  killed — be'ween 
thirty  and  forty  wounded,  many  of  them  mortally.  Tlie  loss  of  the 
enemy,  it  is  believed,  was  between  two  and  three  hundred  men, 
though  Arnold's  re])ort  made  it  somewhat  less:  forty-eight 
killed  and  one  hundred  and  forty-tive  wounded,  auel  the  tir.st  and 
second  in  command  beinir,  as  already  stated,  among  the  number 
of  the  killed. 

Such,  in  brief,  was  the  event  that  we  this  day  commemorate. 
It  occupies  but  little  space  on  the  page  of  history.  Those  who  are 
accustomed  to  judge  of  the  importance  of  battles  l)y  the  numher  ol 
men  engaged,  or  the  number  wlio  fall  on  the  field,  will  doubtless 
consider  this  a  very  unimportant  and  insignificant  aft'air.  The  men 
of  this  vicinity  certainly  regard  it  otherwise.  It  is  well,  it  is  wise, 
it  is  noble,  that  they  should  do  so.  A  Spartan  King  and  three 
hundred  men  threw  themselves  as  a  barrier  before  the  uncounted 
hosts  of  Xerxes,  and  ])erishe(l  in  defense  of  their  country.  In  all 
human  histcjry,  what  deed  of  ai'nis,  though  perfoinied  by  thous- 
ands, is  encircled  with  such  a  halo  of  glory  as  surrounds  Leonidas 
and  the  three  hundred  at  Thermopyhe?  What  epitaph  so  glorious 
as  that  inscribed  on  the  column  erected  where  they  fell  ?  "Strangei', 
go  and  tell  the  Lacedemonians  that  we  lie  here  in  obedience  to  her 
laws.''  The  stern  laws  of  Sparta  punished  with  death  the  soldier 
Avho  left  the  battle-field  in  the  face  of  an  enemy. 

The  slaughter  of  our  men  after  they  had  laid  down  their  arms 
on  the  taking  of  the  fort,  we  have  always  considered  as  an  lannec- 
essarily  cruel  and  barbarous  act.  Such,  no  doubt,  it  was,  and  yet 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  laws  of  war  do  justify  the  victo.s  who 
take  a  fortress  by  storm  in  refusing  quarter  to  the  captured  gar- 
rison. A  brave  enemy  usually  disdains  to  avail  himself  of  a  law  so 
repugnant  to    every    generous   and    noble    feeling.      None    but    a 
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cowiucVh  liiiiid  will  Htrike  a  falleu,  uiue.si.stiti^  fue.  'J'wo  ytar.s  l^o- 
fore  this  time,  tlio  f<jrtioss  at  Stony  Point  was  assaulted  an<l  car- 
I'iod  l)y  stoiiu  liy  our  tioops.  'riioiif^'li  tlio  attack  was  at  )iii<lni;,'lit, 
wlu'71  tlie  wild  and  lierce  passions  which  a  liand-to-iiand  ti^'lit  must 
ncccHsaiily  engender,  are  free  t'loni  the  restraints  wliicli  tlu;  day- 
lif^lit  imposes,  and  horrible  deeds  may  l>t;  done  because  the  clarU- 
ness  seems  to  cover  tlieni,  yet  it  stands  recorded  that  not  one  man 
in  the  fortress  was  put  to  death  except  in  lair  coml»at.  'I'he  l>rit- 
ish  authorities  jtraised  tiie  nia^nanimi'y  of  oin-  troops;  and  aibnitted 
that  they  would  have  been  justitied  in  ]>uttinjc  every  man  to  the 
swor(L     We  set  them  an  example  too  loity  for  them  to  follow. 

At  a  later  period,  in  the  following  mouth  of  October,  on  the 
night  of  the  4th,  five  weeks  alter  this  fort  was  taken,  two  advanced 
redoubts,  making  part  of  the  fortifications  with  which  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  had  surrounded  himself  and  his  army  at  Yorktowu,  which 
was  then  invested  by  the  French  and  American  armies  were  taken 
by  storm.  One  of  these  redoubts  was  taken  by  the  French,  one  by 
the  Americans.  Col.  Hamilton  commanded  the  Anxei'lcan  attack- 
ing column,  and  the  redoubt  assigned  to  him  was  carried  by  the 
bayonet,  without  firing  a  gun.  Nut  a  man  of  the  enemy  was  in- 
jured, after  1m3  ceased  to  resist.  Our  soldiers  thus  showed  to  the 
British  army  and  to  the  world,  not  only  Uiat  they  would  not  make 
a  precedent  for  refusing  quarter  to  an  enemy  asking  it,  but  that 
they  would  not  be  provoked  by  a  barbarous  example  of  a  contrary 
character  into  retaliation. 

Ikit  whatever  may  be  said  in  palliation  of  the  refusal  of  quar- 
ter to  this  brave  little  garrison  after  its  surrender,  tlie  laws  and 
usages  of  war,  barbarous  as  they  are,  furnish  no  apology  for  the 
act  of  killing  the  commander,  the  brave  Colonel  Ledyard.  Who 
the  perpetrator  of  this  foul  crime  was,  is  not  absolutely  certain.  It 
is  better  that  his  name,  even  if  known,  should  be  buried  in  the  in- 
famy which  surrounds  it,  rather  than  it  should  ever  again  be 
spoken. 

Overpowering  number;  '-aving  ent^'red  the  fort,  the  fighting 
ceased,  and  our  men  laid  down  their  arms.  A  British  officer,  ap- 
parently in  coujmand,  called  out,  "Who  commands  this  fort  if"  The 
gallant  Colonel  Ledyard,  modestly  but  bravely  stepping  forward, 
j-aid:  "1  did,  sir,  hut  you  do  now,"  at  the  same  time  presenting 
his  sword,  as  the  vaui[uished  does  to  the  victor.  The  otfici>r  re- 
ceived it,  and  ruffian  like,  instantly  plunged  the  weapon  into  his 
bi)dy,  thus  killing  him  instantly,  an  unarmed,  unresisting  prisoner. 
It  was  a  cold  blooded,  brutal  murder.  Had  the  sword,  when  prof- 
fered, not  been  accepted,  had  the  reply  been,  ''Expect  no  quarter, 
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keep  your  swoid  and  defond  youiself,''  if  doatli  had  followed, 
though  it  mi-^dit  have  .sc-omed  haihannis.  wtill  tlicro  \V(ju]i\  liave 
boeu  some  luanliues.s  in  Urn  tiansaction.  Ciidor  the  actual  cii- 
cuuistanees,  it  was  a  luo.sL  ioul,  a<<-fravalod,  ticar-horouH  uuii-dcr. 
Let  the  nieinoiy  of  him  who  conimilted  it  perish  forever.  Let  lii.s 
name  be  forever  unspoken  by  all    Ijr.ive  and  true  luen. 

It  remains  that  we  C(jusider  briefly  some  feu-  of  the  valuable 
lessons  that  tiie  events  wliicli  we  this  day  commemorate  so  plainly 
teach. 

It  may  be  said  in  the  first  [Aacj'.  that  no  spirit  of  a;,'i,'rpssive 
war,  no  war  for  concjuest,  goes  forth  fiom  this  place.  Such  a  sjjirit 
is  ever  to  be  earnestly  rebuked  and  deprecated  We  have  seen, 
not  now  for  the  iirst  time  certainly,  that  the  war  in  which  our 
fathers  were  elly•H^•ed  was  a  just  war,  recogaize.l  as  just  by  friends 
of  arbitrary  power  on  the  continent  of  Kurope,  and  even  Ijy  the 
wisest  statesmen  of  Great  Hritiin  who  wa.iied  it  against  us  Mara- 
thon and  Thermopyku  are  perha])s  the  places  most  renowned  in 
the  world  as  having  been  the  scenes  of  the  njost  heroic  valor,  the 
loftiest  patriotism,  the  most  perfect  self-sacridce  ever  exhibited  by 
men  in  defense  of  their  country.  I  need  Init  allude  to  the  im- 
mense influence  which  the  deeds  there  done  have  had  not  only 
over  Greece,  but  over  all  countries  and  nations  through  the  suc- 
ceeding centuries  and,  I  may  add,  will  continue  to  have  till  all  tlie 
centuries  are  ended.  It  is  an  inliuence  that  gathers  strength  in 
the  march  of  time. 

To  institute  any  comparison  between  the  contests  on  these 
heights  which  we  now  commemorate,  and  those  events  so  famous 
in  Grecian  history,  would  be  thought  too  extravagant  to  be  en. 
tertained  for  a  moment.  The  immediate  result  of  the  struggle  was 
certain'y  of  but  comparatively  little  importance;  but  as  indicating 
the  tenijjer  and  spirit  of  the  people,  it  had  much  to  do  with  I  he 
question  of  American  Independence.  Do  not  these  events  from 
Grecian  history  come  to  us  much  magnified  by  time  and  distance? 
Bring  tin  in,  widely  separated  as  they  are  in  fact,  into  close  connec- 
tion in  imagination,  with  this  deeu  of  our  Revolutionary  fathers, 
and  then  carehilly  analyze  each  situation.  When  the  result  shall 
have  been  reached,  and  you  are  prepared  to  specify  the  causes 
which  give  eternal  fame  to  the  (Jrecian  localities  and  Grecian 
heroes  connected  with  them,  then  point  if  you  can  one  substantial 
reason  why  these  heights,  and  our  heroes,  are  not  entitled  to  fame 
equally  lasting.  The  plain  of  Marathon,  the  strait  of  Thermopyne, 
were  wet  with  the  blood  of  those  who  perished  for  Greece;  these 
heights,  with   the  blood   of  those   who  perished  for  America.      If 
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Miltiades  and  those  k-ii  tliDiiHaiid  wlio  foii^rlit  at  Afarathon,  if 
Leoiiidas  and  the  three  luindred  who  fought  aud  perished  at  Ther- 
mopyhi',  have  thus  made  their  names  imnjortal,  sliall  not  Lr.'dyard 
and  liis  devoted  band  who  perished  here,  in  a  cause  no  less  sacred, 
have  their  names  on  tlie  roll  of  immortality  ? 

I  say  contidently  as  a  son  of  Connecticut,  I  say  proudly,  there 
is  no  spot  in  any  country  on  this  green  earth  more  consecrated  by 
patriotic  blood  than  this.  No  braver  heroes  rest  in  the  soil  of  the 
proudest  clime  than  those  who  lie  buried  here. 

Voung  men  of  Groton  and  of  this  vicinity,  come  up  to  these 
heights  annually  and  at  the  base  of  this  memorial  column,  rever- 
ently, as  at  a  sacred  shrine,  \niy  your  vows  and  honors.  Here  get 
inspiration  to  lead  lives  worthy  of  these  your  illustrious  progeni- 
tors, the  men  who  jeoi)arded  their  lives  unto  the  death  in  theliigh 
places  of  the  field.     Live  nobly  and  you  will  (\h:  nobly. 

The  vast  standing  armies  of  Europe  admonish  us  that  the 
reign  of  peace  on  earth  has  not  yet  begun.  The  wise  policy  of  our 
government  is  carefully  to  avoi.l  all  foreign  complication's.  We 
leave  European  powers  to  settle  European  questions  in  their  own 
way.  An  invasion  of  our  country  and  an  attack  on  this  locality 
by  a  foreign  foe  is  highly  improbable.  It  may  take  place.  In  such 
an  event,  Fort  Trumbull  on  the  opposite  shore,  though  well 
planned  and  admirably  constructed  by  one  of  our  most°  accom- 
plished engineer  officer.s.  Gen.  Cullom,  whose  name  still  adorns  the 
rolls  of  our  army,  would  probably  be  reduced  by  the  almost  irre- 
sistable  force  of  modern  artillery.  These  heights  would  still  be 
the  rallying  point  tor  the  faithful  and  the  brave.  The  voice  of  the 
father's  blood,  would  here  cry  from  the  ground: 

"Strike,  till  the  last  ariiied  foe  expires  ! 
ytrike,  for  your  altars  and  yoiu-  tires  ! 
Strike,  for  tlie  <i;reen  graves  of  your  sires  ! 
Goil,  aud  your  native  land  !" 

This  call,  far  more  thrilling  than  the  loudest  notes  of  the  bugle 
when  sounding  the  charge,  would  be  heard  and  heeded.  The  attack- 
lug  force  might  be  in  overwhelming  numbers,  aud  resistance  prove 
unavailing.  But  the  band  rallying  on  this  spot  would  neither  re- 
treat nor  surrender.  The  words  imputed  to  the  Old  Guard  of 
Napoleon  would  be  on  their  lips:  "We  can  die,  but  never  sur- 
render." 

"Every  turf  Ijencath  their  feet 
Would  he  a  solilJLr's  sepulchre.' 

And  this  plain  granite  pillar  would  thus  become  a  glorious 
memorial  as  well  to  the  sons  as  to  the  sires. 


IN   PACE, 


IN     MEMORIAM 


MEN  WHO   FELL.   IN  THE   MASSACRE 

IN     FORT    GRISWOLD. 

<IK0T0N  HEIGHTS,  CONNECTICUT, 

SEPT.  6th,    1781. 


IN    PACE. 


Hearken,  O  hearts  !  and  wonder, 

Concerning  the  days  now  dead, 
Daj's  that  Avere  loud  with  thunder, 

And  witli  livid  lightnings  red — 
When  tli(!  war-drums  smote  with  their  rolling 

Through  the  dark,  and  swords  were  drawn, 
And  the  clangor  of  bells,  and  their  tolling, 

Hose  high  in  the  startled  dawn. 

Then  out  from  the  mist  and  the  morning, 

The  ships  with  their  dissonance  came, 
And  the  challenge  of  ileatli,   and  the  scorning, 

Flashed  forth  in  a  l^lood-red  llame; 
And  the  hills,  with  the  sunlight  mellow. 

And  the  woods,  and  the  sloping  shore, 
Heard  the  great,  Mack  guns,  as  their  bellow 

Grew  deep  in  a  savage  roar. 

There  were  kisses,  and  hands  were  clasping 

That  never  would  meet  again ; 
And  the  sinews  grew  stilt'  in  the  grasping 

Of  swords  that  were  free  from  stain; 
And  out  from  the  homes,  and  the  tender. 

Sweet  light  of  a  love  sublime, 
They  marched  to  the  gory  splendor, 

That  has  linked  their  names  Avith  Time; 
They  nuirched  to  the  blood  and  the  battle, 

'^Po  the  rush  and  biting  of  steel. 
Their  hearts  elate  with  the  rattle 

Of  drums,  and  the  charge's  reel; 
^Marched  out  in  the  sunlight,  glowing 

On  plume,  and  musket,  and  sword, 
To  hend  and  fall  in  the  mowing. 

Whose  harvest  was  given  the  Lord. 
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Oh,  men  who  weie  bnivo  ami  ftjurless  f 

Oh,  men  who  were  trit.-d  and   true  ! 
Who  toilet],  when  the  days  were  cheerless. 

And  the  nif»ht  had  nor  htarH,  nor  dew; 
Wlio  met,  when  the  morn  was  breakin*^, 

The  rush  and  curnaf^e  of  Wiir, 
And  heard  the  tnuupets,  awaking 

To  sleep  and  awake  no  m(jre,--- 
The  grass  and  the  Itlossoms  above  you 

Are  fresh  with  the  lii;ht  and  the  rain. 
And  we  bow  to  your  deeds,  and  love  you, 

Who  answered  the  call,  untl  were  shiin. 


In  the  light  that  has  dawned,  and  the  glory. 

You  live  by  the  death  that  stung, 
When  the  hillsides  were  rent  and  gory. 

And  the  bullets  whistled  and  sun<r; 
When  the  foeman's  steel,  and  its  gleaming, 

Was  luight  in  the  tasseled  corn, 
And  his  banners  were  widely  streaming 

Through  the  cool,  wau  light  of  morn; 
When  up  from  the  shadows  and  water 

He  strode  in  his  pomp  and  might. 
And  the  air  grew  keen  with  the  slaughter, 

And  you  closed  in  deadly  flight; 
Closed,  swift  as  the  flash  that  passes. 

And  leaves  in  the  sombre  gloom 
The  withered  blossoms  and  grasses, 

And  the  dead  who  wait  the  tomb; 
And  the  storm  swejit  by,  like  the  leaping 

Of  waves  when  the  winds  are  high, 
And  left  you  in  peace,  and  sleeping 

Beneath  the  stars  and  the  sky. 

The  walls  are  silent  and  crumble 

With  storms,  and  the  Aveight  of  years, 
That  were  loud  with  strife,  and  the  rumble 

Of  guns,  and  the  rush  of  cheers, 
When  your  hearts  Avere  swift  in  their  beatinj 

And  your  eyes  were  stern  and  hard. 
As  the  foe  sprang  on  to  the  meeting. 

Over  sward  and  flinty  shard, 


Sprang  on  throngli  tlie  flame  swept  spacen, 

To  the  mad  and  stubborn  thrust, 
And  Uiy  cold,  and  witli  blood-stained  faces, 

Struck  down  to  the  bitter  dust; 
And  their  comrades  came,  like  the  rushing 

Of  lierce  winds  that  onward  sweep, 
When  great  oaks  to  the  gi'ound  are  crushing, 

And  the  shi])s  sink  down  tlie  cleep, — 
Sarii:ed  over  the  ramparts,  planted 

AVith  death  and  the  seeds  of  death, 
While  the  cannon  about  them  panted 

And  belched  their  murderous  breath; 
And  there,  when  the  sun  was  sinking, 

Vou  lay  with  your  sightless  eyes, 
And  the  earth  and  the  rocks  were  drinking 

The  blood  of  your  sacrilice. 

On  the  rocks  where  the  high  wave  dashes. 

The  moon  will  shine,  and  tlie  sun; 
]5y  the  sanguine  carnage  and  ashes. 

The  gladness  of  jjeace  is  won; 
The  smoke  cloud  of  battle,  uplifting, 

Dissolves  in  the  vast  of  space. 
And  the  silent  white  mists  go  drifting, 

"Where  death  ran  a  fearful  race; 
And  over  the  graves  sweeps  the  regnant. 

Swift  glory  of  I'esonant  days, 
Rich  with  singing  ol'  birds,  and  pregnant 

With  the  Juy  of  jubilant  ways. 

There  are  deeds  that  we  cannot  banish, 

There  are  thoughts  Iteyond  control; 
Men  build  for  a  day,  and  they  vanish, 

]5ut  leave  us  their  strength  and  soul; 
And  out  from  the  heat,  and  the  Hashing 

Of  light  that  illumes  the  storm. 
From  the  thunder's  roll  and  its  crashing, 

The  earth  grows  royal  and  warm. 

Life  comes  with  the  tlush,  and  the  golden 

Enchantment  of  sunlit  years; 
Swept  back  are  the  sorrow,  and  olden 

Derision  of  pain  and  tears, 
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^\'llen  the  rain  tliat  was  Hwift  in  falling', 

Was  (lark  with  tlie  stain  of  blood, 
And  men  heard  tlie  wail,  and  the  calling 

Of  winds  when  the  tide  ran  Hood; 
Heard  the  sound  of  inusket  and  sabre, 

As  they  drank  at  the  well  of  Hfe, 
And  ended  their  passion  and  labor, 

"When  the  earth  was  wild   with  strife; 
Saw  the  sulphurous  war-cloud  burstinj^ 

AVliere  the  waves  ran  up  the  shore, 
And  the  guns,  with  their  bhick  mouths  thirsting 

For  the  kiss  of  tlaiue  once  more; 
And  the  darkness  grew,  and  the  liollow. 

Hoarse  growl  of  the  tight  was  still, 
And  the  cold,  grim  night  seemed  to  follow 

The  foe  speeding  down  the  hill; 
And  silent  and  sweet  was  their  slumber. 

Whose  turmoil  and  toil  was  done, 
And  the  graves  grew  many  in  number 

Beneath  the  light  and  the  sun. 

From  the  throes  that  led  to  creation, 

I^rom  silence,  and  gloomful  toil, 
Came  the  soul  and  strength  of  a  Nation, 

Wrought  out  by  battle  and  spoil. 
Ah,  the  years  are  swift  in  their  passing, 

And  they  change,  like  tides  that  roll 
Where  the  rocks,  in  dark  grandeur  massing 

Meet  the  surg-es  from  the  Pole; 
Yes,  they  i:)ass,  but  they  leave  liehind  them 

The  g'ood  Love  wins  and  the  song; 
If  you  seek  their  steps,  you  will  lind  them 

Where  purpose  and  thought  grow  strong; 
And  Time  is  a  force  that  is  blending, 

AVith  life,  in  the  work  of  God, 
And  the  way  they  tread  is  unending, 

Tjike  those  by  the  great  spheres  trod, 
^len  die,  but  their  deeds  are  eternal. 

To  our  hearts  and  love  they  cHng; 
They  shine  like  the  stars,  and  the  vernal 

Sweet  blossoms  that  Mav  davs  bring. 


nirvn  f 
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From  tlio  sea,  witli  its  ^'loat,  wliito  beactlios — 

I'^ioiii  the  ])l;iiiis,  witli  wheat  a^ilcaiii — 
Froiu  tin;  luDiintaiJi,  wliuse  piiieciad  n-adies 

(Uooiii  down  on  tlio  Ibanuu^  stream; — 
From  tlie  rivc.r,  so  swiftly  llowiii;^' 

y>y  I'orest  and  busy  town, — 
From  the  cool,  wide  vales,  that  are  showin;^'. 

The  ^'old  of  their  harvest  crown; — 
From  the  rocks  where  the  ocean  surges 

Dash  high  on  New  Knglaud'a  shore, — 
And  from  sloi)(;S,  where  the  wind-made  dirires 

Far  up  with  the  eagles  soar, 
Sound  the  words  that  are  like  the  rinfring 

Of  bells,  when  a  peoi)le  come, 
Through  the  glorious  sunlight,  bringing 

Their  heroes  in  triumph  home. 
For  yours  are  the  deeds  that  we  cherish, 

Who  died  that  we  miglit  be  free, 
And  your  memory  cannot  perish 

"While  the  land  is  kissed  by  the  sea. 


EVIDENCES  OF 

GLACIAL   ACTION 


SOUTHEASTERN    CONNECTICUT, 


HON.  David  a.  wells. 


GLACIAL   ACTION 


Renmikable  evidences  of  glacial  action  in  southeastern  Con- 
necticut seem  thus  far  to  liave  almost  entirely  escaped  the  atten- 
tion of  geologists.  In  fact,  the  most  superlicial  survey  of  the  sec- 
tion of  country  bordering  on  Long  Island  and  Fisher's  Island 
Sounds,  and  extending  from  Connecticut  Kiver  on  the  west  to 
Watch  Hill,  and   perhaps   to  a  point  farther  east,  in  llliode  Island, 


Ful.  1. 

can  hardly  fail  to  produce  a  conviction  that  it  was  in  this  region 
that  one,  at  least,  ot  the  tlreat  New  Knghind  glaciers  debouclv:^d 
into  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic;  unloading  or  dropping,  as  its  ino- 
gress  was  arrested  by  the  ocean,  or  as  it  subsequently  gradually 
wasted  and  recetled  by  change  of  climate,  a  vast  multitude  of 
bowlders,  of  whi<.'li  a  very  large  proportion  are  of  uncommon  nuig- 
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uifiulo.  Tli(!io  would  iilso  seem  some  reasons  for  Ix-liovinf,'  tluit 
the  central  or  medium  line  of  this  f,'laeier  is  now  indicated  hv  llie 
course  of  the  so-called  Tliames  Kiver— which  is  more  properlv  an 
arm  of  tlie  sea  lather  than  a  river— and  re})resents  a  deep  but  com- 
paratively narrow  cut  in  the  underlying-  hnrd  ^'ranitic  rocks;  ami 
which,  certainly  near  its  mouth,  to  a  <lei.lh  of  fifty  feet  or  more 
heneath  the  present  river  bottom,  as  was  shown  by  the  recent  br^r- 
ings  in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the  Shore  Line  Kail- 
road  bridge  at  New  London,  is  now  filled  up  with  mud  or  coarser 
detritus.  Kast  of  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  Hiver  the  shores  of  the 
mainland,  and  the  surface  of  the  numerous  little  adjoining  islands, 
are  strewed   with  bowlders  —many  of  largo  size,  and  often  restin" 


on  a  highly  smoothed  basis  of  bed-rock  Avithout  the  intervention 
of  any  surface  soil  Avhatever;  as  is  illustiated  by  Fig.  1,  which 
represents  (from  a  photograph)  a  bowlder  (and  thechanges  in  the 
way  of  destruction  which  such  mas.ses  of  rock  are  undergoing), 
between  Groton  and  Noank,  on  the  line  of  the  New  London  iiid 
Providence  Kailroad,  and  which  is  a  very  cousijicuou.-,  objct  as 
seen  from  the  cars,   on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  track  going  east.* 


^*A11    the   illustnifioiis   aoconiimnjin-   this   paper  are  iL-producea  from  i.hotogiai,h:c  pic- 
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The  inimljer  iind  size  of  tlic  Ijowldccs  that,  ftre  strowcd  over 
the  bottom  of  FiKhei's  iHhiiid  Soiitnl  aro  also  a  iiialtor  of  iutcrc-t 
1111(1  womloniient  to  oven  tliose  least  aciiuaiiitcjil  with  thf;  .siibjoot, 
who  Hail  over  and  llsh  in  itn  shaUcjw  waters;  wliile  Fislier'H  Ishin<l 
itself  is  little  other  tiian  a  mass  of  iKnvlders  fvjveted  in  j^Moat  jjart 
by  sand,  and  i)robal)ly  marks  the  tei'minai  line  where  a  heavy 
ocean  surf  arrested  the  further  pro;^o'ess  of  the  f^lacier  by  In-eali- 
ing  in  upon  its  stnicture,  lloatiiij^^  o\Y  its  ice  fragments  in  tlie  form 
of  bergs  or  Hoes,  and,  by  releasing  at  the  same  time  its  heavier 
rock  and  gravel  constituents,  liuilt  up  a  breakwater  which,  as  an 
island,  now  forms  what  is  known  as  "Fisher's  Island  Sound."  Fig. 
2  represents  a  not  uufrequent  example  of  the  character  of  the  ma- 


terials  which   enter   into  the  construction   of  this  natural  break- 
water, as  seen  from  the  western  side  of  this  island. 

But  it  is  in  the  region  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  line  of  the 
Thames  Eiver,  and  which  it  has  been  suiigested  may  have  breu 
the  axis  of  the  ancient  glacier,  and  not  very  far  removed  from  this 
line,  that  bowlders  of  extraordinary  size  occur  most  numerously ; 
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and  ainoiif^  tliem  is  a  rock,  wliicli,  until  very  rercntl}'  lias  been  re- 
{^urded  iis  one  of  tlio  l:ii{,'eHt,  if  not  the  very  largest,  ];(j\vlder  that 
lias  tliuH  far'  been  reeof^nized  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Tiii.s 
rock — of  coarse  crystalline  {,Manit(; — is  situated  in  the  town  of 
jNIontvillc,  New  London  ('ounty,  about  six  miles  soutli  of  Norwich, 
and  about  a  mile  wdist  of  the  ^fontville  station  on  the  New  London 
and  Northern  Kailroad;  and,  under  the  Indian  name  of  "Sheej^'an,'' 
lias  almost  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country  been  recoj^ni/.ed 
as  a  grctit  natural  curiosity.  Its  position  is  on  the  edj^e  of  a  ^'eiitle 
mound  or  knoll,  on  the  northeast  slope  of  a  little  valley;  anil  its 
dimensions,  accordinj^'  to  recent  measurements  by  l*rof.  Cx'osby,  of 
the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  are  as  fi^llows:  uorthwe>t 
side,  forty-six  feet;  northeast,  fifty-eight;  southeast,  forty-tive; 
southwest,  seventy.  jNIaximum  hi;ight,  reckoning  from  the  lower 
or  down  hill  side,  to  the  highest  point  on  the  upper  side,  ajjprox- 
imatel}',  sixty  feet;  a^jproximate  cubic  contents,  sevent}'  thon-and 
cubic  feet;  approximate  weiglit,  about  six  thousand  tons.     Other 


and  former  reported  measurements  of  this  rock  indicate  much 
larger  dimensions  than  those  reported  by  Prof.  Crosby;  and,  al- 
though the  determinations  of  an  expert  observer  like  the  la<^ter  are 
entitled  to  the  greatest  confidence,  it  is  nevertheless  true  tlmt  the 
form  of  the  rock  is  so  irregular  as  to  render  an  exact  estimate  of 
its  size,  cubical  contents,  and  weight  a  matter  of  no  little  dithculty. 
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FigB.  3  and  -1  j^ivo  fui  idf^a  o\'  tlio  pOHiti'Hi,  sizo  and  iipjj'-.'firaiicft  of 
the  "Slieef^aii''  Uock,  as  soou  fVom  tlio  v.dloy  bonoatli  it,  looldii;^' 
Avest.  Tlio  introdiictiou  into  the  picture  of  the  horse  and  wa^^ou 
Ijoueath  tlie  rock  affords  in  some  decree  a  stamlard  for  estimating,' 
its  lieip;ht.  Tlic  cavity  or  recess  beneath  the  r<jck,  wliich  is  said 
to  luive  been  occAi\ne(\,  at  the  time  of  th(;  first  settlement  of  ihe 
country,  by  a  ^NTolief^an  Indian  (frcjm  whom  the  rock  uiiduul)te<ily 
derived  its  name)  as  a  dwellin;,'  ])laco,  is  sutliciently  capacious  to 
admit  of  being  used  as  a  place  of  shelter  I'or  the  sleds   and  other 


farm  implements  of  the  farmer  proprietor.  A  rude  ladder  ou  the 
southern  side  of  the  rock  affords  facilities  for  reaching-  its  top  and 
obtaining  a  somewhat  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
It  will  probably  have  been  noticed  in  the  above  description 
that  the  expression  "has  been  regarded''  as  a  bowlder,  has  been 
employed.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  a  recent  examination  of  this 
rock  (in  March,  1890)  has  led  Prof.  Crosby  to  the  somewhat  start- 
ling-  conclusion  that  it  is  not  a  bowlder,  but  "simply  an  angular 
and  prominent  remnant  of  a  large  granite  vein,  still  undisturbed 
in  its  original  position  upon  beds  of  gneiss;  and  that  it.-  chief 
geological   interest  is   found  in  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  its 


ox|i()S(h1  position,  it,  Ims  Hurvivod  tin;  (Viii'inUi<^vai'ui<j;  iulliionco  of 
the;  (ilciuouts  !iii(]  successruUy  i-fsiHtciil  the  pre«suro  of  the  ;,M'eat 
ice  Hlioct.''  I'rol.  (,'roHl\v  also  states  tliat,  "tlirouj,'h  the  uiulercut- 
tiiif^-  action  of  tlio  trout,  Ibrrniiij^'  (iiiito  an  extensive  rock  slielter" 
(i.  e.,  tlio  Oiivity  or  recess  on  tlic  lowei-  or  valley  side),  "is  alVoriled 
an  opportunity  to  observe  the  actnal  contact  of  llie  massive  f,'rau- 
ite  and  the  tinely  laminated  micaceous  gneiss"  upon  vliich  the 
granite  rests. 

For  one  oF  very  limited  (!X})erience  to  disj)ute  the  conclusions 
of  sufli  a  trained  ohsorver  as  Prof.  Crosby  would  he  presumptuous; 
and  yet  it  ^(niid  not  seem  unreasomd)lo  to  aslc  that  they  should 
not  bo  considered  as  entirely  determinative  without  a  further 
careful  examination  of  the  prol)lcm  on  the  part  of  experts.  The 
(jui'stiou  as  to  whether  the  contact  of  the  granite  of  the  assmned 
bowlder  and  the  underlying  gneiss  is  one  of  situation  or  of  com- 
position is  not  an  easy  one  for  decision,  without  a  very  clear  op- 
portunity for  examination.  The  fact  that  such  a  huge  mass  of 
granite  should  have  resisted  the  pressure  of  a  great  ice-sheet,  and 
renuiined  so  prominently  in  2)lacc  as  part  of  a  vein,  -when  such 
pressure  and  an  accompanying  movement  and  grinding  were  sutii- 
cient  to  not  only  round  oil'  and  obliterate  ever^'thing  like  an;/uhxr- 
ity  from  the  granite  surface,  but  also  remove  or  reduce  down  to  a 
much  lower  level  and  over  a  largo  proximate  area  the  whole  vast 
mass  of  rock  on  which  the  granite  protuberance,  if  it  be  a  portion 
of  a  vein,  must  have  been  as  it  were  originally  imbedded,  is,  as 
l?rof.  Crosby  admits,  a  result  not  a  little  singular.  There  is  cer- 
tainly nothing  analogous  to  such  a  phenomenon  in  the  vicinity, 
and  it  may  well  bo  questioned  whether  there  is  anything  similar 
an3-wlRrc. 

Furthermore,  as  throwiui!;  some  light  on  this  subject,  there 
are,  as  before  stated,  in  comparative  ])roximity  to  the  "»Slieegan" 
Rock,  a  large  nundier  of  undoubted  bowlders  of  the  same  granite, 
wdiich,  though  not  comparable  as  regards  size,  may  yet  he  re- 
garded as  extraordinary,  and  sis  clearly  involving  the  exercise  of 
an  enormous  disrupting  and  transporting  power  within  a  rather 
limited  area.  One  of  these  bowlders  in  the  same  towushi[)  of 
iMontville,  which  is  also  an  object  of  pul)lic  curiosity,  and  known 
as  the  "doal"  Hock,  is.  according  to  measurements  made  tor  the 
writer,  twenty-one  leet  high,  twenty-live  long,  and  twenty-tive 
thick.  Another,  in  the  vicinity  of  (fardner's  Lake,  from  which 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  original  mass  has  been  detached  in  frag- 
ments, is  reported   as  eighteen  feet  six  inches  high,  thirty-live  I'eet 
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long,  and  twenty  feet  thick.  A  tliiid,  on  tlio  euHt  Hide  of  the 
Thaines  Hiver,  in  tlie  town  of  I'leston,  is  fourteen  feet  high, 
tweiit}'  feet  long,  and  seventeen  I'eet  thick;  and  at  least  three  or 
four  others  in  the  same  region,  of  similar  <limen.sion.s,  might  be 
('numerated.  Aljove  a  mile  east  of  'Allen's  Point,''  and  on  one  of 
the  highest  of  tin;  elevations  bordering  tin-  river,  an  area  of  several 
acres  is  so  covered  with  huge  bowlders  that  in  places  it  is  dillieult 
to  find  a  path  through  them;  while  the  southern  slope  of  the  same 
elevation,  not  far  removed,  is  so  strewed  with  such  a  multitude  of 
rounded,  small  bowlders  tlnit  tluv  have  the  appearance  of  having 
been  planted  artiticially. 

Fig.  fS  represents  an  extremely  picturesiiue  though  not  a  very 
large  bowlder,  on  the  road  between  Norwich  and  Taftville,  on  the 
lands  of  the  Ponemah  Manufacturing  Comi)any,  and  almost  in  t!ie 
center  of  tlie  village  that  has,  within  a  com[)aratively  few  years, 
grown  up  about  it;  and  which,  most  fortunately,  has  thus  far  been 
carefully  protected  l)y  the  comi)any  against  the  Vandalic  spirit 
which  is  so  often  prompted  to  mutilate  or  destroy  everything  in 
the  nature  of  a  public  curiosity. 


l^T-TK 


Hon.  Henry  P.  Haven. 


A  BRIEF  BIOGRAPHY. 


HON.  HENRY  P.    HAVEN, 


The  rfjsultrt  of  a  man's  life,  avo  the  stoiios  of  that  invisildo 
inoimineiit  wliich  rises  al»ove  liis  i^'rave,  uiisoeii,  luit  sentient  witli 
iiis[)iration  or  (lei)ression,  us  liis  work  was  fur  the  jrood  or  ill  of 
liis  relU)vvs.  J)uriii[,'  life,  his  actions  are  frec|uently  niisjiul;^e'l  iu 
the  atitagonisnis  that  arise  from  commercial,  social  or  prjlitical 
ambitions;  l)at  when  his  j^rave  has  jjfathercd  bloom  and  verdure, 
and  the  good  that  was  done,  often  in  silence  and  darkness,  as- 
sumes that  concrete  form  wliich  shows  the  underlyinj,'  cnrr(Mits  of 
the  soul,  then  the  man  becomes  kno-vn  to  the  world  at  his  true 
value.  To  l)e  so  known,  is  seldom  accorded  (jne  in  time  for  those 
with  whom  he  walked  the  daily  paths  of  eartli,  to  see  that  he, 
whom  they  thou^^-ht  they  understotd  so  well,  and  had  jud,i,'e<l  so 
worldl}',  was  ruled  by  aims  entirely  different  from  those  they  at- 
ti-ibuted  to  him.  To  })rove  tbis,  was  not  needed  in  the  case  of 
Henry  Philemon  Haven,  for  his  life  had  grown  to  be  a  part  of  the 
social  and  religious  history  of  his  home,  but  it  was  the  good  for- 
tune of  his  jnemory  to  show  to  many  who  had  been  associated 
with  him  in  religious  work,  business  and  politics,  that  his  life's 
endeavors  were  ruled  by  aims  that  made;  the  welfare  of  his  I'ellows, 
even  after  he  had  passed  away  from  earth,  an  object  of  solicitude 
and  wise  prevision,  and  this  was  not  the  result  of  chance,  Ijut  of 
careful  thought,  anil  knowledge  won  (rcjm  wide  experience. 

Hrietly  sunnned  up,  the  story  of  his  life  is  as  follows:  Heur}' 
Philemon  Haven  was  born  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  February  11, 
Isl;!.  He  was  descended  from  that  sterling  stock  which  has  made 
New  England  a  force  in  the  nation,  and  the  world.  Losing  his 
lather  at  the  age  of  four  years,  ho  was  forced  by  the  circumstances 
of  his  surroundings,  to  assume  very  eaily  cares  and  duties,  that 
usmdly  come  with  more  mature  periods.  He  enjo3'ed  the  then 
scant  benefits  of  the  public  school.s,  and  passed  two  terms  at  a 
select  or  private  institution  of  learning.  He  was  an  early  attend- 
ant at  the  ^Sunday  school  nearest  liis  home,  and  became  an  en- 
thusiastii!  worker  in  this  branch  of  religious  education. 

\\  hen    he    was    lifteeu,  his  mother  took  up  her  abode  in  New 
Ti'iiKhju,    and   ^Ir.   Haven    was   indentured   to   Major  Thomas  W. 
\\'illianis,  a  merchant  and  shipowner,  ;iiid  one  of  the  leaders  in  th 
whaling  business  of  the  city.       Here  he   soon  won  his  way  to  tlie 
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])o.sitioiis   of   bDok-lcocper   and    coiiHilciitijil    clr-rk,    iiiid    wlioii   lut 
Iweiity-tliico,  uiis  admitted  Id  )»artiioishijj  in  the  linn. 

]\rr.  Havoij's  business  life  Wiis  stii'iin;^  and  varied,  covering  a 
lun^i'  period  of  years,  and  miliracin;^'  many  new  coninK-.rcial  eii'ei- 
}))  ises.  A  t  liist,  tlio  whale  an<l  seal  lishcries  absorlted  liis  atten- 
tion. Duriufj^  this  lime  ho  saw  the  iioeessity  for  frequent  cliaii'^e 
of  !^round  and  nictliod,  :ind  met  each  with  ready  tact,  (jiie  i;l'  the 
results  of  this  course  hein;^'  the  l);;:-.!  whalinj^  voyaj^e  ^nown,  a 
liltecn  hioiith's  cruise  of  a  steam  whaler,  the  expense  (if  wliieli  wis 
about  $;](),0(i(),  proiluciuLi,-  a  ear;;'o  valued  at  a  little  over  ^I5(),(n(>. 
}Iis  enterprise  in  seekiuLi;  lunv  tields  was  noted,  aud  an  article  wi  it- 
ten  during'  the  days  of  activity  in  the  whale-lisliery,  says:  '"W-ssels 
fitted  out  by  the  tirm  o!'  Williams  and  Haven,  have  visited  the  nt- 
terniost  parts  of  the  earth,  and  In'ouj^lit  home  ear_'-oes  from  the 
coasts  of  l*razil  and  I'atayonia,  from  the  icy  realms  of  the  Aictic 
and  Antarctic,  from  the  islands (jf  Japan,  :iud  fioni  the  bleiik  shores 
of  Kamtscliatka  and  Labrador,  from  the  wastes  of  tlie  Athintic, 
]?acilic  and  Tiuliaii  oceans,  and  frcjm  the  haunts  of  wind  aud  temp- 
est; wherever  tides  llow,  their  shii)s  have  }jenetrated,  and  retinncd 
);eavily  laden.'' 

W'lieu  tlie  whale  and  other  oil  fisheries  grew  le.ss  profitable, 
the  firm  turned  its  attention  to  t;'uauo,  shipping  princi[)ally  from 
the  C(juatorial  islands  o(  the  Pacific,  where  the  article  was  acci- 
dentally discovered  when  di;4;^ing-  a  yrave  for  a  sailor.  This  was 
on  ]>aker's  Island,  \)ut  other  deposits  were  found  aud  )iiade  use  of. 
j\.t  fii'st  this  yuano  was  consigned  to  the  Southern  States,  hut  after 
tlie  war  bri>ke  out,  destroying  this  market,  it  was  shipi)ed  to 
I'^urope,  Germany  taking  all  that  could  be  forwarded. 

!\Ir.  Haven  was  a  pioneer  in  the  Alaska  Fur  Seal  Fishery,  anil 
\vas  a  partner  in  the  com})any  that  leased  the  islands  of  St.  I'aul 
and  St.  (jleorge,  in  the  IJehring  sea,  from  the  government.  AVliile 
engaged  iu  these  commercial  industries,  ]\Ir.  Haven  was  also 
largely  interested  in  the  financial  affairs  of  his  city,  being  in  the 
managcnncnt  of  the  l>ank  of  Commerce,  the  New  London  City  Na- 
tional bank,  and  the  ^Mariners  Savings  Bank,  and  in  other  institu- 
tions of  this  nature. 

In  politics  he  was  active,  his  all^iliatious  heingwith  the  llepubli- 
can  ]iaity.  He  represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature  of  the 
State;  was  jMayor  of  the  city  for  the  term  running  from  lHo',]  to 
ISoii;  was  in  the  city  government  in  various  capacities,  notably  in 
the  Department  of  I'Mucation,  of  which  he  was  the  leading  inem- 
ber  foi'  nujrc  than   twenty  years.       In  l87o,  he  was  the  Republican 
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('.lUilidiito  for  (ioveiiior,  iiiwl  tlioii;,'-h  (Icjt'eiitcd  I)}'  local  dissenHious 
in  (litTeront  parts  of  the  Stiito,  and  i»or.sonal  anta;^'oni9iiis  in  wliicli 
lie  had  no  i)art,  niadt;  a  stron;^  '"'n'*^  "■'"'  polled  what,  coiisideriu^ 
the  disadvantai^os  under  which  he  labor(!d,  may  be  fairly  cotisid- 
ered  a  }:;ood  vote. 

JJut  while  dt^votini^'  so  niucli  time  lo  tli(;  lay  duties  of  life  Mr. 
Haven  did  iMjt  forj,''et  that  he  ow(;d  a  duty  to  his  Creator,  and  his 
faithful  perfornnnee  in  this  direction  was  n(jted.  He  was  a 
thorough  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  Sunday  school  teachin;^'',  estab- 
lishinti;  a  school  in  an  out  of  the  way  c(j\inlry  district,  to  \vhi<;h  he 
gave  months  of  loving  and  patient  IuImu'.  lie  wms  also  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  school  of  his  (•hiuch,  which  Ijy  care  and 
sympathy  he  nnide  a  model,  and  one  of  the  largest  in  the  city.  His 
woric  in  this  direction  was  very  thorouuh,  and  he  was  ever  ready 
to  speak  for  the  failh,  often  oHicialing  in  the  jiuljjit,  though  not  as 
a  regular  ordained  })astor.  In  1S72  he  was  a  delegate  from  Con- 
necticut to  the  Fifth  Xatiomd  Sunday  ScIkjoI  Convention,  hehl  in 
Indianapolis;  and  in  1875  he  was  one  of  the  ix-prcsentatives  sent 
from  this  couidry  to  be  present  at  the  Con'.:regational  Union  of 
lOngland  and  Wales,  held  in  London.  In  all  local  and  State  work 
of  this  nature,  he  was  over  heli)ful,  and  no  gathering  having  the 
good  of  man,  his  advancement  and  future  welfare  at  heart,  missed 
the  cheer  and  encouragement  of  his  presence. 

Kven  when  death  found  him,  April  30,  187(5,  it  did  not  end  his 
usefulness. 

This  he  had  provided  for,  by  the  following  clause  in  his  will  : 
"One  third  of  my  e.-tate,  principal  and  income,  I  give  to  my  said 
trustees,  to  be  by  them  expended  as  they  may  deem  best  lor 
charitable  and  benevolent  purposes,  according  to  their  discretion, 
and  in  such  manner  as  they  believe  would  be  in  acconlance  with 
my  wishes  " 

There  are  few  who  know  the  volume,  or  the  wide  field  reached 
by  these  simple  words,  and  this  is  as  the  testator  would  desire. 
One  of  the  visible  results,  is  the  Public  Library  of  New  London, 
recently  erected  in  that  city,  on  the  upper  floor  of  which  building 
the  New  London  County  Historical  Society  will  hereafter  have  its 
pernuinent  home. 

No  man  can  build  a  finer  monument  than  thi-^.  It  has  ith" 
foundation  in  beneficence  and  wisdom,  and  rises  into  the  pure  at- 
mosphere of  unselfish  thought  for  the  good  of  all.  And  this  is 
the  monument  that  Henry  Philemon  Haven  budded,  and  budded 
well. 
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llis  exiuni)le  lia.s  )>oeu  most  uorUiil^-  lollowofl  Ijy  liis  cliiMion. 
IJotli  iire  noted  for  ^--ooa  \vorl<s,  jiiid  his  daughter,  An nu  11  hvcu 
Perkins,  who  has  Just  passed  throu^di  tlie  valley  of  shadows,  lelt  a 
large  share  of  her  fortune  to  endow  the  library,  whicli  oweil  its 
existence  to  her  father's  generosity.  Actions  like  thes(  are  the 
red  letters  of  humanity.  They  show  that  the  .soul  beats  steadily 
for  the  u|n•eachiu^^  after  knowledge,  the  advanc-emeut  of  maidiood 
and  womanhood.  These  are  examples  that  speak  to  the  world, 
monuments  that  are  felt  as  well  as  seen. 
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NAVAL    OFFICERS 


FRO^r  CONNECTICUT. 


:  z  /  <  >'  > 


REVOLUTIONARY    NAVAL    OFFICERS 

FltO.M  CUNNKCTIC L'T. 


With  the  ])(>s>il)lo  e.\('t!i»ii')ii  of  ]\I;issiic.]iusett.s,  iio  coloiiy  was 
iiKire  activt!  in  the  naval  affairs  of  the  revolution,  both  Colonial  unil 
Continental,  than  Connectictut.  To  the  reguhir  navy  it  contributed 
many  shij)s,  ami  some  (listinf^uisheil  names,  and  its  privateers  were 
numerous,  a^j^rcssive  and  exceedingly  successful. 

Among  the  iirst  naval  cai)taiiis  appointed  to  the  regular  Con- 
tiiu'iital  navy  by  the  resolutions  of  December,  1775,  was  Dudlej' 
Saltoiistall,  of  New  London,  in  the  first  ari'anji,ement  of  liaval 
ofjirers,  he  is  nauicd  the  leading  captain,  being  the  second  in  com- 
mand to  Commodore  I'^zck.  liopluns,  and  in  conunand  of  the 
Alfi-fd.  As  such,  he  saiknl  in  the  expedition  to  New  Providence, 
which  cajjturcd  considerable  stoi'es,  but  accomplished  no  striking 
victnry,  a  result  hojjed  for,  but  not  to  be  accomplished  with  such 
poorly  e(|uippod  vessels  as  constituted  the  lleet.  The  result  of 
the  expedition  was  disap})ointment,  and  unmerited  disgrace  for 
Commodore  Ho})kins.  This  bi'ought  about  a  new  arrangement  of 
the  Coiitjncntal  navy,  in  which  Captain  Saltonstall  became  fourth 
on  the  list,  and  was  changed  from  the  Alfred  to  the  Truinhiill.  'lliis 
vessrl  did  not  get  to  sea  until  1777,  and  in  April  of  that  year,  cap- 
tured, after  a  sharp  action,  two  aiined  transports,  tilled  with  val- 
uable; stores.  The  loss  of  the  'rriunhull  was  seven  killed  and  eig'ht 
wounded,  so  that  the  action  must  have  been  heavy,  as  she  was  a 
twenty-eight  gun  frigate.  Caittain  Saltonstall  was  transferred  to  a 
larger  frigate,  the  W^dj-rcn,  in  177',),  and  ])ut  in  comnnxnd  of  a  small 
fleet  loianed  to  break  up  a  British  i)Ost  on  the  Penobscot  river,  in 
INFaine.  The  troops  carried  by  the  lleet  were  landed,  and  the 
\\'(in-cn  and  another  shi})  attacked  the  Ih'itish  works  to  cover  this 
movement,  the  Warren  losing  thirty  Uicn  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  works  were  too  strong  for  assault,  and  while  waiting-  for  re- 
inforcements a  British  fleet  of  superior  force  entered  the  bay  and 
chased  the  Continental  fleet  u|t  the  river,  where  it  was  destroyed. 
Following  its  usual  course  in  naval  matters,  Congress  dismissed 
Cai)tain  Saltonstall,  though  his  ccmduct  hu'ked  nothing  in  spirit  or 
endeavor,  lie  might  have  been  liahle  to  censure,  but  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  was  more  the  result  of  the  publicity  given  tc  it, 
than  any  other  cause,  and  this  was  not  his  faidt. 
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Captain  Sallonstall  did  not  if^uiuiii  idh;.  Ifc  oritcred  tlie 
privateer  ecrvice,  and  in  the  J^fiiicrca  cupturcd  tlie  slii]>  Ifauiioli, 
said  to  liavo  Leon  tlie  most  viiliial)le  prize  of  the  war.  His  enler- 
jirisc,  seanumsliii)  and  courage  were  undoubted,  and  lie  was  worthy 
of  a  Letter  reward  than  tliat  j^iven  by  tlie  Coufincntal  f'on«(rosH. 

Cai)tain  Saltonstall  l)elon^eil  to  a  family  noted  in  revolution- 
ary military  and  navid  annals,  lie  whs  the  son  of  JJri;i-(jen.  (icn-- 
dou  Saltonstall,  who  led  several  regiuieiits  of  (JonneetKnit  militia 
to  the  aid  of  Washiugtou,  in  one  of  ihe  (hmj^'ercnis  ])eriods  of  the 
war.  liis  brother,  Ca[)tain  (Jilherl,  eommamhjd  the  murines  of  the 
Truinhitll,  and  showotl  great  Ijravery  in  action. 

Another  Captain,  Nathaniel  Saltonstall,  was  the  tiist  com- 
mander of  Fort  Trumbull,  and  in  177S  w;is  given  command  of  tlie 
twenty-gun  ship  I'lifitain,  built  in  New  London.  This  vessel  was 
burned  in  the  expedition  of  Captain  Dudley  Saltonstall,  but  not 
before  she  had  shown,  by  her  handling,  and  the  cai)tiiie  of  prizes, 
that  her  commander  was  ;in  ellicient  and   valuable  (jllicci'. 

In  connection  with  the  Saltonstalls  it  may  be  as  well  to  give 
the  history  of  the  Truinhiill.  After  Captain  Dudley  Saltc^nstall's 
promotion  she  was  commanded  by  Captain  James  Nicholson,  under 
whom  she  tbught  a  desperate  battle  with  the  letter-of-mar(pie  Wolf 
in  which  the  latter  lost  ninety-two  men  killed  and  wounded,  while 
the  Tniiiihidl  lost  thirty-niue.  The  Waft  carried  thirty-six  guns 
and  the  Tnnnlnill  thirty,  the  weight  bein^'  in  I'avor  of  the  JJritish 
shi]).  Ca])tain  Nicliolson  would  have  captured  his  foe  had  not  the 
JOSS  ot  his  spars  at  the  critical  moment  of  the  battle  prevented. 
That  he  took  no  advantage  of  this  ])i-o\es  the  defeat  of  the  llritish 
cajjtain,  even  though  he  succeeiled  in  escaping.  In  1781,  still 
under  the  comnnintl  of  Captain  Nicholson,  the  TnnnhnU  sailed 
ironi  Delaware  ]iay,  and  while  convoying  a  lleet  of  merchantmen, 
was  chased  by  the  Irix,  32,  and  Gemral  JLni/,;  18.  Struck  by  a 
squall  she  lost  her  fore-top-mast  and  main-top-gallant  mast,  and 
while  thus  disabled  was  engaged  by  the  //•<x.  All  but  lifty  of  his 
men  deserted  the  hattery  and  went  below,  but  with  these  Captain 
Nicholson  fought  for  more  than  an  hour,  when  the  (IcncraJ  Mont 
closing,  further  resistance  was  useless,  and  the  Truuilmll  passed 
out  of  the  American  navy.  The  loss  of  the  TrumhuJI,  live  killed 
and  eleven  wounded  out  of  the  small  number  who  fought,  was 
heavy,  and  showed  that  the  loyal  men  did  their  duty  well 

Captain  Seth  Harding-,  of  Norwich,  commanded  lirst  the  Con- 
necticut colony  brig,  Defence,  in  which  he  helited  cajjture.  assi!^*ed 
by  three  small  privateers,  and  an  aimed  schooner  of  :\[assacliusetts, 
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three  heavily  anuod  transportH  with  five  liiuulred  soldiers  from  one 
of  the  best  British  regiments  K(;iit  to  America.  Jii  1777  he  com- 
niaudcd  tlie  Olircr  Croiniccll,  in  which  lie  made  a  most  successful 
cruise.  liis  next  command,  and  his  first  in  the  Continental  navy, 
was  the  djo/'cilerari/,  u  large  frif^ato  built  at  Norwich.  In  this  he 
was  ordered  to  convoy  ]\[r.  John  Jiiy,  the  newly  appointed  .Minister 
to  France,  to  that  country,  177S.  While  on  this  duty,  and  off  the 
Bernuida.s,  she  lost  all  her  si)ars.  She  succeedeil  in  reaching; 
^rartini(]uo,  where  Mr.  Jay  obtained  passage  in  a  French  frigate, 
and  (he  Con/'iufcraci/  was  refitted.  From  that  time  she  was  em- 
ployed as  convoy,  and  while  on  this  duty  in  1781,  was  caiitured 
by  a  two-decker,  with  a  frigate  in  company. 

In  the  i^econd  arrangement  of  the  Continental  navy,  in  177')^ 
Elisha  Hinman,  born  in  Southbury,  but  sailing  from  New  London, 
appears  as  No.  20  in  the  list  of  captains.  This  was  not  his  first 
service,  however,  for  he  was  commander  of  the  Ca'>of,  It,  in  the 
expedition  to  Xew  Providence.  11  is  vessel  was  the  first  to  engage 
the  G/asf/iitc,  the  Isnglish  frigate  that  escaped  from  Commodore 
Hopkins'  fleet,  and  he  did  this  bravely,  being  severely  wounded  in 
the  encounter.  He  next  commanded  the  Mur'^uU  de,  La/aiji'dc,  'JO, 
and  rh'iiiie,  '.)0,  and  later  succeeded  Paul  Jones  in  the  command  of 
tlie  J// '/•('(/,  making  a  cruise  in  her  to  France.  When  returning,  in 
coni})any  with  the  lUilcitjh,  the  Alfred  wah  captured  by  the  Ariadne 
and  Cerfs,  Ihitish  Irigates.  Captain  Hiinaan  was  carrieil  to 
luigland,  Init  succeeded  in  escaping  to  France.  He  afterward 
jiLilornied  some  ])rivateer  service,  and  when  the  new  navy  of  17'.(i 
was  formed,  was  offered  the  command  of  the  Coii^ti'.tdion,  but  dt- 
clined  on  account  of  age.  He  held  some  civil  a}i[)ointm('nts  uii'ler 
tlie  government,  and  died  in  1>S07. 

Captain  liol)ert  Niles,  a  native  of  (irotou,  commanded  the 
armed  schooner  Sp;/,  owned  by  tlie  State  of  Connecticut.  He  re- 
ceived liis  coinmission  from  (lovernnr  Jonathan  Trumbull,  in  17T-J. 
The  Sj)i/  was  of  about  fifty  tons  burthen,  had  an  armament  of  six 
four-pounders,  and  a  crew  of  twenty  to  thirty  men.  This  vessel 
captured  the  armed  British  vessel  Dolphin,  a  larger  and  more 
heavily  armed  vessel  than  his  own.  In  June,  1778,  the  Sjnj  was 
one  of  six  diirerent  vessels  selected  by  the  >:overnment  to  carry  to 
France  an  ollicial  copy  of  the  treaty  with  that  nation,  and  Cai)tain 
Nile.s'  vessel  was  the  only  one  which  ran  the  gauntlet  safely,  and 
arrived  in  France  with  the  treats.     Niles  died  at  Norwich,  in  1*^lS. 

Ca})tain    TimOth}'   Parker,   of    Norwich,    was  one  of  the  most 
valiant  naval    olhcers  of  the  revolution.      He  succeeded  Captain 
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Hiirding'  in  the  coininand  of  t]i('.  Ollrer  Crotnu-t^H,  in  Doceiribor, 
1777.  It  was  on  tli(!  Ifjlh  oi'  .\]>r\\,  1778,  that  tlio  Cromio'l/ u\bt 
with  tho  Ihitisli  ship,  Aihnind  Kriiju'l^  in  tho  vicinity  of  tlie 
liaiiani.is — a  mgion  with  wliich  American  sailors  were  well  ac- 
(jiiaintod.  An  action,  8ho)'t,  shar))  and  decisive  ('nsued.  From  a 
journal,  l<('})t  by  a  sailor  on  hoard  the  ('nniiiicH,  lei  me  (jinite  a 
somewhat  (juaint  account  of  it  :  "iHh,  at  4  o'clock  of  afternoon, 
saw  a  sail  bearing'  Iv  S.  H.  We  g'.ive  chase  ami  came  uj*  with  her 
at  S  o'clock.  She  was  a  large  h'rcmch  ship.  We  sent  the  bout  on 
board  of  her;  she  inl'ormed  us  of  two  I'higlish  ships  which  she  left 
sight  of  at  the  time  we  saw  her." 

"15th,  at  daybreak,  we  saw  two  sail,  be;iring  S.  E.  S.,  distance 
two  leagues,  ^\'e  gave  chase,  under  a  moderati;  sail.  At  1)  o'clock 
came  up  with  them.  They  at  tiist  show  French  colors  to  decoy 
us.  AVlieu  we  came  in  about  half  a  mile,  they  ujks  with  the 
Eiig;lish  colors.  We  had  Continental  c.jlors  living.  ^Ve  engageil 
the  ship  Admiral  Iu'/)j)li',,  as  follows  :  AN'hen  we  came  in  about 
twenty  rods  of  her,  we  gave  her  a  bow  gun.  She  soon  returned 
us  a  stern  cliase,  and  then  a  broadside  of  grape  and  round  shot. 
Captain  t)rders  not  to  tire  till  we  can  see  the  white  of  their  eyes. 
We  get  close  under  their  larboard  ([uarter.  They  began  another 
broadside,  and  then  we  heg'an  and  held  tulY  and  tutl"  for  about  two 
glasses,  and  then  she  struck  to  us.  At  the  same  time  the  Dt'/em-e 
engaged  the  Ci/ruf<,  who,  as  the  Kepptl  struck,  wore  round  under 
our  stern.  We  wore  ship  and  gave  her  a  stern  chase,  at  which  she 
immetbately  struck.  The  loss  on  our  side  was  one  killed  and  six 
wounded,  one  mortally,  who  soon  died.  Dur  ship  was  hulled  nine 
times  with  six-pound  shott,  three  of  which  wont  through  ourboith, 
one  of  which  wounded  the  boatswain's  yeoman.  The  loss  on  their 
side  was  two  killetl  and  six  wounded.  Their  larlioard  (quarter  was 
well  tilled  with  shott.  One  nine-pounder  went  through  her  main- 
mast. Employed  in  the  afternoon  taking  out  the  men  and  mau- 
uing  the  prize.  The  Kepfdc  mounted  twenty  guns,  ei;:hteen  six- 
pounders  and  two  wooden  do.,  with  about  forty-live  men.  Tho 
Cyrus  mounted  sixteen  six-pounders,  with  thirty-tive  men;  letters- 
of-marque,  bound  from  Bristol  to  Jamaica,  laden  with  dry  goods, 
paints,  etc." 

The  person  mortally  wounded  on  board  the  Cromwell  was 
James  Day,  of  Norwich,  I  believe — a  captain  of  marines.  In  May, 
1779,  the  Croiiurcll  went  out  from  New  London,  and  in  four  davs 
captured  four  prizes  and  sixty  prisoners.  But  in  the  following 
month,  after  a   s[)irited    contest,  she  was  captured  by  the  British 
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fri^'iito  DeffiK-c,  (jft"  Saiuly  Honk.  Captiiin  Parkor  livc-tl  to  follow 
tlio  Hoaa,  mostly  in  tlic  AVest  Imlia  tradd,  many  }eaiH  theieafter. 

The  Dcfciicc,  tlie  conii)anion  vesi-cl  t(^  tlio  C'romu-ill,  wuh  at 
this  time  commaudod  by  (!aj)tain  Samuc4  Smedley,  of  FairlieUl.  He 
held  his  commission  from  (iovernor  'I'rumbiill.  "Willi  his  veHsel  he 
captured  many  prizes  from  the  British,  })erhaps  moi'e  than  were 
taken  by  any  other  vessel.  At  this  time  she  '»vas  ship-rifr^ed,  her 
rig  havinji;  been  altered  in  Boston,  in  .March,  1775),  she  struck  on 
Goshen  reef,  near  New  London,  and  went  to  pieces,  losing  some 
of  her  crew. 

Cai)tain  Giles  Hull,  of  A\'alliii,i!rnrd,  commanded  the  brigaiitine, 
]\[incrvn,  built  at  Rocky  Hill  as  a  merchantman,  but  altered  1)}'  the 
State  t(^  a  vessel  of  war.  'J'he  Mi  iter  vn  was  pnjbably  the  largest 
war  ves.scl  of  the  Connecticut  navy.  Her  l)urtlien  was  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  tons,  which  made  her  a  very  large  cr.il't  for  that 
da}'.  I  have  no  record  of  her  ihjings,  and  only  know  that  she 
cruised  far  out  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  toward  the  West  Indies. 
When  the  United  States  chartered  her,  in  IT.Sl,  (,'uptiiti  Hall  wis 
still  in  command.  He  was  later  relieved  by  Cajitain  Dudley  Sal- 
tonstall.  At  this  time  she  had  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  and  mounted  sixteen  guns.  I  cannot  tell  what  was  the  size 
of  her  guns,  b\it  none  of  our  vessels,  1  think,  had  heavier  guns  than 
nine-pounders,  Avhile  many  British  vessels  cirried  twenty-four 
pounders. 

Captain  Hall  had  been  first  lieuleuaut,  as  early  as  1757,  of  the 
solitary  man-of-war,  then  owned  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut — 
the  old  brig  Defence.  I  suppose  him  to  have  been  that  (Hies  Hall 
who  was  a  bi'other  of  Lyman  Hall,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Indepen<lence,  and  who,  though  a  resident  of  Georgia  in  177(5, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut. 


NOTE. — Tlu!  abovL'  noticts,  with  tlii'  ixiciition  ot  :i  tvw  additions  to  tlmse  of  Caiituius 
Diulluy  Saltoustiill,  Sctli  Uardiuy  and  Elisliii  niiiiuau,  wciv  i.iviiurcd  by  Jvidjjo  ShiTlii.iii  W. 
.Vdaius,  of  llaitfuid,  and  read  by  liiui  bifoii  a  uniting  uf  the  Conncclitiit  Naval  Vcman'a 
Association.  lu  his  concliit<ion  Judge  Adams  tays:  "Tliere  were  other  oflieirs  whose  nanus 
might  bu  added  to  tliia  list ,"  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  at  some  future  day,  give  a 
second  cjually  interesting  article. 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  regular  auuual  meeting  of  the  New  Loudon  County  His- 
torical  Society  was  called  to  order  at  11  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber <Sth,  the  Hon.  C.  A.  Williams,  President,  in  the  chair.  The 
meeting  had  been  deferred  one  day,  to  allow  the  members  of  the 
Society  to  attend  the  celebration  in  Foit  Griswold.  As  a  storm 
had  caused  these  to  be  changed,  the  meeting  was  further  post- 
poned to  Tuesday,  September  IHth,  181)1. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  New  London  County  Historical 
Society,  postj^oned  from  September  8th,  was  called  to  order  at  1 1 
a.  m.,  Tuesday,  September  15th,  IS'Jl.  iu  the  absence  of  the 
President,  the  Hon.  iienjamiu  Stark,  First  Vice  President,  occu- 
pied the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Treasurer,  C.  B.  "Ware,  Esq.,  read  his  report.  The  re- 
ceipts exceeded  the  expenditures,  and  the  Printing  Fund  in  the 
Savings  Bank,  and  the  fund  in  the  Union  Bank  were  left  intact, 
making  a  balance  of  nearly  $150  to  the  credit  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary's  report  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary,  Thos. 
S.  Collier. 

SECRETARY'S    REPORT. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  your  Secretaiy  greets  you  in  the  new 
rooms  of  the  Society.  Business  demanding  his  constant  atten- 
tion, has  prevented  the  systematic  arrangement  of  the  Society's 
possessions,  but  this  will  be  attended  to  in  the  near  future,  and  a 
catalogue  of  the  library,  and  other  collections,  will  be  made,  so 
that  the  booUs  and  relics,  the  manuscripts  and  portraits,  may  be 
of  service  to  all  whu  desiie  to  make  use  of  them. 

The  contributions  to  the  Society  have  been  as  uumerout-'  as  of 
old,  the  most  important  being  84  volumes  of  books  from  the 
libraiy  of  the  late  Frances  .Manwaring   Caulkins.     The  New  \'ork, 


I'vIkhIc  Island,  Loii^"  l.slajnl,  llurfalo,  Oiic-ida,  Marvlalitl,  New  Jer- 
aey,  NW-.stciii  Kc'servc,  Oliio,  Now  lOn^^lainl  Historic- (leiiciih^irical, 
AVvoiiiiu>i,  (JunuLclicut,  New  llaveji  Colony,  Ohio  Historical  and 
Pliilo.sophical,  ])e(lliani,  (Jld  Colony  and  rcnnsylvauia  I  listorical 
Societies,  the  libraries  of  JIarvard,  Vule,  Drown  and  'I'rinity  (,'ol- 
loges,  and  <A'  the  State  of  New  ^'ork,  of  IWooklyn  and  of  San 
Francisco,  the  lion.  John  T.  Wait,  Ilon.C  A.  KussoU,  Hon.  \l.  C. 
Wiuthrop,  Mrs.  L,  F.  S.  Foster,  Hon.  Charles  J.  Hoadley  for  the 
Connecticut  State  I  .ihrary,  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and  .Messrs. 
J.  A.  Arnold,  W.  AV.  ]>ackus,  -lames  .1.  (Jooilwiu,  J.  IJuehaiian 
Henry  and  C.  li.  A\iue  have  contributed  books  and  i)ani|)hlets,  and 
some  South  American  Indian  relics,  and  a  jjurtrait  of  Ca])tain 
Jonathan  Harris,  have  l)etni  received  from  Samuel  A.  Wait,  of 
South  Lyme,  aud  the  County  War  Tax  book  of  l!Sl2  lias  been 
^iven  by  the  late  Warren  Comstock,  Fs(i.  It  is  hoped,  now  that 
the  Society  has  an  established  home,  that  the  accessions  to  its  li- 
brary and  collectioiis  will  be  more  numerous,  and  more  diversified. 
When  the  fact  that  the  Society's  e.Kchanye  list  can  now  be  system- 
atically established,  as  its  publications  will  be  regular  and  valu- 
able, and  that  its  permanent  qmtrters  will  attract  visitors,  and 
demuiistrate  its  usefulness  as  a  depository  and  yuardian  of  histor- 
ical relics  and  documents,  as  well  as  of  books,  this  seems  to  be  an 
assured  fact. 

In  connection  with  the  arranyemeiit  of  the  library  and  collec- 
tions, your  Secretary  will  have  to  tile  the  newspapers  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Society.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  more  com- 
})lete  yatheriny  of  the  county  journals  now  exists  than  the  Soci- 
ety possesses.  To  make  these  useful,  they  should  be  reyularly 
tiled,  and  bound.  Vour  Secretary  will  perform  the  lirst,  aiul  he 
resjtectfully  asks  contributions  to  a  binding  fund,  that  his  v.drk 
may  be  of  use.  It  is,  of  course,  patent  to  all,  that  in  matters  of 
local  history,  and  in  the  galherinij,-  of  events,  incidents  and  trans- 
actions, hotli  personal,  commercial  and  industrial,  there  is  no  more 
thorouL,4i  purveyor  than  the  newspaper,  and  that  because  of  this, 
a  collection  of  tluj  county  newspajiers,  regularly  tiled  and  bound 
read}'  for  use,  will  ho  invalualile,  both  to  the  historian,  the  busi- 
ness man  and  the  student.  In  I'ai^t,  frecjuent  calls  have  been  ma  le 
for  information  only  to  be  found  in  the  newspapers,  and  these,  b(  - 
cause  of  the  present  mixed  condition  of  the  papers,  have  caused 
much  labor. 

It  is  with  sincere  sorrow  that  your   Secretary  calls  attention 


to  the  fact  that  death  has  been  ti'(;i|ueut  in  his  visitation  to  the  So- 
ciety diiriiij,'  the  past  year.  We  have  lost  the  Hon.  Houry  Jiill, 
tiist  vice  president,  tlie  Hon.  .1.  P.  ('.  ^[atlier  and  the  Hon.  Xathau 
Belcher,  nionil)ers  of  the  advisory  committee,  and  J.  Georj^e  Har- 
ris, pay  director  LTuited  States  navy,  and  ilichard  N.  JJelden,  \']h([., 
all  old  and  useful  members.  Kittiujj^  resolutions  should  attest  the 
loss  of  the  Society,  and  its  sympathy  with  tlic  families  of  our  iate 
members. 

The  membership  of  tlie  Society  shows  a  st(;ady  increase,  which 
your  Secretary  hopes  will  now  be  accelerated.  Tiie  nanics  of  all 
memljers  joinin;^'  during  the  last  four  years,  have  been  retained 
even  lh()u;^li  delin(|uent  in  dues,  as  it  was  thouj^ht  tlnit  when  the 
rooms  Were  rej.^uhirly  opiaKul,  all  would  give  Hkmu  a  call,  and  be- 
come more  interested  and  therefore  regular  in  their  contributions 
and  attendance. 

Other   matters   that    miglit   properly   come    in  the  province  of 
this  re]>ort  will  be  found   in  the    statements  of  the  Committees  on 
Printing  and  Fittings,  and  are  therelbre  omitted. 
Aery  res[)ecti'ully  submitted, 

Tiu)>r\s  S.  Coi.LiEK,  Secretary. 


The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  accepted 
and  ordered  on  file. 

The  election  of  otlicers  was  then  taken  up,  and  a  committee 
consisting  of  [Messrs.  Major  W.  11.  11.  Comstock, -lohu  ]\rc(  iinlcy 
and  Th(.)s.  S.  CoUiei-  was  appointed  by  the  chair  to  make  nomina- 
tions.    These  consi^tctl  of  the  following  named  gentlemen  : 

I'lucsiDE.NT — Hon.  Charles  Augustus  Williaujs,  of  New  Loudon. 

A'icK-Pia:siui:N'i's  -Hon.  ]]eujaniiu  Stark,  of  New  London;  Hon. 
AN'illiaiu  A.  Slater,  of  Norwich;    lion.  I''redcri(.-k  lUll,  of  Clrotou. 

SEeuK'i'AKY — Thonu\s  S.  Collier,  U.  S.  N.,  of  New  Loudon. 

TjiKASi'UKU — Charles  ]5.  Ware,  i-^scp,  of  New  London. 

xVmisoKV  CoMMrn-KK — Hon.  Charles  Augustus  Williams,  of 
New  London;  lion.  IJenjamin  Stark,  of  New  London;  Hon.  George 
F.  T'inker,  of  New  Loudon;  Charles  H.  Ware,  Esq.,  of  New  Lon- 
don; Hon.  Ralph  Wheeler,  of  New  Tjondon;  Judge  George  AV. 
Coddaril,  of  New  J^oud<m;  -lames  Allyn,  I'^sip,  of  Moutville;  Ixev. 
Charles  J.  Hill,  of  Stoniugtou;  lion,  liobert  Coit.  of  New  London; 
Hon.  William  A.  Slater,  of  Norwich;  Walter  Learned,  Fsip,  of  Nev" 
London;  Hon.  .lohn  T.  Wait,  of  Norwich;  Thomas  S.  Collier,  V. 
S. N.,  of  New  London;  Hon,  Frederick  Bill,  of  Grotou;  Frederick 
S.  Newcomb,  l''s(|.,  of  New    London;  Hon.  Richard  A.  Wheeler,  of 


Stouington;  John  ^IcGinley,  K.s<(.,  of  New  London;  Horace  Clift, 
Esq.,  of  Groton;  Major  Williuni  H.  H.  Comstock,  of  New  London; 
Dr.  Lewis  D.  Mason,  of  Brooklyn;  Hon.  II.  Wale.s  Lines,  of  Meri- 
den;  Dr.  Amos  Ijuwrence  jMasoii,  of  Jiostoji;  Jonatliun  'Irinnbiill, 
Esq.,  of  Norwich;  Hon.  Elisha  Palmer,  of  Montville;  Llishu  V. 
Daboll,  Esq.,  of  New  London. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  reported  the  publication  of  the 
second  part  of  the  Society's  "Records  and  Papers,"  and  the  satis- 
factory sale  of  the  same.  The  report  showed  that  about  200  co^jies 
of  the  tirst  number,  350  of  the  second,  and  a  few  copies  of  the  Ship- 
man  and  Bacon  Memorials,  with  200  copies  of  tlie  Mason  Statue 
History,  still  remained  on  hand,  'i'lie  committee  was  c(jntinued,  and 
ordered  to  print  annual,  and  if  possible,  semi-annual  numbers  of 
the  Society's  Records  and  l^apers. 

Messrs.  Thos.  S.  Collier,  I'^lisha  V.  I)al)oll  and  John  McGiuley, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  on  the 
death  of  members,  who  had  passed  away  since  the  last  annual 
meeting. 

Mrs.  Catherine  P.  Egj^leston  and  .Messrs.  Wolcotl  B.  ^lanwar- 
ing,  William  I5elclier,  R.  T.  Palmer,  .Ir.,  James  R.  Linsley  and 
Theodore  Bodenwein  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  P.  .loynt,  of  New  Lon- 
don; Gen.  W.  A.  Aiken  and  Messrs.  Adams  P.  Carroll,  B.  P. 
Learned  and  George  S.  Palmer,  of  Norwich,  and  W.il.  liurchard, 
iM.  1).,  of  Uiicasville,  were  elected  annual  members. 

Th-i  Committee  on  Oiittittim^  asked  a  continuance,  and  this 
was  granted. 

The  Secretary,  Thos.  S.  Collier,  then  read  an  original  paper 
on  "Early  Printing  in  New  England."' 

On  motion  of  ^Eajor  W.  H.  II.  Comstock,  a  vote  of  thanks  for 
his  interesting  piiper  was  given  yiv.  Collier,  and  he  was  asked  to 
furnish  the  ('(jmmittee  on  Printing  with  a  copy,  that  it  mi'.zht  be 
included  in  the  Society's  publications. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  new  rooms  of  the  Society 
would  bo  open  ever}'  Saturday  duriu'.^  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  and  ttiat  after  that  drJe,  he  hoped  to  have  them  open 
two  or  more  days  each  week.  .Icitalogue  of  the  Society's  Li- 
Inary  and  collections  would  be  made  as  soon  as  possilile,  and  the 
rooms  arranged  so  that  the  collections  would  be  of  use  tc  mem- 
bers, and  others  who  desired  to  visit  them.  The  Secretary  also  re- 
ported that  with  the  opening  of  the    rooms   a  new  interest  in  the 


Society  had  been  awakened,  contributioiiH  to  I  Ik;  f.ilx-n  y  hml  l>eftii 
promised,  and  tlie  work  of  the  Society  iiad  lieeii  comiuondod,  ;md 
help  in  various  directions,  sucli  as  tlie  f^'utherinj,' of  liistoricul  inci- 
dents, and  tlie  writing  of  papers  of  historical  import,  proffered. 
He  hoped  to  have  seveial  papers  read  hefore  the  Society  durinj^ 
the  Avinter 

Tlie  meeting  was  the  largest  for  many  years,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  several  of  the  lady  members  and  friends  of  the  S'^cioty 
made  this,  the  first  meeting  in  the  Society's  new  rooms,  one  of 
note  and  congratulation. 

Attest —  Thus.  S.  Collieh,  Secretary. 


Tin;  FIRST  ORGANIZFJ)  CHURCH 


NEW  LONDON  COUNTY. 


AN  HISTORICAL  STUDY, 


Hon.  RICHARD  A.  WHEELER. 


Head  before  the  New  London  Connly  Historical  Societv, 
at  its  Annual  Meeting,  Nov,  '2Gth,  1877. 


VJ.M 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH, 


The  object  of  this  papex-  is  to  show  so  far  as  1  have  heen  able 
to  leani,  when,  how  and  where  the  First  CMuirches  of  New  Ijoudon, 
Norwich  and  Stoninglon  were  organized,  or  known  to  exist  as 
such. 

The  liist  settlement  of  New  ljon(h)n,  tlien  known  as  Xanieaug 
oi'  Pecpiot,  was  connneneed  by  ^Nlr.  .John  Winthrop,  acting  lirst 
under  an  allowance,  a/id  afterwards  by  a  eonunission  from  the 
(Jeneral  Couit  ol' .^[assaehuselts  prioi'lo  and  during  tlie  year  lt>4(). 

The  INlassacliusetts  C'okjuy  tlaimcd  jurisdiction  of  the  phice 
as  their  })art  of  the  conquered  I'etjuot  territory. 

Tlie  l{ev.  Mr.  Thomas  Peters  desiring  to  join  the  settlement, 
was  ordeied  b}'  said  Court  to  assist  Mr.  Winthrop  for  the  better 
canying  on  of  ihe  work  of  the  plantation. 

About  tlie  same  time  William  Chesubromih,  then  living  in 
llehoboth,  JMymouth  Colony,  acting  under  the  advice  and  encour- 
jigciueiit  of  .^[r.  ^^'inthrol),  visited  J*e(]uot  with  a  view  of  nniking  it 
his  ])ernuinent  ]:)lace  of  al)ode.  but  linding  it  unsuitable  to  his  ex- 
])ectation,  decided  to  hjcate  himself  farther  east  at  Wequetequoc 
(now  .Stoningtoti.) 

^Ir.  l^etei's  did  not  long  remain  in  the  new  settlement,  for 
during  the  summer  of  11)4(1  he  receivetl  a  summons  from  his  old 
Hock  at  Cornwall,  England,  to  return  homo  and  lenew  his  pastoral 
relations  with  tliem.  In  the  early  autumn  of  that  year  he  bid 
adieu  to  I'tcjuot,  and  sailed  for  England  in  Ni)vend)er  following. 

As  soon  as  the  (ieneral  Court  of  Connei-ticut  became  aware  of 
]\Ir.  W'inthrop's  settlement  at  Peijuot,  they  laid  claim  to  the  juris- 
dictioii  of  the  i)lace  by  virtue  of  their  rntent  from  the  Iving.  In 
view  thereof  [Massachusetts  reasserted  her  claim  and  the  matter 
was  r(;feired  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Tuited  Colonies  in  l(l-l(>, 
wiio  decided  in  favor  of  ('onnecticut . 

^\'llen  William  Chesebrough  brought  his  family  to  Wequete- 
cjuoc  in  the  fall  of  l()4it   the    Connecticut  Cieneral  Court  gave  him 


to  uiulerstfind  in  a  smnmary  wiiy  that  they  disapproved  of  his 
sottlciiiont  tliero,  claiiniug  jurisdiction,  wliich  lie  aekno\vled^<;d, 
and  after  stating  to  them  tliat  he  had  been  influenced  hy  Mr. 
Winthrop  in  settling  down  at  \\'^e([uete(iuo(;,  tlie  (General  Court  in 
1(151,  consented  tor  Mr.  CMiesebrough  to  remain  at  Wftjueteijuoc 
on  condition  that  he  would  gather  around  him  a  considerahle 
number  of  acceptable  persons,  tliat  would  "engage  for  the  plant- 
ing of  the  place,"  to  all  of  which  he  assented. 

In  September  of  that  year  he  inaile  application  to  the^ieneral 
Court  for  the  confirmation  of  the  title  to  the  lands  he  then  claimed 
at  Wequetequoc,  and  after  consulting  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Winthrop, 
and  the  Deputies  of  Pequot  then  in  attendance  at  Court,  he  made 
an  arrangement  and  agreement  with  them  by  which  it  was  mutu- 
ally understood  and  agreed  that  if  I\lr.  Clu-sebrough  would  place 
himself  on  a  footing  with  the  inhabitants  of  Pequot,  that  town 
would  confirm  to  him  the  title  to  said  lauds  by  virtue  of  a  grant 
thereof. 

The  town  of  Pequot  carried  out  this  agreement  with  ^Fr. 
Chesebrough,  and  he  exerted  himself  to  his  utmost  to  induce  men 
of  character  and  iutlueuce  to  settle  around  him,  and  thereby  re- 
deem his  pledge  to  the  General  Court,  and  so  well  did  he  succeed 
that  before  the  spring  season  of  ICi^i  he  was  joined  by  some  of 
the  most  respec^table  and  influential  men  of  his  time,  such  as 
Thomas  Stanton,  the  Interpreter  (Jeneral  of  New  England,  Cap- 
tain George  Deuison  (  with  the  exception  of  Major  John  !\[ason), 
the  most  distinguished  soldier  of  the  Colony,  \\'alter  Palmer,  an 
old  neighbor  of  ^Iv.  Chesebrough  in  Rehoboth,  Capt.  John  (lallup, 
a  famous  Indian  warrior,  who  fell  at  the  great  swamp  tight  in 
llhode  Island  in  1(!75,  and  Thomas  Miner,  a  man  prominent  in  all 
the  relations  of  life. 

Others  soon  followed  with  their  families  and  became  perma- 
nent reidents.  There  was  no  place  of  worshiii  for  them  at  that 
time  nearer  than  at  Pequot,  and  there  being  no  roads  nnd  two 
rivers  to  cross  made  it  well  nigh  impossible  for  them  to  attend 
there. 

So  in  1()5I:  they  applied  to  the  General  Court,  asking  to  be  in- 
corporated as  a  town  by  the  name  ol'  INEystic  and  Pawcatuck.  No 
sooner  made  than  their  application  was  resisted  by  a  majority  of 
the  Pequot  planters,  and  a  stormy  contest  followed  that  involved 
not  only  the  town  of  Pec^uot  and  the  (leneral  Court,  but  the 
church  and  minister  of  the  Pequot  plantation. 
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After  the  (Icparture  of  Mr.  Peters  iii^ui  re(iiiot  in  UlUl,  no 
particular  clVorts  were  made  tu  obtaiu  aiiotlier  ininistei-  uiilil  H>4'.» 
and  1()5{)  wlieii  a  coiinnittee  was  aijpoiiited  \>y  the  tcjwn  to  procure 
a  minister. 

Tliis  committee  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Rev.  I'ichard 
IMiiHUiin,  of  (iloucester,  l\[ass  ,  wlio  after  prayerful  consideiation 
acce})ted  the  call,  and  came  to  Pecjuot  during'  the  year  H'i.tO. 

In  October  of  the  same  year  the  town  grunted  ^fr.  lilinman  a 
lot  of  land,  and  voted  him  a  salary  of  sixty  pounds  per  annum, 
which  was  afterwards  liberally  enlarged. 

In  December  following  they  granted  him  a  house  lot  of  six 
aciea,  and  sul)sequently  built  him  a  dwelling  house  thereon. 

Previous  to  this  time  no  meeting-house  had  been  erected  at 
Pequot  for  public  religious  worship. 

All  meetings  of  that  character  had  been  held  in  the  rude 
cabins  of  the  planteVs. 

In  August  of  ICi.^O  and  after  ]\[r.  i>liiiinan  had  consented  to 
become  their  settled  minister,  the  town  ])urchased  a  barn  of  Mr. 
Robert  Park  and  litteil  it  up  for  a  meeting-hou.se,  and  subse- 
quently during  the  years  of  l(!5-2-3-4-5  a  new  meeting-liouse  was 
erected  at  Pe(|uot. 

^h\  Blinman  was  a  native  of  England,  and  a  minister  of 
Chepstow,  ^[onmouthshire.  He  came  to  "Xew  England  with  sev- 
eral Welsh  gentlemen  of  good  note,  by  the  invitation  of  ^Ir. 
Edward  Wiuslow,  of  Plymouth,  and  came  to  that  place  before 
KMO. 

Mr.  P>linman  and  several  of  his  friends  were  propounded  for 
freemanship  by  the  General  Court  of  Plymouth  Afarch  2d,  1()41, 
and  soon  iifter,  acting  under  the  advice  and  influence  of  'Sir. 
Winslow,  settled  near  him  at  (Jreen  Harbor,  (now  Atarshfield), 
Alass.  Dissensions  soon  arose,  the  nature  and  extent  of  which  is 
not  certainly  known,  but  sufiftciently  serious  to  cause  Mr.  Blinman 
and  his  old  friends  to  leave  the  place,  and  cross  the  bay  and  lix 
their  residence  at  Cloucester,  formerly  known  as  Cape  Ann. 
There  Air.  Blinman  and  his  Welsh  friends,  joined  by  a  few  other.s, 
united  in  forming  a  church  in  1042,  and  there  he  continued  to 
labor  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  until  1()49. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  his  ministry  in  Gloucester,  .Mass., 
i\[r.  Blinman  met  with  serious  opposition  from  parties  inside  and 
outside  of  the  Church,  which  served  to  endear  him  to  his  long 
time  friends,  so  that  when  he  received  the  call  tiom  Peijuot  and 
had  decided  to  accept  it,  they  made  up  their  minds  to  go  with  hin< 
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and  share  his  fortunes.  They  were  most  welcome  in  their  new- 
home.  The  town  granted  each  of  them  a  liome  hjt,  besides  other 
accommodations  in  various  ways. 

For  the  first  I  wo  (;i'  tliri;e  years  of  ^Iv.  JiHnmiiii's  hihois  in 
Pecj^uot  everything  })roniiscd  a  long  and  successful  njini>>try. 

Unfortiiiuitoly  lie  became  involved  in  the  conlroveisy  relative 
to  the  hew  township  of  Mystic  and  I'awcatuck.  At  first  he  favored 
the  project;  afterwards  he  opposed  it,  which  alienated  his  Iriend.i 
at  ^lystic  and  I'awcatuck.  Inloie  the  contest  had  reached  its 
lujight  a  town  nieetini:,-  was  warned  and  lield  at  I'ecjuot  for  the 
purpose  of  conciliation  and  an  amicable  settlement  (>\'  their  ti^u- 
bles.  This  moetin,!;' was  held  August  '2S,  l<i.")4,  and  resulted  in  tlie 
ai)pointment  of  four  from  Pecpiot  and  three  from  ^Fystic  and  Paw- 
catuck  "to  debate,  reason  and  conclude  whether  .Mystic  and  Paw- 
catuck  should  be  a  town,  aJid  ujjou  what  terms,  and  to  (U'termine 
the  case  in  no  other  way,  hut  in  a  way  of  love  and  veason,  and  not 
by  vote.''  j\Ir.  W'inthrop,  (ioodmaii  Caullvins,  < 'ar^'  Latham  and 
(Jooduum  lOlderkin  represented  PtHpiol.  Mr.  Ivobeit  Park,  (iood- 
man  Chesebrough  and  ('apt  (ieorg*;  Denison  re[)resen»ed  ^lystic 
and  Pawcatuck.  There  is  no  record  of  the  labors  of  this  cuiumit- 
tee,  Itut  Irom  subsctjent  events,  it  aj^pears  that  they  failed  to  agree. 

^Ir.  Plinnum's  course  relative  to  the  matter  was  severely  cen- 
sured by  ( 'apt.  Denison  and  Thomas  INfiner,  and  high  Avords  passed 
between  them.  The  (ieneial  Couit  did  not  tak(;  deci.sive  measures 
at  lirst,  and  in  KlfjCi  ordered  that  the  majoiity  of  the  town  of  Pe- 
(juot  shoxild  ih'cide  whether  tlui  chaige  of  the  ministry  at  I'eijuot 
and  I'awcatuck  should  lie  a  joint  charge,  or  each  party  pay  for 
their  own  |ii-eaching. 

This  action  of  tlie  Court  did  not  suit  the  planters  at  Mystic 
and  Pawcalutdc.  They  were  in  a  minority,  and  of  course  were 
subject  to  the  will  of  the  majority,  who  decided  that  the  planters 
at  ]\rystic  mid  I'awcatuck  sliouM  ]iay  their  rates  to  Mr.  Hlinnjan, 
and  a])|u;aled  to  the  Couilr  to  tiiforcf'  the  |iayment  thereof. 

'J'he  Court  by  an  order  passed  in  May,  liWlT,  directed  them  to 
jiay  Mr  IJlinman  what  they  owed  him,  and  ajipointed  a  committee 
consisting  of  ^Iv.  Wintliro[>,  ]\l;ijor  Vinson,  C;i|)t.  Callick  and  Mr. 
Allvn,  to  issue  matters  between  the  inhal)ilants  of  I'etjuot,  ^lystic 
and  Pawcatuck,  if  they  coidd,  or  else  make  a  return  how  they 
leave  tilings. 

This  committfe  met  at  Peepiot  July  Stli,  Ii*».t7,  tor  the  purpose 
of  consi(h'ring  the  matters  in  dispute. 
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AVImt  tliey  saiil  or  did  does  not  iipijear  of  record,  nor  if*  it 
known  wliiit  tlioir  liiidin<,'H  wore,  but  \vliatcv(!r  tlioy  were,  ins'eiid 
of  r(!Conciling  the  puities  in  interest,  served  to  intensif}'  the 
controversy. 

]\Ir.  liiinniiin's  rules  wore  not  piiid,  and  he  gave  up  liis  occa- 
sional services  at  ^Mystic  and  Pawcaluck. 

Peiidinfi^  this  controversy  the  iNfassachusetts  frcneral  Court 
chiimed  the  proposed  new  towuship  of  Mystic  and  Pawcatuck  as 
behjuging  to  tlial  CoU)ny,  on  account  uf  their  participation  in  the 
Pequot  war. 

The  matter  of  jurisdiction  as  between  the  Colonies  of  Con- 
necticut and  Massachusetts  was  referred  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  United  Colonies  for  adjudication  and  award,  who  after  due  con- 
sideration decided  in  June,  1(558,  that  ^lystic  and  Pawcatuck  be- 
longed to  ]\lassaclu;setts,  and  was  by  the  General  Court  of  that 
Colon}'  incorporatetl  under  the  name  of  Southertown. 

Before  the  consummation  of  tluit  event  j\[r.  Plinman's  pastor- 
ate had  ceased  to  be  by  his  own  act,  for  on  the  20th  day  of  .Janu- 
ary, 1058,  he  gave  notice  that  "he  would  be  gone,''  and  weut  to 
New  Haven  the  same  week;  and  during  January  and  February 
three  meetings  were  held  at  Pequot  to  reconcile  matters  between 
the  inhabitants  of  that  town  and  those  of  ^Mystic  and  Pawcatuck, 
hut  all  were  of  no  avail  as  subsequent  events  plainly  show. 

8o  far  no  mention  is  made  of  a  Church  in  the  town  meeting 
records  of  Pe(|iiot  or  those  of  the  Connecticut  General  Court. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  town  of  I*et|uot  held  a  meet- 
ing on  the  28th  day  of  August,  Kifji,  wherein  conciliatory  meas- 
ures Avere  adopted.  In  the  evening  of  that  day  a  meeting  of  the 
Church  was  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  (Joodman  Caulkins  in 
Pequot.  The  record  of  that  meeting  was  made  by  Thomas  Miner 
in  his  diary,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.:  "I  was  sent  for  at  Pequot  for 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  ('hurch,  and  at  evening  the  major  part  met 
at  Goodman  Caulkins'  house,  namely:  Mr.  Hlinman,  Mr.  Hrueu, 
Goodman  INlorgan,  Goodman  Caulkins,  llalph  Parker,  Goodman 
Lester,  Goodman  Coit,  Hugh  Koberts,  Capt.  Denison  and  Good- 
man Chesebrough  and  Thomas  Miner  being  there.  All  these  took 
satisfaction  in  my  acknowledging  the  height  of  my  spirit;  secondly, 
in  that  I  saw  my  evil  in  my  sudden  and  rash  sj)eaking  to  Mr.  Hlin- 
man, and  with  all  this  was  acknowledgment  on  the  Church's  part 
that  1  was  wronged;  so  all  was  passed  by  on  my  side  and  the 
Church's,  with  promise  on  both  parts — as  that,  all  former  otTences 
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should  1)0  Inuic'd,  ancl  uovcr  more  to  be  agitated;  so  desiiiii'^  the 
jjiiiyers,  each  for  tlie  otlier,  we  parted  from  timt  meeting  August 
28th,  1C.54." 

I  have  briefly  sketched  the  early  histoiy  of  New  London,  for 
the  purpose  of  nliowing  the  nature  of  tlie  controversy  between 
^Nir.  l)linnian  and  Mr.  i\Iiuer,  which  led  to  the  (.'hurcli  meeting  at 
Mr.  Caulkins'  house. 

Cai)t.  Denison,  who  was  present,  subsequently  uKsailed  ^fr. 
Blinman  for  preaching  for  I'awcatuck  and  Mystic,  being  a  town 
before  he  sold  his  land  there,  which  olleusive  remark  he  afterwards 
retracted  before  the  (Jeneral  (.'ourt. 

There  was  a  wide  ditierence  between  a  minister  of  a  town, 
and  the  pastor  of  a  church,  and  no  one  understood  this  difference 
better  than  Thomas  ]Miuer.  He  had  been  counected  with  the 
Charlestown  and  llingham  churches  and  was  familiar  with  their 
proceedings. 

Ministers  of  towns  never  administered  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  But  IMr.  Miner  records  the  fact  of  the  sacraments 
being  administered  July  hth,  1G55,  and  afterwards,  before  the  new 
town  controversy  had  alienated  him  and  others  from  the  members 
at  Pequot. 

After  the  Charter  of  1()()2  had  brought  Southertown  alias 
jNIystic  and  Pawcatuck  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Miner  became  reconciled  to  the  Church  at  New  London  again, 
but  attended  meetings  there  only  occasionally,  as  he  was  then  in- 
terested in  the  meetings  at  Stouington. 

During  the  year  IGG'J  ]\Ir.  Miner  makes  this  entry  in  his  diary 
June  80th,  saying  "that  I  was  at  New  Loudon  and  had  testimony 
from  the  Chvirch  for  me  and  ni}'  wife  being  owned  to  be  under 
their  watch.''  His  testimony  was  given  to  him  in  writing  and  is  re- 
corded in  his  diary  and  is  as  follows,  viz.:  "These  are  to  signify  to 
all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  we  whose  names  are  underwritten, 
being  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  New  London,  do  own 
Thomas  Miner  and  his  wife  members  with  us,  and  under  our  care 
and  watch,  and  they  do  live  for  aught  we  know  or  hear  as  become 
Christians." 

J.\>tES  AVEUY, 

William  Douglass, 
In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Church 
New  London,  June  30th,  ItiGO. 
Mr.  Bradstreet's  records  of  the    first  Church  of  New  London 


17 


coniliiences  Oct()1)er  5tli,  1070,  wliiclj,  aocordinf,'  to  Truinljull's 
history  of  Coiiiiecticut,  was  tlio  day  of  liis  ordination;  Ijiit  I'ljoniaa 
Miner  in  his  diuiy  simply  says  that  Mr.  Hradstreet  was  ordained 
October  1st,  1(570. 

Previous  to  (liis  'Mr.  Miner  says  under  date  of  July  27th, 
1070,  "that  I  and  my  wife  w(;re  at  New  liondon,  and  Cioodinan 
Royce  and  (loodman  Houj^di  were  received  into  the  (.'Imrch  there.'' 

Who  will  say,  in  view  of  these  diary  recf)rds  of  ^Fr.  ^Finer, 
that  uo  church  existed  in  New  London  before  October  1st,  l(;7(i; 
and  further,  ^NFr.  IJlinnian  after  he  left  New  London  and  in  contem- 
plation of  his  return  back  to  lOugland  in  1(151),  sold  his  house  and 
lot  at  New  London  to  William  Addis,  and  his  farm  at  Harbor's 
Mouth  to  John  Tinker.  Fn  these  deeds  the  form  used  is  "I,  llich- 
ard  Blininan,  late  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  New  Lon- 
don." As  early  as  1(!54  ]\Fr.  Obadiah  Bruen,  one  of  the  mosti)rom- 
inent  men  of  Pecpiot,  and  Town  Clerk  at  the  time,  in  a  written 
memorandum  speaks  of  Mr.  Blinman  as  "I'astor  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  at  Pequot,''  kc. 

Mv.  Blinman  was  an  educated  man,  and  an  ordained  minister 
of  the  Protestant  Church  of  England,  a  Puritan  of  the  straightest 
sect,  and  knew  beyond  the  i)0ssibility  of  a  doubt  the  dilVerence 
between  the  minister  of  a  town  and  the  pastor  of  a  Church. 

'i'hus  we  have  testimony  of  ^Ir.  Blinman,  ^Nfr.  Bruen,  ^Fr. 
Miner,  ]\Fr.  Douj^^ass  and  Capt.  James  Avery,  that  a  Church  ex- 
isted in  New  London  liefore  1070,  and  we  may  add  Mr.  Brad- 
street's  lirst  record  in  proof,  lor  he  uses  the  simple  caption  'OFem- 
bers  of  the  Church,"  not  the  persons  v^ho  began  the  Church,  or 
were  embodied  in  the  orL;,anizati(ni  of  the  Church. 

Cdiisidering  the  cliaractei'  of  the  men  whose  records  and 
statements  in  writing  1  have  introduced,  and  their  opportunities 
for  knowing  whereof  they  testify,  must  convince  every  candid 
mind  that  a  tUiurch  existed  in  Pet^uot  in  l('>r)4  and  doubtk-ss  be- 
fore, because  Thomas  i\Finer  in  his  diary  record  of  the  Church 
meeting  of  IOd  I  speaks  of  former  otlences  being  considered  and 
settled,  referring  to  some  difllculty  in  the  (^hurch  before  that  time. 

The  first  Church   of  Norwich    consisted    of  a    niajority  of  the 

first  C'hurch  of  Saybrook  organized  in  1040,  who  with  their 

minister,  the  Bev.  James  Fitch,  came  to  Norwich  as  the  first  plan- 
ters thereof  in  1000.  They  continued  their  Sabbath  servicer  iu 
the  new  settlement  precisely  as  when  at  home  in  Saybrouk.  Tin's 
emigration  weakened   the   Saybrook   Church,  but  did  not  discour- 
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age  und  loave  it  dosoliitc.  Foi-  as  (-urly  as  lOGl  tlioy  engaged  tlic- 
Ik'V.  -leroiuiali  Vcck,  of  fJuilford,  Coiju.,  to  supi^ly  tlioir  pulijit. 
His  services  were  not  acc('i)tal)le,  and  a  controversy  arose  l>ot\veen 
liini  and  the  Church,  Avliich   resulted    in    Lis    leaving  them,  June 

aotii,  Kiiifx 

in  I'^ehruary  following  the  town  hired  Mr.  Thomas  Bucking- 
ham to  sui)i)ly  the  puli)it,  who  came  and  preached  for  tliem  as  a 
supply  until  the  spring  of  lOTD,  when  he  was  ordained  over  the 
('hurch. 

iMom  that  time  forward  the  Old  Sayhrook  Churr;h  hiis  had  an 
uninterrupted  and  successful  career.  Unfortunately  all  her  rec- 
ords before  17;}2  are  lost. 

The  records  of  the  Norwich  Chiirch  for  a  numher  of  years 
cannot  be  foumh  Ihit  all  the  authorities  concur  in  saying  that 
the  Church  should  take  its  date  from  the  year  of  the  settlement 
of  that  town,  viz.,  lOliO.  For  no  sooner  were  :\rr.  Fitch  ajid  his 
l>rethren  located  there,  than  they  conunenced  and  continued  wor- 
ship as  a  Church. 

The  general  association  of  the  Congregational  Churches  of 
Connecticut  regards  this  Church  as  being  organized  in  iC.iiO,  imd 
it  will  be  so  found  and  stated  in  the  statistics  tliereof. 

Now  let  us  apply  the  rule  recognized  and  established  l.y  the 
Association  and  other  authorities  relative  to  the  Church  of' Nor- 
wich to  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  that  stand  connected  with 
the  organization  of  the  first  Church  of  New  London. 

First,  all  the  authorities  concur  in  saying  that  Mr.  Blinman 
came  to  this  country  from  Steptow,  ^Monmouthshire,  England,  be- 
fore KUO,  That  there  came  with  him  a  numl)er  of  gentlemen  of 
good  note  with  their  families,  and  nearly  all  of  them  accompanied 
him  to  riymouth  that  year.  Hut  after  a  short  stay  they  removed 
to  (ireen  Harbor,  now  Marshtield.  But  they  were  not  contented 
there,  nor  could  they  agree  with  the  planters  who  had  preceded 
them.  So  they  crossed  the  ]5ay  to  Cape  Ann,  now  Gloucester,  and 
pitched  their  tents  in  that  place  in  KUl.  During  the  vear  of  KU-J, 
joined  by  a  few  of  the  previous  i)lanters  of  Cape  Ann  they  organ- 
ized themselves  into  a  Church  with  :\Ir.  Blinman  for  their  minis- 
ter. At  first  all  was  harmonious,  but  in  a  few  years  dissensions 
arose  in  the  Church,  and  out  of  it,  caused  mainly  l)y  their  new 
friends,  and  Mr.  Blinman  was  most  unkindly  treated  l>y  them,  ind 
when  the  call  from  Pequot  came  tu  Mr.  I'.linman  he  was  not  long 
in  accei>ting  it. 
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ITis  old  frionds  wlio  had  hccu  with  liirii  fit  Plyii.oMtli  and 
(lirecn  Jfiirhor  decided  to  tro  with  him  and  Hharo  liis  fortunes.  So 
they,  a  majority  ni'  the;  th(!n  (!!liurclt  of  (jlouc(;sLei-,  after  dispoHJug 
of  their  homesti.'ads,  foHowcd  ^Fr.  lilinmaii  to  l*(M|uot  in  the  early 
spring  of  Kif)!. 

Mr.  ])linnian  and  Ihdph  Parker  j)rece(h'd  theiu  aiid  eaine  in 
tlie  fall  of  1()50.  So  during  the  sununer  of  )(i.")l  .Mr.  lilinman,  with 
his  (iloueeKter  (Miureh  friends  and  friends  at  N'ew  liOndoii,  assem- 
bled for  public  worship)  in  Mr    Kolxut   L'ark's  barn  meetinj^  Iu)use, 

".Viut  the  souudiiig  aislerf  of  tin:  (liiu  wuods  liinj^ 
With  tli<ir  liyiuLK  of  loft}'  clitt-r." 

So  Ijeyond  all  controversy  when  the  niajoiity  of  tlie  members 
of  the  (Uoucester  Church  of  1()42  under  their  rej^ular  iu^talled 
pastoi",  in  unison  with  other  Church  members,  assend)led  for  pub- 
lic worship  in  New  Ijondon  in  1(151,  taken  in  conuection  with  all 
the  facts,  precedent  and  subsecpient  thereto  lelatiny,  is  the  time 
when  the  lirst  Church  of  New  Tjondon  was  established  there;. 

facts  and  circumstances  of  almost  the  same  ciiarader  and 
conditions  stand  conuected  with  the  first  Church  uf  Norwich, 
Conn.,  as  those  incidental  to  the  lirst  Church  of  New  Lomhrn,  and 
serve  to  establiyh  its  existence  there  in  IGGO.  The  tirst  Church  at 
Sayl>rook  survived  the  migration  to  Norwich,  and  the  first  Church 
of  (iloucester  survived  the  migration  to  New  London.  J>ut  the 
Cliuich  at  (iloucester  was  more  reduced  thereby  than  the  Sityl>rook 
Church.  Th(;  remnant  of  the  (Ik)ucester  Church  employeil  ^Ir. 
AVilliam  Perkins  to  succeed  Mr.  IJlinman  as  a  laljorer  in  spiritual 
thiiigs,  though  it  is  not  known  that  he  was  ever  set  apart  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry  by  ordination,  ur  that  he  was  recognized  l»y 
the  ministers  of  his  time  as  a  fellow  laborer  in  their  calling,  lie 
was  in  (ihnicester  from  ItifiO  to  Itif);"),  when  he  removed  to  Top.s- 
lield,  ]Mass. 

Mr.  Habson,  the  historian  of  (Uoucester,  in  a  recent  h-tter 
says  "that  the  removal  uf  .Mr.  Blinmau  and  las  friends  to  New  Lon- 
don left  the  Church  very  weak,  and  no  minister  was  regularly  or- 
dained over  it  till  the  settlement  of  the  Ivev.  John  Emersem  in 
IT)!)!.  A  regular  nuccession  of  pastors  taugiit  the  ancient  faith 
till  183-i,  when  a  Unitarian  clergyman  was  settled,  which  occa- 
sioned the  secession  of  the  orthodox  members  of  tiie  Church  and 
Society." 

It  shoidd  lie  stated  that  ^Ir.  Jilinman's  church  at  Cloucester 
did  not  bear  so  large  a  })ropt)rtion  to  the  previous  settlers  there  as 
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they  (lid  at  re<|uot,  nor  did  iNIr.  I'ilcli'.s  cliuicli  eijiljraco  ull  of  tlie 
first  planters  at  Norwich. 

The  first  Church  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  was  formed  at  Plyi/iouth, 
Knghmd,  in  IGIJO,  when  they  were  preparing,'  to  embark  Toj-  New 
Knghiud;  and  came  over  tlie  Atlantic  and  settled  together  ;it  Dor- 
chester, IMass. 

In  K'y'Ab  the  majority  of  this  Clmrcli  removed  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  trans2)lanted  their  ('hurch  in  that  place. 

The  remnant  tliat  remained  at  Dorchester  convened  a  rouncil 
April  11th,  HuU),  to  reconstruct  tlie  Churdi,  but  the  council  de- 
ferred the  matter  till  August  '2'2d  of  that  year,  when  a  new  (.'hurch 
was  organized,  and  a  covenant  subscriljed  to  by  seven  individuals 
was  adopted. 

So  the  Windsor  CHuirch  dates  its  oiganizatiou  at  1(530,  though 
twice  transplanted,  hence  our  beautiful  State  motto  : — 
"He  who  transplanted  still  sustains.'' 
The  first  Church  of  INIilford,  Conn.,  wasfoimed  in  New  Haven 
August  22d,  IG'M),  where  the  members  lived  at  that  time,  but  soon 
after  its  organization  they  removed  to  j\[ilford,  where  they  contin- 
ued their  worship  without  regard  to  their  clninge  of  residence. 

In  IMarch,  l(tr)8,  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut  passed  an 
"Act  that  henceforth  no  persons  in  this  juiisdiction  shall  in  any 
Avay  embody  themselves  into  Church  estate  without  the  consent  of 
the  (leneral  Court,  and  appiobation  of  the  neighboiing churches," 
and  the  colonial  records  of  Connecticut  have  been  searched  in 
vain  to  lind  the  consent  of  the  General  Court,  either  asked  for  or 
given  to  any  one  for  the  organization  of  a  Church  at  New  London 
or  Norwich,  either  prior  to,  or  subsetpient  to  the  date  of  said  Act 
ol  1C)58.  So  it  ai)pears  beyond  all  doubt  that  no  Church  was 
lormed  by  ^fr.  Fitch  and  liis  friends  when  they  settled  Norwich  in 
1  (itiO,  nor  at  New  r,ondon  when  'Sir.  liradstieet  was  ordained  in 
1(!7().  Had  ^Ir.  Fitch  or  ^Mr.  Hradstieet  attempted  to  have  organ- 
ized a  Church  either  at  Norwich  or  New  London,  after  the  passage 
(if  said  .\ct,  the  General  Court  would  have  thundered  their  anath- 
emas against  them,  and  the  colonial  records  would  have  contained 
their  proc^eedings  chapter  and  verse. 

In  October,  liefore  ^Ir.  Blinman  left  I'equot,  the  planters  of 
Mystic  and  I'awcatuck  becanje  so  exasperated  at  the  town  of  Pe- 
cpiot  and  the  (reiieral  Court  of  Connecticut  on  account  iif  their  de- 
termined and  continued  opposition  to  their  new  town  project,  that 
they  preferred  a  petition  to    the   General   Court  of  Massachusetts 
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setting  forth  that  tliey  had  several  ^Miints  of  hind  l>in^'  on  the 
eawt  bide  of  Peciuot  river,  which  tliey  had  received  from  the  Col- 
ony of  (,'onnecticut,  whicli  was  concjuered  refjuot  land,  the  juris- 
(Hctioii  of  wliioh  rij,'htfuily  belonged  to  Massachusetts  under  the 
decision  of  the  coininis.sioners  of  the  United  (Jc^Ionies  in  1';;<>-T, 
and  asking  from  them  a  confirmation  of  their  title  to  such  grants, 
and  also  to  be  accepted  under  their  government,  with  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  a  township,  having  already  a  ])lantation  of  aliout 
twenty  families.  The  Massachusetts  (ieneial  Court  did  not  reply 
to  them  directly,  but  sent  a  letter  to  the  General  Court  of  Con- 
necticut, asserting  jurisdiction,  and  requesting  them  not  to  exer- 
cise authority  over,  nor  to  be  grievous  to,  said  })hinters;  and  that 
in  due  time  the  question  of  jurisdiction  couhl  be  brought  before 
the  commissioners  of  the  United  ('olonies.  After  Mr.  BHnman  left 
Pequot  in  .January,  1()58,  it  will  be  remembered  that  several  meet- 
ings were  held  there  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  ditliculties 
into  which  the  new  town  controversy  had  drawn  them.  Tliese 
meetings  were  not  productive  of  any  good  results,  and  left  matters 
worse  oil'  than  they  found  them. 

On  the  15th  day  of  jMay,  1()5S,  a  Church  meeting  was  held  at 
Pequot,  for  what  particular  purpose  does  nut  a})peur.  But  having 
been  convened,  at  a  time  when  the  Mystic  and  Pawcatiick  jjlanters 
were  doing  their  utmost  to  break  away,  not  only  from  the  Church, 
but  from  the  town  and  colony,  it  doubtless  had  some  reference  to, 
or  was  in  some  way  connected  with  it. 

The  leaders  of  the  new  town  enterprise  were  resolute  and  de- 
termined men.  Not  sutistied  with  the  answer  given  to  their  peti- 
tion of  October,  KiGT,  by  the  Ceneial  Court  of  ^lassachus^etts, 
they  luefeired  another  petition  to  that  Court  in  May,  1()58,  in 
which  they  urged  every  possible  consideration  for  a  new  town. 
They  asserted  that  their  plantation  was  settled  by  Gov.  "Wiuthrop 
under  a  commission  from  the  ^lassachusetts  Court  in  l(»4i(. 

Thoutih  the  Connecticut  Colony  asserted  jurisdicti"n  in  1050, 
which  they  lor  the  time  acknowledged,  yet  they  considered  that 
^Massachusetts  had  the  better  title,  and  implored  the  Court  to  grant 
them  the  liljerty  of  a  township,  and  the  privileges  thereof,  with 
confirmation  of  their  lands  then  in  possession,  and  previously 
granted  them  by  the  C&neral  Court  of  Connecticut  and  l)y  the 
town  of  Pequot. 

To  that  petition  the  ^lassachsetts  Court  rei)lied  under  date  of 
.lune  ;}d,  Ki.lS,   (wliicli  after  noting    the  fact  that  the   Court  had 
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iiiiult!  no  iiu>\ver  U)  llioir  proviouH  petition,)  tlu-y  (•oncludf-cl  l)y  Hay- 
in^'  thiit  they  wuulil  foibeur  fiirtlicr  jn'ti(»n  in  the  preniises  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Coiniuishioneis  of  llie  United  Odonics. 

^IciUitinie  Ihcy  iulni(jni.sh(.Ml  the  j)etiti<jner.s  to  carry  tlieni.s(;lveH 
and  order  their  iilViiirs  })euee;d)ly,  and  l)y  conimou  ii;,'re(  inent  till 
the  cdniiui.ssioners  .should  meet,  \vhii;h  would  l)e  in  Seiite-nlx-r  fol- 
lowiuy.  Aotinj^'  upon  this  suj^gestiou  the  j^hmters  ut  My.stic  and 
I'uwcatuck  entered  into  u  combination,  and  formed  what  they 
styled  "The  association  of  I'awcat  iick  peoi)le,"  which  in  hhort  was 
nothing"  more  nor  less  than  a  S(juatter  sovei'eignty  township,  to 
which  they  jjromised  due  allef^iance  and  i)ledLre<l  themselves  to 
del'end  it  with  their  persons  and  estates,  according;  to  the  rules  of 
righteousness;  and  when  adopted,  by  virtue  thereof,  thoy  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  decide  all  causes  and  punish  all  crimes. 

During  Septeml)er  following  the  commissioners  met  at  Boston 
and  this  matter  of  jurisdiction  came  beft'i'e  them  by  the  consent  of 
both  colonies;  which  after  a  number  of  pleas  pro  and  con,  they 
decided  in  favor  of  Massachusetts,  and  held  that  all  of  the  con- 
quered Pecpiot  territory  east  of  Mystic  Itiver  rightfully  belonged 
to  the  ^fassachusetts  Colony. 

In  October,  1(158,  the  [Massachusetts  (.'ourt  "  judLred  meet  to 
grant  that  the  English  plantation  between  .Mystic  and  I'awc:ituck 
be  named  Southertown,  and  to  belong  to  the  County  of  Suffolk;" 
and  then  ordered  that  the  prudential  atfairs  thereoC  should  be 
managed  by  a  number  of  townsmen,  "  until  the  Court  takes  fur- 
ther" order,  and  then  appointed  three  Commissioners  to  end 
small  causes,  and  to  deal  in  criminal  mailers;  also  ap[K)int(.'d  a 
Constable  and  Clerk  of  the  writs.  So  the  planters  of  ^Mystic  and 
Pawcatuck  after  more  than  four  years  of  unwearied  labor,  fruitful 
■of  controversies  and  alienations  in  Church  and  State,  linally  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  grant  of  a  township. 

They  immediately  abandoned  their  articles  of  association,  and 
placed  themselves  under  the  goveVnment  of  ^Massachusetts.  A 
njajority  of  the  planters  favoretl  the  [Massachusetts  alliance.  The 
minority  favored  the  Connecticut  authorities.  This  ditVerence  of 
opinion  led  to  serious  difficulties  among  themselves,  ;^^asslchu- 
setts  did  not  confirm  the  Connecticut  and  Pequot  grants.  They 
had  axes  of  their  own  to  grind,  and  granted  hinds  to  their  own 
friends  and  institutions. 

Southertown  as  bounded  out  under  an  order  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts  Court,  extended   east  from   Mystic  l\iver  to  Wecapaug 
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brook  soino  four  miles  east  of  I'iiweatuclv  live-r,  and    noilliward  as 
fur  us  Lauterii  Hill  on  tlit;  west,  and   Ashaway  river  on  the  (-ast. 

Tlic  llrst  grant  of  ^fassaclmsc^tts  in  HIoS  waK  a  <,'ift  of  a  L-u  <^'e 
trncl  of  land  at  A\'atcli  Hill  to  Harvard  ('olle;(c,  ami  sidjseciuently 
they  gi'aiited  to  tlieir  Hoston  fiien<ls  almost,  the  entile  west  half 
of  the  pr(>sent  town  of  Westerly.  They  also  ;.;ranted  neaily  one- 
half  of  the  i)resent  town  of  Stonin^ton  to  parties  in  and  about 
Boston,  coverinu,-  the  lands  i^Manted  hy  the  ( lonncetieiit  autliontie.s 
to  Thomas  Stant^>n,  Thomas  Shaw,  ^\'i]Iiam  Chesehrough  and  the 
Taugwonk  grants  to  Thoujas  ^Minei'.  They  also  granted  (^ight 
thousand  five  hundred  acres  to  Harmon  Garret's  trihe  of  the 
Pequot  Indians. 

]\reantime  the  inhahitants  of  H(nit.h(;ito\vn  were  making  vig.>r- 
ous  efforts  to  huild  them  a  meeting-house,  liev.  William  Tiiouij.- 
Bon  came  there  as  a  missionary  to  the  Pe(juot  Indians  the  year 
before  ^Ir.  IMinman  left  recjuot.  His  meetings  were  attended  by 
the  English  as  well  as  by  the  Indians.  He  sided  with  tlie  planters 
against  Mr.  lilinmau  and  the  rule  of  Connecticut,  and  signed  the 
first  pititi(jn  to  the  ^lassachusetts  (xeneral  Court,     lie  left  in  1 »;.")'.». 

There  were  several  town  meetings  luild  during  the  years  of 
l()59-()0-(>l  I'or  the  purpose  of  building  a  meeting-lnnise,  which 
resulted  in  the  erection  of  a  Kmal!  one,  raised  ^tay  13th,  KJtJl.  The 
town  called  llev.  Zachariah  Ijrigilen.who  came  in  September,  Kltil 
and  remained  till  his  death,  which  took  place  A])ril  2  tth,  1  ('>()2. 
After  him  came  'Sir.  Metcher,  Mr.  Savage  and  Mr.  Chauncey,  who 
supplied  the  juilpit  until  1(504.  During  ^iay  of  that  year  the  town 
invited  ^Er.  James  Noyes,  of  Newbury,  ^lass.,  who  came  and 
preached  as  a  licentiate  for  ten  years,  and  until  the  church  was 
organized   in  1()T4. 

In  l(J(i2  Gov.  Winthrop  procured  the  new  charter  from  King 
Charles  II.  Under  an  apprehension  that  the  Connecticut  Colony 
might  again  in  some  way  assume  control,  the  townsmen  of  South- 
ertown  petitioned  the  ^Massachusetts  authorities  in  January,  l(iCr2, 
to  continue  their  protection,  assuring  them  of  their  continued 
loyalty,  and  setting  forth  that  the  Connecticut  men  were  causing 
factions  and  divisions  among  them.  Massachusetts  made  no  reply. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year  the  charter  came  which  tixed  the  lower 
eastern  line  of  Connecticut  at  Pawcatuck  river,  which  of  course 
included  Southevtown  in  Couuecticut.  The  inhabitants  did  not 
relish  this  change,  nor  did  they  at  first  acquiesce,  but  after  some 
two  years  in   October,  1004,   in  response  to  a  summons  from  the 
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rfenei'iil  Court  of  Connecticut,  thoy  nent  William  ('haaahvoxi'^h,  the 
original  founder  of  the  town,  to  IIurtf(;r(l,  to  make  tlieir  pwice 
Avitli  the  Connecticut  authorities. 

lie  Hucceeded,  and  tlie  (leneral  Court  granted  them  a  general 
amncKty. 

The  (Jeneral  (Jourt  of  Connecli(;ut  had  no  particuhir  reirard 
for  the  name  of  Soulliertown,  ho  in  KJiiG  they  changed  it  to  that  of 
Mywtic,  "in  memory  of  that  victory  (iod  has  pleased  to  give  this 
people  of  Connecticut  over  the  Pecjuot  Indians,"  and  the  Court 
might  have  added  what  they  no  doubt  rejoiced  over,  that  W'in- 
throp  had  been  too  sharp  for  I\[assachus(tts  with  the  King  and 
that  they  had  recovered  nearly  all  of  the  coiKjuered  Pequot 
territory. 

Uhode  Island  did  not  join  the  confederation  of  the  T'nited 
Colonies,  nor  did  she  cherish  much  respect  for  the  decisions  of 
their  Commissioners. 

In  ICiGO  what  is  known  as  the  ^Fisc^uamicut  purchasers  bought 
that  portion  of  the  con(|uered  Pe<juot  territory  that  was  situated 
east  of  Pawcatuck  river  of  Sosoa,  a  Narragansett  Captain,  who 
claimed  to  have  ousted  the  I'eipiots  therefrom  before  the  Pecpiot 
war.  They  commenced  a  settlement  there  in  1(J(U,  ousting  all  the 
^Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  grantees  and  the  Petjuot  Indians, 
driving  them  over  the  river  into  Stonington. 

In  1  (!(■)(■)  the  (leueral  Court  of  Connecticut  for  reasons  not 
now  understood  changed  the  name  of  the  town  from  Mystic  to 
Stonington.  In  KKJS  a  census  of  its  inhal)itants  was  orderoil,  and 
the  same  year  a  portion  of  them  asked  the  Geuei'al  Court  f^r  lib- 
erty to  settle  tluMuselves  in  Church  order  which  was  granted,  and 
the  town  set  apart  five  hundred  acres  of  hind  for  the  ministry. 
The  census  showed  a  list  of  fony-two  inhabitants,  residing  on  the 
territory  now  embraced  in  the  limits  of  Stonington  and  North 
Stonington. 

The  meeting-house  erected  in  KUil  was  a  frail  affair,  and 
during  the  year  IGIO  the  town  voted  to  build  a  l)igger  and  abetter 
meeting-house  upon  the  most  convenient  place  of  the  ministry 
land.  A  site  was  selected  and  a  new  meeting-hou<e  was  built 
thereon  during  the  years  1(572-;},  and  on  the  od  day  of  .June,  l(i"4, 
the  lirst  Church  of  Stonington  was  formed. 

So  after  twenty  years  of  more  or  less  distractions  a  Tiong 
themselves  as  they  termed  it,  and  hitter  controversies  w'th  the 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  Colonies  and  the  town  of  Pec^uot 


25 


ami  New  London  about  tlie  oigunization  of  their  townshij);  and 
the  unliappy  difference  with  Mr.  lilinman  in  1054;  nine  of  thc-ir 
inhaliitaiits,  viz:  iNIr.  James  Noyes,  Mr.  Thomas  Stantf)n,  .Mr. 
Nathaniel  Cliesebrough,  Mr.  Tlioinas  Miner,  Mr.  Nehemiah 
Palmer,  Mr.  Kphraim  Miner,  j\Ir.  Thomas  Stanton,  Jr.,  ^Ir.  ^lo.ses 
Palmer  and  Mr.  Tliomas  Wlieeler,  united  in  a  covenant  commenc- 
in<4-  as  follows:  "  In  order  to  begin  and  gather  a  Church  of  (Jluist 
in  Stonington  this  ^d  day  of  June,  KHI,  do  covenant,  etc." 

The  Rev.  James  Noyes,  who  came  to  Southertown  in  1(>IJ4  as 
a  teacher  and  licentiate,  was  not  ordained  until  Sept.  10th,  liJ74, 
after  which  he  continued  his  labors  with  the  Stonington  Church 
and  people  until  his  death,  which  took  place  Dec.  30th,  171!). 

1  have  thus  sketched  the  earl}'  history  of  Stonington  and  the 
organization  of  its  tirst  Church,  because  they  are  both  intimately 
connected  with  the  early  history  of  New  London  and  its  tir.st 
Church. 

The  foregoing  historical  sketches  of  the  tirst  Cliurches  of 
New  London,  Norwich  and  Stonington  establishes  the  fact  that 
the  Ciiurch  organized  in  Cloucester,  ]Mass.,  in  1(J4:2,  with  Mr. 
liichard  Blinmau  as  its  pastor,  removed  to  and  was  trans[)lanted 
in  New  London  in  KJf)].  The  Church  formed  in  Saybrook,  C()nn., 
in  104 ft,  with  i\Ir.  James  Fitch  as  its  pastor,  removed  to  and  was 
transplanted  in  Norwich  in  10(10.  Tin-  tirst  Church  of  Stonington 
was  organized  in  tliat  town  June  3d,  1(574. 

Kicn.VKD    A.  WlIKELEU. 


THE  TRADITION 


MICAH    ROOD, 


V.  H.  WOODWAED.  K^i. 


THE  TRADITION   OF  MICAH   ROOD. 


Tn  a  deep  valloy  in  the  town  of  Fijiiikliii,  Oonn.,  aljout  ei^'lity 
rods  from  the  New  London  and  Nortlieni  Railway  Static^n,  stands 
a  tinje-scarred  ai)])lG  tree,  [he  lineal  representative  of  a  variety 
that  from  the  early  settlement  of  the  region  by  the  whites,  has 
been  per|)etuated  by  successive  sprovitin^^s  over  the  C)riginal  roots, 
and  tliat  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  ^'ears  has  kept  alive  in  the 
vicinity  a  tradition  of  crime  and  retribution.  For  nearly  a  cen- 
tury and  three-fourths  every  ai)ple  j^rown  upun  that  spot  has  con- 
tained a  small  red  globule  resembling  a  drop  of  blood.  Within 
the  memory  of  the  living  the  fruit  lanked  as  par  excellence  the 
local  favorite,  on  account  of  luscious  juciuess,  and  rich  spicy 
llavor.  Latterly  its  reputation  has  declined,  partly  from  neglect 
and  natural  deterioration,  and  partly  from  the  introduction  of 
improved  varieties. 

It  is  claimed  as  a  result  established  V)y  numerous  experiments 
that  while  seedlings  grafted  from  the  primitive  stock  preserve  the 
other  ([ualitics  of  the  fruit,  in  all  such  the  blood  spot  refuses  to 
materialize.  This  elusive  ])eculiarit3'  can  only  be  lixeil  and 
diffused  by  transplanting  shoots  from  the  root.  From  its  biith 
place  in  Norwich- West-Farms  —  now  Franklin  —  the  "  ^like  "  or 
"Hood''  apple,  for  it  is  known  by  liolh  names,  spread  over  the 
adjacent  country,  and  for  a  long  period  in  Eastern  Connecticut  my 
orchard  was  thoui>,'ht  complete  without  it. 

In  1(>9'J,  ]\Iicah  liood,  youngest  son  of  Thomas  liood,  miirrat- 
ing  from  east  of  the  Shetucket  Uiver,  Hcttled  in  Norwich-West- 
Farms  upon  the  lands  where  he  subsecpxently  lived  and  died. 
West  of  his  house  not  far  away  the  iSusquetonscut  danced  through 
a  wild,  dark,  rocky  ravine — a  retreat  still  unshorn  of  its  weird, 
primeval  beauty.  On  the  east  rose  a  steep  hill  destined  in  due 
time  to  be  crowned  by  the  Puritan  church.  Then  as  now  the 
Avhijipoorwills  loved  the  deep  seclusion  of  the  well  wooded,  well 
watered  valley,  and  with  their  melancholy  notes  broke  the  sole.iin 
stillness    of    summer   nights.       Indians   Avere    numerous    thouirh 
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pi'.iocfiil.  Oil  t.li(!  \v<;.storn  slope  of  tlif;  liill  towiirfl  tlio  sottin;^'  Hun 
t\io  colonist,  built  liis  lioiiso.  He  was  yoiin;,'  ami  stron;^.  The 
sic.ics  aroiuiil  \v(!re  fortilo.  The  situation  seeiiied  to  hoM  for  him 
the  pioiuise  of  a  loii^,  reputahhj  nnt\  traiKiuil  life. 

Ill  blessed  iiioiii>toiiy  thi;  sfiisoiis  (raiue  ami  went,  l>rin^'in;j 
uiodciale  j^ains  ti)  tlu!  firmer.  Suddtiiily,  however,  as  tlie  tradi- 
tion ^u)es.  a  j^^reat  ehati^e  elouded  the  si)irits  and  aliened  the 
hal)ils  of  .Micah  Hood.  He  lost  Interest  in  work  and  worship. 
I'attle  w<!re  nej:;lected  and  nei-^'hhois  shunned.  With  swift  decline, 
as  autumn  tleeix'ued  into  winter,  he  <^rcw  idle,  restless  and  intem- 
perate. Some  attributed  the  chanj,n;  to  witchcraft.  Others  dis- 
<'erne<l  in  these  wayward  actions  premonitory  signs  of  madness.  In 
a  si)arsely  settled  community,  occupied  as  such  are,  outside  of  tlie 
routine  of  daily  duties,  with  matters  pers  >ual  rather  than  ^'eneral, 
the  ^^ood  people  discussed  the  subject  with  curious  but  kiu<lly 
interest. 

Winter  wore  away,  the  melting  snows  poured  their  roaring 
tloods  through  the  chasm  near  by,  the  birds  returned,  and  the 
orchard  of  Micah  Rood  blossomed  again.  On  one  tree,  however, 
it  was  noticed  that  the  flowers  had  turned  from  white  to  red.  In 
an  age  inclined  to  superstition  and  credent  of  marvels,  the  phe- 
nomenon attracted  the  attention  of  passers,  assuming  more  omi- 
nous significance  when  afterwards  recalled.  To  this  tree,  too, 
!Micah  seemed  to  be  drawn  by  a  cruel  but  resistless  fascination. 
Alter  the  nerveless  labors  of  the  morning,  which  left  his  corn 
overrun  with  weeds,  he  sought  beneath  its  shade  relief  from  the 
heats  of  midday.  Kvening  found  him  in  the  same  retreat,  alone 
with  the  katydids  and  whi[)poorwills.  Toward  the  close  of  August 
the  red  blossoms  had  developed  into  fruit.  When  the  large,  yellow 
apples  fell  from  the  branches,  though  as  fair,  juicy  and  toothsome 
as  of  old,  each  one  was  found  to  contain  the  well  defined  globule 
to  be  known  thereafter  as  the  "  drop  of  blood." 

If  the  conduct  of  Micah,  his  lapse  from  industry,  thrift  and 
contentment,  into  idleness  and  solitude,  had  been  discussed  around 
many  scattered  tire-sides,  the  still  more  unaccountable  behavior  of 
the  apple  tree  deepened  the  mystery.  To  a  large  degree  the  his- 
tory of  the  dill'erent  colonists  was  known  to  each  other.  What 
was  there,  they  asked,  in  the  monotonous,  common  place  record 
of  this  one  to  provoke  the  do»nn,  already  sounded  in  multiform 
warnings?  His  father,  Thomas,  had  lived  decorously  and  dit  I  in 
the  faith.     No    ancestral  curse  visited  upon  the  son  vicarious  pan- 
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iabmcnt  for  tlio  hIds  of  the  siro  ^'ot  not  onlv  did  tlio  ciiireJit 
judj^iiient  of  the  time  iironoiuico  the  fxxd-  muii  nccuiscd,  but  f-uKily 
jiUBsed  oji  to  assort  that,  the  Itliglit  extende<l  to  tho  acres  lie  tilled. 
Around  the  victim  eoiiKiiiiied  by  the  fires  of  S"iiie  hidden  sin  an 
occidt  power  Avas  thro\vin<^  out  si^'nals  of  kno\vled;(e  if  not  of 
wrath. 

One  circunistuuce,  seemingly  iinim])()rlMnt  at  the  time  of  its 
occumaice,  came  into  prominence  u  year  later  as  i<il'erin^'  the 
probable  exithmation  of  the  secret  It  was  remendiered  that  the 
previous  fall  a  pedlar  of  foreign  aspect  and  vending  wares  t.x) 
luxurious  and  costly  for  the  lean  purses  of  an  outlying  settii-ment, 
had  called  at  several  houses  in  West- Farms  ami  passed  a  night  at 
Micah  Kood's.  No  one  in  the  township  had  seen  him  afterwards. 
Then  and  there  all  trace  of  the  stranger  di.'^appeared.  Uising 
early  the  next  morning  he  might  have  i)ushe(l  on  east  or  west,  but  if 
60  his  departure  was  unnoticed.  Ijike  countless  otljer  incidents 
this  one  Avould  sj)eedily  have  been  swallowed  uj)  forever  in  tlie  sea 
of  oblivion,  except  that  it  markeil  a  turning  jjoint  in  the  fat«!  of 
the  host.  When  jjursuit  fairl}'  started  on  the  trail  indicated  by 
the  coincidence,  the  public  made  up  for  lost  time  in  the  collection 
of  facts.  The  apparent  intervention  of  a  supernatural  power — tlie 
blood-spot  in  the  apple — lent  a  ghostly  interest  to  the  inquir\  not 
dissonant  to  the  moral  toiie  of  the  jjerind. 

The  unusual  mien  of  the  pedlar  njade  it  the  more  easy  to  trace 
his  steps  from  door  to  door.  After  compaiing  im]»ressions  the 
settlers  (piite  j;enerally  concluded  that  he  Avas  a  French  emissary, 
sent  to  sjjy  out  the  Aveakness  of  the  infant  colony.  Tratlic  couhl 
hardly  have  been  his  nbject,  for  his  wares  Avere  too  unsuited  to  the 
market.  A  secret  agent  of  an  unfriendly  power,  starting  on  an 
extended  circuit  in  the  character  of  a  trailer,  Avould,  they  argued, 
naturally  take  a  stock  at  once  attractive  to  Avin  admission  every- 
where and  .stimulate  talk,  and  also  unsalable  that  the  ])ack  ujight 
travel  a  long  Avay  without  need  of  replenishment.  Having  pro- 
gressed thus  far  in  the  investigation,  by  a  bold  leaj)  the  jiublie 
jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  !Micah,  overpoAvered  either  by  ava- 
rice, or  perhaps  by  a  freak  of  patriotic  frenzy,  had  stabbed  the 
pedlar  in  the  orchard,  and  that  the  blood,  absorbed  by  the  roots 
of  the  overhanging  tree,  ])ecame  reiuciunate  in  floAver  and  fruit. 
Thus  both  in  seed  time  and  harvest  that  silent  fiut  awful  witness 
denounced  the  murderer  for  the  deed. 

^Ve  may  imagine  that  stealthy  visits  Avere  made  to  the  orchard 
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hy  persoiiH  intont  on  iineaitliiiif^  more  Htibstantial  proofs  of  the 
crime.  I'Jirly  comers,  ho\vevt;r,  found  no  HCum  in  tlie  sod  to  indi- 
cate that  it  had  Ijocn  broken  for  a  grave.  Cautiously  as  befitted 
the  btran^^'c  solemnity  of  tlio  situation,  but  witli  an  acuteness  that 
KuiVt  led  no  fact  whicli  niiglit  thrcnv  li^^dit  ujjon  tlie  case  to  esca])e 
attention,  was  the  search  pursued,  ^'et  the  inrjuest  failed  to  (bn- 
close  a  trace  of  the  missing  man.  The  foreign  finery  which  made 
\ip  the  stock  of  the  pedbir  had  disappeared  as  com})letely  as  the 
owner.  By  not  so  much  as  a  fragment  of  the  well-remeniljere<l 
stuff  was  tlie  abode  of  ^licali  garnishe<l.  Zeal  unrev/arded  by 
discovery  was  e.Khausted  in  time  from  lack  of  aliment.  After  the 
inquiry,  hushed  but  keen,  had  spent  its  I'orce,  the  case  remained 
precisely  as  at  tirst.  At  the  close  as  at  the  beginning  the  evi- 
dence was  summed  np  in  the  manifestations  of  a  troubled  spirit 
and  in  a  blood-mottled  a])ple.  If  a  load  rested  on  the  conscience 
of  the  wretched  farmer,  it  forced  no  confession  from  his  lips. 

In  time  the  suspicions  of  the  neighborhood  softened  into 
sj'mpathy.  In  sore  need  of  sympathy  did  poor  ]Micali  stand,  for 
his  worldly  affairs  drifted  from  bad  to  worse  as  he  sank  ever 
deeper  in  the  slough  of  poverty  and  dejection.  Around  the 
orchard  the  fence  fell  to  decay,  the  unfilled  barn  tottered  in  the 
winds  which  swept  through  the  valley,  and  the  habitation  grew 
more  and  more  desolate.  Too  listless  to  cultivate  the  soil,  or  pos- 
sibly terrified  by  spectral  fears  while  working  in  the  fields  alone, 
he  assiimed  the  care  of  the  meeting-house  in  1717,  receiving 
as  conn^ensatiou  a  peck  of  corn  yearly  from  each  family  in  the 
society. 

For  ten  years  thereafter  a  curtain  hides  the  sutferer  from  the 
view  of  posterity,  but  it  is  lifted  to  disclose  the  end.  The  records 
of  the  ecclesiastical  society,  still  extant,  contain  these  entries: 

"July  5,  1727.  The  inhabitants  do  now,  by  their  vote,  agree 
to  allow  to  each  man  that  watches  with  Micah  Rood,  two  shillings 
per  night;  also  to  those  who  have  attended  sd  Rood  by  day,  three 
shillings  per  day." 

"December  17,  172S.  To  Jacob  Hyde  for  digging  Micah 
Rood's  grave  £0.  4s.  Od." 

Such  aie  the  outlines  of  the  stor}'  as  told  to  persons  still  living 
by  old  people  whose  birth-date  reached  far  back  into  the  last  cen- 
tury. Api)arently  they  experienced  no  difficulty  in  acceptin^j  l)Oth 
the  alleged  facts  and  the  implied  philosophy.  As  then  vie  ved  the 
Seen  and  the  Ihiseen,  the  Natural  and   the   Supernatural,  crossed 
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eftcb  otlit'i-  in  uiiacconntiible  Avuys.  It  did  not  Bcem  unreaHonable 
that  Niitino  hIiouUI  tlmn  overtly  record  her  abhorrence  of  human 
crime. 

"  For  iininlLT,  thou^'h  it  liiive  no  tongue,  \vi\\  Kpeiik 
With  most  luiracnkHis  orgiiu. " 

On  the  other  hand,  traditions  involving,'  the  iminobable  fare 
roufi;hly  in  the  alembic  of  modern  criticism.  Iteasouing  from  the 
universaHty  of  invariable  law,  the  iconoclast  will  say  that  a  freak 
of  nature  was  perverted  to  l)]ast  the  life  and  blacken  the  memory 
of  one  who  was  proljably  little  bettor  or  worse  than  the  average  of 
his  neij;libors — that  in  the  confusion  of  sequences  effect  was  con- 
founded with  cause.  He  will  urge  that  the  long-endured  misery 
resulted  less  from  the  stings  of  avenging  conscience  than  from  the 
cruelty  of  unjust  suspicions.  Be  that  as  it  may,  while  the  blood- 
epotted  apple  continues  to  grow,  it  will  be  linked  with  the  name 
and  fame  of  Micah  Rood. 


EARLY   PRINTING, 


THOMAS  S.  COLLIER. 


Read  before  the  Society,  at  its  Auuual  ^Meeting, 
Sept.  15,  18'J1. 


EARLY     PRINTING 

IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 


There  is  no  other  branch  of  industry  that  more  forcibly 
exemplifies  the  consolidation  of  })articular  callinf^s  about  the  f^reat 
centres  of  population  and  trade,  than  the  printinj,'  of  l>ool<s.  The 
newspaper  we  have  with  us  everywhere,  but  the  many  places  that 
were  book-making  marts,  up  to  and  in  some  cases  beyond  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  century,  have  now  ceased  to  issue  even  the 
sermon  of  the  popular  pastor. 

It  would  be  (juite  an  interestinf,'  thiuf,'  to  pjather  totrether  tiie 
different  imprints,  or  rathe:*  one  each  of  the  different  imprints  of 
our  early  American  printin<,^  \Vho  now  thinks  of  IvKeter,  New 
Hampshire;  Brooktield  and  Lancaster,  Massachusetts;  New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut;  Utica,  New  Yorlv ;  Morristowu,  New  Jersey;  and 
Uermantown  and  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania;  as  places  noted  for  the 
production  of  printed  books.  And  yet  they  were  such,  and  at  a 
date  within  the  memory  of  some  now  living,  and  many  other 
towns  that  have  almost  ceased  to  have  an  existence  on  the  most 
elaborate  map,  once  boasted  of  their  printing  presses,  and  sent 
forth  their  quota  of  what  are  now  lung  forgotten  books. 

True,  there  was  a  sameness  about  the  books  issued  that  we 
would  consider  rather  monotonous,  and  which  may  be  the  reason 
of  the  present  ignorance  concerning  them,  yet  to  the  early  settlers 
they  Avere  "food  for  thought"  through  the  long  winters  that  cut 
oft'  communication  with  the  outside  world.  Four  classes  of  books 
were  issued  by  our  early  presses,  and  l)y  this  is  meant  not  four 
sizes,  but  books  devoted  to  four  subjects  of  then  engrossing- 
interest. 

The  first  in  importance,  if  we  consider  the  number  published, 
and  the  diversity  of  the  subjects  discussed,  were  the  sermons.  The 
worthy  divines  of  that  day  let  no  occasion  or  event  that  could 
"jjoint  a  moral"  pass  unnoticed,  and  the  sermon  thus  distin- 
guished was  sure  to  find  its  way  to  the  printing  office  and  thence 
to  the  homes  of  the  people,  where  it  formed  the  one  recreation  lor 
many   days.     Thunder   claps,    comets,   earthquakes,  hail   storms. 
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^reat  wiiidn,  heavy  hiiowh,  birtliH,  iiiania^'OH  and  deiitlis,  tlie  use 
of  HoldieiH,  the  cloction  of  udicers  by  a  company  ot  militia,  war, 
victories,  jjoace,  pestilence,  the  execution  of  criminaJH,  eccentrici- 
ties of  cliaiiU'ter,  the  building'  of  bridf^en,  wonderful  (beams,  the 
(•onversi(jn  of  children;  in  fact,  every  ov(;nt  tliat  hnAm  the  monot- 
ony of  the  (;olouists'  btru^,^gle  with  nature  and  the  Indians,  found 
its  way  to  the  priidinj;  otlico  and  preservation,  through  the  kimlly 
help  of  a  sermon.  There  was,  too,  an  annual  election  serm<;n, 
preached  at  the  assembling  of  the  legislative  bodies,  and  these 
were  ahva3's  ])iinted  for  the  editication  of  the  people  living  too  far 
away  to  attend  their  delivery. 

Of  course,  to  people  who  looked  upon  sermons  as  a  literary 
feast,  the  religious  controversy  was  an  excitement  that  furnishetl 
subject  for  conversation  during  long  mouths,  and  these  books  were 
eagerly  sought  after,  and  furnish  a  large  class  in  our  early  print- 
ing. The  production  of  these  and  of  all  the  classes  mentioned, 
was  not  conlined  to  New  I'higland  alone,  for  they  are  found  largely 
prevalent  iu  the  early  imprints  of  all  of  the  colonies,  Pennsylvania 
keeping  pace  with. Massachusetts  in  tiieir  production.  The  advent 
of  a  new  sect,  the  preaching  of  a  new  creed,  was  sure  to  awaken  a 
lively  interest,  and  the  pastor  who  did  not  put  on  his  armor  when 
the  foe  invaded  his  dominions,  and  dare  the  intruder  to  a  long 
and  valiant  battle  of  words,  lost  the  conlideuce  of  his  tlock,  and 
ceased  to  be  useful  to  their  salvation. 

And  no  matter  how  peaceful  the  mind,  or  how  kindly  the 
soul  of  the  minister,  occasions  to  call  forth  his  controversial  wrath 
were  never  lacking.  If  it  was  not  some  rattlebrained  adherent  of 
the  Church  of  I'higland,  who  devoted  his  days  to  courtship,  and 
his  nights  to  feasting  and  revel,  it  was  a  sedate  (Quaker,  with  pen- 
sive garb  and  contumacious  gravity,  that  would  disturb  the  smooth 
tenor  of  the  5()th  sermon  on  the  Burning  Bush,  and  cause  him  to 
advance  his  divisions  from  twentiethly  to  fortiethly,  and  give  the 
sexton  infinite  trouble  with  small  1)0}  s  and  girls  to  whom  these 
things  were  sleep  compelling. 

And  the  country  was  as  full  of  creeds  and  schisms  then  as  it 
is  now,  for  each  ship  seemed  to  bring  over  new  ones,  and  there 
were  discussions,  and  denunciations,  and  controversies  raging 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Baptists,  Metho- 
dists, (Quakers,  Bogerenes,  the  Churches  of  Rome  and  England,  and 
at  the  last  Unitarianism  and  Uuiversalism,  all  furnished  (.uiv 
quota  of  discussion,  and  each  side  published  arguments,  often  iu- 
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eluding  their  enemy's  tract  witli   their  own,   tliat  tlieir  refutation 
of  his  lieresios  iiii;^'lit  be  nmde  njoi'e  striking  to  the  leaders. 

A  hirge  libriir}'  of  either  of  these;  inunclies  of  early  American 
printing  coidd  easily  he  gathered. 

The  next  class,  and  historically  the  most  important,  as  well  art 
the  most  ciiriouH  and  interesting,  was  tlnit  »h;voled  to  Imlian  cajj- 
tivities  and  Indian  wars.  Numerous  editions  of  the  histories  of 
Capt.  Church,  ]\rajor  John  j\[ason,  the  l!ev.  AVilliani  Hubbard  and 
others  were  printed,  yet  all  of  the  early  imprints  are  .scarce,  show- 
ing hoAV  much  they  were  read.  Of  these  volumes,  the  history  of 
the  Rev.  IMr.  Hubbard  seemed  to  bo  the  most  popular,  judging 
from  its  appearance  in  almost  every  place  v/here  a  printing  press 
was  established. 

The  title  of  a  book  once  so  popular  will  be  of  interest,  and  is 
here  given: 

"A  Narrative  of  the  Indian  ^Vars  in  New  England,  from  the 
First  Planting  thereof  in  the  Year  1(107,  to  the  Year  1(!77:  Con- 
taining a  Uelation  of  the  Occasions,  llise  and  Progress  of  the  Why 
with  the  Indians,  in  the  Southern, \Vestern,  Eastern,  and  Northein 
parts  of  said  Country'.  By  "William  Hubbard,  A.  ^L,  Minister  of 
Ipswich. 

"And  the  TiOrd  said  unto  ^Moses,  write  this  for  a  memorial  in 
a  book. — E.Kod.  xvii.  11. 

"Which  we  have  heard  and  known,  and  our  Fathers  have  told 
us.  That  th.o  generation  to  come  might  know  them,  even  the 
children  which  should  be  born:  Who  .should  arise  and  declare 
them  to  tlieir  children. — Psal.  lxviii.  i{,  G." 

This  title  is  not  the  original,  but  is  that  given  in  the  later  and 
more  popuhir  editions,  of  which  there  are  many  imprints,  the  first 
heing  that  of  John  Boyle  of  Boston,  1775,  followed  by  D.  (ireen- 
leaf,  AVorcester,  1801;  J.  Trumbull,  Norwich,  1802;  Stiles  Nichols, 
Daubury,  1803;  lleman  Willard,  Stockbridge,  ISO:);  "William  Fes- 
senden,  Brattleboro,  1814,  and  W.  E.  VVoodward,  Roxl)ur3',  18G5. 

The  first  title  was:  "The  Present  State  of  New  England. 
Being  a  Narrative  of  the  Troubles  with  the  Indians  in  New  Eng- 
land, from  the  first  Planting  thereof  in  the  year  1G07,  to  this  pres- 
ent year  1()77;  but  Chiefly  of  the  late  Troubles  in  the  last  two 
years,  1(575  and  107(5.  To  which  is  added  a  Discourse  about  the 
War  with  the  Pequods  in  1087." 

This  was  printed  by  John  Foster,  in  Boston,  in  1(57  7;  and  by 
Tho.  Parkhurst,  in  London,  during  the  same  j-ear. 
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Holding'  place  with  tlie  liistoi'if.'H,  wore  iha  nnrijitivfcs  of  Indiftii 
ciiplivitios.  Tlicy  wore  moie  mimeiouH,  and  cjuite  us  inteifehtiiif,', 
the  most  noted,  j)eiliii])H,  Ijein;^  tliat  of  the  Kev.  .John  Williams, 
cajjtuied  in  the  attack  on  Deerlield  in  Februaiy,  1701.  An  tliiw 
title  is  a  curiosity,  it  is  f(iven  entire: 

"  'i'he  Kedeeined  Captive  returninf,'  to  Zion.  A  Faithful  His- 
tory of  ]{eniaikiil)le  Occurrences,  in  the  (.'aptivity  and  Deliverance 
of  i\Ir.  John  AVilHaniB,  iNIinister  of  tiie  (losi)el  iu  DeertieUl,  who,  in 
the  Desolation  which  bel'cl  that  I'lantation,  hy  the  Incursion  t)f 
the  French  and  Indians,  was  by  theni  carried  away,  with  Lis 
family,  and  his  Neighborhood,  unto  Canada.  Drawn  by  Himself. 
Whereto  there  is  annexed  a  sermon  preached  by  him,  upon  his 
return,  at  the  Lecture  in  Boston,  December  5th,  nU(i.  on  those 
AVords,  Luke  viii.  21),  Return  to  thine  own  house,  and  show  how 
great  things  God  hath  done  unto  thee. 

"As  also  an  Appendix,  containing  an  Account  of  those  taken 
Captive  at  Deeriield,  February  2!)th,  170;}-4;  those  killed  after  they 
went  out  of  town;  those  who  returned;  and  of  those  still  absent 
from  their  native  country;  of  those  who  were  slain  at  that  time  in 
or  near  the  town;  and  of  the  mischief  done  by  the  enemy  in  Deer- 
field,  from  the  beginning  of  its  settlement  to  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Williains  in  ITi'J. 

"  With  a  conclusion  to  the  whole,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willianis 
of  Spriugtield,  and  the  Rev.  ^Ir.  Prince  of  Boston.  1  vol.,  12  mo, 
pp.  7'2.    Boston:  Printed.    New  liondon:  Re-printed  by  T.  Green.'' 

One  Avould  think  that  the  preceding  title  was  comprehensive 
enough  for  a  book  of  72  pages,  but  it  did  not  seem  so,  as  on  i)age 
51)  is  the  following  sub-title: 

"  Reports  of  divine  kindness  or  remarkixble  mercies  should  be 
faithfully  published  for  the  praise  of  God  the  giver.  Set  forth  in 
a  sermon  preached  at  Boston  lecture.  December  5,  170G.  By 
John  Williams,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Deeriield;  soon 
after  his  return  from  a  doleful  captivity. 

"Psal.  107,  13,  14,  15,  32.  He  saved  them  out  of  their  dis- 
tresses. He  brought  them  out  of  darkness  and  the  shadow  of 
death,  and  brake  their  bands  in  sunder.  0  that  men  would  praise 
the  Lord  for  his  goodness;  and  for  his  wonderful  work  to  the 
children  of  men. — Let  them  exalt  him  also  iu  the  congregation  of 
the  people,  and  praise  him  in  the  assembly  of  the  elders. 

"  Psal.  34:,  3.  O  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exi\lt 
his  name  together. 

"  New  London:    Re-printed  and  sold  by  T.  Green,  1773."' 
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■ '  '  Copifis  of  thin  naiTativo  hoar  tlio  following'  imprints:  B.  fireen, 
Boston,  1707;  T.  Fleet,  F.OBton,  1720;  S.  Knceland,  Boston,  1758'; 
Jolin  Hoyle,  Boston,  1774;  T.  Green,  New  London,  177.'{;  T.  Green,' 
New  London,  17H();  T.  Dickman,  (Jrconfield,  1793;  T.  Diekmani 
(Jreonfiold,  ISOO;  AVm.  W.  :\rorse,  New  Haven,  1802;  Hori  Urown^ 
Brookfield,  1811;   and  8.  Hall,  Boston,  HOf). 

The  last,  and  perhaps  most  eurious  of  the  four  classes  referred 
to,  was  the  "Almanacks."  These  were  legion  in  number,  for  no 
place  that  had  a  press  felt  content  without  its  Almanack,  and  the 
volume  so  named  was  an  indispensable  book  in  every  household. 

The  tirst  book  printed  in  America  was  a  tract  entitled:  "The 
Frecnum's  Oalh,"  the  i)rinting  being  the  work  of  Stej)hen  Day,  or 
as  sometimes  written,  Dayo.  This  was  in  1(;:{9,  and  the  s:.me  year 
Mr.  Daye  printed  "An  Almanack,  calculated  for  New  Kngland,  bv 
Mr.  Pierce,  Mariner.  °         '    ' 

The  year  be-ins  with  .March,  as  it  did  in  all  the  early  New 
England  Almanacks 

The  names  of  the  dit^erent  makers  of  almanacks  cannot  all  be 
recovered,  but  besides  the  Mv.  ['ienc,  I^lariner,  previously  noted, 
are  the  names  of  Samuel  Danforth,  Urian  Oakes,  Israel  Chauncey' 
Alexander  Xowell,  T.  S.  and  S.  B.,  who  appended  Philomathemat 
to  their  initials;  Samuel  Beakenbury,  .]..siah  Flint.  Joseph  Dudley, 
.1.  B.,  .1.  11,  John  Tully,  Samuel  Cheever,  Nathaniel  Chauncey, 
Daniel  Russell,  Jeremiah  Shepard,  John  Foster,  Nehemia  Hobart, 
J.  Sherman,  T.  Brattle,  .1.  Danforth,  Cotton  Mather,  N.  Bu.sscll' 
Benjamin  d'illan,  W.  Williams,  N.  :\rather,  Thos.  Trigg,  Henry 
Newman,  Sanuiel  Clough,  and  these  were  only  Boston'and  Cam- 
bridge makers  of  Almanacks,  previous  to  1707.  Tiie  Ames,  Sher- 
man, Davis,  Elliott,  Freebetter,  Middlebrook,  Ikrr.s,  Stailurd.AUen, 
Strung,  Daboll,  Thomas  and  otlier  well  known  series  came  later! 
and  those  of  Daboll  and  Thomas  are  still  running. 

And  it  must  not  be  thought  that  the  old  almanac  was  not  of 
literary  value,  for  no  more  curious  and  entertaining  reading  than 
that  afforded  by  a  collection  of  early  American  almanacs,  c'an  be 
found.  They  were  not  given  up  to  the  records  of  the  weather 
alone,  but  each  ohl  calendar  was  also  a  purveyor  of  news,  an 
anthology,  a  receptacle  tor  the  per[)etuation  of  remarkalJe  event.^^. 
a  symposium  of  the  wits  of  their  day.  and  a  continued  cyclopedic 
of  anecdotes,  grave,  gay,  humorous  and  patriotic.  In  the  case  of 
the  series  that  bear  the  names  of  Ames  and  Franklin,  they  became 
a  vehicle   for   the   dissemination  of  moral,  philosophical  and  eco- 
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iiomic  axioms  and  eijijj^rairiH,  ami  even  the  sea  serpent  was  iiri- 
pressed  into  its  service,  and  made  to  add  to  tlie  entertainment  it 
aliorded. 

The  (juotation  of  verses  over  the  monthly  ealondar,  was  early 
begun,  and  soon  reached  the  printing  of  long  poems,  running  at 
the  heading  till  finished.  Thus  one  of  Southwick'.s  gives  tlie 
"  Picture  of  a  New  England  \'illage,"  by  T.  Dwight,  I).  I).,  and  a 
coi^y  of  The  North  American  has  "  The  Lover's  Song,  or  The 
Seasons,''  "  To  Sleep,''  and  "A  Sonnet,"  over  the  calendars,  and 
adds  to  these  seven  other  i)oems;  odes,  epigrams,  epitaphs,  and 
general  verses,  in  the  body  of  the  book,  scattering  them  among 
anecdotes  of  various  kinds,  receipts  for  the  cure  of  corns  and  fclit: 
bites  of  mad  dogs,  and  sundry  other  ills  of  humanity,  witli  au 
account  of  a  late  improvement  in  the  making  of  b(jots  and  shoes. 

The  almanac,  too,  was  the  receipt  book  of  the  farmer  and  his 
wife.  Here  Darby  Avas  told  how  to  raise  pigs,  how  to  graft  trees, 
and  also  introduced  to  the  mysteries  of  cabbage  planting  and 
pruning,  and  informed  concerning  the  chemical  properties  of  the 
soil  needed  by  dill'erent  trees  and  grains;  and  also  given  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  provender  that  made  hens  produce  the  most  eggs,  and 
that  which  most  rapidly  increased  the  weight  of  beeves  and  other 
cattle.  Here  Joan  was  told  how  to  nuike  butter  and  jauis,  and 
had  the  new  manner  of  weaving  and  knitting  explained;  and 
French  methods  of  boiling  soups,  the  secrets  of  flower  culture,  the 
best  way  to  keep  a  house  tidy,  with  many  other  items  concerning 
her  woik,  was  placed  ready  to  her  hand. 

Even  politics  were  included,  and  the  favorite  candidates  were 
lauded;  sittings  of  courts  were  given;  roads  and  distances  told 
of,  with  the  best  houses  of  entertainment  along  them,  and  elabor- 
ate finiincial  tables  and  documents  were  often  added. 

But  Avhile  the  four  classes  mentioned  formed  the  staple  of  the 
early  printing  of  the  country,  other  matter  crept  in.  Roger  AVol- 
cott,  general  of  the  Connecticut  forces  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg, 
and  afterwards  governor  of  the  colony,  had  a  volume  of  poems 
issued  by  T.  Green,  in  New  London,  in  1725.  Here,  too,  one  of 
the  most  famous  of  the  controversy  volumes  appeared  in  1729,  that 
of  the  Rev.  .John  Rulkley.  'I'he  Rogerenes  also  printed  their  tracts 
in  this  section,  and  with  them  vexed  the  soul  of  the  Rca  .  .Mr. 
Byles,  and  those  of  the  ministers  in  Norwicdi  and  Ston'''igton, 
which  places  were  long  the  seat  of  book-issuing  presses;  and 
gradually,    histories,    biographies,    school    books   and   the  lighter 
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kinds  of  literature  found  their  way  to  tlie  printing  ofTice.s.  Ufiuully, 
poetry  was  printed  in  tlie  old  broadHide  fusliion,  and  contained  as 
Btranj^^e  a  gatlierini^  of  subjects  as  did  the  almanacs. 

And  in  this  array,  the  county  of  New  London,  in  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  Avith  its  presses  at  New  London,  which  was  the 
oflicial  ])res8,  at  Norwich  and  Stonington,  held  no  retired  jjositlon. 
Their  ini})rints  were  widely  scattered,  and  many  were  much 
Bouf^^ht  for,  so  that  even  now,  the  bibliopole  finds  no  contentment 
in  his  collection  ol  Americana,  unless  many  books  so  njarked 
occupy  prominent  places  on  his  shelves. 
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COPY  OF 

A  CURIOUS  OLD  AFFIRMATION, 


CONTIUIUTTEU    BY 


JUDGE  CHARLES  TURNER. 


A  CURIOUS   OLD   AFFIRMATION. 


Boston,  New  K.viLAXD,  1:jth  Nov.,  171G. 
IN  PKRPETUAM  JBI   ^r^].M()KIA^r. 

Mrs.  Susau  Crawtbnl,  being  luarried  unto  an  husband  in- 
volved in  many  debts,  was  willing  to  reserve  some  treasures  of  her 
own  for  her  daugliter,  :\[rs.  Mary  Payne,  wiiom  slie  had  by  a 
former  husband.  Tliero  lived  with  her  a  young  woman,  called 
Ann  Griffin,  who  was  many  ways  useful  and  endeared  to  her,  and 
knew  her  jiurpose  to  bestow  the  sd  treasure  on  her  daugliter, 
for  whom  she  also  had  a  very  hearty  affection.  When  .Mrs.  Craw- 
ford lay  a  dying,  Ann  GrilHn  thought  this,  on  some  accounts  the 
fittest  opportunity  to  transfer  unto  :\rrs.  Payne  what  was  designed 
for  her,  and  accordingly  she  took  out  of  ye  box  in  which  there 
were  pieces  of  gold  and  golden ?  and  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  silver  money,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  remain  very 
Ignorant  of  what  she  took  ^only  that  it  was  all  yt  was  there]  and 
putting  all  into  an  earthen  pitcher  she  carried  them  with  water, 
to  prevent  any  enquiries  from  such  as  might  happen  to  nieet  lier 
in  the  street,  and  conveyed  yem  to  Mrs.  Payne  with  an  accoont  yt 
here  were  ye  things  her  mother  had  intended  for  her. 

After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Crawford  there  was  some  neighbors 
to  whose  evil  insinuations  and  instigations  Mrs.  Payne  so  far 
hearkened  as  to  countenance  evil  surmizes  of  Mrs.  Griffin's  not 
having  dealt  faithfully  with  her,  and  in  her  passion  to  deny  that 
she  remembered  her  having  received  certain  particulars  that  were 

specified,  and    have    l.een  ?   acknowledged;    several  times 

under  the.se  passionate  impressions  Mrs.  Payne  uttered  her  wishes 
that  her  mother  would  appear  and  set  all  to  rights,  and  ^Mrs. 
Griffin  had  no  remedy  but  to  commit  her  cause  unto  God  who 
judgeth  righteously.  Some  time  about  the  latter  end  of  the  last 
year,  one  whoso  name  is  Ruth  Weeden,  lodging  in  the  house  and 
bed  with  j\Iiss  Griffin,  about  break  of  day,  being  awuikened  while 
Mrs.  Griffin  was  a  sleeping  in  the  bed  by  her  side,  plainly  saw  iho 
apparition  of  the  deceased  Mrs.  Crawford  [who  had  been  dead 
over  three  years  before],  first  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  from  whence 
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it  came  up  to  tlio  lolL  side  thereof,  where  she  hiy,  she  harl  on  a 
suit  of  Ktript  cahiumiico,  a  white  apron,  a  white  ueck  cloth,  a  L-iced 
pinner  on  her  liead,  and  a  fresh  counteiiance,  but  all  over 'so  lumi- 
nous yt  thou^di  ye  room  were  darkened  with  window  si  utters  as 
well  as  the  remainder  of  the  ninlit,  ye  whole  room  was  h-litened; 
she  said  unto  Mrs.  Weedeu  to  this  effect,  '•  1  -ave  Ann  yt^'money,'' 
and  without  any  more  words  disappeared.  Mis.  Weeden  took  ve 
iiist  opportunity  to  ask  her  awaikcned  friend  whether  .Mis.  Craw- 
ford had  ever  given  her  any  money,  whereupon  .Mr:,.  (Jritlin  told 
her  she  had  yt  is  yt  a  little  before  she  died.  :\rr.s.  (Jrawfonl  had 
expressly  bid  here  keep  for  her  own  a  little  some  of  money  yt  .she 

had  in  her  hands,  and  yen  also  -ave  her  a ?  that  she  wears 

ever  since.     Mrs.  Cril'tin  added   unto   .Mrs.  Weeden  that  .slie  sup- 
posed the  sum  was  four  pounds.     After   this  the  liouse  umlerweiit 
various  di.sturbanccs  at  several    times,  whereof  no   account  could 
be  given,  and  it  was  ob.served  yt  ye  disturbances  chielly  hapjiened 
just  after  passionate  wislies  luid  l)eon   uttered  for  :\Irs. Crawford's 
appearance.     At  last  on  the   twenty-ninth   of  this  last    October, 
early  in  ye  morning,  IMrs.  (iritllu  being  risen  and  gone,  and  :\Irs' 
Weeden  going  to  rise,  there  was  aiu)ther  plain   apparition  of  .Mrs. 
Crawford  unto  .Airs.  M'eeden.     Tiie  spectre  now  had  a  white  slieet 
on  her  wliich  covered  her  from   head  to  foot,  only  her  face  was 
uncovered,  and  plainer  yn   in   ye   former  exhihirion,  tho  ye  room 
was  now   darkened   very  near  as  much  as  formerly,  yt  ye\specti  c 
had  such  a  light  attending  it  as  rendered  not  only  yt,  but  other 
objects  visible.     The  spectre  spoke  to  .Mrs.  AVeeden*  to  this  ellect- 
Oo  tell  my  daughter  yt  Ann  has  faithfoully  delived  all  yt  she  was 
to  delivar  unto  lier  and  yt  if  she  do  not  clear  Ann  and  right  her  1 
shall  appear  unto  her  also.     .Airs.  Weeden    replied,  ( io  To  her  ye 
self.     The  spectre  seemed  at  this  to  look  displeased  and  said,  lio, 
you  must  go,  go  you.     Mrs.  Weedeu  intimated  yt  she  doubted  she- 
should  not  be  believed.     To  tliis  ye  spectre  answered,  yt  ve  men- 
tion of  two  tokens  would  make  her  to  be  believed;  ye  one  was  that 
a  young  man  should  come  to  Ave  house  tliis  day  with  a  letter  and 
for  a  picture;   the  other  was  yt  Ann  had  now  in  her  possession  a 
uecklace  of  fat  amber,  which   once  had  been  hers;    the  spectre 
added  yt  Ann  had  mistaken  the  sum  of  money  she  had  spokon  of; 
it  was  not  four  pounds,  but  three.  Go  to  Ann  and  she  shall  satisfy 
you  yt  it  may  be  known  it  is  true;  one  thing  more  she  added,  well 
was  yt  her  daughter  had  received  ye  Arabian  pennies,  whercol  it 
seems  it  was  known  yt  Airs.  Crawford  had  a  considerable  (piantity. 
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but  part  of  yo.  discord  liad  arisen  (Vom  liioir  not  \k:\u<^  f->mjil 
anioDff  the  money  delivered  unto  Mrs.  I'ayue,  Init  not  in  ye 
money,  \vhereui)on  she  diHa))])eared  and  left.  .Mrs.  ^Veeden  in  a 
Hwoon  upon  her  l'ri<4ht,  wherein  she  continued,  as  slie  supposes 
near  an  hour.  Upun  r(>coverinj^'  from  3'c  swcjoii,  siie  lirst  as!;ed 
]\Irs.  (Jritlin  about  a  youu;',''  man  comin<(  to  ye  house,  iV:  .Mis.  (irillin 
made  answer  that  while  she  was  in  her  swoon  a  'soun;^  mim  who 
came  from  New  York  had  been  at  ye  liouse  with  a  letl(;r  i^  for  a 
l)icture.  She  yn  repeated  ye  rest  of  ye  s[)ectral  discouise.  Mrs. 
(JritHu  informed  her  yt  she  had  ye  necklace  mentioneil,  whicli  ^Ir.s. 
Payne  had  jiresented  to  her,  but  this  was  a  matter  which  ^Irs. 
Weeden  had  been  til  now  a  stranger  to,  i*c  ye  !^^rs.  (irillin  who 
had  never  til  now  counted  or  touched  ye  miiuey  which  ^Mrs.  Craw- 
ford liad  given  her,  g^)iug  on  this  occasion  to  exanjine  it  ftnmd  yt 
she  had  been  mistaken,  it  yt  ye  spectre  in  the  right,  if  being  but 
three  pounds.  I'pon  discourse  with  .Mrs.  l*ayne  hereu]j<.)n  ye  dif- 
ference between  her  and  ]\[rs.  Grifhn  was  healed,  a  mutual  recon- 
ciliation ensued,  and  Mrs.  Payne  dechired  her  entire  saiisfaction 
in  .Airs,  (iriflin's  lidelity. 

M'his  relation  being  distinctly  read  to  ^Trs.  (iriflin  \  ]\ris. 
AVeedeu  from  whom  il  was  declared,  they  both  declared  yt  it 
is  unto  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  judgjuent  a  true  relation. 
I''ach  of  ym  declared  tliat  what  part  ye  foregoing  narrative  they 
are  distinctly  concerned  in  are  truly  related;  ]\[ore  i)arlieahirly 
Ann  (Irittiu  deitlares  yt  what  is  related  of  her  justice  to  ]Mrs. 
Payne  an<l  of  ye  money  given  to  her  l)y  ^Frs.  Crawford  is  ye  very 
truth.  Puth  Weedeu  declares  yt  what  is  related  of  ye  spectral 
ap])arition  is  ye  very  truth,  and  yt  she  liad  no  knowledge  of  ye 
money  given  by  Mrs.  Crawl'oid  unto  ]Mrs.  (Jril'tin,  nor  of  ye  \.)ung 
man's  coming  for  ye  picture  til  ^frs.  ( Jritlin  informed  her  at  ye 
time  specilied  in  ye  account  al)ove  given  of  it.  And  Imth  of  them 
do  with  all  due  solemnity  declare  that  yt  that  they  are  not  in  the 
least  measui'e  guilty  of  ye  least  contrivance  or  rollusion  to  impose 
on  ye  lielief  of  any  person,  in  any  one  article  of  the  foregoing 
natative. 

To  the  truth  of  this  declaration  Ann  Gritiiu  and  Ruth  "Weedeu 
made  oath  on  thi.s  thirteenth  day  of  November,  171(5. 

Pefore  me:  Kuu.  HtiTOUiNsoN,  .Tust.  Ps. 

NoTK. — A  true  copy  of  the  original  in  the  possession  of  ^Fk.  I">iiiui\v.  of 
Watfii'oid.  'J'hc  lihuil<s  in  the  ti^xt  were  ho  iililitciateil  in  llic  mij^inal,  as  to  !••:■ 
iri(lcciphrrHl)h',  Imt  liiu  lir.st  secius  to  ivtiT  to  nioney,  anil  nuiy  nieiin  '  ijioulen 
luuniv,"  tin;  term  lu'iiij^  used  in  wills  iiml  tlocuiuiuts  of  the  period,  'ihu  se- 
cond Ijhink  nii|^ht  read  "  by  lier, "  and  the  last,  either  "  ring,"  or  sonit-  <.;ar- 
nu-nt,  gowns,  petticoats,  and  other  articles  of  dress  being  olteu  mentioneil  as 
b((pitsts  in  wills  01  early  colonial  times.  The  word  arrangcnieut  and  spelling 
of  the  original  has  lieen  retained,  that  this  carious  document  might  luse  none 
of  its  Havor  of  antuiaitv. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


There  is  a  lanuuitiil)le  dcartli  of  nuitoiia]  fvoin  wliifh  to  gfitlier 
a  full  account  of  tlus  eiitoi'i)iise  and  acliicvemonts  of  the  llovolu- 
tiouaiy  I'livateers,  a  lack  in  which  Connecticut  sharcH.  f'erhaps 
it  would  1)0  better  to  say  tliat  there  is  jm  ignorance  concerniiif; 
the  location  of  this  niatci'ial,  for  since  the  t^atherinj,''  onihraccd  in 
tliese  pa^u's  was  he^Min,  nniny  items  have  been  discovered  in  places 
where  one  would  scarcely  expect  to  find  then),  and  much  other 
intei-estiiii:;  matter  may  be  hidden  in  like  receptacles.  One  of  the 
objects  in  pul)lishinr>- this  account  in  its  present  fragmentary  form 
is  to  stimulate  a  search  for  all  siudi  material,  that  the  moj'e  complete 
history  ol  which  this  sketch  only  aims  to  be  })reliniinary,  may  be 
furthercid  and  made  sure.  That  a  complete  history  of  the  Avork  of 
the  Revolutionary  Privateers,  not  only  of  Connecticut,  but  of  all 
the  colonies  engaged  in  that  glorious  struggle,  seems  to  be  warran. 
ted,  nay — demanded,  the  actions  of  these  vessels,  small  in  size  and 
iusigniticant  in  force  as  nniny  of  them  were,  demonstrates. 

It  was  only  in  size  that  they  were  insignificant.  In  the  results 
that  followed  their  cruising,  in  tln^  during  that  distinguished  their 
actions,  in  the  enterprise  that  led  them  to  seek  for  prizes  in  the  face 
of  forces  much  superior,  they  showed  that  they  were  no  mean  factor 
in  the  struggle  which  brought  about  American  lnde}>endence.  No 
men  were  more  spirited  than  the  crews  of  those  vessels,  none 
showed  greater  determination  in  their  encounters  with  the  British, 
and  even  in  the  imj)erfect  records  of  their  deeds  that  we  possess, 
are  lound  the  accoxmts  of  adventures  and  triumphs  of  which  any 
regular  navy  might  well  be  proud. 

And  in  summing  up  the  causes  that  led  to  the  ultinuite  suc- 
cess of  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  the  work  of  the  Trivateers  has 
been  overlooked  altogether,  or  it  mentioned,  it  has  been  in  that 
perfunctory  way  wliich  is  best  described  by  the  saying — "damning 
with  faint  ])raise.''  Yet  when  their  achievements  are  honestly  con- 
sidered, no  power  wiehled  a  wider  inlluence  in  the  seven  years  of 
conflict  between  the  thirteen  colonies  from  which  this  nation  s})rang. 


»»('    vt*.(,'!.  J'j' 


'^n.'fiijdij 


.'irnl  (xvetxi  r>i'it;nn,  than  did  iliis  kuhh-  Ijody  tliut  history  so  seldom 
luentioiis.  To  tlieui  bcioiif^ii  the  honor  of  l)fcinf^  hir^^ely  instru- 
mental ill  awaking  an  unti-war  sentiment  in  the  powerful  coin- 
morcial  class  of  Mnj^dand.  Darin;,'  in  all  that  ;^M\e  even  the  slightest 
hope  of  success,  shunning  lu'ither  pi'ivation  nor  danger,  the 
I'rivatci'rs  of  the  (Colonies  thronged  the  seas,  .and  their  pri/.es  were 
a  source  of  supjjly  for  the  army,  and  a  cause  of  discontent  with  the 
merchants  of  London,  Bristol  and  other  centers  of  commerce. 
When  these  men  found  their  anticipated  gains  greatly  reduced  hy 
the  daring  of  the  American  I'rivateers,  wIkj  changed  the  destina- 
tion of  inany  rich  cargoes,  they  la-gaii  to  grow  impatient  at  the 
long  continuance  ol'  a  struggle  in  which  neithei-  wealth  nor  honor 
were  reajied,  .uid  they  soon  found  means  to  make  th(;ir  protests 
heard.  Not  only  in  the  halls  of  Parliament  were  these  sjjoken, 
but  they  invaded  the  councils  of  tlie  king  and  his  ministers,  and 
these,  stubborn  thotigh  the  king  was,  and  loath  t<;  acknowledge 
defeat  as  were  the  ministers,  saw  that  a  time  had  been  reached 
when  they  had  best  heed  the  signs  of  the  times.  The  surrender 
of  Cornwalli.s  gave  them  au  opportunity  to  retreat  from  the  position 
they  had  held,  without  seeming  to  give  too  much  force  to  the 
murmurs  of  disct)ntent  that  had  grown  so  persistent  and  so  loud, 
and  they  consented  to  open  negotiations  looking  to  a  settlement 
in  line  with  the  demands  of  the  Colonies. 

It  would  be  unwis(;  to  claim  that  })eace  and  independence, 
were  Avholly  the  result  of  the  captures  made  by  the  I'rivateers, 
but  it  would  be  equally  unjust  to  say  that  these  had  no  share  in 
the  accomplishment  that  made  the  United  States  a  fact  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  Even  wlien  the  loss  of  the  second  great 
army  that  surrendered,  became  known,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
stubborn  soul  of  (Jeorge  the  Third  would  have  allowed  the  begin- 
ning of  negotiations  looking  toward  peace  and  independence,  had 
not  the  demands  of  the  English  merchants  been  made  too  loud  by 
the  los.ses  caused  b}'  our  Privat<'ers,  to  be  ignored.  In  view  i>f 
this,  it  is  disai)i)ointing  to  think  that  so  little  is  known  of  the 
actions  of  men  who  were  not  to  be  deterred  by  storm  or  force. 
Often  only  a  slight  notice  in  tlie  weekly  press,  tells  of  a  deed  that 
rivals  the  battles  of  Paul  Jones  and  Nelson  in  seamanship  and 
courage;  and  now  and  then,  the  unearthing  of  old  h  tters  in  s-^me 
cobweb  festooned  garret,  gives  evidence  that  not  all  of  our 
bravest  commanders   served   in  the  rej'ular  navv.     And  from  the 


;i'-li.'t^ 


iijiitciial   (lius  fai-  (li.scovercMl,  oiu;  iliiiif,'  hocoiiif.-s  cavtuin  -  uiurjTj" 
the  iiieu  who  tlius  iiiudo  tlio  hou  (liinj^'orous   IVm-   ull    llio    iiK.icliant 
criift  of  (Ircjit  IJritiiin,  iioiio  woro  laoro  per.si.-.l(irit,  moio  daiiii",  oi- 
nioreHiiccoHHriil  tliaii  ilu;  siiilors  of  ('oiuiocliciit,  urid.  luj  port  scjitoiit 
more  ciui.serH  than  did  the  little  city  seatod  on  tlie  left  liunk  i>'i  Ihc 
1'liaiiies,  a  fact   tliat  was  cinpliaHi/cd    in  a  niaiiii(;r  wliicli  has  1   ft  a 
mark  on  the   liistuiy  of  our    nation  that    ncitlior   time  or    ten. pest 
can    etliice.      Lei   n.s    ^'ive    due  honor,  llien,  to  ihe  men,  who,  when 
national  vessels  were    few,  carried  the  Hag  across  the  ocean,  and 
Haunted  it    in  the   face    of   the  enemy    in    the    very   cho])s  of  tlie 
iuigli.sh  Channel.     Let  us  renieniher    the    men    who  hel.l    the  dis- 
comtiture  of  the    foe  the  one  great  object  of  life  ;    and   who,  even 
though  they  did    not   hold    a    co.mmission    tVoni    the    Continental 
Congress,  yet  i)laced  both  life   and   fortune  in   the  struggle  with  a 
trust    thai    was    inspiring    and   a    faith     that     presaged     vietiu'v. 
They    crossed    the  sea  in    snjall   vessels,   to    beard  the   enemy    lit 
the    mouth    of    his  own    harbcn-s  ;    they    took  prizes  (uii   of  fleets 
strongly  convoyed,  and  in  sight  of  the  ships  that  ha<l    juade  tlie 
sea  a  terror  to  all    othei-    foes;  and    by  their  daring  and  persist- 
ence, they   niad(f  a  record  that  is  too  full  of  I. rave  exploits  to  be 
forgotten.      In  the  laudation    of   the    deeds  that   were  jierformed 
by   our   armies,  and    in   contemplating   the    glory    that    came    to 
the   men  of  ]5unker  Hill,  Valley    Forge,  Stony    Point    and    Vork- 
town,  and    to    the   lew  sliijjs  that   constituted   our    re.i^ular   uavv, 
we     have    passed     over  actions     that    were     etjually    brave     aiid 
patriotic,  and   have  allowed  forgetfuluess  to  cloud  a  fame  that  is 
too  bright  to  sink   into  t>blivion.      Let   the   history   of  wliich   this 
account  is  a  fragment,  grow^  to  completeness,  for  thus  only  can  we 
be  just  to  the   men   who  held  life   as   nothing  when   the   cause  of 
liberty  was  at  stake. 

The  few  records  that  have  been  rescued  from  the  dust  of  years, 
have  heeu  arranged  chronologically  in  the  case  of  the  Privateers, 
but  in  the  matter  referring  to  state  and  continental  vessels,  the 
facts  have  been  taken  up  and  folluwed  to  tlie  end  of  the  career 
of  each,  as  they  came  under  notice. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  PRIVATEERS. 


0)1  \hv  IGtli  of  INIiiicli,  177(i,  tli(-  ("oiitiiicntiil  (iongivss  took 
i:p  the  ni.ittor  of  priviiteeriuf^'.  It  was  debatefl  ut  con.siderablf 
Icnj^th,  ami  it  was  not  till  tlu;  istli  of  Mavcli,  that  tlio  ("onirrfss 
autliorizGil  the  use  of  tlicse  vessels.  Two  of  the  (V)h)iHfcs,  ]\Iary- 
1:111(1  aiiil  I'cnusylvauia,  voted  against  the  measure,  but  tbe  New 
KiiLilaiid  Proviiu'cs,  >«ew  \'(>rk,  \  irj^iuia  and  North  ("arolina,  sup- 
ported it. 

State  cruisers  had  been  tilted  out  previous  to  tliis.  l)iit  tlie 
I'rivateers  were  later  in  j^ctling  to  work,  thouj,di  many  were 
doubtless  waiting  the  oj^iku  tunity,  and  ^\hen  it  came,  made  U];  by 
enterprise  and  daiin^-  for  the  enforced  delay. 

1776. 

The  first  notice  of  the  sailinu;  of  a  Priviiteer  from  (^onnectii-ut, 
Avas  in  Hoptember,  ITTt!.  The  mime  of  this  vessel,  which  is  called 
in  the  account  a  Letter-(>f-]\far(iue,  isiu)t  f;iveu,  but  she  was  coni- 
iiianded  by  Cajitain  Jabez  Huntinj^ton,  of  Norwich,  it  doe.s  not 
seem  prob:ible  that  she  was  the  lirst  private  armed  ship,  or  tlie 
only  one  scut  out  during  that  year,  but  tlu;  records  are  so  frag- 
mentary, that  it  has  been  impossible,  as  yet,  to  discovei'  nny  earlier 
notice,  or  even  a  companion, 


1777. 

In  1777,  the  activity  in  this  direction  was  notably  increased. 
The  Fanny,  owned  by  Thomas  ^Munifoi'd  and  otliers,  sailed,  and 
soon  sent  two  prizes  into  lU'dfurd.  The  sloop  Ameiican  Revenue, 
under  command  of  Captain  Samuel  Champlain,  took  ])rizes  in  .Tan- 
uary  iind  -July,  sending  a  lurgc  ship,  loaded  with  suirar,  into 
Boston.  This  was  a  lucky  vessel,  and  her  c(nnmanders  were 
numerous.  She  will  be  met  with  frecpiently  iu  the  account'^  tliat 
follow. 


Tlio  lieveiige,  a  consort  of  tlio  Aiiiericau  Ilevouue,  is  lii>jt 
mentioned  in  .May,  1777,  when,  under  (Captain  Conkliu^^  slio  took 
prizes,  an  Kn-lisli  bri--,  and  later  a  sliip  of  -liHt  tons,  loa<le<i  witlj 
malio^any  and  lo^woi^d,  wliicli  wlie  sent  into  .Stonin^don,  Septeinlter 
22.  'J'lie  day  this  ship  arrived  in  ])oit,  the  privateer  Ijerself  was 
chased  into  the  same  liarbor  by  a  Ui<^;i\a  and  scliooner,  the  hitter 
running  on  ^\'atch  Hill  reef  in  the  endeavor  to  cut  oft"  the  i:fcven«fe. 
This  schcjoner  was  set  on  tire  and  bh)\vii  up  l)y  her  crew,  t!iey  IieiiM' 
taken  aboard  of  the  larger  vessel.  IJoth  the  Kevenge  and  Amerr 
ciiQ  El' venue  were  from  New  London. 

A  Norwicli  Privateei-,  the  sloop  Phenix,  under  command  of 
(Captain  \Vattles,  is  reported  as  in  from  a  cruise  in  April,  1777, 
having  captured  a  brig  from  Kurope,  which  she  sent  into  Caro- 
Hna.  Captain  Wattles  afterward  h)st  lier  to  the  llritish,  who 
carried  her  into  Halifax.  One  of  her  lieutenants,  William'Kay- 
mond,  was  c(mlined  in  :\lill  Island  prison,  and  died  there.  His 
brother  made  six  privateer  voyages  out  ol  New  London  during 
the  revolution,  sailing  in  the  Dean,  Captain  Klisha  Hinman;  the 
Putnam,  the  Chatham,  Captain  Havens,  the  day,  Captain  Xicoll 
Fosdick,  the  llandoli)h.  Captain  Charles  liulkeley  and  the  :ilarshall 
Captain  Smith,  the  two  last  being  sloops. 

'I'he  accounts  for  1777  are  also  meagre,  and  do  not  cover  the 
activity  of  the  rrivateers  for  the  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
little  published  will  call  forth  those  hidden  stores  of  revolutionary 
material  that  will  enable  the  compiler  to  add  to  the  lew  items 
already  given. 

1778. 

This  was  a  more  active  year,  or  one  in  which  the  records  have 
lieen  better  preserved. 

In  177.S,  the  Kevenge,  under  Captain  Josei)h  Coukling,  evi- 
dently the  same  commander  who  was  in  charge  of  her  in  177  7,  is 
advertised  as  ready  for  a  cruise,  and  as  was  then  customary,  invited 
all  "gentlemen  volunteers  who  desired  to  make  their  fortunes  with 
ease  and  pleasure"  to  form  part  of  her  crew. 

In  May,  in  conqjany  with  the  American  Eevenue,  she  t-.ok  the 
ship  Lively  Luss,  of  London,  and  sent  her  into  Boston.  This 
prize  Avas  invoiced  at  $125,000.  In  December,  177S,  the  Kevenge 
IS  advertised  as  under  the  command  of  Captain  A\illiam  Leeds." 


In  X()veinl)ei-,  177S,  tlie  New  JirooMi,  si  .\'f;\v  Loiidofi  j)iiv!itf'ftr 
bri','',  coiimmndcd  by  C!ii)tftiii  Jjislioj),  wuk  takon  by  tlif  Jiritisli, 
and  carrifMl  into  New  Vork  ;  and  an(>tli(;r  privateer  bii<r,  tlio 
Favoiito,  wliile  on  her  way  from  Jioston  to  New  fiondon,  was  cast 
away  on  Cape  Cod,  and  lost,  tlie  crew  bein^'  saved. 

In  the  name  y(!ar,  the  Two  IJrotlieis,  a  sUjo])  comniiitKh-d  hv 
Captain  T.  ('hester,  came  into  port  niuoh  cut  up,  havin;^'  attacked  a 
Britisli  tranHjjort  of  njiich  superior  force,  in  iutitiide  :54.  Tlie  'I'uo 
Brothers  had  one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded. 

C'aptain  William  Coit,  comniandini^  the  sloup  American,  cruis- 
ing in  the  West  Indies,  took  a  bri^r  and  ship,  and  carried  thouj 
into  Martinico. 

Tlie  privateer  shij)  Putnam  was  built  on  Winthrop  Neck,  by 
(ioddard,  close  to  the  Godibird  house,  and  was  advertised  iu 
^larch,  1778  ;  Thomas  Allen  commander.  She  was  built  by 
Nathaniel  Shaw,  and  her  tirst  commander  was  Captain  John 
Harman,  who  took  several  valuable  prize.s.  She  carried  twenty 
nine-pounders.  "While  under  Captain  Harraan  an  English  frigate 
drove  her  into  a  creek  io  the  eastward  and  nieaut  to  keep  her 
there,  but  Cnptain  Ilarmau  landed  one  of  his  guns  and  mounted 
it  on  a  point  of  land  where  the  frigate  could  be  brought  iu  ran^'e 
and  opened  tire,  the  position  being  hid  by  trees.  The  frigate 
answered  Avith  her  whole  broadside,  keeping  up  the  tire  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  trees  in  branches,  but  doing  no  damage  to  the  crew 
of  the  gun,  Avhich  at  length  cut  away  some  of  the  frigate's  most 
important  rigging.     She  then  raisi^d  her  blockage  of  the  Putnam, 

In  177S  a  sloop  of  twelve  guns  and  lifty  men,  commanded  Ijy 
Captain  Natlnm  Moore,  of  Croton,  with  Captain  13.  Ap})leton, 
f<u-merly  of  New  London,  also  ou  board,  was  taken  l)y  tlie  frigate 
(ialat<^a  and  two  tenders,  after  a  running  tight  lasting  over  tive 
hours,  and  carried  into  Jamaica. 

The  brig  Nancy,  IMichael  Mehilly  commanding,  of  sixteen 
carriage  guns,  was  advertised  for  sailing  in  three  weeks,  ]\[arch 
27,  1778. 

In  ]May,  1778,  the  noted  sloop  Beaver  appears  on  the  scene  ; 
she  carried  twelve  three-pounders,  and  was  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Dodge,  and  was  cliased  into  New  liOndon  by  the  Maid- 
stone frigate,  having  a  narrow  escape.  In  June,  she  was  adver- 
tised to  sail  under  command  of  Captain  William  Havens.  She  is 
one    of  the   vesstds  that  have  caused   many  discrepancies  in  the 


accounts  of  the  timo  becuiiso  of  the  luiinuer  of  spelliu^r  tlio 
liume.  Soinet lines  she  is  cuiled  the  Uevci  iin.l  the  next  icj.ort 
spells  the  iiiime  Keaver,  but  they  iiieaii  one.  and  tlie  siinie  vessel. 
May  If),  177S,  The  (iazette  rcpoits  the  f.-llowiii;,'  exj)l<Mt  : 
'•Sunday  iii-ht  last  two  boats  under  the  coiniuaiid  of  Captain 
Kbenezer  Dayton  and  Cajjtain  .lason  Chester,  with  twenty-four 
men  in  both,  went  to  Lonir  Island  and  carrying,'  one  (»f  tin-  bo;ds 
across  a  narrow  part  of  the  island  at  Southani].toii,  they  went 
about  sixty  miles  up  the  south  side  of  the  island  to  Fire  Ishmd 
Inlet  and  took  possesion  of  live  sad  of  constin^'  vessels  which  lay 
there,  laden  with  lumber,  oysters,  h(msehold  furniture,  some  dry 
j;o(ids,  provisions  and  miscellaneous  -oods.  The  prizes  were  all 
biou-ht  safe  into  port  Amon--  the  ])risouer.s  is  a  liritish  ser- 
geant." 

Miss  Caulkins,  in  her  history  of  New  bondon  says  that  ''the 
Continental  armed  brio-  Jtesistancc,  ten  4  ]ioundei's,  was  litted  out 
at  New  London  at  tlu;  su^'-estion  and  under  the  or.lers  of 
Nathaniel  Shaw.  She  was  commanded  by  Ca])tain  Samuel 
Chew,  and  most  of  her  ollicers  were  New  Londoners.  On 
the  fourth  of  .Alarch,  KTH,  in  a  desperate  encounter  in  the 
A\est  huba  seas,  with  a  lei ter-of-maniue  carryin- L>0  -Hins,  Cap- 
tain (hew  and  Lieutenant  (leor-e  Champlain",  of  New  l.ondon, 
wrre  kilh-d.  The  two  vessels  parted  without  cither  winnin--  the' 
victory,  and  the  Uesistance  was  carried  into  15oston  by  Lieu- 
tenant Leeds,  'i'he  Kesistanee  was  ca].tured  by  the  Ibitish  in 
November,  177N,  and  burnt.  It  is  ])robable  that  .ALss  Caulkins 
was  niistal;en  in  callino-  the  vessel  a  Continental  cruiser.  She  was 
most  likely,  a  state  vessel,  or  one  of  the  numerous  privateers 
fitted  out  by  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Shaw.  Cooper  makes  no 
mention  of  her,  and  if  she  had  been  a  Continental  vessel  and 
Ibu-ht  the  brilliant  aciiou  spoken  of,  he  would  not  have  omitted 
her  from  his  list  of   re-^ular  vessels,  and  his  history. 


1779. 

1779  was  a  very  active  year  lor  Connecticut  privateers.  Under 
date  of  March  5th.  The  (Connecticut  (^n/.ette  says:  "Sunday 
evening,  u  brio  hidened  with  salt,  was  captuie<l  ollf  this  harbor  liv 
three  privateers,  and  brought  in.  The  rhursday  previous,  wis 
brought   into    Stonington   by  Cai)tain   Dennie,  in  -x  small  schooner 
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jnivateer  lr<Jia  licdt'ord,  a  sloop  callcil  tlic  Wil'w^i-c,  bi'lfii  uitli 
wood  and  wlieat,  l)(;iii«^  uiic  of  the  Hoct  wliicli  passtrd  this  liail)i)r 
the  day  bet'orc,  for  Newport,  On  l)oanl  ilife  sloo}j  was  Thoiuas 
(iilbert,  Jr.,  and  Jjradlbnl  (lillxit,  (two  sons  o\'  C<)\.  (iill)ert  of 
Freetown,  a  noted  Tory.)  ()u  Friday  they  w(!re  broiitilit  to  thi.4 
town  and  coiuniitted  to  <,'oal.  It  is  said  tiie-s.;  yoiin^'  (Iillx  its  lately 
piloted  a  [)aity  of  the  enemy  fi-oiu  Newport  to  W  arren. 

In  our  last  WG  nientioued  a  ihitish  privateer  l)ein<^  driven 
aslioie  at  Saehem's  Head;  fioin  wliirli  the  captain  (Saniuel  loL'cr.-i 
of  Xoiwalk)  and  the  erew,  aniouiitiii^  lo  thirty-six,  were-  brou^lit 
here  and  confined." 

Another  report  of  the  lirst  ocvMirreiiee  says  that  in  \)>iil,  ihe 
(uiieial  Sullivan  schot)iier,  William  neiinis,  eoininaiHlini:-,  nrnk  tin,' 
slooj)  llefii<^^ee,  Thomas  (liUjei-t,  -Ir.,  commanding-.  'I'his  para^'rapli 
is  valuable  as  ^dvinj^''  the  name  of  the  American  vessel  and  her 
ca])tain  Not  only  were  the  patriots  veiy  active  tiiis  year,  but 
the  refugees  in  Nev*'  York  were  also  proni])t  in  tlie  matter  of 
filtin;^-  out  vessels.  One  of  these,  a  bri,^  named  the  IJan^'er,  carry- 
iu'^  12  i^unshad  been  ])articul.irly  active  in  tlu;  Soiiinl,  and  three 
privateers  lyiny- in  New  Lomlon,  heariii;^  that  she  was  moored  to 
the  wharf  in  Sa^'  tlarbor  determined  to  attack  iier.  Thev  were  the 
brig  ]\Iiddletown,  Captain  Nathan  Sa^e,  the  sloops  lieaver,  (.'ap- 
tain  William  Havens,  and  the  ivi-^le,  ('apt;un  lOdward  Conkliiij.^. 
The  attack,  \vhich  took  jilace  on  tlu;  Illst  nf  .January,  was  success- 
ful, and  tluiv  brought  her  in  triumph  to  New  bcunion.  The  next 
day  they  made  a  descent  on  several  vessels  that  had  run  info  tiie 
same  harbor  for  refuge,  but  were  unsuccessful,  the  Middietown 
grounding  and  being  abandoned  to  the  eiieiiiy.  Ueveiige  was 
si)eedily  had,  however,  for  between  March  1st  and  June  FUh,  nine 
'I'ory  [)rivateers  w'ere  captured  and  l)rought  into  New  London. 

The  sloop  l']agle,  a  privateer,  Captain  Fdwaril  Conkling,  was 
cruising  in  the  sound  in  April,  ITT'J,  and  there  captured  a  lirigau- 
tine  ladened  with  sdt  and  other  prizes.  On  the  Sih  of  Mav, 
while  cruising  (d"f  l*oint  .ludith,  shc^  took  six  sail  of  vessels  in 
succession,  all  small  but  one,  which  liad  a  cargo  of  West  India 
goods.  ^Manning  the.se  vessels  reduced  the  crew  to  fifteen,  while 
the  prisoners  were  sixteen.  The  latter  watched  au  opportunity  and 
niunlered  the  whole  sloop's  crew  except  two  boys.  3Iany  o\'  the 
dead  were  numgied  in  a  savage  nnmnner.  The  Eagle  was  (Ueu 
taken  into  Newport.   Oai)tain  Conklin-'s  death  was  much  regretted, 
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as  lie  was  a  liuniaiu!  ami  ti'iistwortliy  man  and  a  1)rav<;  oiViccy. 
'I'lio  six  prizes  all  anivcd  safe  in  Stouiiij^'toii.  'I'lie  i']a<''(;  was 
bhnvii  up  at  New  Yovh  liefoic;  the  fiid  of  the  inoiitli,  by  tlie  siiuit- 
jnii^of  a  pistol  near  the  luanaziiic  S(;vfial  of  the  llritisli  crew 
were  killed  liy  tlu;  explosion,  one  of"  them  heiii^,'  a  man  ii.inKMl 
Murphy,  the  murderer  of  (Ja])tain  f 'onklin^^. 

Under  dale  of, Inly  sth,  1771).  the;  foUowin;^'  items  ar(^  ;^iven: 

"  On  i\Ion(hiy,  arrived  from  a  criiiHc,  \]\i:  ])rivateei'  s<hooner 
P.lack  Snake,  Captain  I'^reeborii,  of  15 df  ii-d,  with  a  sehooner,  her 
pi'ize,  laden  with  100  pniudieons  of  rum  and  olher  arri-les.  froi,. 
•luniaiea  I'or  New  York.  The  evfiuinj^-  before  Captain  Freeborn  fell 
ill  with  tliem,  they  made  the  haul  back  of  fjon^'  Island,  and  at  1(1 
o'clock  at  ni^ht,  whilst  the  caiitain  and  passeiigei-s  were  asleep  in 
the  cabin,  the  mate  and  four  seamen  came  in,  tied  the  ca]itain"s 
legs  and  arms  in  such  a  manner  that  he  could  not  move,  and  took' 
])ossessioii  of  the  vessel,  dechiriiiL;'  thes  intended  to  carry  her  into 
StDiiington  or  New  London,  and  kept  the  vessel  before  the  wind 
all  niuht  sfeeiinj^'  eastward;  but  in  the  moi-|iiiig,  the  above  ])ri- 
vateer  appearing-  oil'  ^fontauk  I'oint,  they  took  to  their  boat  and 
put  ashore,  taking  her  for  a  Ib-itish  tender,  when  the  jnivateer 
bore  down  and  took  possession  of  her. 

'J'uesday  last,  the  sloo])  Amerit^an  Keveiiue  sent  into  Stoniu"'- 
toii  the  privateer  Sheelai',  Irom  New  ^'ork,  toLi'cther  with  a  schooner 
huleii  with  tobacco,  her  iirize. 

'Ihe  sloop  Natutilus,  a  prize,  was  ad\eitised  for  sale,  as  wa.s 
the  sloop  Sally,  late  the  Wooster,  privatinr,  of   New  Haveii. 

The  r>eaver,  W.  llavc^is,  commander,  was  advertised  to  sail 
on  the  lOlli  of  July  ;  and  the  brig  Saratoga,  .lames  Monro,  com- 
mander, mounting  sixteen  six  jxninders,  was  also  iinticed  as 
littiiig  out  for  a  ctiiise  against  the  enemies  of  the  Uniteil  States. 

The  Itevenge  and  American  llevenue  were  also  very  busy 
during  this  year.  In  ]May,  the  llevenge  is  reported  ii.s  having 
arrived  fii»ni  a  cruise,  her  eommaiuh'r  being  Ca])tain  Nathaniel 
i'ost.  In.lune,  1  7711,  she  sent  in  u})rize,  the  brigantine  Xeplune, 
and  in  August,  .she  brought  in  the  British  privateer  sloop 
^los([uito,  of  fourteen  guns,  which  was  immediately  litted  and 
sent  out  against  hei-  former  owners.  Later,  the  Kevenge  arrived 
home  iu  eompaii}-  with  the  Argo,  Ca))tain  Talbot,  a  Continental 
sloop,  having  sent  in  many  prizes.  The  Iteveiige  ;ind  AmericaTi 
llevenue  carried  twelve  guns  each,  three  pounders. 
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The  Amciiciui  llcvoiiue  was  r('p(iit(;'l  to  liave  luadc  n  siiff-f-ss- 
fill  ciuise  (^iirly  iu  tlio  your,  i)(;iii^'  then  coiniiiaiidod  li^-  (,':ii>tiiiii 
^Vilhalll  Leeds.  After  this  the  aceniiiits  of  her  heeoiuc;  jjiixcnl,  one 
sayiii;^-  that  in  June,  ITT'.),  wlieii  ai^aiii  coimiimnlerl  by  (.'a))taiii 
Saiiuiel  Chainphiin,  she  was  caijtni'fiil  by  tlie  I'liief-ni,  wliilf 
aiiotlier  slates  that  her  eniiiiiiainh  r  was  ('a[»taiii  Jaj^'j^er,  and  tli.it 
slie  was  taken  l)y  tlie  (ireyhound  fri^^atc.  Sh(!  was  lunhniht-dlv 
captured  and  carried  into  New  ^'ork,  and  it  seems  tliat  the  iic- 
coiint  statiny  that  slie  was  unthr  Captain  ( 'hanqdiin's  coniniaiKl 
at  tlie  time,  is  eoricct,  as  hiri  rutiirn  in  a  ihiy  of  truce  vessi-l  is 
noted  as  occurrin<f  kite  iu  .inly,  and  Anyel,  Frentis  and  (iove  are 
reported  as  reiiehing  liome  in  a   lilcc  conveyance    in  An;^ii^,t,  177'.'. 

I'he  Itriy  Nancty,  iu  .Inly,  177'.»,  when  uii.k'i' tin;  comuiand  of 
Captain  William  Leeds,  was  taken  h)'  the  Ihiti.^li  fii;:al(-  (liev- 
liouud.  Iu  the  previons  year,  uuihir  Captain  I'inkham,  she  was 
reported  at  IMartinico. 

On  November  '2;'),  1771>,  Cai)tain  ^Melally  is  reported  in  a 
privateer  bi'ij.^-,  and  as  sending-  in  three  prizes. 

In  Septendter,  177!),  the  lllack  Snake,  jjrivateer,  Captain  I'ree- 
born,  sent  into  IJedt'ord  three  i)iizes  taken  off  Lony  Island,  the 
first,  a  himlier  iadeiied  vessel,  the  second  a  lelter-of-marcpie  bri;,--, 
and  the  thiril,  a  sloo[)  from  danniica. 

Near  the  middle  of  the  uionth,  the  \'ounj^- Cromwell,  Captain 
^^'altles,  sciut  in  a  large  sloop  laden  with  lumber,  twenty  days 
from  Halifax;  and  the  ilay  alter  the  arrival  of  this  prize,  the 
Voun<4  Cromwell  in  company  witii  the  lietaliatiou,  Cajitaiu 
A^'hittle^ey,  came  in  with  two  i)rizes — the  brig-  \\'alpole,  from 
Cork,  hulen  willi  provisions,  and  a  letter-of-nuii([ue  brig  troin 
Boston,  (Jeorge  .Nbty,  late  master.  She  sailed  from  Boston  for  the 
West  Indies,  and  had  taken  and  sent  in  there  a  biig  laden  Avitli 
tobacco  ;  the  people  afterwards  rose  on  (.'a})tain  ]May,  ami  were 
bound  into  New  ^'ork  with  the  vessel,  when  l)eiug  pursued  by  the 
ubov(^  privateers,  and  also  the  privateer  Ivigle,  they  ran  her 
ashore  on  the  back  of  Li)ng  Islaiul,  but  she  was  got  oil"  without 
dauuige  Tlu;  same  day  that  these  privateers  came  iu,  arrivt-d  a 
sclujoner  laden  with  West  India  goods,  retaken  by  Captain  John 
Swan,  in  a  letter-ol'-nuirtpie  .sloo[>  fi'om  New  London. 

Se[)teniber,  1771),  seemed  to  have  been  tpiite  an  active  nmnth 
for  New  London  privateers,  for  about  the  '2Mh  and  iMitli,  Hie 
Huucoclc,   JJeaver,  Young  Cromwell  and   (iates  returned    fium  a 


''-fc 


13 

cruise,  (liiiinj,'  \vlii<-li  \\u-  Youn<,'  Ciomuc.ll.  C.-ii.t.iin  Wattles,  to.»k  a 

hlooj)  1)01111(1  IVoin  Now  l''()uii(lliiiul  to  Now   ^'oik  liKloncd  with  lisli 

ftiul  11  few    casKs   of    wine  ;    niid    fjio  iJeaver,  a   bii^'  l,omi<l    from 

New  York  to  (,)iu;l)cc,  hultiica  with  salt,  l),.(li  piizcs  anivin.,'   h.-iIV.-. 

Au.l  ill  this  cinisc  <.f   the  Hancock,  (.cciirrod  another  of  those 

deeds  .,r  daiiii-  for    \vliicl,  the    lievnlutioiiary  ].rivateersiiiaii    was 

noted.      On    the    Sth  of    Septernher,  when    in    eonipany    with   the 

Venus,    Cai.tnin    AVeldon,  and    the   K:.ole,    Captain   .FJsdi,-lc,    an<l 

bem^-   tlien  undei-  the    comniand    of  (!i.ptain    (;hani])lain,   a  hir^'e 

ship    was  sighted    which    was  soon  made  out  to  he  a  three  decked 

letier-of-nian.ne,  of    -JO    carriage  o-ui,s.       Yet    these    small    sloops 

boldly  attacked  lier  and   en-aged  her  three  glasses,  when,  lindmg 

her  sui)evior  force  too  much  for  them,  they  hauled  off  with  flying 

color.s  the  enemy  not  daring  to  i)ursue.    In  this  tight  the  Hancock 

lost  three  men,  Josepli  Starkweather,  I'j.lfrey  Uaker  and  Jonatlniu 

Brown,  killed,  aud   had  lour  men   wounde.L     She  was   also    mucli 

cut   up    in    her    spars  and    i-igging.       The    \'enus   had    two   men 

Avoundcd. 

A  few  days  after  this  action,  the  A'enus  aud  Kagle,  while  in 
company,  were  driven  on  shore  on  K<^^  flarbor  beach  hv  the 
Ih-itish  frigate  Daphne,  with  three  smaller  vessels  in  c.m'ipany. 
The  ve.<sels  were  lost,  l.ut  their  rigging,  ..uiis,  armament  and  other 
stores  were  saved. 

This  tight  deserves  the  highest  ])raise,  as  the  combined  metal 
ot  the  i.iivateers  was  but  lOH  poiind.s  for  both  broadsides,  Avhile 
the  shi])  had  a  battery  throwing  more  than  24(1  ])ounds,  or  ] -20 
pounds  per  broadside,  her  guns  being  of  much  greater  range 
and  force. 

In  October,  177'.),  the  ]mvateer  brig  Heliance,  Captain  King, 
arrived  in  New  London,  coming  m  :\b)nday.  the  lltli.  The  Sat- 
urday before,  the  ])eiiancc  met,  and  captured  otf  ]ilue  Point,  on 
the  south  .side  of  Long  Island,  the  transport  ship  Badger,  com- 
manded by  Kdward  Flynn.  She  was  under  jury  masts,"ind  had 
]'2-2  tr.-opsoii  board.  Unfortunately,  the  next  morning,  the  ship 
was  retaken  by  a  British  cruiser,  l)ut  Captain  King  had  taken  out 
of  her  four  Hessian  ofKcers,  nine  Hessian  and  twelve  British 
soldiers,  and  the  captain,  mate  and  nine  seamen  of  the  Badger's 
creAv,  bringing  them  into  port. 

On  October  Lith,  177'.),  there  came  into  New  London  a  brij? 
from    Hispanola,  retaken    by    the    Beaver  and    a  letter-of-marque 
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.sloop  l)('l()ii<,aii^-  in  the  Coiiuccticiit  rivor,  coi-hiiuij.I.mI  Iiy  (';ipt;iiii 
Jose])li  Sniitli,  iVcjin  ;icniiso  in  Uic.  West  Iridifs. 

.Many  vessels  mo  noted  as  ready  loi-  sailing'  duiiii;,'  tliiw  vear. 
The  bii^iintinc  Xaiiey,  of  Xoiwich,  l(i  six-pMunfleis,  f  lie  bri^'antiiuj 
Le  Despencei-,  Captain  Michael  Mcijally,  iui<l  tin;  bii-  Deliance, 
Captain  Nicoll  l-'o^dick.  tli<'  [jh  i)espeneer  biin^'in*,'  in  tw.)  prizes 
in  Decenib.  r.  Other  ])rivatei:rs  saihnj^'  from  New  London  durinj,' 
the  year  \V(;re  the  W'ashinitun,  Capt.iiii  hcmin;^  ;  Sail v,  < 'aptain 
Howard;  Kxperimenf,  Captain  Sa-e  ;  Shelali,  Captain  Kzek  Hop- 
kins ;  The  Lively,  Cai>tain  lOzek  Ib^jikins,  Jr.,  wliicli  took  Hie 
.sch(M)uei-  Chance  in  Oetohei',  tlu;  (ianucoek  ami  .Xt-ptiiiH-.  and 
the  Cutter,  a  vessel  captured  Ironi  the  British,  and  litted  f..r  Wi.rk 
a.^ainst  lier  fnrnier  owners.  The  Youn^-  (Jromwell  under  Captain 
A\'attles,  was  very  successful  all  thiou-h  this  year,  and  eooperateil 
with  other  privateers,  the  lietaliatiou  Ca[)taiu  ^\■lIittlesev,  hein^^ 
in  coiui)any  wluMi  two  j^-ood  piizes  were  taken. 

In  ^farcli,  177'J,  the  sloop  J>caver,  si  ill  comni mded  1)V  Caj)- 
tain  ]iavens,  and  in  company  with  the  Hancock,  ('aptain  Eiisha 
Hinman,  took  the  Iniy  ndlona  off  Sandy  Hook,  laden  with 
W(!st  India  stores.  The  lielloua  w  is  a  pi-ivateer,  of  KiO  tons,  Ifi 
^uns.  Tliese  vessels  also  took  the  Lady  lOrskine,  a  jn  ivateer  sloop 
of  10  M-uns.  and  several  other  vessels  from  a  lleet  from  New  \'ork, 
convoyed  by  tlie  Thames  frii^-ate  of  :)(')  -^uns. 

Later  ill  the  moutli,  while  tlie  i>ea\erliy  in  N'ew  Londni, 
dismantieil  for  repairs,  a  Hritish  lleet  pisseil  tiie  mouth  of  the 
river,  on  their  way  up  the  Sound  onvoyed  bv  a  friyato,  and 
thi-ee  armed  tenders  td'  force  superior  to  the  prixateer.  Captain 
Havens  shipped  his  yuns,  bent  his  sails,  and  i^atherin^f  between 
fifty  and  sixty  voluntetu-H,  i)ushed  out  in  jjursuit.  He  succeeded 
in  luring-  out;  of  the  armed  vessels  to  chase  liim,  and  when  she 
was  near  enoiii^h  for  this  he  suildenly  lan  out  his  ^'uns,  and  cai-ie 
to  (dose  action.  This  lasted  but  a  h\v  ndnutes,  the  enemy  strikin-'- 
liis  llajj^,  and  the  ]5eaver  sailed  back  into  the  harbor  in  triumph, 
in  company  with  her  i)rize,  the  result  of  an  afternoon's  work,  and 
an  example  of  enterprise  and  .spirited  courage  ot  which  anv  navy 
miyiit  be  proud. 

Still  in  .^[:lr(dl,  ITT'.»,  ami  under  Captain  Havens,  with  a 
schooner  commanded  by  Captain  Dennis  in  company,  the  l-eaver 
captured  a  scdiooner  near  lluntiuyton,  Loni^  Island,  which  they 
sent    into    Horse   Neck.       Shortly    after   thi.s,  the    two   privateers 
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Were  iitliickcd  by  two  l;ir^(-  row  ^^allcys  iiinl  tin  I5(;!iver  Wii.-i  (lri\t.-ii 
iishort!  ue.'ii'  tlio  lust  iiimied  pl.'ico,  l)ut  \va>  iIoIoikUmI  by  Imr  (;r(W 
iiud  II  few  Ooiitiiieiiliil  hoops,  (liiviii<^  tlio  ^'ulliivs  ol't",  tiu;  iirivjifccT 
l()siii[^'  four  killed,  and  lia\iiii;'  sevt;ial  wouiidiid.  Slie  was  ;,'ott'-ii 
alloat,  and  ill  Ainil,  sent  in  si'ViMal  pri/i  s,  and  in  Juno,  (>tln  is 
luuony  tlicin  tlu;  IcUfir-ol'-niaicjUi'  sloop  Uov(;r,  ol  six  ^mis,  a 
sloop  laden  with  nini  and  siij^ai,  iind  tln^  schooner  A  uctioiicor 
cuniiiianded  by  Captain  Sanuiel  Itoj^eis,  of  Xorwalk,  a  Itoyalist, 
wlio  had  bei!!!  Piken  and  bi(m;4hl  into  X<tw  Luidon  (jina;  lud'ore. 

The  JJeavev  also  sent  in  a  schooner  loafbid  witli  hindjer,  and 
on  June  "iStli,  a  slooj)  of  ten  j^aius,  said  to  have  been  tlu;  tender 
to  the  Kenown,  '71,  the  Ifanc^ock  takini;-  part  in  this  capture.  The 
lioaver  was  busy  all  through  the  y(;ar,  sending,;-  iii  prizes  duiiu;^" 
the  sinnnicr,  and  hein;^'  advertiseil  to  sail  on  a  cniise  und(,'r  (,'a])- 
tain  Havens,  Se])teniber  S,  177'.). 

In  Febiaiary,  177'.),  th(!  ship  I'litnam  saileil  on  a  cruise,  with 
Nathaniel  Saltonstall  as  cajitain,  and  .lolin  ('ha[)inan  as  lii-sl  lieu- 
tenant. She  was  in  Boston  in  June,  liaviny  taken  si.x;  prizes.  IShe 
made  another  short  cruise  in  the  suminer,  t;ikin^;'  several  prizes 
and  was  then  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  foi-  the 
Penol)sc()t  exjiedition,  in  which  she  was  burnt. 

Slie  was  repuied  to  he  the  fastest  saih-r  fr()ni  Xew  l"hiL;land. 
Mark  Ivl^'ar  was  one  of  the  ni'istcr  Uiecdiauics  working'  on  her. 

Tin;  Hancock,  so  oftcMi  nientione(l  in  company  witli  the 
Beaver,  was  a  sloop  owned  by  Thomas  !\iuml'ord.  In  -Tune,  177'.), 
when  under  command  of  Captain  Peter  liichards,  she  captured  a 
privateer  scliooner  i-uryin;^'  twelve  ^'uus,  named  "The  Eayle,"' 
from  New  \^)rk',  and  this  capture  made  tlie  ninth  New  York  pri- 
vateer brought  into  New  London  between  ^fai-ch  1st  and  June 
13th,  ITTi).  The  lCa,i;le  was  iniiiiediately  fitted  out  for  a  cruise 
against  the  British,  and  soon  captureil  u  prize  off  Huntington 
The  I'aglo  was  commaniled  in  tliis  cruise  by  Captain  David 
Brooks. 

In  July,  177i),  the  Hancock,  couimanded  by  Captain  Lodowick 
Cliamplain,  was  so  closely  pursued  by  a  British  frigate  that  she 
threw  over  her  guns  and  sawed  down  her  waist,  by  this  escaping 
into  Boston.  In  August  she  was  again  out  on  ;i  cruise  and  cap- 
tured two  schooners  and  a  brig  kiden  witli  West  India  goods.  Her 
liglit  in    September    in    company  with    the  Kagle  iiud    Venus,  ha. 
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boon  iiototl,  mill  tlio  naim;  of  tlie  l'];ij^d(;  sIhmvh  tliul,  tijore  wore  two 
ol'  tliiH  uuiiic,  the  Olio  in  ooiiipauy  in  tliis  i'v^Ut,  coijiiii:iu<loil  ]»y 
Captiiiu  Xicnll  Fo.sdick  aiul  tlio  one  taken  IVoin  the  Jiriti.-^h  l>y  tin- 
JIancock,  and  littetl  as  an  Aineiican  jnivalocr  uiulcr  eoniinaii'l  of 
Captain  David  J}roc)ks. 

1  780. 

17.su  was  like  177l>,  a  busy  year  in  ('onnecticut  piivateerini,'- 
annalrf.  The  inconiplete  roeords  make  all  arcounts  of  tliese  fra^'- 
nientaiv  ;  but  it  is  best  to  ^^athcr  eacli  item,  that  others,  as  they 
aie  found,  may  be  added. 

Karly  in  ]\[ay  the  Voim^  Cromwell  sent  into  New  London  a 
sloop  with  lumber,  which  she  retook  as  it  wa.->  ;:oin}^  into  S;indy 
Hook,  'i'lie  sloop  ^vas  one  of  several  prizes  eapturt:d  in  Dela- 
ware bay  by  a  small  jirivatecr  from  New  York.  Tlio  Voun^' 
Cromwell  was  eommunded  i)y  Captain  \\'attles. 

About  the  l.lth  of  .May  the  privateers  Young- Cromwell,  Hawk 
and  Sally,  lirouj^ht  in  the  ship  .lenny,  Captain  Hamlii(,-ton,  from 
\\  hitl)y  in  I'hij^land,  bound  to  New  York.  Slie  was  about  IdO 
tons  burthen,  and  was  loaded  wiih  coal,  cordage  and  canvas,  an 
illiterative  cargo. 

Aiiout  the  same  time,  the  ]\Iitllin,  private-armed  ship-of-war, 
and  the  privateer  Pily^rim,  sent  into  .\ew[)ort,  two  large  shijis,  oiu- 
carrying  twenty  guns  and  Jt)0  men. 

JNIay  "Jtith,  it  was  reported  that  the  Ihmcock  and  lumkcr  Plill, 
New  bondon  privateers  and  the  llolker,  a  i)rivateer  from  Pliila- 
del])hia,  had  captured  a  large  ship  fixmi  liarbadoes,  laden  with  I'A) 
]K)gsheads  of  rum.     The  jtrize  was  sent  intt)   I'hiladelphia. 

Duiing  ITsOtlie  Hancock  was  commanded  liy  Cajitaiu  Peter 
liichards. 

On  the  '2~>i\\,  the  Hancock,  r'>ci)eriment  and  Young  Beaver, 
New  Ijoudon  privateers  retuincd  from  a  ci  uise.  luglit  d:iys  jtre- 
vious,  these  i)rivateers,  in  company  with  the  Ijrig  llolker,  a" 
I'hiladelphia  i)rivateer,  fell  in  with  the  .Vrtorice,  a  j)afkel  from 
Falmouth,  bound  to  New  York,  commanded  by  Charles  Newman, 
and  mouiitinL!,'  •JO  tiuns.  This  ship  wa-  near  the  east  point  of  Sandy 
Hook,  and  was  run  on  shore,  thus  allowing  her  crew  to  carry  otf 
the  mail  from  ]']iigland.  The  ])ri/,ci  would  have  been  got  oli'  liad 
not  a  fleet  of  twenty  sail  come  out  of  tlie  ]),iy  the  ne\t  morni  ig, 
and  forced  the  i)rivateers  to  abauduu  tluir  ])rize,  alter  taking  out 
a  lew  artifdes. 


17 


,liiiie  1st,  the  pi i vat (.'01'  Sully,  ('aptain  Wanior,  came  into  Now 
liOiidoii  ami  bioii^Mit  in  tint  Ini^'  (■oiMiflia,  William  Adams,  latr; 
oDinniandei',  17  weeks  from  Diililin,  ea))tur(il  by  the  .Sally  aiirl 
Ihinkei'  Jlill.      tier  ch-lio  invoiced  $:'.'.), (tOO. 

AliDiit  the  r)tli  ol  .liwic,  tli<;  Hancock,  commanded  l»y  (.^iptain 
Kicliards,  canii!  in  trom  a  criiis<'  !nJn;^ii)f^  ifi  tlie  bi'i^^  Fn('nd.slii[), 
\\"illi;im  liobiiisdii,  l;it(!  niasler,  laileued  with  Mado'ia  wine,  and 
bound  to  Xcw  \'oik.  Two  days  bcl'oic,  the  Sally,  linnker  Hill 
and  Mxpcrinicnt,  privateers,  whih;  cruisinLi'  ol't"  INTontank  iVjint, 
were  chased  in  by  a  fast  sailing"  t'lii^ate,  whirh  \\;(s  last  .seeir  iiiakiiiL- 
tor  aiiothi!)-   privateer  shtoi). 

'I'his  pi-oved  to  be  tlu'  ])rivatcer  Hawice,  Cajitain  ()lniste;id,  :ind 
she  w:is  ill  iv(n  on  shore,  on  the  sonlh  side  of  l.on^^  Islunrl.  'I'hi. 
vessel  was  lost,  but  the  ci('W  j^ot  safelv  on  shore,  and  were  soeii 
back  in  New  London,  ready  for  aiiothei'  cruise. 

A  slo(.p  named  the  Sally,  prize  to  t)ie  ^'ount;  ( 'roniwell.  was 
advertised  lor  sale  Jum;  Idth. 

On  rluly  1  Itli  it  was  leportcd  that  the  ])ii\ateer  Retaliation 
had  sent  into  Savl)rook  a  N'ir^inia  built  vessel,  which  «ho  retook 
oil"  Sandy  Hook.  She  then  drove  two  other  vessels  ashore  on 
fjonj^;'  Inland,  and  afterward  eapturcul  a  small  ]uivateer. 

Under  date  of  March  'J-Jnd,  ITSO,  itwas  reitorted  that  '•  last 
week  w. is  sent  into  Newport,  by  the  hdti'r-of-marcpie  sloop  lietali. 
alion,  Cajitaiii  Whit  tlesey,  of  Siivbrook,  a  lar;j;e  brit;',  ladeiied  with 
oats  and  miscellaneous  articles"  'J'liis  vessel  sailed  from  Ireland 
with  a  lleet  of  \ictiiallers  for  New  \'ork,  and  liiul  been  11  weeks 
out  when  captured.  Uiuier  the  same  <Lite  the  ])rivateer  Ijiij.^  J.o 
])i  spencer,  Alichael  iMelallv  commander,  from  New  Londcva,  is  re- 
])Oi'ted  taken  by  a  tVij.;ate  and  eai'ried  into  New  \'ork,  Init  this  was 
a  mistake,  as  in.luly,  17SU.  this  vessel  under  Captiiin  Nathauitd 
Saltonstall,  came  in  from  a  cruise. 

June  1^;!,  th(!  bri,n"antinc  Friendshi[),  the  brii;"  Cornelia,  mount- 
in;^-  si\  (i  ])oiind  and  six  12  })ound  .^'uiis,  prizi's  to  the  Hancock, 
the  bri^-  Thomas  and  the  sloop  lU'covery.  all  prizes  are  advertised 
for  sale. 

The  Hancock,  Captain  Ilichards,  had  just  come  in  from  a 
cruise  and  rei)orted  meetinji;  Captain  -lohu  Ho])kins  in  a  private 
armed  sliij),  who  rejiorted  capturing  a  letter  ol'-m;n-i|ue  biii.' mnunt- 
ing  14  guns.  The  Hancock  immedialely  advertised  tor  aniuhe. 
cruise. 
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A  sc.li()()ii(;r,  prize;  to  tlio  .\iiiori<-iiii  lifivoiiiic  utid  K\pf;i  iiu'.-ut 
[•riv.iteeis,  cauio  in  .luiio  20t.li,  himI  hy  a  sniiill  .S(;1iooiiit  tliat  ariived 
ill  Stoiiiiij^'toii  ul)(>ut  ilx,'  Siiiiio  tiiiu;,  eoiiiiiij,'  IVoiii  Ul-i-iuikIji,  it  was 
loanu'd  tliai  a  l';tt(;i-of-iii  in|iio  sloup  IVoiu  Now  L')ii>loii,  com- 
iiuindcd  by  (Captain  .labe/,  Loiil,  had  \)iu'.n  (raptured  and  carried 
into  tliat  place  l)y  a  ])iivat('(u-  boloii'_nii;<  there.  I'luler  the  same 
(hite,  the  (h  ath  oi  Daniel  Stan-,  a  li(;iit';iiaiit  in  the  (,'  tiitiiK-iital 
navy,  and  .soiiujtiiiie  cajjiain  of  a  ])i-ivafeer,  \»  iiot'id  as  takin;,' 
place  in  the  action  between  the  'J'nind>nll  and  the  Walt. 

In  dnly,  the  ))i-ivateer  schoonijr  llsperiiuent,  Cajttiin  Hall,  jait 
into  l'"'i>shers  Jslainl  Sound,  I'loni  a  cruiscj  otf  Sandy  Hook,  where 
he  saw  .si\  sail  of  ships  of  war,  which  lie  siip[)).s:id  were  lirifisli, 
two  of  tlie  nuinlxT,  li  i^^ates,  cliasinn'  him  as  far  as  IMMHtank  roiiii. 

Auj^ust  -Joth,  the  following-  is  reported  :  List,  Cnursday  eveii- 
inj^-,  aiTiveda  small  schooner,  prize  to  the  sNjop  Ifam-ock,  {'ai»taiii 
Kicharils.  The  privatc^er  ship  Deaue,  (Japlain  Miniuan,  from  tliis 
})ort,  has  sent  info  IJoston,  a  briL;'  from  (nienisey  Wound  to  New 
\  orlv,  laden  with  l^raiidy,  (j!eiieva  coidial  and  miscellaneous  j,^)!^!^. 
Saturday  last,  a  schooner  i)acket  of  ten  1  iioiinders,  bound  troiu 
New  "^'ork  to  KnL;-land,  with  a  unnd)er  ol'  passen^ei's.  was  (dii.^L'd 
on  shore  near  Huutinj^ton,  l)y  the  Youny  Cromwell,  ll.imlin,  and  a 
bri^f  l)rivateer.  The  people  l;-o(  on  shore  except  two,  the  ve.ssel 
was  immeiliately  ^'ot  otf,  and  stmt  into  the  Connecticut  iivcr.  This 
vessel,  il  is  said,  sundry  times  attempted  to  j^et  to  sea  liy  tlie 
Hook,  but  was  as  often  drove  in  by  American  cruiser--,  and  when 
taken,  was  attempting  to  get  to  sea  by  the  Sound. 

Other  items  for  the  summer  of  ITSO,  were  the  advertising,  as 
ready  foi-  a  cruise,  of  the  fast  sailing  privateer  sloop  Kandoljili, 
Captain  NicU  Fosdick,  commander,  and  the  ariivai  of  the  Le 
Kespencer,  privateer  brig,  Captain  Nathaniel  Sahonslall.  ihis 
wasa1)out  tlie  •JUtli  of  July,  and  August  4th  it  was  reported  th;it 
Sunday  last,  a  small  i)rivateer  schooner  mounting  six  carri-^^u; 
guns,  arrived  in  New  Loiid(Mi,  a  inize  to  the  (leneial  Washington, 
('ai)taiii  .^Funro,  the  (Jeneral  Washington  being  a  New  lAUiduii 
vess(d.  The  British  [irivaleer  was  fitted  out  in  IJermuda,  and 
was  one  of  the  infamous  (i  uf  fridge's  lleet.  'idle  next  'idiursday 
the  Washington  was  idiased  in  liy  two  i-aiglish  frigates,  she  .mt- 
sailing  them  from  tlu.'  hoginiiing  off  IJhode  Island. 

On  Sei)teinber  the  Tth,  tiie  shit.p  Itrtaliatiun,  Capt.-'n  TIart 
returned   into  N(!W  London    from   a   cruise  oil"  Sandy  Hook.      The 
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IXiirmtioii  Imd  V('('a))tur<'(l  tlio  slooj)  Pjitifricp,  of  Providence, 
■\)]'vM'.  to  the  lcttoi-()f-iniir(|iU!  sliip  fiOid  Dinsinoic,  tliiitv-two 
j,'uiis,  tVoiii  London  to  \(.-\v  Voi-ic  ;  ;iii<I  ;i  .sloop  l>cIon;^'in;,'- to  Xaii- 
liU'kct,  |ili/.('  to  tlu;  Hirlnnond  IVi^'atc.  Hotli  of  I  licsr  \  csscl.-,  liill 
iihhoiv  near  .Moiiliiuk  J'liiiil.  Cajilain  I  lart  art(.'i\va)-<l  caiilnrrti  an 
aiiiifMl  .slooj)  an<l  two  other  siuall  ciaft  ot  like  i-j^',  whi(-li  were 
iiiidcr  llic  llichnioiid'w  convoy,  l)oiin<l  from  New  York  to  l-'ire 
Island  fnht.  'J'licse  ^'ot  in  safe,  and  tlio  liicliinoinl  Ihcn  cliascd 
the  lu'taliation  in.  Slie  iciiorlcd  liiiviii;^^  seen  KlD  .sail  of  ao.sscIh. 
lyinf,'  inside  of  Sandy  Hook,  ,supi)o.s(-d  |o  bo  cini^ty  trau.spoit.s 
waitiuy  a  idiance  to  <;ct  out,  and  bound  tu  Kn^^dand. 

On  S<>i)tcnd)er  I-Jtli  the  Kijild  and  Ju.stice,  pi  ivateer,  Captain 
.Scovel,  came  into  Xc\v  Tjon(h)ji  witli  an  enii)ty  scliooner  ca]din-cd 
wlieii  on  tlie  way  from  New  York  to  New  FoundLand.  (■;i),t;du 
Si-ovel  also  reported  a  ]a\y;u  fleet  ancliored  inside  of  the  Nook. 
Septemhei-  1  1th  the  ^'ounj,^  Cromwell  w.as  chased  iu,  liavinj^-  made 
no  capture',  hut  the  .same  day  the  lianco.k  and  Ilandolijh  sent  in 
two  privateer  sloops,  one  named  the  Hihernia.  Kailv  in  October 
Cai)tain  Klisha  j)ait,  in  the  Jietaliation,  tiied  his  luck  neai-  the 
Hook  a-;ain,  and  brou-ht  iu  a  slot)])  whieh  he  captured  inside  of 
•Sandy  Jfook,  near  Staten  Ishmd,  havin--  on  board  a  company 
of  Xew  Jersey  volunteers  in  the  liritish  service,  eonsistin^'  of 
forty-seven  olHcers  and  men.  'i'hey  were  on  the  way  to  r«dieve  a 
liuai'd  which  the  liritisli  kej)t  near  the  Hook. 

On  the  12lli  of  October  the  j'd-ht  and  Justice  came  into  port 
with  a  ]ai/.e,  a  sloo))  laden  with  rum  and  miscellaneous  -ood.s, 
bouml  to  New  ^'ork.  'Viw.  privateer  ship  Tracy,  belon',dn<(  to  the 
eastward,  was  reported  as  captured  and  carried  into  New  Yi>rk 
the  ITth. 

December -Ith  a  .snuill  schooner  privateer,  titted  from  Phila- 
delphia  and  commaiuled  by  a  Captain  I  b)use,  came  into  New  Lou- 
don, brint^inrr  i,,  as  a  prize  a  schooner  from  Madeu'a  loaded  with 
10>i  pipes  of  wine,  which  he  had  captured  near  Sandy  Hook,  and 
also  a  ])ilot  boat  sent  out  to  pilot  the  schooner  in.  The  Philadel- 
phia privateer  had  but  niiiete(!ii  men,  and  yet  dared  to  seek  prizes 
where  the  warships  of  tlie  enemy  were  continually  passin^-,  and 
did  this  successfully,  as  did  niany  of  Connecticut's  privateers. 

In  February,  17S(J,  the  i)rivateer  ship  Pvccovery,  of  New  Lon- 
don, Captain  Samuel  Sniedley,  is  advertised  as  ready  for  sea,  ami 
in  noticing  an  order  of  Admiral  IJodney,  sending  officers  captured 
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in  i.nvatoor  vessels  to  Eujrlaiid,  it  is  reixuted  that  Cuptain  Si.u-.l- 
lev,  of  New  Loudon,  is  one  of  the   nuiul>er  sent  tlwre  iiii<ler  its 

provisions. 

He^'ardin*,'  tlio  sliip  liecovery,  as  i)ieviously  nfjtr.-d,  a  j-e].oif 
ol  F<'l)iiiarv  15,  17.S(I,  s:iys  tliat  Captain  Snicdlev  lia<l  Ijecn  detained 
in  the  harbor  because  of  its  bein^^  frozen  ovt-r,  and  it  also  states 
tlnit  lier  crew  had  been  detained  at  i-'airtiehl,  but  uovv,  as  the 
vessel  couM  get  out,  all  ol'ticers  ami  n»en  are  earned  to  appear  <.ii 
board. 

Uudei-date  of  July  8,  17S(),  The  (lazette  says:  "Last  Satur- 
day, returned  into  port  the  ])rivateers  Iteven^'e,  \Vashin(,'ton  and 
(iates,  an.l  brou-ht  into  port  the  sliip  Otter,  C-iptain  Korlx-s,  from 
I.iverpool  bound  to  New  ^'ork,  eij^liteen  weeks  oiil,  wlii.-h  tlie\ 
(•ai)ture(l  near  Sandy  Hook.  She  Ims  a  cai'^ro  of  vi  i_\  usebil  arti- 
cles, auKnintiui;-  to  :i, ()()()  pounds  st(■rlin^^'' 

The  year  ITSOalso  saw  the  last  work  of  the  IJeavcr,  as  .she 
was  captured  by  the  IJritish  in  .Mardj  and  cai-ricd  info  New  ^ork. 

1781. 

This  was  also  an  iiiip(»rtant  year  for  the  Connecticut  ].rivatters, 
but  the  reports  are  not  so  lull  as  tlmsc  ft,r  177i»  ami  I  7^11.  It  wa:> 
not  always  the  large  vessels  that  showed  the  inosi  daiing,  l,ut  thcv 
v.me  not  backward  when  victory  seeim-d  pos>ilde,  as  the  lollowin;,' 
evidences: 

■  '•Saturday,  tlui  piivateer  itriii-  Sam.s.ui,  Cajjiain  Di'ook.s.  re- 
turned into  port  from  a  cruise.  Oa  the  Tui'sday  i)recedin,'^^  he  fell 
in  with  tlnUhifi.sh  sloop-of-uar  Swallow,  and  engaged  her  three 
glasses,  silenced  most  of  her  guns,  and  in  all  probability  must  have 
ca])tured  her,  but  a  brig  at  this  time  l)eaiin-'  down  upon  them, 
which  Captain  Jhtjoks  thought  to  be  consort  to  the  Swallow,  he 
quitted  her,  having  in  the  engagement  had  two  men  killed  and 
ten  woundeil.  " 

That  a  iirivateer  brig  should  engage,  aiul  nearly  capture  a 
sloop  of  war  in  sight  of  her  consort,  ligliting  her  for  a  long  time, 
i>  a  mutter  of  astonishment,  for  tin;  national  vessels  of  (ireat 
Ihitain  were  thoroughly  armed,  while  the  light  guns  with  which 
the  i)rivateers  were  forced  to  bi>  content,  made  such  an  euterurise 
one  of  danger,  and  one  that  usually  wonld  only  be  entered  iipou 
when  necessity  h)rced  it.     Yet  this  New  Londcai   brig  sougiil  the 
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conllii  t,  iiml  won  ;i  victory  wIioko  I'liiils  slii-,  luil'ortiijiately,  coiil'l 
iKit  leap.  (.'lii(iiiicl(Ml  with  tliis  iict,  is  .'iiKtllicr  that  hIiow.s  «-<|iiiil 
liiiidiliood. 

'•  Siiiulay,  the  l)ii^'  Favoiitc,  Cai)tain  Jiuiliiif^'tou,  aiii\(<l  li-om 
a  (Tuisc.  She  Uroii^'-lit  in  ci^hiccii  iJiisdiicrH,  whicli  he  tuol:  out 
of  (lirrcifiit  Ijonls  iicai-  Saiiily  Hook;  lie  al.st;  bioii;,'ht  in  foiii 
Auuuicaiis,  wliich  ho  took  out  of  a  tiaiiKpoil  that  liad  i>art  of  the 
{^'arrisoii  ol  I'ciisacola  on  Ixiard.  The  transpoi-t  had  been  in  pos- 
session of  two  privateers  from  I'hiladelphia,  hut  she  was  soon  after- 
wanls  met  by  a  Jh'itish  cruiser,  who  to(jk  out  all  of  tlie  Aiiierican.s 
except  the  four  meiitioneih  Th(!  transport  was  near  in  with  the 
lloolv  when  met  by  Captain  Ibidin;^ ton.  ('aptain  l'>udiii;^ton  spok(' 
the  shxip  Success,  Captain  .).   lIoi)kins,  on  the  'Jo  ulr.     All  w(dl.'" 

It  must  be  ieiiienii)ered  that  New  Voik  was  then  in  posses- 
sion of  the  JJritisli,  that  the  arnuMl  vessels  of  the  greatest  nav;il 
powi'i-  ol  the  cailli  tlironi^ed  the  seas,  and  lliat  they  wciie  contin- 
ually passing  in  and  out  of  tlm  liarbor  of  Xew  Vork,  and  conse- 
tpieiitly  by  Samly  Hook;  \t;i  with  all  these  facts  well  known,  ji 
Xeu  London  |)riv,itei'r  captain  carried  his  vessel  to  this  dangerous 
locality,  and,  cruising  there,  inadi'  prizes  and  ca[)tureil  prisoners 
alim>>.t  in  sight  oCthe  most  powerful  lleet  thit  sailed  the  seas. 

.\nd  yet  another  item  follows  uihh  r  the  sauje  date  as  the  two 
jaeccding,  which  says: 

'•'ruesdiy  the;  Vouiig  Croniwt^ll,  pri\at(a'r,  Captain  Keed,  car- 
I'ying  ten  t  hi-ce-poundeis  and  thirty-eight  men,  returned  from  a 
sh'iit  cruise  and  brouulit  in  a  [uivat.er  of  eight  four-j^ounders 
and  one  twelve-pounder  in  the  bdw,  and  had  forty-eiL;ht  men. 
She  \v,is  oiey  two  days  (Uit   from  Sauily  ![ook.  calh-d  the  Sur]U-ise.'" 

'I'he  disparity  of  metal  and  men  shown  by  the  American  ves- 
sel is  marked.  Ten  t  !iree-p,)under,-.  gave  her  Ihirtv  ]iouinls  of 
met  il  per  broadside,  whik-  her  op|)onent  ha<l  forty-four,  and  ten 
more  men,  and  yet  the  Surprise  sailed  into  New  f.  )ndon  as  a  prize 
to  the  \'oung  Cromwell. 

The  a(;couiit  from  wdii(di  these  items  is  taken  goes  on  : 
■'  Wednesday  arrived  the  letter-of-mar(|ue  sloop  Stanton,  Captain 
'rim.  Starr,  in  thirty-one  days  from  (laudalupe.  Captain  Stair, 
near  Nantucket,  fell  in  with  a  l)rig  called  tlie  Agnus,  which  sailed 
from  (libraltar  about,  the  1st  of  May,  with  a  nundter  of  -Tews  for 
Kngland,  but  was  taken  by  the  })rivateer  Junius  llrutus,  fi-oiu 
Salem;  aftirwards  retaken  by  the  Hornet,  a  IJrilisli  sloop  c>i  Avar, 


ai'l  .".  *'i!  IP 


(.    >'JH. 


wlio  ordered  licr  for  Now  \'(.ik,  hut  Ix-in^r  ,„<•■(.  ],y  t|„.  n;,,iiliii, 
was  anrjiiii  taken;  slio  is  al.oiil  ;!()()  tons  burden,  laden  with  coal. 
coida^''o,  diicli,  etc. 

"Tlie  priv;iloei-  ship  1 1  iiute),  Nathan  Si^'o  coniinandin;.',  the 
uew  lettei-or-niai(iue  shi])  iM.if ime,  Henry  Uillin^'s  cunnnunder, 
to  cruise  tive  weeks  diirin;^  lier  i)assa;^'e  to  Hi.spaniohi  Jind  Kranee; 
t]i(;  niack  Sloven  tiallev,  lornicriv  (he  Hornet,  (ieor<,'e  House  coni- 
mande)',  in  coinpany  with  tlie  liainbow  ;^alley  and  the  bri^'unlin.- 
Fair  American,  Samuel  Cliamiilain  ommaiidei-,  of  sixteen  foiu- 
pounders,"'  are  all  note<l  as  soon  t<.  sail  on  ciiiises,  the  aci-unnt 
beinf^  dated  An;^List  ."5,  n<Sl. 

JUit  one  other  item  remains,  and  this  is  the  most  imj.oi  taiit 
of  any,  as  far  as  New  London  is  coiieerned.  II  i.s  as  f..lh)\ss; 
"Tnesday  eveiiiiij^'  the  brig  ^Hnerva,  Captain  Diidh-y  .SaKonstall, 
returned  into  port  and  brought  ilie  letter-i)f-niar(pi.-  sliip  Hannah, 
Captain  Watson,  of  sixteen  slx-pouiidei s,  nine  we<  ks  from  l.omh.n, 
bound  to  New  York,  which  he  captured  on  Sunday  hist,  after  an 
engagement  of  two  glasses.  This  prize  is  .said  to  be  tlie  most  val- 
uable of  any  taken  on  the  c.ast  .biring  the  present  war,  her  car-o 
being  estimated  at  upwards  of  Ml.OOO  sterling." 

In  connection  witli  this  ]nize,  and  the  results  that  followed 
the  following  letter  is  imi)ortant: 

UosToN,  ]\Iay  2S,  ITnI. 

Sir-^Thc  private  arm'd  Jjrigt.  :\Finerva,  mounted  with  sixteen 
six  jiounders,  which  you  are  coinmissioned  to  command  on  a  cruise 
against  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  being  now 
completely  equiii'd  and  ready  for  .sea,  you  will  embrace  tlie  first 
favorable  wind  to  get  out,  taking  every  proper  i)recaution  to  avoid 
the  British  lleet,  should  they  be  olfyour  port  as  heretofore. 

Your  cruising  ground  we  leave  ihe  clioice  of  to  you,  only 
woidd  observe  that  it  is  our  wish  you  should  not  cruise  ot!  eitluV 
N.  "iork  or  Cluirlestowu,  the  danger  appearing  nuieli  greater 
than  the  prospect  of  advantages  in  that  i|uarter.  It  you  are  for- 
tunate euo'  to  take  any  prizes  you  will  order  them  into  this  port. 
Sliould  they  by  distress  of  weather  arrive  at  any  out  port,  you  will 
direct  the  prize  master's  to  give  nie  information  by  express  of 
their  situation,  and  follow  sue  h  directions  as  I  may  think  best  for 
our  interests  with  respect  to  such  prize. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success,  victory  and  sattty,  I 
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nu\    ill    l)t;li;ili"   (»r   IIk;  ( )\viK'rs   ol'   I"'ivc  I'li^^liU  f.f  tli(;  sM    I'rij^'t    Mi- 
nerva      Ytniv  must  iill'<;(;tiiiiiiit,c  l-'iiouil  uml  Jji'ot  lici', 

.\ji\M     I>A!!(()(K. 

r.  S.  Oil  coiiiiii;^'  lioiiK;  oil'  you)-  cniiso  I  woiilil  udviso  vnu  to 
kc'Cj)  well  \o  tlie  euslwiird,  so  u>  to  couk;  in  tlnrjii^'li  the  X'iiieyiiiil 
Sound,  when  yoii  can  j^t^t  tlie  iicciicd  iiirnriiiation  of  the  fiitiiation 
of  tile  liiitish  IMeet.  As  soon  as  voii  ^ct  to  N'ew  London  you  wiil 
JDse  no  time  in  <  leariii;^'  tlie  vessel  for  a  second  trip 

Once  niori!  siiici'itdy  yours,  A.    I>. 

I)ri)l,i;V    S\l,l  ONSTM.L,    I'^sq. 

Coniniand'r  of  ihe  })rivate  ann'd  l'>ri^t.  Minerva,  layin<^  at  New 
London." 

This  was  the  letter  that  sent  the  Minerva  to  sea,  and  it  was 
dulill^■  the;  cruis(i  that  follt>\ve(l  that  she  caiitiired  the  Hiinuah. 
The  lueiidiants  of  Ijoiidon  and  the  royalists  doin^'  Inisiness  in  New 
Yoilv  had  loiii;'  heeii  exasperjited  by  their  Itjss  i>t'  property,  and  the 
latter  now  elain')ied  so  loudly  for  relief,  that  it  was  de'terniined  to 
])uiiisli  the  place  causiii'^'  the  trouble.  .\nd  New  London  ha.l 
been  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  tlu;  IWitish  from  ihc  comnieiiceiiient  of 
hostilities,  as  the  items  given,  a  few  only  of  the  many  that  the 
seven  years'  strim\L;le  accumulati'd,  show.  Tlu;  attack  of  Arnold, 
the  burning-  of  ihci  town,  and  the  traced}'  iu  Fort  (Jriswuld, 
coming  so  closely  after  the  cajiture  of  the  natuiah  and  the  coiise- 
([iieiit  outcry,  seem  to  show  a  eonnectiou  between  the  event-'. 
Tlie  fact  that  the  expeclitioii  destroyed  the  town,  and  immediatelv 
evacuated  if,  g(n\s  to  disprove  the  assumption  that  Arnold's  diver- 
sion was  made  to  (h'aw  ^\'ashillglon  from  Cornwallis  and  York- 
town,  for  had  it  been  st;  iutemb'd,  a  longer  stay  in  the  captuud 
j)lace  was  needed.  The  same  post  that  told  ol'  the  burning  of 
New  London,  carried  tiie  news  of  the  retreat  of  the  fUeiiiy,  and 
toolc  from  the  expedition  any  importance  other  than  that  of  re- 
prisal. And  this  is,  perhaps,  the  most  higii-al  diMluction,  and  thi- 
one  that  is  most  in  accord  with  the  course  of  events. 

Il,  therefore,  the  cajiture  of  the  Hannah  stimulated  Sir  Henrv 
Clinton  to  action,  and  insjiired  the  exjieditiou  uf  Arnold,  the  letter 
ipioted  played  an  imjiortant  part  in  that  llanie  and  blood  lille<l 
episode,  and  even  if  this  is  not  the  true  state  of  the  case,  tliou'di 
noW'  the  balance  is  certainly  in  its  favor,  the  letter  is  interestii.g 
as  an  echo  of  the  enterprise  of  the  times  and  the  results  that 
followed. 
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It  is  to  l)c  ii()I<m1  tliai  tlif  vcsst-ls  were  ('(|ii!il  in  aiiiKiiiit'iit, 
ami  iiiat  the  viclnry  was  won  alt(  r  a  stiilihorn  contest,  so  tliat  tin; 
scaiucn  of  New  fjonilon  sliowtd  tlu-ir  sj/iiit  and  cntf.rf.iisi;  in  tlins 
attackin<^'  and  captniin/^'  a  larj^'c  and  (((inilly  woil-arnu-d  ci'alt. 

I'lidcr  dale  of  I'^ridav,  ,\\i;^ii.^t  :;i,  ITSl,  it,  i.-.  icjioiicd  tlic 
llainbow  ^allcv,  (Jajitain  l5i'owii,  caiilnicd  in  si^dd  of  t«a.)dy  Hook 
li;^ldli(nise,  and  Sir  Samufl  linod '^  licet  of  scv(;nt(-en  sail  of  the 
line,  a  I'lij^'  cairyin;^'  more  tlian  six  ;^uiis  and  a  lar;/(;  carj^'o^  and 
l)iouj,;lit  lier  safely  into  New  Jiondon.  In  tlio  same  |)a|;ei  tin- 
fulldwiii;^'  adv(  rtiseim'nt  appears: 

Ni.w   Jjondon,  Anufn-t  "J'.',  17^1. 

The  In'i^^aidine  ^Tinerva,  nionidini;-  sixteen  si\-pounders,  coui- 
inaudeil  I)}'  ('ajdain  -Janies  An;^(l,  will  sail  on  a  crnise  tld-  dav 
wccdc.  All  ^^'enllenieii,  seamen  or  laiuUmen,  \\\in  aic  desiidiis  of 
making  their  fortunes,  may  meet  siutaMe  eni-tinia^cnieid  l<y 
rejiairin;^  on  lioaid  saiil  biiij,  oi'  apiilyin;^-  lo  lc]ia1)(»d  I'oweis'  lax- 
em  at  De^lioli's  wliaif,  the  ]i]ace  (if  i-ende/.vuus. 

(Japtain  Angel  had  been  in  conimaud  of  the  !^fim•l•Vi^  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  as  the   followin<^  document  sho\vs: 

"  Ivnow  all  liy  these  jiresiids,  that  \\c,  the  SuliscriluTs, 
pidtinj(  our  tiusf  and  coididenci  in  oiii'  well  hcloved  Friend, 
hudli'V  ."^altoiistrdl,  l']s(]V..  of  Ne^v  loiuhm,  in  tlio  County  of  New 
London,  ami  state  of  Connectieut,  to  he  onv  Law  full  Atioiney. 
and  ill  our  Name  to  ask,  demaud,  Keco\ cr  and  receive  of  and  from 
all  and  every'  Person  or  Persons  whomsoever  it  may  concern,  oiir 
one  lialf  of  all  The  Prize  or  Prizes  Ca|itured  liy  the  Ihi;^-  ^linerva 
on  her  I'resent  Ciiiiso,  now  Commanded  hy  -lames  AuL,ad.  and  for 
him  to  rec(  ivt  same  and  kee))  in  {,'iistody  uiitill  demanded  liy  the 
undermentioned  Sid^scrihers,  theii  Ivv'trs,  Adm'str  m-  AssJLjns, 
for  their  onedialf  of  Said  I'ri/.e  or  Prizes,  or  for  each  one's  share 
or  dividend  of  the  same,  as  tliey  are  pro})o]'tioned  l)y  the  Articles 
and  Allowed  hy  t  lie  Captain  and  ollicers. —  Dated  on  hoard  Liig 
]\Lner\a,  I'ehr.  l;{,  17M.  James  Ani^el,  .lt)se]di  Marshall,  Wilson 
Jaeohs,  Iral  Sanborn,  Henry  Pabcock,  Koheit  Colfax,  Jonathan 
('(dfax,  Ilerve  Pirion,  Thomas  Warn-n,  Thomas  Lillibridjje,  Kl>en- 
ezer  'Talbot,  .lohn  Oldham,  Ari-hibald  Robertson,  Willi  lloss. 
Aborn  Thornton,  Samiud  Chipman,  James  Lockwood,  AVilliani 
C'lawford,  Jesse  INIcCabe,  Joseph  Haldwin,  Joseph  Wooil worth, 
Itobert  ^icKee,  John  Paker,  John  Almy,  Benjamin  Scott,  ^^  iiiiain 
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Walton,  Stoi)li(ii  Slicn  V,  T()l)y  Kiclinrds,  X;illi;uiiol  .TiicoLs,  Jolin 
Killer,  .lolui  'l\iyloi-,  ICzia  Ca^^liniiin,  Asa  Winter,  Cliri.st'tplifr 
TliDiiititn,  .lolui  ('iilfux,  Anihcrst  Oiandol,  JJaniel  Scrant'»n,  Wil- 
liam Sclocuni,  St<j)lu  n  Tcncli,  Sylvester  !Miircy,  John  Watts,  Man- 
nol  Tjcwis,  Slicin  ('anil)ri(l;^'f;,  William  Lloyd,  "William  Mc* 'j.ifliy, 
William  AVilkiHon  " 

During'  this  ciniso,  the  Minerva  captured  a  brig  called  the 
Rose. 

An  item  ])nblished  in  Gre<'n's  (Jonneeticut  Crazette  for  Novem- 
ber ;iU,  ITSl,  is  very  interestinj^,  Khovviiig,  as  it  does,  the  vicissi- 
tndes  of  a  vessel  in  those  days.     It  says: 

"  The  vessel  nunitioned  in  our  last  to  have  run  asljore  on 
Hlock  Island,  {)roves  to  be  a  ship  of  about  4  00  tons,  which  sailed 
from  the  Chesajteake,  bound  for  l']urope,  ladened  with  naval 
stores,  indigo  and  tobacco.  She  was  taken  by  a  British  cruiser, 
who  ordered  her  for  l<'nghind,  but  she  was  soon  after  retaken  by 
a  Salem  privateer.  Then  she  was  again  captured  bv  the  same 
British  cruiser  who  had  first  taken  her,  and  this  vessel  leaving  a 
number  of  Americans  on  board,  they  again  captured  her  from  her 
joizc  crew,  and  in  running  in  for  the  land  i)i  a  gale  of  wind  last 
Saturday  night  was  a  week,  they  ran  on  Block  Island,  where  the 
vessel  is  lost,  but  her  rigiriiig,  guns  and  ])art  of  her  cargo  is  saved. 
Several  small  vessels  from  the  main  have  loaded  from  the  wreck".'' 

Under  the  same  date,  the  prize  sloop.  Colonel  ^lartin,  of  '.lo 
ton-,  is  advertised  for  sale,  and  the  ])rivateer  brig,  Lady  Greeiie, 
.biseph  Swii't,  comma)idcr,  mounting  U  carriage  guns,  is  adver- 
tised to  s;ul  for  a  four  months'  cruise  to  the  West  Indies  the  llrsl 
of  the  week,  beginning  Dec.  1st,  IISI. 

This  shows  that  the  burning  of  the  place  by  Arnold's  troops, 
did  not  have  tlie  eifect  desired.  The  people  of  New  London  Avere 
too  enterprising  to  allow  idleness  to  follow  disaster;  with  their 
accustomed  spirit  they  began  again  their  war  on  the  commerce  of 
(Jreat  Britain,  and  their  privateers  were  soon  flaunting  their  tlag 
in  the  faces  of  their  foe.s. 

'I'he  two  last  ])rivateers  of  whicdi  there  is  record,  are  the 
schooner  Eliza,  which  settled  for  a  i)rize  in  17S2,  and  the  brig 
^Nlanpiis  De  La  Fayette.  Their  crew  lists  have  been  preserved, 
and  are  interesting,  as  showing  the  prevalence  of  Connecticut,  and 
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Kpcciiilly  ul  X(^\v  Loudon  ('(.uiity  iii.iii.s  The  I'li/ii  was  cotfi- 
miiudcMl  by  Captiiiii  Williniii  I-fcfMlw;  IJeiijainiii  Hillyiir.!  was  lifii- 
toiiiiut;  liiunsrord  Kose,  iiiiiHtcr;  Cluistoi.licr  f^atliaiii,  l.o;itH\vaiii; 
Joaepli  Rose,  ^'uimer;  Benjamin  Stark  an-l  Joiscpli  \\<-l,l.,  males; 
Cliristopher  Tluu-nton  ana  John  K.)j,'.is,  ])ri/e  inasteih;  Uichanl 
rurlvcr,  caii)ent('r;  Fall  ('(.it,  steward;  .lolm  Newson,  IXivid  iJal-l- 
win,  'J'lium-is  Warren,  Thomas  ."Mor-an.  lloliert  Harris,  John 
Uurros,  Ifobert  Hides,  James  i'otter,  Joseph  Bradley,  IMiiii.-as. 
JJarker,  Kiehard  Tan),  Valentine  Kennolds,  Isaac  Nurton,  -U'hn 
(iard,  Nathaniel  (Joo-eshall,  .Jolm  F.nuis,  T.  Uarns,  seamen:  and 
John  (iavit,  boy. 

The  :\[ar.piis  l)e  La  Tayettc  was  eommanded  by  Kbsha  Hin- 
iiian,  a  eapJain  in  tlie  ContimMital  navy.  Tiiomas  Ivl^Mr  was  lirst 
mate,  and  llie'aard  Law  second  mate.  These  olhcers  were  on  the 
Trumbull,  Continental  fri^'ate,  in  her  celebrated  batthj  with  tlu- 
Watt;  Daniel  Johnson,  boatswain;  William  .MeN'oid,  gunner; 
Ahimaaz  Heberd,  earpenler;  Thomas  Rogers,  Jr.,  cooper;    Nathan 

Smith,  Amos ,  IHi  Widyer,  Josliua  liipley,  Andrew  llogers. 

Xchennah  Palmer,  Ehjah  I'almer,  Samuel  J^'JUs,  Jr.,  J  (dm  .Ma^'ee, 
Abraham  Ojipsoii,  Stephen  Mills,  Shubael  Wales,  Jolm  Ormsby, 
James  Feroro,  Nathan  Allen,  Al.ner  Ibown  and  Jolm  Williams, 
seamen;  Benjamin  Low,  Isaac  Tracy,  David  Sampson  and  Kbenezer 
Boot,  hall  seamen  (ordimiry  seamen);  Amos  Babcock  and  William 
]\Iiller,  landsmen. 

Tliis  v«\sscl  was  apparently  the  last  of  thu  ronnectieut  reveilu- 
tionary  i)rivateers,  nnikin--  a  trip  tu  Kumpe  just  at  the  close  ol 
hostilities,  and  y<->in<j  out  t)t' commissit.n  August  1:5,  17S;i. 

The  fragmentary  state  of  these  records  can  best  be  under- 
stood when  the  rollowing  list  of  vessids,  with  their  rate,  number  of 
guns  and  men,  is  read.  And  it  should  be  remendjered  that  this 
is  not  a  full  list,  as  there  were  doubiless  many  craft  employed  in 
this  service,  that  were  not  mentioned  in  any  report  or  newspaper, 
-whose  services  and  exploits  must  forever  remain  unknowu. 
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A    PARTIAL   LIST 


PRIVATEERS  FITTED  OUT  !N  CONNECTICUl 


iJUlilNG    Till'; 


REVOLUTION,    1775-1783. 


NAMi:  oi''  VKssicr.. 


Active 

AllviTltlUl'.  .      

Aditnis  . . 

AiiuiiLii 

Aint'iican  Ke\eiiuf 

Baiij^'f-r     

Jk'iivor 

Hetsey 

IMiii'U  riiiii'i'ss. ,    . 
liha-k  Snake    

Black  Slovf'ii. 

Broom  .    .    

Brilliant 

Jiiinlur   Hill    

Cato 

Chatliaia  .    

<'liatliaiii 

Cliathain 

Coiiict 

Coimecliont    

CotUr 

Count  Df  (tnisse  . 

("raiic 

J'aiuly.. 

Dean 

Dean ; 

Deane 

Defence 

Detiixnce 


Sloop, 
(lalley. 
Slooj). 

Sl()o[). 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 
Scow. 
Sloop. 

(ialley. 

Slooj). 

Slot>p. 

Sehoiinor. 

Ship. 

Ship. 

Boat. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 


Galley. 

BriK. 

Bri<,'. 

BiiR. 

Shi].. 

Ship. 

Sloop. 


Namk  of  CcMM.\Nm:n. 


Charles  Bulkley. 

S.  Smith. 

E.  Bel.ee. 

William  Coit. 
{  Samuel  Champiain. 
\  WiUiam  Leeds. 


Jat,'M;er. 


Josi'ph   Smith. 
[  Daniel  Seovel. 
J  \\'illi;tm  Havens. 
(  ^ Dod-e. 

]•"..  ]>ro\vn. 

11.  Clary. 

Freeborn. 

(  (leort,'e  House.  ( 
]  J.  Y..un^'.  \ 

William  Nott. 

W.  Wripht. 

S.  Thompson. 

D.  Tajipau. 

Joseph  .Smith. 

J.  (uitlith. 

William  Havens. 

William  Wattles. 

C.  Tucker. 

K.  Stratton. 
Jehial  Tinker, 
(ieorpe  House. 
Daniel  Seovel. 
Noah  Seholield. 
Eli^lut  Hinniaii. 
Samuel  Smedley . 
'I'ht.nuis  Parke. 


N'o.  of     Xo.  of 
guns.      crew. 
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1 
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10 
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20 
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00 
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100 

20 
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70 
40 
1" 
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10 


;!0 

r.(i 

30 

1(»0 

150 

IP'l 
20 
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'M 


CONNKCTU.TT    PkIVATIKHS      -  CdiiI  I  nlUil. 


l)i'tiuUOi;, 


Diaiiii.  . . 
Dulpliin . 
Diilljliin. 


1-a^le 

Kii-^le  . . . 
Kli/.itbeth. 
Eijt(ri)ii.sf 


Ey.jicriiin  ut. 


lliZit 

lir  American   . 

"nil-  l^liiy 

'aniiiT 

av{)iito 

iivoiito 

ire  IJiaiiil 

iiu  liiaiid 

1 V 

oituiie 

(iituiie 

ox 

rc'uiloui 

loedoiii 

aiue  (.'ock 

aiiic    Click 

I'll.  (TroiMie.  . 
I'M.   IfcrkiijiLT    . 
fii.  i[cl)ou''all. 


Goii.   I'litunni. 


Gi-n.  Putiiuin 

(if'ii.  Stark 

(ii-i).  Sullivan    . . .  , 
Gen.    Washington. 

Gen.   Wnsliin^^ton 

Gov.  Trumbull.  ... 

Gull 

Hamlin 

Hamlin 

Hampton    I'ai-ket. 

Hancock 

Hancock 

Ha!icock 


lirig. 

Brig. 

Slooj). 

Sloop. 

Schooner. 

Sloop. 

Schooner. 

Galley. 

Schooner. 

Schooner. 

Sclioouer. 

Slooj). 

Sloop- 

lirig. 

Brig. 

]{oat. 

Sloop. 

Ship. 

Schooner. 

Boat. 

Sloop. 

Schooner. 

Schooner. 

S.hooner. 

Brig. 

Brig. 

Ship. 

Ship. 

Schooner. 
Sloop. 
Sluoj). 
Sloop. 

Brig. 

Sh  p. 

Schooner. 

Ship. 

Slooi^. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 

Bri-. 


)  'I'liomas   KiliL'.       / 

I  Xicoll  FoMlick.  I 

S.-th  Hanlihg. 

J.  Phelps. 

A/aiiah  Burnhaiii. 
}  Nic.il  Fos,li.-k.  t 
{  ])a\i(l  Brooks,    y 

Kilwaril  ('oiikliiiL'. 

N.  (  hirk. 

George  House. 
I   j  J.  JJulkeley. 
J  Nathan  Sage, 
((iihs  Hall. 

William  L.e.ls. 

Samurl  Champiain. 

K.   Drake. 

E    Kgelston. 

■ —  JJud.liugton. 

A.  Jiihiison. 

H.   Nicholas. 

Z.  Jennings. 

Henry  Billings. 

A.  Palmer. 

A.  Woo.ihull. 

'I'homas  P.irice. 

S.   lirainanl. 

]>.  Bola-rts. 

S.  Thompson. 

It.  Olmstea.l. 

S.  P.rkius. 

J.  Jauiiccy. 
I  Thomas  Allon. 
,  Wilham  Allen. 
I  John   Hariuan. 
I  Nathaniel  Saltonstall 

J.  Creigtr. 

Kla  nez.r  Peck. 

William  Dennis. 

J.  Jauiicey. 
j  K.  Koilgeis.       ] 
\  James  ^luuro.  ) 
\  Henry  Billings.  ( 

"(  Du.lley  Saltonstall.  |' 

W.  Bunts. 

Davi.l  lii-ooks. 

Timothv  Stair, 
j  T.  Markham.     ) 
)- TolK.y.    \ 

Thomas  Chester, 
j  I'eter  Ivichanls.     ( 
(  Elisha  Hiumaii.     \ 

Loilowick  Champiain. 
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or 
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12 
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10 

80 

IS  , 

110 

IG  1 

uo 

1 


29 


CoNNtCTUIUT    l*lilVATKKUH Coiltiil  Ucd. 


NAME  OF  VESSEL. 


Hiiiicock 

Hiultiiuui 

Hawk 

Hawk 

Ileinioiiie.  .  .  . 

Heio 

Hero 

Hetty 

Hibernia. .      . 

Huriiet 

llauibinl    .  . 

Hunilnnl 

Huiiihiiil    .    . . 
Hrintfi-   .         . 

Hiuitir 

Hunt.i- 

Iiu!i|'i'iiclcnc(' 
liidustiv    .  .      . 


Jason    . .      . . . . 

Jn.y 

Jny 

John 

John 

John 

John  Michael 

Juno 

Lady  Greene. 
Liulv  Spencer. 
Lash 


Le  Despeucer . 

Lee 

Lion   


Lively 

L^icy 

Lyel'a 

Lyon 

Maiiiui.s  De  La  Fayette. 
Marcpiis  De  La  Fayette. 

Mars   " 

Maria 

Marshall 


Martial    .  .  . 

Mary    

Mary    Ann.  . 

Mentor 

Mercury . . .  . 

Mercury. . . 

ilitlriletown , 


Brig. 

Shjop. 

lioat. 

SlooiJ. 

Sh.up. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 

Sloop. 

]?oat. 

Schooner. 

Schooner. 

Schooner. 

Ship. 

Ship. 

Sjii]). 

Schooner. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 

Brii;. 

Boat. 

Boat. 

Galley. 

(ialley. 

Sloop. 

Galley. 

Sloop. 


Sloop. 

Brig. 

Schooner. 
Galley. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 

Brig. 

Ship. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 

Brig. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 

Schooner. 

Ship. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 


He/.ekiah   Perkins. 
S.  ])oane. 
[•).  Jones. 
G.  Oliiistcad. 
John  Hopkins. 
B.  Filer. 
J.  Biley. 

D.  Ships. 
S.unnel  Sinedley. 
(;iiarles  Jencks. 
J.  Lewis. 

().  (ioodri  h. 

1).  Griffin. 

Nathan  S^ge. 

Josei)h  Smith. 

O.  Short. 

J.  Conihs. 

J.  Sanlslinry. 
i  S.  Stillnian".      ) 
I  Moses  Tryon.  \ 

V.'illiani  Havens. 

E.  Jones. 

B.  Conkling. 
J.  Allien. 
1*.  Brown. 
P.  Church. 
O.    N orris. 
Josejih  Swift. 
Michael  Melally. 
T.  Mewson. 
Nathan'l    Saltonstall. 


Michael  Melally. 

John  Hopkins. 

K.  (Jraige. 
J  E.  Latham.  f 

I  Ez(>k  Hopkins,  Jr.  \ 

T.  Sallew. 

J.  \Villuans. 

T    Shaler. 

Peter  llichards. 

Elisha  Hiuniau 

G    Ash. 

Hezekiah  Perkins, 
j  Charles  Bulkley.  ( 
(  Joseph   Smith.      \ 

N.  Post. 

G.  IManstlehl. 

W.  I'ackwood. 

A.  Bentou. 

J.  Horand. 
(  Elisha  Lathrop.  ( 
■)  Jahes  Lurd.  )■ 

Nathan  Sage. 
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Connecticut  riiivATKr.i!.->   -  Conlinued. 


NAME  OF  VESSEL. 


Mifldletowu . 
MilHin    


Minerva. 

Minerva 
Mo 


ClOSB. 


Brig. 


r^iin 
Niincv. . 


Niincy Brig. 


Brig. 
Brig. 


Sloop. 


Nancy l^rig. 

Neptune I  1^'it^- 

New  Broom i  Biig- 

( )ia  Defence l^iif,'- 

Olive I  Sloop. 

Pbenix Sloop. 

ril^'rini. 15rig. 

Polly I  Hloop. 

Princess  Mary . .      I  Sloo}). 

Providence    ]>oat. 

Prmlence |  Sloop. 

Galley. 


Kainbow 

Ranger   . 
Ranger   . 


Randolph. 


Rebach 

Recovery . . . 
Regulator. . . 
Resistance . 
Restoration 
Restoration 


Brig. 
Brig. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 
Ship. 


Brig. 

Brig. 
Sloop 


Retaliation Sloop 


Revenge   . .    . .  .    . . 

Revenge 

Revenge 

Right  Hand 

Richard 

Right  and  Justice. 
Rounipee     

Sally 

Sally 

Bally 


Name  of  Cohmamoeb. 


W.  ]>nrsen. 


Sloop. 

Sloop. 
Brig. 

Sloop. 

Sloop. 
Sloop. 
Galley. 

Sloop. 

Schooner. 
Brig. 


\  P.  Hout 
j  A.  Meac 


j  (Jibs  Hall.  I 

I  Dudley  SaltonstU.  ( 
James  .\ngel. 
W.  J5riggs. 
^Villiam  Wattles. 
(  Michael  .Melally.   i 
\  William  Leeds.      V 

[ Pinliham.  ) 

R.  Bethel. 
Azariah  Whittlesey 
Israt^l  Bishop. 
Daniel  Deshon. 
William  Lcjiing. 
AViUiam  Wattles. 
,     H.  Crary. 
[     E    Roberts. 
I     E.  Pratt. 
I     Israel  Stoddard. 
Timothy  Parker. 

ch.  \ 
Elisha  Lathrop. 
A.  Riley. 
(  Charles  Bulkley.  ) 
.  Nicoll  Fo.sdick.       - 
[  A.  Peck.  ) 

Daniel  Phipps. 

Samuel  Smedley. 

S.  Overton. 

Samuel   Chew. 

P.  Ehlred. 

E.  Hart. 
^  Giles  Hall. 
I  A\'illiam  Haven.s. 
-;  E.  Pbirt. 

I  Azariah  Whittlesey. 
[Elisha  Dart. 

Nathaniel  Post.      | 

Joseph  Conkling.  \ 

Bartholomew  Deane. 

Joseph  Conkling. 
(  Lodowick  Champlftin 
■)  A.  Palmer. 

Joseph  Conkling. 

Daniel  Scovel. 

J.  AVilkinson. 
J  S.  Warner.  ( 

1 Howard.  ( 

j  J.  Dodg.\ 

I Howard. 

Israel  Bishop. 
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']l\h\  Ifiisis  of  iliis  list  is  tlie  one  ^ivcii  iu  tlio  work  on  tlio  "Navy 
of  tlio  United  StatcH  fi'oni  1775  to  185:5,''  by  Lieutoi:;tnt,!iftc'r\Vii!(lb 
Hoar  Admiral  (ieor^e  V.  lOnimonH,  IJ.  S.  N  Ft  contains  a  total  of 
202  vessels,  carr)in<i;  HlOi)  tenuis,  and  TTot  inon.  That  it  is  incom- 
])lete,  (!veu  in  its  amended  state,  is  to  1»e  supposed,  the  exciteinciit 
and  exi<,f(nicic'S  of  the  tinu*  making  an  authentic  record  imjjMssihle. 
That  many  vessels  were  not  ncjted,  ami  that  the  number  of  ;/inis 
and  of  men  eni})IoytMl  was  much  lai'^^er,  is,  therefore,  l^eyond 
(piestion.  And  the  list  also  sIujws  that  many  vessels  of  tlie  same 
name,  tliouj^h  ditleriii<4"  in  class,  and  mentioned  as  two  or  moi(-.  aie 
identical,  a  chanj^e  in  the  number  of  men  and  guns,  bring  the  only 
foundation  for  siip])osing  them  otherwise,  '{"his  change,  however, 
is  no  guide,  as  a  m-w  commander  might  add  to  or  take  from  the 
liattery  of  a  vessel,  accordim;  to  his  judgment  of  the  requirements 
of  the  case,  and  thus  necessitate  a  change  in  the  number  of  the 
crew.  And  in  the  hurrieil  rejiorts  of  the  time,  the  classification 
was  not  closely  attended  to  Thus  it  is  highly  probable  that  there 
was  but  one  vessel  named  the  "  Young  Cromwell,'  though  the  list 
gives  three,  and  classes  them  as  a  sloop,  brig  and  a  schooner.  So, 
too,  with  the  ])olphin,  Eagle,  Game  Cock,  Hancock,  Huml»ird, 
John,  Mar(|ui3  De  La  Fayette,  ^[iddletown,  Nancy,  Hanger,  lle- 
veuge,  and  several  others.  Other  cause  of  confusion  is  found  in 
the  different  spelling,  the  IJeaver  often  appearing  as  the  Bever,  and 
the  Gen.  Putnam  is  mentioned  much  more  freciuently  as  the 
Putnam  in  the  records  of  tlie  day,  than  by  the  list  name.  It  is 
l)ut  just  to  Hujipose  that  the  name  most  in  use,  was  the  coriect 
one.  The  Gov.  Trund:)ull  also  ap})ears  as  the  Trumbull,  and 
caused  Cooper  to  make  a  mistike  in  his  history  of  the  Unitcil 
States  Navy  ;  and  it  would  seem  that  while  there  may  have  been 
and  most  assuredly  was  a  sloop  named  (he  Trumbull,  that  Hillings' 
command  of  the  shij)  has  caused  his  name  to  be  errouously  con- 
nected with  the  smaller  vessel.  The  list,  even  though  incomjjlete 
and  witli  the  inaccuracies  noted,  is  valuable  and  interesting,  for  it 
shows  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  enterprise  that  does  honor  to  the 
state  of  Comiecticut. 

While  the  list  of  commanders  is  more  full  than  that  of  vessels, 
others  who  had  charge  of  different  craft,  have  been  recorded,  and 
are  here  given. 
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v'()i\rM.\NDi:i!s  Tin:  namks  or  wiiosk  vtssKi-s  ake  unknown. 

I).  Ap})letoii,  Jii.soii   (MicHter,  Jiibos   Huntington, Ilaw- 

Icy,  .lose]))!  lIi<4{^Mns,  Niitliiiu  Foct  .lucksf^Ji,  Xatluin    .Moore, 

^Tcdee,  .Icsse    AViclvs,  Abiiiliiim   \\  ri^'lit, Deiinie,  VA)ein/.cv 

LcKtcr,  Niitli:ui  J'eikiiih,  Jt'ieu)i;ili  llalsoy,  llan.sfonl  llosc,  .}il^lC■/. 
I'fcrkius,  .loliii  Swijn,  WilliiUii  Ho'^crs,  Jticliurd  .McCurtliy,  .Jiinjos 
Rogers. 

NOTK.— \Vssfls  advrrtisfd  to  lie  sold  at  imblir  \<iiiliic  in  The  (iazcttv  of  Juno  3,  jVTlt. 

Tim  fast  saHiny  luttir-of-nianiiie  Iji-ig  Uelloiia,  ItJO  tons.  ICi  Huns  ;  tlie  nclioouer  .AIiiI- 
bcrry,  70  tons,  improved  foi-  a  privateer:  tlio  slooj,  (  harlottu,  00  tonH  ;  and  llie  jirivateor 
sloop  Lady  Kr.skine.  (10  tons,  10  ynus,  with  nine  nthcr  cannon  and  swivels,  small  arms, 
c\itlasses,  cannon  ball,  powder  and  musket  ball,  prizis  to  the  beaver  and  Hancock.  Also  the 
privatiH-r  schooner  Sally,  '.0  tons,  H  b'uns,  and  the  sloop  iJcspatch,  50  tons,  8  swivels,  and  iho 
scliooher  I'llly.  40  tons,  jiri/cs  to  the  American  Keveniic 

Also  the  sloop  Three  Friends,  DO  tons;  sloop  l^helie,  45  tons;  and  sloop  John,  HO  tons, 
with  their  caigues,  eajitors  not  named. 

This  is  one  of  many  such  adverlisenicnt.s  ajijieariii^  in  The  Gazette  durin"  ITTX  'T'l  'm 
and  "HI. 
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STATB  IM'SSlil.S  Ol'  CONiNHCTICl, 


DURING    THE    REVOLUTION. 


'i'lie  stiite  of  Couueeticiit  wa.s  iiiaoii--  the  lirst  t<j  recu^Miizc 
the  UKefuhiess  of  a  reyahir  naval  force,  ami  in  -lulv,  1 7  7.',,  th.- 
logislature  ordered  that  two  vessels  should  be  bou^dit  and  rittc.l 
for  cruishig^  'Vhe  Minerva,  a  brio-  of  lOS  tons,  owned  by  Captain 
William  (triswold,  of  Wetherstield,  was  charteix-d  uixler  this 
order,  with  the  understanding  no  doubt,  that  if  found  of  use,  she 
would  be  purchased.  The  charter  price  was  .£21,  12.s.  per  nionlli. 
The  list  of  her  olHcers  was  : 

Captain,  Giles  Hall,  of  Wallin«rford. 
First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Horsey,  Derby. 
Second  Lieutenant,  Jehiel  'I'inker. 
j\[aster,   AVilliam  Plummet. 
.ALite,  William  Warner, 
(hinner,  Uenjamin  Cranston. 
Steward,  Timothy    Larral)ee. 

She  was  to  have  a  crew,  of  forty  seamen  and  forty  marines, 
and  her  captain  was  to  receive  £1  per  month.  [Mr.  Horsey  de- 
clined his  appointment.  James  Hopkins  was  commissioned  lirst 
lieutenant  and  later  Jehiel  Tinker  was  succeeded  as  second  lieu- 
tenant by  Thompson  Phillips,  and  Andrew  Johonnot,  of  :\Iiddle- 
town,  became  steward. 

The  vessel  was  ready  for  sea  in  October,  1775,  provisioned  for 
a  six  months'  cruise.  She  was  orthred  to  be  ready  to  sail  on  an 
important  expedition  to  the  northward,  wliich  had  been  planned 
by  Congress,  but  the  place  wisely  l^ept  secret,  a  rule  tl-at  was 
not  followed  in  other  cases,  and  whose  relaxation  biouglit 
disaster.     It   seems   that   the   state,  recognizing  the    benetit    of  a 
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oeutrul  power,  liiid  placed  its  vessel  at  tin;  (lis])ositioii  of  (Jongi'ess. 
While  wiiiliii},'  for  instructions,  and  still  iuicliored  in  llu;  Counecti- 
ciit  river,  tlio  crew  mutinied  and  left  her,  and  tlie  expedition 
failed.  What  the  cause  of  trouble  was,  does  not  appear,  but  she  was 
not  iiseil  for  state  service  aj^^ain,  ('a])tain  Hall,  in  I>eee)nl)er.  bein;^ 
ordered  to  dismantle  lier,  sail  iier  to  lio<dcy  Hill  and  tuin  her  over 
to  her  owner.  'I'he  next  year,  0  2")  1 -Js.  were  allf^wed  Captain 
(liriswold  inv  the  use  of  the  vessel.  Later  the  ^lin(;rva  ai)i)ears 
a^  a  succsssful  j)rivateer. 

The  second  vessel  to  be  lifted  out  umler  the  resolution  of 
the  le^^isiature  was  the  sloop  S]iy.  She  was  }ilaced  in  service 
under  a  vote  to  chaiter  a  small  vessel  to  i)e  used  ehieliy  as  a  apy, 
to  run  ficm  place  to  jilace  to  carry  intellig'eiice,  discover  the 
c-niiny,  and  perform  such  (jfher  services  as  would  be  useful  to  the 
state  and  country. 

Instead  of  charterinf>-  a  vessel  the  committee,  Benjamin  Hunt- 
in^^toii  and  John  Deshou,  purcha.sed  a  slooj)  named  the  Ihitannia, 
l)e]ni:!^in^-  to  a  ]\Ir.  H;uicox  of  Stoniiif^toii,  paying-  t!20()  for  her. 
This  was  in  Auj^'ust,  177;'),  and  she  was  titted  out  with  speed  un<ler 
the  superintenilcnce  of  Captain  Kobcrt  Niles  of  Norwich,  wIkj  was 
appointed  to  the  command.  H^is  coimnission,  signed  by  Gover- 
iior  Trumbull,  is  dated  A  uuust  T,  177").  Her  name  was  changed 
to  the  S])y,  and  she  was  to  carry  twenty  nun,  the  seamen  to  be 
paid  4(1  and  4S  shillings  per  month. 

On  the  ;i()th  of  ^Lay,  177(1,  the  Hpy  was  chased  into  New 
Tiondon  by  the  (  erberus  lViL!,at(^,  which  pursued  h(!r  to  the  Kace, 
the  Si)y  losing  her  topmast.  In  June  of  the  same  year  she  took 
the  Hannah  and  i']li/abeth,  a  Bristol  schooner,  and  sent  her  into 
Newport.  This  a'cssiI  was  l)rought  round  to  Norwich,  and  titted 
and  sent  out  as  a  Colony  cruiser.  In  October  the  Si)y  captured  a 
vessel  named  the  Barron. 

I'^arly  in  1777,  the  Spy  was  sent  to  .Maryland  for  flour.  Sep- 
tember lOth  of  this  year,  she  captured  a  tine  sloop  of  NU  tons, 
taken  on  the  Long  Island  shore,  ladened  with  wood.  This  vessel 
was  purchased  by  the  state,  named  the  Dolphin,  and  fitted  for  a 
cruise,  and  being  a  better  vessel  than  the  Spy,  Captain  Niles  was 
transfeired  to  her. 

The    Sjjy  was  next  commanded  by  Lieut.  Zebediah    Smith,  of 
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Xorwicli,  aiitl  in  May  or  June,  i77S,  in  company  with  tlio  I>tjl- 
phin,  sailed  to  the  West  Imlios  as  an  aimed  niercliant  vessel, 
carrying'  a  cai'^'o  of  staves  and  hoops. 

The  next  item  conceinin;^  this  vessel  says,  th(;  sloop  Spy, 
Captain  Niles,  a  Connecticut  sluop  of  al>out  .')0  toi.s,  (I  f<jur- 
pounder  guns,  'M)  men,  sailetl  froni  Stjnington  with  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  with  Fiance  ratified.  Arrived  at  lirest  in  twenty-one  days; 
im.ssed  throuij,h  a  very  numerous  Uritisli  tleet  (jl'f  Brest  unoh- 
served.  It  is  supposed  that  as  slie  was  >o  small,  (die  was  nut 
susi^ected  of  hein;^  an  American.  In  lSH,one  oC  her  crew  on 
this  trip,  Benjamin  Coit,  of  Norwich,  was  still  liviiiir. 

The  Spy  was,  indeed,  a  nselnl  vessel,  i)ert'ormin^'  most  effective 
service,  and  deserves  a  Icadui^'  })hice  in  Bevulutionai-y  Xaviil 
annals.  She  was  continually  in  service,  was  always  leady  for  an 
enter])rise,  and  while  her  cruises  were  short,  they  were  <d'  ;rreat 
value,  as  she  was  very  successful  in  obtainin;^  news,  capturinir 
prizes,  and  a  terror  to  the  smu;^';^ders  that  infested  the  wc-^t  of  tlu- 
state.  AVhat  her  fate  was,  is  not  known,  unl(;.ss  the  folio wiii^f  item, 
under  date  of  April   15,  17711,  im[)lies  her  capture. 

"Arrived  in  New  London,  IMi-.  IMoitimer,  late  mate  of  the 
schooner  Spy,  11.  Niles — from  New  \%)i'k,  to  which  place  he  came 
from  i'higland  as  a  seaman,  but  on  arriving  in  port,  escaped  and 
came  home.'' 

The  calling  of  the  Spy  a  schooner,  may  be  a  mistake,  and 
the  gallant  little  vessel  may  have  found  her  fate  in  the  iMiglish 
channc.'l,  an  example  of  (yVmnecticut  eiiterjjrise  and  daring. 

ill  Dei-ember,  1775,  the  (Jeiieral  Assembly  resolved  to  pur- 
(diasc  or  build  a  war  vessel  and  four  row  galleys,  and  in  January, 
177(5,  the  (Jovernor  and  Council  appointed  Benjamin  Huntington, 
of  Norwich,  and  Captain  Seth  Harding,  commissioners  to  liuild 
such  vessel.  Captain  Uriah  Hayden,  of  Pottijiaug,  now  Essex,  in 
Saybrook,  was  engaged  to  build  the  said  \  osscl  at  his  shipyard, 
and  in  February,  177*j,  Ca[)tain  Harding  was  appointed  to  cuiu- 
maiid  her,  and  to  sui)erintend  the  building.  Her  dimensions,  as 
directed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  were:  keel.  HO  feet;  beam, 
27  leet ;  de])th  of  hold,  12  feet;  burden,  2()()  tons.  Her  iron  work 
Avas  made  by  Benjamin  Williams.  Klijah  l>ackns  1'orj.ail  the 
anchors,  two  of  1,2U()  pounds  each,  and  James  Tillcy  manufac- 
tured i)art  of  the  cordage.  She  was  named  The  Defence,  and  hiig 
ri'j-'jed. 
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From  all  accounts  tlu;  first  list  oflior  ofllcers  \verc : 

Captiiiii,  Setli  llanliii^'. 

First.  Licuteuaiit,  l^lxniczor  Hart  ram,  of  Kairlicld. 

Second  Ijicutonant,  Samuel  liartrum. 

'I'liird  Licntcnant,  Samuel  Smedley. 

.Master,  John  :\lc('lcave,  of  New   Haven. 

Lieutenant  of  Marines,  Joseph  Stiuire. 

l':i)ene/.or  15artram  having-  resi<(ned,  Samuel  liartram  became 
tirst  lieutenant,  .Mr.  Smedley  second  lieutenant ,  and  James  Hop- 
kins, of  :\Iiddleto\vn,  third  lieutenant.  .Mr.  McCJleave  having'  been 
made  commander  of  one  of  the  new  galleys.  Captain  Josiah  liurn- 
ham,  of  Lyme,  became;  master. 

There  seems  to  have  been  some  trouble  with  Cajitain  Havd- 
inti's  methods,  as  on  the  -JStli  of  February,  Captain  Ki)hraim  Jiill 
was  aj)p.)iiited  inspectoi',  and  to  inspect  tiie  ri.u'ging  and  uri;-e  on 
the  work;  and  on  April  "id,  (\iptain  Harding  was  complained  of 
lor  intemperance.  The  (lovernor  and  Council,  on  invcistigation, 
found  no  cause  for  removal,  and  In^  was  continued  in  comman<l. 

The  Defence  was  c.nnpleteil  in  May,  177f»,  and  June  17th  was 
cruising  neai-  the  entrance  to  Boston  h'xrl)or.  Here  Captain 
Harding  took  two  transports,  a  sliii)  and  a  brig,  both  armed, 
which  he  found  at  anchor  in  Nantasket  Fioads.  He  ran  in 
between  them  and  engaged,  and  after  a  .spirited  cannonading  on 
both  sides  the  transports  surrendered.  Tlie  Defence  had  nine 
men  wounded,  but  none  killed,  -wliile  the  enemy  had  eighteen 
killeil  and  many  wounded.  The  transports  had  -JlO  soldiers  on 
board,  and  among  the  ollicors  was  Lieutenant-Ctdonel  Cam[)bell, 
of  (li'iicial  Fra/.er's  regiment  of  Higidaiiders,  and  Major  :\Ieuzies, 
who  was  killed  in  the  action.  The  ne-ct  day  the  Defence  captured 
another  transport  with  112  men  of  the  same  regiment. 

In  tlicse  engagements  the  Defence  was  consideraldy  damaged 
ill  hull  and  rigging.  In  Septend)er  she  was  in  New  London  retit" 
ting,  and  .Mr.  Henry  DiUiugs,  of  Norwich,  became  third  lie-.itenaut, 
going  out  on  an  eight  weeks'  cruise.  She  sent  in  during  Septem- 
ber a  shi[)  of  -iOl)  tons,  the  John,  ladened  Avitli  a  very  valuable 
cargo  of  sugar,  rum  and  cotton,  and  a  Guineaman,  homeward 
l)ound  froui  the  We^t  Indies 

The  Defence  was  chased  into  New  London  October  3d  by  two 
frigates  which  followed  her  from  Xarragansett  Dcacdi,  ami  with 
which  she  exchanged  between  sixty  and  seventy  ehots.     She  sailed 


for  ft  two  iiiftiiiliH'  cviiise  ainiout  iMiiii('(liat«'ly,  smd  in  Jjiuiiary. 
1777,  was  ill  IJostoii.  Hcif  LicMitcuant  .Samuel  liartnuii  was  dis- 
iiiisx'd  at,  liis  (Avii  n(|ii(st,  Ix^aiiso  of  KickncsH,  Captain  Hanlin;,' 
tcstilViii^r  to  his  valiK;  as  an  ollicci-.  J.ioiitfciiaiit  SMiedloy  was 
Idoiiioted  to  fust  lioutoiiaiit,  liilliii^^s  Ni  second  ;ind  Mr  Pease 
became  tliird;  and  ('aptaiii  JJmnliaiu  resii^Miin^'  as  niastcj-,  >[r. 
IJebee  toi.k  ]iis  place  Ca])taiii  llarditi<,'  beiii;,'  taken  sick  and 
unable  to  sail  in  the  bri^'  the  next  eiiiise.  Smedle\  t<Jok  c\iiuy<: 
and  -lames  An«>X'l  b(;caiue  thinl  liciijciiaiit. 

In  this  cruise  Captain  Muedley  tonk  several  prizes-  -one  v  ith 
:5,(H)()  barrels  of  provisions.  These  i)rize.s  were:  In  March,  the 
Snow  Swift,  the  s(;hooner  Anna,  Iroiu  lliistol  to  Doininico  with  u 
car^'o  of  tloiir  and  painter's  colors,  and  th(;  bar(|iie  Lydia,  ten 
,i;iins,  from  Liverjtool  to  Peusacola;  and  in  Ajtril,  th(!  (ircj^',  a  j;,'o(id 
name  for  the  trade,  a  ^Vest  Indian,  ('ai)tain  Smedley  ran  into 
iJedford  the  latter  end  of  ^lay,  and  Captain  Hardin^'  havin-  been 
translerrcd  to  ihe  Oliver  Croiawell,  his  commission  as  re^'ular 
commander  of  the  Defence  was  M-nt  him  dated  April  2.Tth.  with 
blank  commissions  for  his  sulxirdinates 

Chaiif^^es  of  oihcers  had  taken  jilace,  and  a  lieutenant  Jiann-d 
Leeds  was  reported  as  dead.  In  August,  1  77  7,  the  brij,'  was  a;;ain 
lifted  for  sea.  She  was  now  called  the  "  Old  Defence,"  another 
vessel  of  the  same  name  and  class  having  appeared  on  the  scene. 
In  this  cruise  James  Angel,  who  had  been  sailing  out  of  New  I.on- 
d(ni  as  master  of  ships  for  twelve  years,  was  Hrst  lieutenant.  In 
Septemlier,  1777,  the  brig  was  in  lioston,  and  Cai)tain  Smedley 
recommended  that  she  should  be  lengthened  and  nnide  more  suit- 
able for  fighting,  stating  that  she  was  a  mo^t  ujicomfortable  vessel 
in  her  present  conditi(^n. 

The  recommendation  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Defence  was 
lengthened  and  titled  as  a  ship,  Samuel  Elliott,  Jr.,  of  Boston, 
being  Connecticut's  agent  in  the  business  part  of  the  nn\tter.  As 
a  ship,  under  Captain  Smedley,  the  Defence  sailed  from  Boston, 
March  4th,  1778,  in  company  with  the  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  some 
time  alterward  they  captured  the  Admiral  Keppel  and  the  Cyg- 
uus,  the  latter  being  the  i)articular  prize  ot  the  Defence,  and 
Lieutenant  Pease,  of  that  vessel,  was  made  prize  master. 

The  ship  was  leaking  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  and  sixty 
of  her  crew  were  iunoculated  with  the  smallpox.  She  was  c<noid- 
erably  cut  up  in  hull  and  rigging. 
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Oh  :\r:ircli  loth,  1771»,  tlie  slii])  I).-r.;ii(;(,.,  Htill  under  (Japtain 
Smedlcy,  when  ictiiiniiio-  ti-.(,i„  n  cruise,  struck  on  (iosluMi  I{o«-l, 
billed,  and  soon  after  overset  Her  <,'-iui.s  uiid  most  of  hei-  stores 
were  saved.  As  no  riirther  notice  ol  her  appears,  siie  inusl  have 
l)ro\cd  a  total  wicick. 

Of  her  iiaiuesaUe  the  only  notice  that  reniuins  is  an  item  Bav- 
in-- that  an  arnie  1  hi'i^^  calh-d  the  Defence,  Oaptain  Daniel 
Deslion  coiuinauder,  was  capturetl  hy  the  Uritish  in  Jaiiuarv,  177S, 
and  carried  into  -Jamaica. 

or  the  four  row  galleys  ordered  by  the  (Jeneral  Assembly  of 
Connecticut  in  Decend)er,  1775,  but  three  appear  to  liave  been 
l)iiilt.  'J'hey  were  the  Whiting,  built  at  New  Haven;  the  Crane, 
buiJl  a(  i-:ast  Haddam,  and  the  Sliark,  built  at  Norwich  They 
were  CO  feet  keel,  Is  feet  beam  and  o  feet  deptli  of  hold.  Captain 
.lonaihan  Lester,  of  Norwicli,  built  the  .Shark,  and  J.  .V:  15.  Hunt- 
ington attended  to  the  lig-ing.  She  was  liuished  and  ready  for 
sea  in  July,  and  was  oi-dored  to  r<Mi(h'Zvous  at  Stonington.  Her 
otHcers  and  crew  were:  Captain,  Theophilus  Stanton;  lirst  lieuten- 
ant, Zodock  Brewster;  second  lieutemmt,  Amos  Stantou;  master, 
William  Wilbur;  surgeon,  Dcnjamiii  Ellis;  boatswain,  Jolin  Fen- 
ton;  gunner,  Jolm  Fish;  carpenter^  lioger  Fanning;  clerk, 
Manasseh  Short;  steward,  Nathaniel  Slauton;  gunner's  mate, 
Fdward  Culver;  cook,  Henry  Jiurnside;  seamen,  ll)bert  l*almer, 
Asa  iMaynard,  Samuel  Fettice,  Amos  Lane,  IMathew  Longwood! 
James  Wariu-r,  James  Corning,  Jonathan  Fannuig,  William  Palmer, 
James  Ohurl,  Tiiomas  Nickall.s,  John  Hond,  John  Kol)inson, 
Thomas  Dellow.s,  Thomas  Fanning,  Christopher  Lewis,  John  Keep- 
ing, Nathan  Fish,  iiobert  Davison.  .Marines  -Sergeants,  Silas 
Sterry,  Fdward  Williams;  corporals,  James  Stanton,  Solomon 
Davis;  drummer,  David  Feuton;  privates,  James  Colkius,  Samuel 
Rockwell,  David  Greenslit,  Nathan  Fanning,  Wi'liam  Fish,  Jabe/. 
Choat,  Kobert  Dixon,  Joshua  Dowue,  Kbone/.er  Wrath,  Thomas 
Woods,  John  Jetlers,  John  Wampee,  Flisha  Floldridge,  Aliel 
Chapman,  Isaac  Stanton,  Darius  Drewster,  John  Fish,  Jr.  Dr. 
Henry  Ellis  was  also  a  surgeon  on  the  Shark. 

The  list  of  otUcers  of  the  Whiting  was  :  (Japtaiu,  John  :\Ic- 
Cleave  ;  first  lieutenant,  Israel  Bishop  ;  second  lieutenant,  Ebe- 
nezer  Feck;  master,  William  Plimimett  ;  of  the  Oraue— captain, 
Jehiel  Tinker;  tirst  lieutenant,  David  Brooks  of  lladdam  :  second 
lieutenant,  Flias   Lay  ;  master,  Calvin    Ely.     The  Crane  was  readv 
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for  Hcivicc  in  Julv  iiinl  \v;ik  ordf^itd  tn  rcmlozvous  at  Now  Lon- 
don. Slif  wiiH  built  by  Jol)  ^\'inslo\v.  'J'lio  AVliiliuf:^  whh  built  !>y 
A\'illiuni  (jironoii;^!!.  and  nlie  was  KujXirinlondcd  by  Captains  J. 
Seals,  iMichacl  'I'odd  and  JanieH  ]{ice.  She  was  ordei'od  to  New 
Voile  with  the  Crane  in  17T(!,  Iiy  roijnest  of  A\'asliin;,doii.  'J'lie 
Sliark  was  in  the  Hudson  from  October  'JDtli,  1770.  to  February 
If),  1777.  Roger  I'\innin}if,  master.  The  AVliitinj.^  and  Crane  were 
captured  in  the  Hudson  in  the  fidl  of  177(),  but  tlierc^  is  no  note 
of  tlie  fate  of  the  Shark, 

These  were  to  carry  about  titty  men,  includinj^'  tlie  oflicer.s, 
!ind  among  their  e(juij)ments  were  twenty  lances  and  pc^les  and 
twenty  hatchets. 

Tlie  largest  state  vessel  ef  Conm-cticut  was  the  ship  Oliver 
Cromwell,  of  twenty  guns,  built  at  Saybrook  in  177(),  by  order  of 
the  legislature  and  under  the  direction  of  the  (lovernor  and  Coun- 
cil. (!u]>tain  William  Coit  superintended  the  building  and  was 
a})pointed  her  first  commandei'.  In  July  the  other  otHcers  were 
a})pointed  as  follows  :  First  lieutenant,  Timothy  Parkei-  ;  second 
lieutenant,  David  Hawley  ;  third  lieutenant,  Samuel  Champlain; 
master,  Azariah  Whittlesey,  of  Saybrook  ;  captain  of  marines, 
Kli])halet  Roberts,  of  Hartford.  In  the  early  i)art  of  August, 
177t),  she  was  .struck  by  lighting.  On  the  2()th  of  August,  Sun- 
day, she  came  out  of  the  river  piloted  by  James  Harris,  being  the 
largest  vessel  that  had  ever  passed  the  bar.  She  was  fitted  in 
New  London,  Nathaniel  Shaw,  tlie  commissary  of  naval  stores, 
furnished  all  Hui)plies.  There  were  many  difficulties  attending 
the  sliipjiing  of  a  crew,  and  these  delays  caused  trouble.  Dis- 
satisfaction, too,  occurred  among  the  officers,  several  of  them 
retired  and  others  were  dismissed,  and  in  October  the  list  stood: 
Captain,  William  Coit  ;  first  lieutenant,  ]\Hchael  INfehdly  ;  second 
lieutenant,  John  Chapnnin  ;  third  lieutenant,  John  Smith,  of  East 
Hartford  ;  second  lieutenant  of  marines,  John  Prentis  ;  surgeon, 
Samuel  Lee  ;  surgeon's  mate,  Thomas  Gray. 

She  was  ordered  to  sail  on  her  first  cruise  October  "i-lth,  but 
could  not  be  got  ready.  In  December,  Dr.  A  Waldo  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon.  January  28th,  1777,  the  Governor  and  Council 
ordered  that  she  should  immediately  i)roceed  to  sen,  but  the  crew 
now  deserted,  md  cietaiued  her.  ]\felally,  the  first  lieutenant,  wis 
dismissed  in  March,  and  at  this  time,  Captain  Coit  reported  that 
he  would  be  ready  to  sail  as   soon  as  bread,  wood   and  rum   were 
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received.  He  was  not  allowed  to  make  a  cniiHo  in  her,  for  April 
lull  he  was  diHchargcd  from  the  state  service,  and  ('aptuiu  Sc-th 
Harding  took  ccminand, 'I'imothy  I'arker  heing  aj^ain  lirst  lieu- 
tenant and  .losiah  liurnliam,  master. 

Slie  saiUid  on  her  lirst  cruise  in  May,  1777,  and  soon  cajitured 
the  brig  Medway  and  other  jjrizes.  In  July  she  took  the  hrigan- 
tine  Honor,  and  in  August  a  hrig  laden  with  ])rovisions.  In 
September  she  captured  the  Weymouth  packet,  a  brig  carrying 
sixteen  guns  and  lit'ty  men,  and  having  several  passengers  on 
board.  This  prize  was  carried  into  Boston,  where  it  was  fitted 
out  for  a  cruibcr,  given  an  armament  of  twenty  guns  and  called 
the  Hancock.  The  Honor,  the  brigantine  captured,  was  Ijound 
from  Dartmouth,  England,  to  St.  .John's,  New  Foundland,  and 
made  Dartmouth,  Xew  l']ngland,  as  a  prize.  She  was  very  valu- 
able, selling  with  her  cargo  for  moi-e  than  $;■»;{, 000.  The  prisoners 
taken  in  the  "Weymouth  and  Honor,  among  which  was  the  cuptain 
of  a  lifty  gun  ship  were  sent  to  Connecticut. 

In  December,  Captain  Harding  having  been  appointed  to  the 
regular  Continental  navy,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Confederacy,  on  the  0th,  Timotliy  Parker  was  made  captain,  Chap- 
man promoted  to  first  lieutenant  and  Smith  to  second.  James 
Day  was  appointed  captain  of  marines.  In  Fel)ruary  Lieutenant 
Smith  resigned. 

In  i\Iarch,  177S,  the  Oliver  Cromwell  sailed  from  Boston  in 
company  with  the  state  ship  Defence,  Captain  Smedley,  and  on 
the  l:5th  of  April,  they  captured  the  Admiral  Keppel,  eighteen 
six  pounders,  aiul  the  Cygnus,  sixteen  guns.  The  Admiral  Keppel 
was  the  prize  of  the  Oliver  Cromwell,  ami  John  Tillinghast,  the 
third  lieutenant  of  the  American  ship,  brought  her  in.  The 
Cromwell  had  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded  ;  Captain 
James  Day,  of  the  marines,  being  mortally  hurt,  dying  the  day 
after  the  battle.  The  Keppel  had  several  distinguished  passen- 
gers, the  Hon.  Henry  Shirley,  late  British  ambassador  to  Russia, 
and  on  his  way  to  Jamaica  as  government  commissioner,  being 
one  of  the  number.  She  was  very  valuable,  selling  with  her  cargo 
for  over  $110,()()U.  <  ^ 

The  Cromwell  was  advertised  for  a  cruise  in  March,  17T'J. 
She  sailed  May  lU,  1771),  and  came  into  New  London  May  24, 
having  captured  four  prizes  and  bringing  in  sixty  prisoners.  One 
of  her  prizes  was  an  armed  schooner  carrying  ten  guns;  another 
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un  iiniied  sloop,  tciiulcr  to  tli(;  Hritisli  fiij^utc}  Il(;no\vii,  aKii  Ciinv- 
hi'^  ten  ^liiis.  'riiis  wiih  h  very  j^ood  result  for  ii  t\v(-lv«;  diiyo' 
cruise. 

IJiit  the  ('roinwell  w!is  near  the  eml  of  her  ciii'eer  ;ik  an  Aiiier- 
icau  cruiser,  for  (;ii  June  ;")th,  some  leaj^aies  oil"  Saiiily  Hook,  hlio 
met  the  Hritish  fri^nite  J>a|)hiie,  ami  had  a  sliarji  fif^ht  of  two 
h(jiirs,  when  amjther  ship  coming  n\>  to  liie  l>aphMe's  assistance, 
and  the  CrcnaweUH  niaininast  beiiif^  shot  away,  (.'ai)tain  I'arker 
struck  hib  fluj^'.  The  Cnjinwill  liad  three  men  killed  -Thoiuas 
Stanton,  ^Michael  IO\v(m  aiul  .lohn  Knowles -■  and  five  were 
wounded. 

The  J>ritish  titled  the  Ohver  Cromwell  for  their  .service,  and 
called  her  the  Kestoration,  and  sln'  was  soon  out  on  a  cruise  under 
their  ilag. 

Some  of  her  crew  came  home  in  June,  \\'illiiuit  Howard,  of 
New  London,  being  of  the  number.  Others  followed,  and  iu 
August  Captain  Parker  and  forty  men  wf^re  sent  in  in  a  Ihi-^  of 
truce.  An  interesting  item  concerning  her  is  the  statement  of 
Daniel  Stanton  2d,  one  of  her  crew,  pul)hshed  August  "idth.  In 
this  he  says  that  he  and  his  companions  had  been  imprisone<l  in 
the  ]irisou  ships  Jersey  and  (Jood  }Io])e;  that  nothing  had  bef-n 
plundered  from  them;  that  the  sick  had  been  attended  by  iihvsi- 
cians;  that  wholesome  food  in  reasonable  ipiantities  had  been 
given  them;  and  that  on  tlie  whole  the}'  had  been  as  humanely 
treated  as  could  be  exj)ected. 

There  were  several  other  stale  cruisers,  among  them  the 
schooner  JMilUin,  in  1777,  Ca}jtain  Timothy  White  :ind  other 
otUc(;rs  and  men  being  di>charged  in  ]\biy.  Iu  April,  1777,  the 
IMilllin  under  ('aptain  John  Kerr,  tiled  a  liliel  in  the  marine  court 
of  New  London  against  the  sloop  Doty,  and  in  ^lay,  against  the 
sloops  Speedwell,  Betsey,  I'olly  antl  Hannah,  Katherine  and  Sea 
Flower,  and  the  schooner  Industry,  and  their  cargoes.  She  was 
also  cruising  in  .luue,  but  Captain  Kerr  was  tlien  commanding 
the  ship  Warren.  'J'his  may  have  been  a  state  ship,  but  there  is 
no  record  to  determine  the  fact. 

The  stale  had  an  armed  schooner  named  the  Schuyler,  under 
Captain  Hawley,  in  service  in  1777. 

In  1771),  the  Mars,  an  armed  sloop  belonging  to  the  T^>ritish 
service  and  commanded  by  Captain  Samuel  Rogers,  wn'?  run 
asljore  near  (jiuilford  and  captured.     She  was  got  oti"  and   taken 
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into  tlu!  Heivicc  of  the  state,  aiul  in  Juno,  177'.),  came  inti»  New 
Ijondon  iintlcr  tlie  command  of  a  Cajjtain  Nott.  Slio  is  re])oite(l 
Kb  having'  captured  a  Ictter-of-maiciue  ship,  whicli,  Avith  cai;^o, 
was  vahictl  at  $r25,0()(). 

'I"he  state  also  \)ouglit,  for  aLout  $11,000,  a  prize  sloop  that 
the  th'ct  of  (lonimodore  Plo])kins  hron^ht  into  New  London  from 
New  I'rovidcnce,  and  titted  lier  out  for  a  cruiser  and  under  date 
of  ^larch  7,  Hinman  notices  the  liri*,'  of  war  Ainerica,  Captain 
John  Nott,  as  lying  at  Fairfield.  Here  again,  there  are  no  rec- 
ords to  determine  whether  she  was  a  state  cruiser  or  not,  though 
the  su])position  is  that  she  was. 

Tlie  list  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Oliver  rr(»niwell  shows 
how  hoth  were  changed  in  tlie  rapid  movcnu-nt  of  events  and  is 
given  to  illustrate  this. 

Her  captains  were  :  William  Coit,  Seth  Harding  and  Timothv 
Parl<er  ;  Iieut<'nants,  Timothy  Parker,  David  Ilawley,  Samuel 
Champlain,  Michael  .Melally,  John  Chapman,  John  Smith,  Caleb 
Frisbie,  J(jhn  Tillinghast.  ^Musters,  Azariah  "Whittlesey  and 
Josiflh  Huruham  ;  surgeons,  Samuel  Lee  and  A.  Waldo  ;  ca})tains 
of  marines,  Eliphalet  Kogers  and  James  Day  ;  mates,  Andrew 
^Morris,  Jose})h  Hul)l)ard  and  Curtis  Keed  ;  midshipmen,  Isaiah 
Cohoon,  Ralph  Hoadiey,  \Villiam  lliggins,  Daniel  Starr,  Benjamin 
Jones,  jun.,  Samuel  lUdwell,  Samuel  liuilam,  Samuel  Stow  ;  lieu- 
tenants of  marines,  John  Prentice,  '2nd,  and  Bela  Elderkin  ;  sur- 
geon's mate,  Thomas  Cray  ;  boatswain,  John  Ci-age  ;  gunner 
Thomas  W.  Foster  ;  carpenter,  Jacob  Chandler  ;  sailniaker,  'i'urtle 
Hunter  ;  ca])tain's  cleik,  Jabez  Perkins,  :>rd  ;  ju'izemasters,  Joua- 
thati  "Woodward  and  John  Baker  ;  boatswain's  mates,  Thomas 
Tillinghast  and  Samuel  Tollard  ;  gunner's  mate,  Peter  J.  Sangster; 
gunner's  yeoman,  Edward  Brazer  ;  carpenter's  mate,  Amos  Ban- 
ney  ;  carpenter's  yeoman,  Timothy  Hoardman  ;  quarter-masters, 
Thomas  Smith,  John  Essex,  Doty  Kandol  ;  armorer,  Bosalael 
Beebe  ;  steward,  Samuel  Holman  ;  seamen,  Chace  Rogers,  (J id- 
eon  Chapman,  Edward  Morriss,  Archelus  Barker,  Joseph  Smith, 
Eliphalets  Roberts,  Jr.,  Roger  Dyer,  Joseph  Miller,  Antoney 
"Woolf,  Samuel  Mackentash,  John  Drisco,  John  Slatterly,  Chaun- 
cey  Smith,  Thonnis  Ridgway,  Benjamin  WoodrutT,  William  bunce, 
Michael  Dwire,  Elkanah  Elmer,  Feter  (iilbert,  ]5enjamin  Wyatr, 
John  Hedge,  Thomas  Matthews,  John  Gardner,  Joseph  Hovey. 
Samuel    Chace,    Boston    Swain,  Samuel  Combs,    James    Mathews, 


44 

Thomas    I?iiiul)le(torn,    r^noc.h   Crowcli,    Suiiiiu'l    A<l<lfiiii«,  William 
.Ioiu;h,    William    Swuii,  Tlioiniis   (Joodman.    TJKjmas    Kovos,   I'etor 
T\I()l!()iio,  FiaiiciH  JuiviH,  William    WajjJe.s,  'I'liomas   Williams,  .Jf)liii 
Wood,    .John    Kille}'    and    William     HyniH.        Latidsmon,    (if-or;^M- 
liuiniey,  Samuel  .lohiiKoii  aud    lln<^li    Mc.Mann}'.     1>'>3'S,  I5(;iijamin 
Slieltoii,  Nathaniel    Olivei",  John    Setclu;!,  John     Parsons,  \\'illiani 
H.  WattU's    and    J>enona    Dick   (Indian).     Sargoants    ol   maiines. 
Azariah  Milliard  and  Abed  Woodward  ;  corj)oral,  Samuel   Wattles; 
drummer,    John     Rogers,    otli  ;     inivates,  llicluird    Hose,  (iurden 
Smith,  Caleb    Smith,  Samuel    Andrus,  flutehins  Bowden,  Charles 
Boardman,  Ebenezer    Baldwin,  Jolm    Henry,  Levy   Darting,  (.'rnt- 
lindeu    Ward,  Jeremiah  Ward,  Daniel    W.  Sanderloith,  Chapman 
Simmons,    Thonuis  Crosman,    Jonathan   Waterhouse,  J)aniel    Mil- 
liard, John  Wittlesey,  .John   W^etmau,  Nathaniel    Iliiey,  John  liatt, 
Jonas  Park,  Lev}'  Park,  I'erum  Bipley,  Joseph  Starkweather,  Mez- 
ekiel  (TofV,  John  Rogers,  jun.,  Stej)hen  Ward,  jun.,  Philemon  Koh- 
erts,  jun.,  Charles  Plum,  Stephen  Ward,  ISenjamin  Gardner,  Moses 
Butler,    John    Gritlin,    Daniel    Lee,   J  (dm    Lamb,    John    Blardell. 
Wilson  Bowlauson,  Ldmoud  Dorr,  Ebenezer  Tolcott.  Simeon  Cost, 
Abraham  Low,  Samuel  Williams,  Stephen  Payne,  AVilliam  Water- 
.  man,  Chandler  Wattles,  Jabe/.    Palmer,  Eliphalet   Mouse,  jun.,  Asa 
Lyman,    Joseph    Allen,    Jesse    Loonns,    Derias    Waterman,  Jerod 
Allen,  Timothy  Goodwin,  Ezekiel  Fitch,  jun.,  Abijah   Hutchinson, 
Walter    Hunt,    Gladding    Waterman,    John    Bliss,  Josiah    Wood- 
worth,   Jolin    Coteney,    Daniel    Rockwell,    .lohn   Biickle,    J()shua 
Boynton,    Uoswell     Lamfear,    Benjamin    Jones,  Amasa  Waterman, 
(  negro  )    Richard  Hendrick,  (  negro  )   Cato  Tyng,  (  negro)  Jambo 
Dee,  (negro)  and  Neal  Lathroj)   (negro). 

It  thus  appears  that  the  negroes  enlisted  aud  served  as  sol- 
diers in  considerable  cjuantities  during  the  Revolution,  for  live 
privates  iu  one  marine  guard  is  certainly  a  marked  example. 


(From  the  Counecticut  Gazette  for  Wednesday,  September  1,  177'J.) 
"Render   Unto   Caesar  the   Things   Which   are  Caesar's." 
Mr.  Greene. —  By  publishing  the    following   iu    your  useful    Paper   you 
will  oblige  a  Friend  of  yours  and  the  Publiek. 

Having  often  rend  in  your  flazette  of  Cruel  Treatment  thnt  .\nie  ican 
Prisoners  had  received  from  the  British — trust  I  may  without  otfL-n''-  be 
allowed  to  relate  the  usage  I  received  while  a  Prisoner  with  them. 
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I  was  tiiktn  witli  ii  iiuniher  of  others,  on  or  about  tlif  otli  of  Jiiiic  lant  in 
the  Slii[)  Oliver  < Iroiiiwcll,  ciirrieil  into  New  York,  iiml  put  on  the  I'rison  Sliip 
Jersey.  'J'liere  wiis  nothiii^^  pliunlered  frt)ni  ns  ;  wo  were  kiudly  used  l>y  the 
('iiptiiiii  iiml  oliiers  thiit  liclon^^'ed  to  the  sliii).  Onr  Sick  were  attended  l>y 
riiysiciiins  who  api)eiired  very  OlUcioiis  to  re<!Over  them  to  iiealth.  (Jur  Al- 
lowatiie  for  SiibsiHtaiico  was  wholesome  and  in  reasonable  Plenty,  iacludinj^ 
the  Allowaueo  by  the  ('i)utinental  Congress  sent  on  ]'»oard.  About  ihiee  or 
four  weeks  past,  we  were  removed  on  board  tlie  Prison  Ship  Good  Hope, 
where  we  found  many  siek  ;  there  is  now  a  hos))ital  ship  provided,  to  which 
they  are  removed,  and  f^ood  Attention  paid  ;  and  doubt  not  the  Bunie  Hospi- 
tality is  used  towards  those  of  the  Enemy,  where  the  Fortune  of  War  has 
cast  into  ourVands.  On  the  whole  we  were  as  humanely  treated  as  our  Con- 
dition and  the  Knemy's  Safety  would  admit. 

Stonin^tnn,  An^'ust  'J«th,  177D.  Daniel  Stan'ioN,  "id. 


XOTE.  —There  Is  another  iiist.iuce  of  the  different  KpeUin^'  of  a  uaine,  in  tlio  ta.ie  of  tin- 
shii)  captured  with  the  Admiral  Kejiiiol.  In  some  accounts  it  in  spelled  Cyguus,  and  in 
others,  Cyras.     Which  is  proper,  cunnot  now  be  ikterniined. 
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THE    STORY 

VESSELS   BUILT   L\   CONNECTICUT 

FOR   THK 

CONTINENTAL  NAVY. 


THE  TRUMBULL. 

In  that  romantic  narrative  wherein  fact  is  indeed  stran;_'er 
than  fie  ion,  the  story  of  the  actions  and  achievements  of  tlic 
ships  of  the  Continental  Navy,  no  vessel  occupies  a  more  distin- 
guished position  than  one  built  in  Oonuocticut,  and  named  after 
the  patriot  (loveinor  wlu)  so  wisely  guided  the  fortunes  of  the 
state  during  those  troublous  time?,  and  which,  largely  manned  by 
citizens  of  that  sturdy  Conin)onwea]th,  fought  what  is  known  as 
tlie  most  stubborn  naval  battle  of  the  Revolution. 

October  VMh,  1775,  tlu;  Continental  (>ongress  ordered  the 
equijiment  of  two  vessels  for  cruisers,  one  to  carry  10,  the  nthei' 
14  ^uiis.  On  the  ;5()thof  the  same  month,  this  force  was  increased 
by  two  more  cruisers,  one  to  carry  ^0,  the  other  3(]  guns  ;  and 
later  in  the  same  year,  December  i;Uh,  thirteen  vessi'ls  were 
ordered  built,  three  to  carry  21,  live  2(S  and  five  '.VI  guns.  Of 
this  number,  one,  a  ship  of  28  guns,  was  assigned  to  Connecticut  , 
and  the  (roveriu)r  and  (Council  of  Safety  were  charged  with  her 
construction.  .John  Cotton,  of  ]Middletown,  was  appointed  to 
sui)erintend  the  work,  and  the  vessel  was  built  at  Chatliam,  on  the 
C\)nnecticut,  a  little  below  Middletown,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river. 

She  came  down  the  river  in  February-,  1778,  but  was  unalile 
to  get  over  the  Bar  that  ran  across  the  mouth  of  the  stream. 
Captain  Dudley  Saltonstall,  of  New  London,  wlio  had  been  the 
comnumder    of  the    Alfred    in   Commodore  Ezek  Hopkins'  tlcet  in 
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the  exp(  (litioii  to  New  Providence,  lia<l  bcoii  dcfaclied  from  that 
vessel  and  ordered  to  the  comniaiid  of  the  Trimdndl,  and  he,  hiK 
ofticers  and  men  were  ordered  to  {^ive  Captain  ('ott(jn,  tlie  nhij) 
huihler,  :dl  aid  [)os.sil)ltj  in  ;^ettiiig  the  shiji  inlo  the  deep  water  of 
the  Sound.  (Jon^icss  also  H'<|nested  the  (jiovernor  and  <Jounci! 
to  nltend  lo  and  control  tlie  moving  of  the  visstd  (ner  the  Bar, 
and  they  directed  ("a]itain  Cotton  to  cniiiloy  all  tlie  men  aii<. 
material  to  do  this  that  he  might  <leeiii  necessarv. 

As  in  the  case  of  most  of  th(;  vessels  of  the  Xaval  force,  ( 'on- 
tinental,  Slate  and  Private  armed,  the  accounts  concerning  tin; 
Triunbull  (liiVer.  Coo])er,  in  his  Naval  History  says  that  "  ()n  the 
I'Jth  of  A])ril,  177H,  the  Trund)nll,  under  conjnjand  of  Captain 
Saltonstall,  fell  in  with  tjff  New  ^'erk,  and  ca[)tured  after  a  sharp 
a<-tion,  two  armed  trans])oiis  with  stores  of  valin;  on  board.  In 
this  all'uir,  the  enemy  Miffered  seveiely  in  casualties,  and  the 
TrLiinbull  herself  h:id  si'ven  men  Uilleil,  and  eight  wounded  " 

Another  account  states  that  the  Trumbull  did  not  arrive  in 
New  London  until  in  August,  ITTV*,  that  she  was  floated  across 
the  Bar  at  Saybrook  by  a  device  of  Captain  Elisha  Hiuman  of 
the  Continental  Navy,  who  causred  casks  full  of  water  to  be  strung 
along  her  sides  and  connected  by  lashing  running  underneath  the 
ship.  'J'hese  were  then  pumped  out,  raising  the  hull  so  that  the 
Vessel  lloated  over  the  Bar  at  high  tide.  It.  further  states  that 
the  Trumbull  was  taken  up  the;  Thames  to  (ialetown,  now  Gales 
Kerry,  where  she  was  fitted  iov  sea  under  the  superintendence 
of  Captain  Hiinnan,  who  expected  to  be  given  command  of  her, 
Captain  Saltonstall  having  been  di'tailed  to  the  Warren,  a  larger 
ship.  Captain  Hinnuin  was  a  friend  of  Ca2)tain  Saltonstall,  and 
may  have  assisted  him  with  advice  lie  ^vas  not  given  the  com- 
mand lie  desired,  but  was  orderi'd  to  the  Alfred,  Captain  James 
Nicholson,  the  senior  otHcer  of  the  Navy  taking  commaiul  of  the 
Trumbull. 

Cooper  must  have  been  mistaken  in  his  statement,  and  per- 
haps confounded  the  private  armed  ship,  Cxovernor  Trumbull, 
of  18  guns,  and  sometime  conmauded  by  Captain  Nathaniel  Sal- 
tonstall, with  the  larger  vessel. 

The  accounts  of  the  first  engagement  that  occurred  after  the 
Trumbull  got  to  sea,  i.  e.,  that  of  Cooper  and  the  one  before 
(quoted,  should  be  given  entire,  as  they  niake  very  interesting 
reading. 
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The  first  BuyH —  "The  TruniltuU  iH  {generally  hu])1»ohc'<1  to  have 
canieJ  IH  guns,  2-4  twelve  niid  4  h'\x  pountlerH,  but  Home  accoiintH 
say  that  she  was  pierced  for  '.V2  and  carrie<l  ;{()  j,'uiih,  21  twelve 
and  ()  six  poundorH.  Her  crew  niniihered  2()(),  and  were  niOHtly 
from  New  London  and  itn  vicinity,  and  she  sailed  on  her  firnt 
cruise  in  April,  17S().  SlKjtook  and  went  in  Beveral  prizen  of  small 
value,  and  on  the  2nd  of  June,  oil'  l>eiiiiuda,  Lat.  M.") '"'  54'  Tjonj,'. 
0()  W.  (some  accounts  say  Loui^.  (iiJ  W.  )  she  fell  in  with  the  hhip 
Watt,  an  English  letter-of-martpie  oi'  'A\  j^uns,  mostly  12  jjoundc-rs, 
conunanded  by  Captain  Colehart,  and  having  u  crew  of  2rj(l  men. 
These  parti(;ulars  were  obtained  afterward,  but  at  the  time  of 
action,  the  two  ships  knew  nothing  of  each  otlun-  save  that  they 
were  adversaries. 

The  English  ship  tired  first  at  a  distance  of  about  l(l()  yards, 
and  the  action  lasted  without  intermission  5  glasses  or  '21  hours, 
the  two  vessels  lying  side  l)y  side,  pouring  broadsides  into  eiich 
otlu^",  sometimes  scarcely  half  a  cable's  length  asunder,  and  their 
yards  more  than  once  interlocked. 

The  AVatt  was  a  private  vessel,  and  had  a  cargo  of  great 
value,  and  had  been  specially  eipiipped  to  light  her  way.  Several 
l^assengers  were  on  board,  who  came  on  deck  and  fought  with  all 
of  the  heroism  of  practised  soldiers.  The  cannonade  was  kept 
up  with  equal  spirit,  and  nearly  ecjual  effect. 

The  loss  was  so  great  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged, 
that  it  is  considered  the  most  sanguinary  naval  battle  ot"  the  Revo- 
lution. The  Watt  is  said  to  have  had  \)'2  killed  and  woundeil.  the 
'iVund)ull  'Ad.  jMuny  of  the  Trumbull's  crew  were  landsmen,  and 
were  siitfering  from  sea-sickness,  some  so  much  so  as  to  Ik;  dis- 
abled from  taking  i);ii-t  in  the  action.  Of  those  who  fought, 
every  fourth  man  was  killed  or  wounded. 

In  the  course  of  this  terrible  action,  l\ichard  Law,  a  mid- 
shipman on  board  the  Trumbull,  then  only  17  years  of  age,  was 
left  alone  at  his  gun,  every  other  man  that  \)elonged  to  it,  lying 
dead  or  disabled  near  him.  He  was  bespattered  wiih  their  blood, 
and  the  mangled  fragments  of  one  of  his  friends,  who,  shot  to 
pieces  in  the  rigging  above  him,  fell  upon  the  deck  by  his  side 

At  length  the  tiring  ceased,  and  the  vessels  drifted  apart. 
The  Watt  was  most  injured  in  the  hull,  the  Trumbull  in  the 
rigging.  Captain  Nicholson  would  have  renewed  the  action,  hut 
he  found   his    mainmast   tottering,  and   the  vessels  were   scarcelv 
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a  iiiiiskel  sliot  iipart,  wlicu  all  of  the  muHts  and  spars  of  the  'i'ruin- 
bull  \v(3nt  over  tliu  side  except  the  foroinast,  wliich  waH  injured  in 
several  ])hu-es,  and  saved  Avith  diniculty.  The  Watt  also  h^st  her 
maintop  mast 

(lide(Mi  ('hai^inan,  of  New  L(»ndou,  wenl  overljoard  on  the 
main  top  of  the 'rrninbull,  whicdi  fell  after  the  action  had  ceased. 
'J'he  boats  were  all  shot  to  pieces,  and  there  was  no  means  of 
saviiijj;-  him.  A  bidkhead  was  thrown  overboard,  upon  which  he 
threw  himself,  and  thus  drifted  from  si<,dit.  As  the  sliip  ran 
away  to  leeward,  they  could  see  him  holdinj^^  on  with  one  band, 
and  with  the  other  beckoning,  beckoninf^f,  beckoniu",''  to  his 
comrades  for  assistance,  till  they  could  see  him  no  longer.  Tears 
fell  from  the  eyes  of  the  rougli  seamen,  and  they  wrung  their 
hands  in  anguish  as  the  sad  spectacle  was  lost  in  the  distance. 

The  two  after  guns  on  the  quarter  deck  were  commanded 
by  A(hims,  the  })nrser,  who  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  and 
went  below.  Peleg  Tahuan,  of  Tiverton,  11.  I.,  was  then  i)laced 
in  charge  of  the  guns,  and  continued  at  the  post  while  the  en- 
gagement lasted,  l)ut  just  at  the  close  of  the  action,  his  arm  was 
taken  off  b}'  a  cannon  ball  just  at  the  shoulder  joint. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  a  heavy  gale  came  on.  The  crew  of 
the  Trumbull  iver  retained  a  vivid  recollection  of  their  sufteriugs 
on  this  day.  l  licy  lay,  as  far  as  their  mastt;  and  rigging  were 
concerned,  u  perfect  wreck,  at  the  mercy  of  the  raging  elements. 
The  deck  and  hull  were  cut  up,  the  groans  of  the  Avoundcd  tilled 
the  pauses  of  the  storm,  and  they  were  e.vhausted  by  fatigue  and 
excitement.  The  otticevs  were  filled  with  anxiety,  lest  some  other 
hostile  vessel  should  meet  them,  in  wliich  case  the}'  must  liave 
fallen  an  easy  prey,  but  the  gale  al)ating  by  slow  degrees,  they 
rigged  jury-juasts,  and  though  eneounteriug  much  rough  weather, 
arrived  in  Boston  Harbor,  June  14th." 

Coojnn-'s  account  of  this  action  is  as  follows  : 
"The  lirst  action  of  moment  that  occurred  this  year  (^  ITSU) 
between  any  United  States  vessel  and  the  enemy,  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  having  been  the  most  hotly  and  obstinately  contested  eom- 
bat  of  the  war.  June  '2nd,  17S0,  the  Trumbull,  28,  then  under 
command  of  Captain  James  Nicholson,  the  senior  othcer  of  the 
navy,  while  cruising  iuLat.  35°  54  '  N.,  Long.  «»2  °  W.,  made  a 
str;inge  sail  to  windward  from  the  mastheads.  The  Trunj'>ull 
immediately    furled    all  her    canvas,  in    the  hope  of  drawing  the 
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fltriiugor  down  u[)(Jii  lior  l^cfoi*!  h]u:  coiilil  Ijo  s(:<;ii.  At  elc-veii,  tli<- 
Ktniuger  was  iniulo  out  to  Ik;  a  laif.M;  sliip,  steciiiij^  I'ur  the  Trum- 
biiU'H  (iiuator  ;  l)ut  hooii  Imuliii}^  inoic  u.stcri),  KJiil  wn»  ^ot  on  the 
Aiiieiicaii  «hip  to  chase.  Alter  .soiuc  lUMiui-uvreiiif^,  in  order  to 
try  the  rate  of  Bailing,  and  to  ^'(.-t  a  view  oi'  tlie  htifiiij.^er'«  broad- 
side, tlie  Truinbull  took  in  her  lij^'^ht  sails,  and  liaided  up  her 
eoiirses,  the  tlias(i  all  this  time  betiajin^  no  desire  to  avoid  an 
action,  but  standin<^  directly  tur  licr  iulver.-ary.  When  near 
enough,  tlie'J'rumbidl  lilled,  ami  oiitsuilin^r  the  sti  iin;/(  i-,  ^iJ»o  easily 
fetched  to  windward  of  her.  '\'hv  cha&e  now  liied  three  giuih, 
showed  Kiif^lish  colors,  and  ed^f'id  away,  iindei  shoit  sad,  evi- 
dently wilh  an  intention   to  ])ursuc  her  course. 

C,'a})tain  Nii-hoison  haian^Mied  his  men,  and  then  in;i<b!  sail  to 
biin;^-  his  ship  up  witii  the  enemy.  When  about  a  hundrcil  y.irds 
distant,  the  Mn^lish  ship  (lied  a  bi'cjiul.side,  and  thr  action  be^'iin 
in  ^ood  eariu'st.  l'\)r  two  hours  and  a  half  the  vessels  lay  nearly 
abeam  of  each  othei",  {.;'ivin^  and  )eceivin<^'  broadsides  without 
intermission.  At  no  time  were  they  a  hundred  yaids  iisunder, 
and  nn)re  than  once  the  3'ards  nearly  interlocked.  Twice  was  the 
Trund)ull  set  on  lire  by  tiie  AVads  of  her  enemy,  and  once  the 
enemy  suffered  in  the  same  way.  At  last,  the  tire  of  the  i]nL,'lisli- 
man  slackened  sensibly,  until  it  nearly  ceased. 

Captain  Nicholson  now  felt  satisfied  that  he  should  make  a 
pri/.(!  of  his  anta^■oni^;t,  and  was  encoura^'in^"  his  people  with 
that  hope,  wIkmi  ii  i'e|)ort  was  brou;^lit  him  that  the  main-maht 
was  tottering,  and  if  it  went  while  near  the  enemy,  his  ship,  would 
piobably  be  the  sacrili(;e.  Anxious  to  secure  the  spar,  sail  was 
made,  and  the  Trumbull  shot  ahead  aiiain,  h(>r  superiority  of 
sailiui!,'  bein^'  very  decitletl.  She  was  soon  clear  of  her  adversary 
who  made  no  effort  to  nu)lest  her.  'I'lie  vessels,  h,>wever,  were 
scarccily  musket-shut  apart,  wlieu  the  main  and  mizzen  topunists 
of  the  TiumbuU  went  over  the  sitle,  and  in  s})ite  t»f  every  elfort 
to  secure  them,  spar  after  spar  came  down,  uiitU  uothinu,'  was  let't 
but  the  fore-mast.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  enemy,  who 
had  numilVsted  no  desire  to  prolit  by  her  advantai^e,  went  off  on 
her  proper  coiu'se.  Ikd'ore  she  was  out  of  si_u;ht.  her  main-top 
mast  was  also  seen   to  fall. 

It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  ship  en^ajjfed  'ly  the 
Trumbull  was  a  letter-of-marcpie  called  the  Watt,  Captain  Cindt- 
haid,  a  vessel  of  size,  that  had   been  expressly  titted    to  tight   her 
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wnv.  .  Her  forco  is  not  inoi>t.ioiio(l  in  tlio  I'ln^'lisli  accounts,  ImiI 
lier  cnniniujidcr,  in  liis  nandiive  of  tlu;  atfiiir,  in  wliicli  lift  claims 
tlie  victory,  adniit.s  liis  loss  to  liavo  been  1)2  men,  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Captain  Nidiolson  estiiiiates  her  force  at  'M  or  '.U\ 
friniK,  mostly  twelve  pounders  ;  and  lie  states  tlifit  of  the  Trum- 
bull to  have  been  '24  twcdvi;  ])Ounders  and  (J  sixes,  wiili  ID'.I  souls 
on  board  when  the  iiction  commenced.  The  Trumbull  lost  '.V.),  in 
killed  and  wounded.  amon<;  the  former  of  whom  were  two  of  her 
lieutenants. 

In  the  way  of  a  regidar  cannonade,  this  condjat  is  tliou^dit 
to  have  been  the  severest  that  was  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Iiev- 
olution.  There  is  no  ciuestion  of  the  superiority  of  the  AVatt  iu 
everything-  but  sailing,  she  having  been  essentially  the  largest  and 
strongest  ship,  besides  carrying  more  guns  and  men  than  her 
opponent.  Owing  to  the  ditliculty  of  obtaining  seamen,  that  has 
been  so  often  mentioned,  the  Trundjull's  crew  was  composed  in  a 
great  degree  of  raw  hands,  and  Captain  Nicholson  states  par- 
ticularly that  many  of  his  people  were  sutiering  under  sea-sick- 
ness when  they  went  to  their  guns." 

IMiere  is  still  anotlier  account  of  this  tight,  in  two  letters 
sent  to  his  father,  Ceneral  CUirdon  Saltonstall,  by  Ciilbert  Salton- 
stiiU,  captain  of  marines  on  board  the  Trumbull.  As  all  docu- 
ments and  narratives  bearing  on  incidents  of  the  Revolution  are 
of  value,  this  account  is  also  given,  in  the  words  of  the  writer, 
nothing  being  changed. 

"Xant.\ski:t  Ro.\ds,  June  14,  1780. 
I1onoi!j:d  Sir  :  ■ — On  the  1st  instant,  at  \)  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, Lat.  oCi  N.,  Long.  Ch)  W.  we  saw  a  sail  from  mast-head,  directly 
to  windward  ;  as  soon  as  she  discovered  us  she  bore  down  for  us; 
we  got  ready  for  action,  at  1  o'clock  began  to  engage  and  con- 
tinued without  the  least  intermission  for  5  glasses  within  pistol 
shot.  It  is  beyond  my  power  to  give  an  adeipiate  idea  of  the  car- 
nage, slaughter,  havoc  and  destruction  that  ensued.  Let  yoiu* 
ijnnginatiou  do  its  best,  it  will  fall  short.  We  were  literally  cut 
all  to  pieces  ;  not  a  shroud,  stay,  brace,  bowling  or  any  other  of 
our  rigging  standing  ;  our  maintop  mast  shot  away  ;  our  fore, 
main,  mizzon  and  jigger  masts  going  by  the  board  ;  some  of  our 
(piarter-deck  guns  disabled  ;  through  our  ensign  (i2  shot,  our 
mizzen  157,  mainsail  5(50,  foresail  Iso,  and  other  sails  in  propor- 
tion ;  not  a  yard  in  the  ship  but    received  one  or  more  shot  ;    six 
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shot  tlii'ougli  her  quarter  aljove  the  quarter  ileclc,  f:»ur  in  tho 
waist  ;  our  quarter,  stern  and  netting.s  full  of  lanjijraj^e.  graj)e  ati'J 
musket  Lall.  We  KullV-red  more  than  we  oth(-i\vise  hhouhl  ou 
nceount  of  tin,'  sliip  that  en«^uge(l  us  bein<(  a  vei y  dull  sailor,  nur 
ship  being  out  ot  command,  she  kept  on  our  siarhii,uil  quarter 
the  better  part  of  the  engagement. 

After  2^  liours  action,  she  liaii!(d  her  wind,  her  pumjts  going, 
we  eilged  away,  ho  that  it  may  fairly  be  called  a  <lrawn  battle. 

Our  loss  of  men  will  appear  fiom  the  inclosed  list.  I  most 
sincerely  condole  with  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate  deceased, 
Mr.  Sturr,  :Mr  r.ill  and  :\rr.  Chapman,  (  1 . )  The  hitter  aft.-r  tlie 
engagement  was  on  the  mizzen  topmast  splicing  the  tie,  the  top- 
mast went  over  the  sidc^  and  carrieil  him  with  it  ;  the  bidkhead  of 
the  cal)in  was  thrown  over  and  1  saw  him  get  on  it,  but  it  was  not 
in  our  power  to  heave  the  ship  about  ;  our  boats  v  ere  both 
wounded  so  that  they  would  be  of  no  service  could  we  have  hoisted 
them  out  which  we  could  not.  1  nev<'r  was  more  distressed  in  my 
life,  to  see  a  person  in  full  life  perishing  before  one's  eyes,  and  no 
possil)iliiy  of  giving  him  relief. 

AVe  have  sutl'ered  greatly  from  New  London,  'Sir.  Starr  was 
Avounded  the  latter  part  of  the  engagement  with  a  grape  shot, 
which  went  in  just  above  the  right  hip  bone  and  was  cut  out 
behind.  He  lived  until  -l  o'clock  ^Monday  morning  following, 
when  he  died  without  a  groan  or  struggle.  I  was  with  him  most 
of  the  time  after  he  was  wounded  till  he  died.  The  tlay  alter  he 
was  woundi'd  ho  was  out  of  his  head  and  so  continued  till  nis 
decease.  1  suppose  his  bowels  mortified  as  he  was  insensible  of 
pain. 

.Mr.  Bill  was  killed  in  the  first  of  the  engagement  by  a  piece 
of  langrage  which  took  oft"  the  upper  part  ot  his  head.  He  died 
instaidly. 

^fr.  Adams  was  wounded  with  a  grajje  shot  through  the 
thick  of  his  left  thigh.     He  is  in  a  good  way. 

.Mr.  Pool  received  a  musket  ball  through  his  shoulder.  He  is 
about  again. 

.Mr.  Ibeed  wms  wounded  in  the  elbow  and  thigh  (he  acted  as 
marine  )  with  splinters  from  the  after  ipiartcr  deck  gun  whifih 
had  about  a  foot  of  its  muzzle  shot  away  by  a  12  poundur.  Hr  is 
not  bad. 
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iHdiic  Fref'iufiu  wuH  wouikIcmI  witli  a  doiil.le  hn.uhid  shot 
wliich  ciinied  away  nil  of  ilic  outsido  of  liis  n'rrlit  tlii^di  and  tlio 
inner  part  of  liis  arm  as  it  liunf^down  Ijy  his  Hide.  He  diod  tiie 
12th  instant. 

John  Know-land  Inid  liis  thi<(hs  sliatteiXMl  to  piecr-s  with  a 
donbh;  headed  sliot.      He  died  soon  nfter. 

Asy(ju  will  ol.s(u-ve  my  name  aniMunr  the  wounded,  you  will 
doubtless  be  anxious.  [  had  eleven  diiVeient  wounds  from  mv 
shoulder  to  my  hip  ;  some  witli  Ituck  shot,  others  with  the  s]>lin- 
ters  of  the  quarter  deck  ;,Min.  1  had  one  shot  thi-ou-h  the  brim 
of  my  hat,  but  was  noi  disabled  as  to  (piit  tlie  (luarter  deck  till 
after  the  en-ia-^cment  and  am  now  as  well  as  ever.  Have  one 
buck  shot  in  my  hip. 

LIST    or    KILLICD    .\SU    UOUNl'KI). 

Daniel  Slarr,  lieutenant,  woundeil  and  died  on  the  Hth  ;  (Jil- 
bert  Sallonstall,  captain  of  marines,  wounded  ;  David  JJill,  volun- 
teer, killed  ;  Alexander  P.  Adams,  purser,  wounded;  David  l^.ol, 
boatswain,  wounded  ;  Jesse  lireed,  midshiiiman,  wounded  ;  llem-y 
^Vard,  midshi])m!in,  wounded  ;  Thomas  Uamsey,  captain's  cierk, 
wounded  ;  Peter  Darrow,  coxswain,  wounded  ;  Simon  Lunilier, 
(luartermaster,  wounded;  E/.ekiel  Hyatt,  sergeant  marines,  wounded 
and  died  foiu'  hours  alter  ;  Jeffrey  Allen,  wounded  ;  Luke  JJiown, 
wounded  ;  Ko1)ert  Dawson,  wounded  ;  Cyrus  Chafee,  wounded  and 
died  the  ]()th  ;  Issac  Freeman,  died  the  12th;  Thomas  Oou^-'don, 
wounded  ;  J(.hn  Coller,  wounded  ;  John  Patterson,  died  the  DUh  • 
Peter  ^NlcPherson,  died  the  14th  ;  Thomas  Dou^^las,  wounded  ; 
Jonathan  Meacham,  wounded  ;  Ichabod  Meachaiu,  wounded  ; 
John  Armstronnr,  wounded  :  Pele<,'  Tallman,  wounded  ;  William 
Johnston,  wounded  ;  John  ('arroll,  wounded  ;  John  Greene,  wound- 
ed ;  David  Broome,  wounded  :  James  Johnston,  wounde.l  ;  Peter 
Nostraml,  woumled  ;  William  Stile,  wounded  ;  William  Scudder, 
wotinded  ;  James  :\rackey,  killed  ;  Samuel  Lewis,  killed  ;  John 
Knowland,  died  in  four  hours;  James  Culleu,  killed  ;  Kichardsou 
ANarien,  killed  ;  Jabez  Smith  (2)  Jr.,  of  Grotou,  lieutenant  of 
marines,  killed.  Yours  itc., 

(iii.iti.irr  S \i,roNsT.\TX. 

HoNOKED  Silt:  — I  wrote  you  on  the  14th  instant  from  Xan- 
asket  Road,  giving   an  account  of  our  cruise —  Captain    Nichoi- 
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soil's  j^^oiii^-  up  to  town  obliged  lao  tociutail  my  letter  —  hIjuII  how 
conlimu!  my  murativo. 

^\'lieii  we  ii)>it  niadf!  the  sliij),  tlie  wind  wuh  uearly  soutli.  We 
\vei(!  Ktandiiiy  N.  Iv,  slie  S.  \V.  Ui)Oii  li(;r  lie-uinj^  down  upon  uh 
we  lay  too  —  as  Hoon  as  hIio  made  (uir  wake  we  made  Hail  —  she 
bein^-  a  dull  sailer  we  got  the  wind  ol'  hvv,  hauled  up  our  eour;>ea 
and  laid  the  nii/en  topsail  to  the  ni.fst  lor  her  to  coiue  up.  Soon 
after  the  action  began,  our  braces  being  sh(jt  away  we  fell  ot!"  be- 
fore the  wind.  They  su])posing  w*;  intended  boarding  them  which 
they  apiieaied  as  unprejjaretl  for  as  we  were  sprung  their  lufT  and 
got  to  windward  where  they  kept  the  remainder  oi  the  action, 
the  latter  })arl  of  it  safely  upon  our  starboard  (|uarter  which  we 
were  not  able  to  prevent  as  our  ship  was  out  of  command  from 
her  rigging  being  shot  away. 

The  only  knowledgi-  we  have  of  her  is  from  one  of  our  pris- 
oners who  was  on  decU  after  the  engagement  and  said  he  knew 
her  to  be  the  Williamson,  a  French  Indianjan,  taken  this  war  and 
cut  down,  that  she  mounted  2G  twelves  on  her  main  deck,  (1  sixes 
on  her  quarter  deck  and  4  on  iier  forecastle,  which  corresponds 
with  our  own  observations.  Though  we  Avere  cut  to  pieces  she 
has  nothing  to  boast  of  should  she  get  in — her  sides  were  dam- 
aged as  much  as  our  sails  and  rigginy,-  —  her  maintop  mast  was 
hanging  over  her  side  just  ready  to  go  as  well  as  her  mainmast  — 
her  sails  and  rigging-  were  not  ilamaged  so  much  as  ours  —  as  we 
tired  principally  nt  her  hull,  whence  we  conclude  we  did  niore 
execution  than  they,  though  they  did  enough.  Had  we  had  a 
sullici<'ncy  of  langrage  and  aimed  at  her  rigging  inst^^ad  of  her 
hull,  1  think  we  should  have  carried  her  —  our  wads  set  lier  net- 
tinge  on  fire  on  her  larboard  quarter,  which  chey  cleared  them- 
selves of  by  cutting  pait  of  their  nettings  away.  \Ve  saw  them 
heave  sundry  of  their  men  overboard  during  the  action.  Their 
wads  set  our  netting's  afire  on  our  starboard  bow  — our  main  and 
(juarter  deck  guns  expended  IJ.SS  rounds,  8(i  of  which  were  tired 
on  the  quarter  deck  ;  the  marines  tired  pistols  during  the  en- 
gagement exclusive  of  which  they  fired  near  1:*00  rounds. 

Upon  the  whole  there  has  not  been  a  more  close,  obstinate 
aiul  bloody  enir:igenient  since  the  war  I  hope  it  w<ni't  he  treason 
if  I  don't  except  even  Paul  Jones'-—  all  things  cc>nsidered  we  mny 
dispute  titles  with  him. 


55 

\\'li('n  Ik;  Rii^iij^cd  \\\(\  Snnqiis,  ;i  slii])  of  (miuhI  ioKW,  lu;  1i;m1 
a  pi'OKpcc't  <»f  aid  IVmii  ihe  Alliaiico  :iii(l  tlu;  r(rst  of  his  .s(|ii;iilioti 
—  wo  cii^^n^cd  witli  a  decided  siipoiioiity  Ji^uin-t  us  and  not  the 
least  idea  of  assislaiico. 

Our  trouhies  et-ased  not  with  the  enji^auenient,  the  m-xt  day, 
the  2nd  it  bhiw  a  lieav}'  oale  of  wind,  wliieh  soon  cariifMl  i.way 
our  main  and  mi/.t'H  inasfs  by  the  buai-d  -  tlie  fore;  topmast  fol- 
h)\V('(l  llicm,  and  had  it  not  Ijcen  for  llic  ^realcst  exertions  our 
foremast  must  have  Ljone  also,  it  hein^'  wounded  in  many  places, 
but  1»\  lishiii^'  and  jiropi^iuf^'  it  was  .saveih  In  tins  nituation  no 
person  would  envy  us  — tore  to  ))i(ccs  our  masts  <,'oni:--at  the 
nurcy  of  the  elements — the  erics  of  the  wouinled  —  our  decks 
hnnbcrcd  with  the  di  structiun  of  the  enemy  the  day  before  anil 
of  tlu;  slorni  then  ra;^in^' -- our  nun  beat  out  with  fatigue  —a 
hull —  a  prize  to  anything'  that,  should  haj)[)en  to  come  athwart 
us  of  force  -  a  beast  not  totally  l)er(d't  of  sympathy,  of  commf)ii 
Inmianity,  naist  have    sympathised  with  us   in  our  then   cou'lition. 

We  ri'niained  in  this  .situation  till  the  next  <biy,  the  iJrd,  our 
men  havin;^'  j^ot  a  little  over  tin;  fatigue  of  the  euga^fenieut  and 
the  duty  of  the  sliip  —  the  ^ale  abitinj^',  we  <^ot  up  jury  masts 
and  nuide  the  best  shift.  In  the  nij^ht  the  ^^ale  increased  a.^ain, 
ami  continued  from  that  time  till  we  ^ot  soundinys  on  (reori;e's 
Banks  in  45  fathoms  of  water  the  11th  instant.  We  got  into 
Nanttsket  the  11th,  the  day  follo\vin;_^  into  the  harbor. 

I  am  amazed  at  the  pliability,  the  easiness  and  the  forget- 
fulness  of  man,  tho'  I  add  one  to  the  numlier.  Notwithstanding" 
all  we  have  uone  through,  we  are  now  in  hi,L;li  ^lee  at  the  thought 
of  being  out  again  soon — we  are  tilting  (jut  with  the  utmost 
expedition.  The  {\)nfederacy  masts  not  being  iieed('d  by  her 
yet,  are  preparing  for  us  ;  our  rigging,  sails,  etc.,  are  lixing.  We 
have  opened  a  rendezvou.s  and  exi^ect  to  sail  with  the  Deaiie. 

My  l)rothers  v/ill  excuse  my  not  writing  tluiu  as  it  will  only 
be  a  lepetilion  of  what  I  have  already  wrote  and  I  am  not  l\iud 
of  telling,  much  less  writing  anything  twice.  My  love  to  them 
and  all  their  families  ami  connections.  The  l)lessiugs  of  those 
ready  to  perish  has  re.stcd  on  uic  for  sundry  nnitters  that  sister 
]\b)lly  ])nt  up  for  me,  whicli  I  now  transfer  to  her  with  my  owu 
love  and  thanks  in  addition. 

^fr  Starr's  and  Mr.  Bill's  effects  1  have  taken  an  account  o'' 
and  wish  to  have  some  directions    from  their   friends  respecting 


them.  Mr.  Law  lins  tlie  oliarge  of  Mr.  Clmpman's.  Aiiotli<;r  of 
our  men  died  of  his  wounds  the  day  we  <roi  in,  Peter  .MclMiemoii. 
Our  wounded  men  were  moved  lant  Friday  to  tlie  lios)>ital,  the 
."Munufactuiorers'  House,  e.\ce])t  Mr.  AdaniH  who  chose  to  renmiii 
on  board.  Thonuis  Dou^dass,  one  of  tlie  wounded,  has  a  wife  on 
the  (heat  Neck.  I  wrote  you  in  mine  of  the  l-ith  thi  t  all  our 
shrouds  were  carried  away.  We  liad  four  of  our  forward  shrouds 
on  the  .starboard  side  reniaiuiu^-  after  tlie  action.  Some  New 
London  papcr.s  would  be  very  acceptable 

Vours  c\:c., 

GiuncKT  Salton.st.vll, 
Ship  Trund)ull,  Boston  Harbor,  June  11),  ITSO. 

This  re])ort  of  Captain  Saltonstall  is  a  graphic  account  of 
the  fight  by  an  eye  witness,  and  the  three  different  n:irratives 
make  a  very  interesting  summary  of  one  of  the  most  noted  of 
our  Rovolutionary  naval  ei)isodes. 

The  Trumbull  was  refitted  in  Bo.ston,  and  Captain  Nicholson 
was  continued  in  command.  There  is  no  record  (jf  any  service 
performed  during  the  winter,  but  in  the  summer  of  1781,  she  left 
the  Delaware  with  a  crew  short  of  200  men,  as  convoy  to  twenty- 
eight  .sail  of  merchant  craft  bound  to  f'a[)e  Francois,  in  the  AVest 
ludies.  A  heavy  privateer  was  in  comi)any,  but  the  crew  of  the 
Trumbull  avus  not  on(^  to  inspire  confidence,  more  than  50  of  the 
numl>er  being  of  the  questionable  material  afforded  by  prisoners 
of  wai-.  The  events  that  followed,  are  graphically  summed  up  by 
Cooper,  in  his  History  of  the  Navy,  and  this  account  is  here  given. 

"Off"  the  capes,  the  T]und)ull  made  three  British  crui.strs 
astern.  Two  of  the  enemy's  cruisers,  one  of  which  was  a  frigate, 
stood  for  the  Trumbull,  which  ship,  by  hauling  up,  was  enabled 
to  gain  the  wind  of  them.  Night  was  near,  and  it  blew  heavily 
The  merehantnicn  began  to  diverge  from  tlie  course,  though,  by 
carrying  easy  sail,  the  Trumbull  was  enabled  to  keep  most  of 
them  ahead,  and  in  their  stations.  While  stan<liug  on  in  this 
manner,  hoping  everything  from  the  darkness,  a  squall  carried 
away  the  Trundjull's  loretop  mast,  which  in  hilling,  bnnight  down 
with  it  the  maintop  gallant  mast.  As  the  weather  Avas  thick  and 
s((ually.  the  vessels  in  company  of  the  Ti-miibull  took  advaMtnge 
of  the  obscurity  and  scattered,  each  making  the  best  of  her  way, 
according  to  her  particular  rate  of  sailing.     The  Trumbull  her>,Jlf 
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M'as  ciinipelled  to  boar  up,  id  (jr(l(n'  to  carry  tlu;  canvas  iiecossfiry 
to  escape,  but  with  the  wreck  over  lier  bowH,  and  a  crew  that  was 
not  (leticiciit  in  iiiinibcrs,  but  whi(;li  was  raw,  and  in  part  dis- 
alTcctod,  her  Hitiiation  became  in  the  last  (b'^ice  enibarrapsiiij''. 
Indeed,  lier  C()n<btinn  lias  been  (hsrribed  as  beinj^  ho  peculiarly 
distressing',  as  ahnost  to  t'orni  an  imtancte  of  its  own.  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  sonietiiiics  accompany  naval  warfar(!. 

About  10  o'clock  at  ni^dit,  th(i  British  fri;^ate  Iris,  32,  one  of 
the  vessels  in  chase,  closed  with  the  'Pruiubull,  wliich  ship,  on 
account  of  the  luiavincfH  of  the  weather,  had  not  been  able  to 
clear  the  wreck.  In  the  midst  of  rain  and  .squalls,  in  a  tein])es- 
tuotis  ni<,dit,  with  most  of  the  forward  hainper  of  the  ship  over 
her  Itows,  or  lyin^  on  the  forecastle,  with  on<'  of  the  arni.s  of  the 
fore  to]>sail  yard  run  through  her  foresail,  and  the  other  jammed 
on  deck,  and  with  a  disorganized  crew,  Captain  Nicholson  found 
himself  c()n)})elled  to  go  tcj  (juarters,  or  to  strike  without  resist- 
ance. He  preferred  the  tirst,  hut  the  English  volunteers  instead 
of  obeying  tho  order,  went  below,  extinguished  the  lights,  and 
secreted  themselves.  Near  half  of  the  renniinder  of  the  peoi)le 
imitati'd  this  example,  and  Captain  Nicholson  could  not  muster 
tifty  of  even  the  diminished  crew  he  had  at  the  guns.  The  battle 
that  followed  might  almost  be  said  to  have  lieen  fought  by  the 
otlicers.  These  brave  men,  sustained  by  a  party  of  the  petty 
olHcers  and  seamen,  managed  a  few  of  the  guns  for  more  than  an 
hour,  when  the  (ieneral  i\b)nl\,  l!S,  coming  u}),  and  joining  in  the 
tire  of  the  Iris,  the  Trumbull  submitted. 

In  this  singular  combat,  it  has  even  been  asserted  that  at  no 
time  were  forty  of  the  Trumbull's  p(!ople  at  their  quarters.  It 
was  probably  owing  to  this  that  her  loss  was  so  small,  for  the 
shi[)  herself  is  said  to  have  been  extensively  cut  up.  She  had  tivt- 
men  killed  and  elevtii  wounded.  Among  the  latter  were  two 
lieutenaids,  and  ]\Ir.  Alexander  ^lurray,  a  gentleman  of  ]\[ary- 
laud,  who  had  been  educated  to  the  seas,  and  had  been  in  the 
action  with  the  Watt,  but  who  was  then  serving  as  a  volunteer, 
and  who,  after  commanding  several  private  cruisers,  entered  the 
navy,  and  subsequently  died  at  the  head  of  the  service  in  l!S-Jl. 
Mr.  .Murray  was  particularly  distinguished  in  this  atTair,  and  the 
conduct    of    Cai)tain   Nicholson   mit    with   much    applause.     Th^^ 
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Tiis  HiifTcrcd    more  than  could  have  bc(;ii   i;\\>iH-t(n\  under   llij  n'r- 
cuiiiHtiinc-CH,  and  icpoited  seven  men  killed  and  \v<uHid(;<l." 

'J'lio  'rnnuhid!,  after  lier  capture,  whs  towed  to  New  York, 
and  I'ondenmcd.  Sluj  never  went  t<.  sea  a^ain,  hut  w.-is  Imnle.l 
into  the  dock  Jil  llutgers  slip,  and  cut  up  f(»r  tire  wo(jd.  Tliou;,dj 
unsuccessful  in  her  battles,  sluj  still  fou;^lit  two  of  the  most  fii- 
nious  li^dils  tliat  (ooI<  place  on  the  ocean  duriu;,'  tiie  excitin" 
3ears  of   the  ivevolutiun. 

Of  the  vessels  (hat  captured  the  Trnnd)ull,  the  Iris.  :\-2,  hud 
formerly  been  the  United  States  fri^nte  Hancock,  and  when  un.ler 
Captain  Manly,  had  been  captured  by  the  lleet  of  Sir  (ieor^e 
Collier,  consistiuf,'  of  the  llainbow,  44,  the  Flora,  :i-2,  and  the 
\'ictor,  K;.  In  company  with  the  Itichmond  fri^oite,  she  was 
afterwards  cai)tured  by  the  fleet  of  the  Count  de  (Jrasse.  'I"he 
Ceneral  Monk,  IS,  the  consort  of  the  Iris,  in  her  li^^dit  with  the 
Trumbull  had  been  an  American  i^rivateei-  from  Salem,  called  tlie 
(ieneral  AVashinyton,  and  she  was  soon  afteruaid  (ajitured  by 
the  Hyder  Ally,  IC),  Captain  Joshua  Harney,  in  an  action  said  to 
liave  l)een  the  most  biilliant  of  the  war,  the  JMonk  cai-rvin^-  Hi 
'^nnH  and  I;5Ci  men,  to  her  antagonists  IC  guns  and   110  men 

A     LIST    OF    TlIK     FlKSr    OFFICIIKS    AND    ClUIW     OF    THK    Tltl'MIIFLI.. 

Dudley  Saltonsstall,  commander  ;  Jonatiian  Maltby,  first  lieu- 
tenant ;  Daniel  Phipj)s,  second  lieutenant  ;  Jacob  White,  third 
lieutenant;  James  Morris,  master;  John  Ci-ocl<(u-,  surgeon; 
Josei)li  Cheilds,  boatswain  ;  Alexander  P.  Adams,  gunner  ;  John 
(JaylortL  carpenter  ;  Klisha  JJennel,  master's  mate;  Samuel  Kob- 
eits,  imistei's  mate-  ;  Arthur  riohertson,  midshi)jman  ;  'I'lionius 
Fitzgerald,  midshipman  ;  I'eter  ^Vhitney,  midshipman  ;  Jonathan 
Sabiu,  midshii)nnin  ;  Samuel  Stow,  midshipman. 

PKTTV    OFFlCFliS    AND    MFN. 

ll(J)ert  Halladay,  gunner's  mate  ;  Kobert  Saunders,  <piarter- 
master  ;  Noah  lirooks,  boatswain's  mate;  Samuel  Johnson,  car- 
penter's mate  ;  Thomas  Jones,  sailmaker  ;  liobeit  Saunders,  (juar- 
t<rmaster;  Robert  Upham,  cpiartermuster  ;  Abijah  Collins,  boat- 
swain's yeoman  ;  Silas  Sandford,  shi])'s  steward  ;  John  Brown, 
cook  ;  ]3outon  Knai)p,  carpenter's  gang  ;  Neliomiali  Stover,  car- 
penter's -ang  ;  Isaac  Knapp,  caulker  ;  Levy  Holmes,  caulker; 
James  Knapp,  seanuiu  ;  Jedediuh    Norton,  seamuu  ;  James  AViucl, 
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sertmaii  ;  Jiibin  Spevry,  sejuiiiiii  ;  IMiilo  Sperrv,  Hearnnn  ;  ^Fohcs 
Cook,  sciiiuiiu  ;  Williuin  West,  sofuniiii  ;  Jolni  Stiibhs,  Kcaniiiii ; 
Williiuii  'riinu;r,  seaiiuiu  ;  .Jnlm  \{[\<^'^\mh,  hcuiiijui  ;  Jolm  'rhonip- 
soii,  seiiiuaii  ;  Saimu'l  Tory,  soiiniJiii  ;  l{ol;(nt  Aitkiiis,  sciiniiiii ; 
Tlioiiiiis  .Idliiisoii,  seiiiimn  ;  Thomas  iJa/./il,  H<'aiiiaii  ;  Williuin  I'lit- 
itani,  seaman;  .John  liric<!,  seaman;  Thomas  Weiulivf-i',  .Ij-.,  nc-a- 
miin  ;  Jjevy  Hod^'o,  seaman  ;  Aaron  White,  scaujan  ;  Samuel  (Jol- 
lins,  seaman  ;  Ebencjzer  MiHer,  seaman  ;  VAntuv/.ev  Sage,  seaman; 
Nathan  (Jonhl,  seaman  ;  Etlniund  Hiiir,  seaman  ;  iSamuel  Aclams, 
seaman  ;  I'^her  Sperry,  seaman  ;  John  JeiVrey,  seaman  ;  Stephen 
Oliver,  seaman  ;  James  Jefferson,  landsman  ;  William  Baird 
Nicliolson,  landsman  ;  Truman  Loveland,  laudsjiian  ;  IJowjiro 
French,  landsman  ;  Ivlmund  Taylor,  landsman  ;  James  IJichard- 
sou,  laudsnnin  ;  Richard  Wear,  laudsnniu  ;  .loan  (.John?)  Km- 
mitt,  landsnnin  ;  Thomas  Clark,  landsman  ;  Jolm  Buiiiham,  lands- 
man ;  Henry  Pecl<,  landsman  ;  Elisha  White,  landsman  ;  Samuel 
Wise,  landsman  ;  .louathan  Setchcll,  landsnjan  ;  Thomas  Scott, 
landsman;  (reor<;e  Stow,  landsman;  .Joseph  ]\filler,  landsniau; 
.Joseph  Scott,  landsman  ;  .Joseph  I'eck,  landsman  ;  Justus  Starr, 
landsman  ;  William  (loodrich,  landsman  ;  Samuel  Deniham,  lands- 
man ;  Nathaniel  Warren,  lamlsman  ;  Jomithan  Smith,  landsman; 
I'^iisha  Forhes,  landsman  ;  Christian  Hanson,  landsnnin  ;  William 
Fresher,  landsnnin  ;  llo^'er  Robins,  landsman  ;  Samuel  Davis, 
landsman;  .lohn  (liles,  landsman ;  ]\Iitchel  Kin^^inan,  haulsmau; 
'J'homas  Oliver,  landsman  ;  William  'J'aylor,  landsnnin  ;  William 
^V('I)1),  lamlsman  ;  Asael  Bush,  landsman  ;  Daniel  Peterson,  lands- 
man ;  .losiah  Wood,  landsman  ;  Samuel  Caverla,  tailor  ;  Fromer 
liad^er,  barber;  lOdward  I'rentis,  boy;  Michael  Creamei",  boy; 
.Joseph  ^ferrils,  boy  ;  David  ^liller,  boy  ;  Stej)hen  Eglestone,  boy; 
Bennett  l']}^destone,  boy  ;  .lohn  House,  boy;  Jiichard  (iotV,  boy; 
.John  Dog'gett,  boy  ; Brittian,  boy. 

In  a  list  of  men  published  as  shipped  by  ]>eniamin  Catliu, 
several  of  the  names  given  in  the  "preceding  list  are  spelled  dilYer- 
ently.  This  list  has  the  folloAving  names,  .Joseph  Peck,  Ro<,'er 
Robbins,  .lohn  Giles,  jMitchell  Kingman,  Samuel  I^avis,  Thomas 
Clark,  William  \\'(!bb,  .lohn  Amniut,  J^ichard  Wear,  Asael  Bush 
and  .lames  Richardson.  It  will  l)e  seen  that  an  a<lditional  letter 
ap])ears  in  the  names  of  Kolibins  and  Kingman,  and  .Joan  Em- 
Uiitt  becomes  John   Ammut. 


r.rsT    OF    MI.S    SHII'I'KI)    IN    <()NNK(   riciT    KOIC    .SIX    MONIJl^    loK    I  |f|.   j  itf'M- 
mtr.L.       Ni>   liVTIX<i    (;iVfcX. 

James  ITolt,  l*elur  liolt,  Williitm  Fa^'ari,  Samuel  ('(»l!aicl, 
.Sumiicl  l*iu(;l(»i'.  IClias  Kobltiiis,  .lolm  Coif;,  |{.)l)cit  l'>.il»c<)(k,  .liiincs 
Pallia  r,  Natliaii  IJiaiul,  J)aiiit'l  Palmer,  Peter  Pefr;i>i,  M<»s(!«  Pul- 
mer,  l']lilni  IJalx-ocIc,  Asa  Lewis,  .lolm  ('liestor,  Pole<^  'Jokeii,  l'.(|- 
ward  Derricli,  Kiclianl  Slater,  Latieus  (iavitt,  Tliomas  (look,  Ward 
Biilkekiv,  Daniel  Wheeler,  David  McKeiisey,  William  lJ(uiiett, 
.J<iliii  Perry,  IJoduel  Ihise,  Piol»ert  W  \Vel.l.er,  Oliver  Jin.dley, 
Tiiiis  ])utton,  iJeor^'-e  Leonard,  ^ViIliam  Jiidwell,  Dixon  Kwing. 


NoTKS  TO  ACeOL'NT  OF  THK  TltU.MlU-LL 

(  1.  )     Mr.  Stair,  Mr.  ISiU  und  Mr.  (Jhapinau  wi  rcj  from  Nr»v  I,i.ii<loii. 

(  2.  )     Tlie  Wiitt  was  wrocked  iii  Suiitiiiilji  r,  17hi).      T«o  a  •counts  uf  the  atliiir  toWow: 

•'  Xkw  LoNnoN,  Ski't.  'JJ,  17S0.— Tim  ship  Watts,  m)iiit,'  from  New  Vork  to  Nfwport,  i>triii'k 
CD  Slinjiwamonuk  vei'f,  jiiul  sunk.  Twenty-live  laen  were  ilrowiiei],  :unou^  tlu  ni  In  iu^  her 
t'aptain  and  Liiuteuaiit." 

■'  Nfw  YoliK,  .SlilT.  20,  17H0.— Last  Wednesday,  ship  Watt,  Ktter-of-niannie.  belon^'ili;:  to 
Liverpool,  struck  on  the  Half  Moou  shoal.  Montauk  Point,  and  iu  two  hours  sunk.  Captain 
Coullhavt  and  'JO  of  his  men  were  drowmd." 


IT. 


THE  CONFEDERACY. 

The  'Mj  ji;un  ship  assigned  to  Ctjiinecticiit  })\  the  Contiuental 
Oonptress,  to  be  built  under  the  supervision  of  the  State  iiuthorities, 
wasl)uilt  at  Brewster  Neck,  the  north  part  i)f  l^ocjuet  uinock  river, 
the  nnister  Imilder  beiui^'  ^[l■.  Jedidiaii  Willett,  of  Xorwich,  Mtijor 
■loshua  Ifuntiiii^toii  liavinj^  charge  of  her  construction.  'I'liis  is 
the  jKuticular  account  given  in  notes  of  the  time,  the  genertd  ac- 
count saying  that  she  was  liiiilt  on  the  Thames,  below  Xorwich, 
and  launched  in  177S. 

The  partlculiirs  of  her  building  are  not  given,  but  in  ^lay, 
1777,  the  (Jeueral  Assembly  gave  ]\Iajor  Huntington  leave  t<^  cut 
lo(;ust  timber  for  the  trunnels  of  the  ship  from  the  farm  in  New 
liomlon,  late    the  property  of  Captain    Oliver,  deceased,  and    now 
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owned  l)y  ]Mr.  Olivci-,  of  Bonton,  oi-  by  Dr.  Mott'att,  botli  witli  the 
(jutMiiy.  Her  \niv\  was  oiucn-d  to  Ix;  cut  Ironi  timboi'  on  tlie  coii- 
lisfiitiMl  farm  in  .S;i1cmii,  ('ouneclicnt,  owned  hy  William  iJrowrx;,  (^f 
SaU'm,  Mass. 

She  was  launclicd  in  XuvcmlK-i-,  IT7S,  and  sailed  frijiii  Xcw 
Ijondoii,  May  1,  1771),  mulfcr  the  commanil  ni  Captain  Set li  Hardin;^ 
formerly  of  the  State,  hut  then    of  the    re;^idar  ('ontinental  navy. 

in  October,  177'.*.  she  sailed  from  riiihulelithia,  Ixnind  for 
Euro])e,  havinj^'  on  l)oard  thi;  l'"ren(;h  minister,  Mon.  ( J^iai'd.  and 
the  lion.  John  Jay,  the  United  States  minister  to  Spain. 

Here  there  are  two  accounts,  one  by  J.  liaymoml,  whieli  savs 
that  uhen  on  the  banks  (.f  New  l-'oundland,  tjlie  rolU;d  <jver  uiul 
lost  her  masts,  by  which  accident,  Daniel  ]\IcIntosh,  of  New  Lon- 
don, was  killed.  That  after  the  disaster,  jnry  n)asts  were  ri^'j^ed, 
and  under  these  she  iTiiised  two  mnut  lis,  outsailing' of  hei"  ships, 
and  maile  a  toleral)l<^  voya^^c. 

Cooper  .'-ays  that  slie  was  dismasted  to  the  east  of  ]>ermud;i. 
that  the  accident  was  peculiar,  spar  foUowinff  spar,  until  the  ship 
lay  like  a  lo^-  in  the  water,  with  even  her  bowspiit  {.^one.  The 
disaster  was  the  result,  doubtless,  of  a  sudden  slacking,'  up  of  the 
ri^'i^in;^",  which  had  been  set  up  in  the  colder  weather  of  the  coast, 
caused  by  the  (  hauj^e  in  tension  conseipunt  on  running  into  a 
warmer  latitude. 

To  contiiuie  ('oo})er's  narrative,  the  Confederacy,  after  sev- 
eral anxious  wetdis,  y;ol  into  Martini([ue. 

Her  ai  rival  there  is  chronicled  m  the  ]Martinico  Gazette  for 
Decend)er  It),  177!),  in  the  following  notice  : 

"The  Continental  friiiate  Confederacy.  4(1  guns,  Ca])tain 
Harding,  caine  into  our  road. — She  left  Philadeli)hia  Octobt^r  '21, 
d(!stined  for  Franco,  met  with  a  gale  of  wind  on  the  banks  of 
New  Foundlaud,  lost  her  masts,  had  six  feet  of  water  in  the  hold, 
and  arrive(l  in  the  midst  of  perils.  The  Count  de  (u-rard  late 
minister  tVoni  the  Court  of  France  to  the  United  States,  and  his 
Ivxcelh'ncy,  John  Jay,  wdio  '^oen  to  represent  the  States  at  the 
Court  of  Madrid  weie  on  board  They  sailed  from  jMartinico  for 
France,  Novend^er  2<Sth,  in  the  French  frigate  L'Anrore."' 

From  the  tune  of  her  reaching  Maitiniipie,  the  Oonfcderac^' 
was  employed  in  keeping  open  the  communications  ])etween  the 
United  States,  and  the  ports  from  which  tin;  supplies  so  needed 
by  the  army,  were  obtained.     This  avus  the  duty  employing  many 
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of  tlio  lar^'e  vosscls  left  lo  tlu;  ii:ivy,  in  I'uc^t,  (ill  of  ilicm.  lOvt-n 
the,  <Uity  of  coiivo}  iu<,'  w.-i.s  houc  tiirxis  varied  by  tlie  traiisiioi  tiifion 
of  8iu-li  BtoroH  as  tlu-rc,  wfiH  an  immediate  demand  for. 

Slie  went  to  Cape  FrancoJH  early  in  ITHl.and  while  on  her 
return,  June  'J'ind,  nlie  was  eliased,  tlie  (Mu-my,  a  ]ar;.e  ship,  hii.  - 
(•eedin<^  in  ^M;ttinf^  ulon^'Hidt;.  Captain  Harding'  ha<l  called  liiH 
crew  to  (piarters,  and  was  ready  to  open  tire,  when  the  British  Hhip 
ran  out  a  lower  tier  of  ^iins,  and  seein;,'  that  resistance  was  use- 
less, he  striicU.  Not  only  was  the  Confederacy  hampered  liy  u 
car^o  of  clothi)!^-  and  miscellaneous  supplies  for  the  aimy,  but  the 
liritish  74  had  a  fri^'ate  in  <-omi):iiiy,  which  was  lapidly  clonin;,' 
when  the  American  ship  surrendered.  A  ccjnllict  wouhl  have 
caused  uu  unnecessary  loss  of  life,  and  the  jiatriotism  and  cour- 
age of  the  American  cai)tain,  and  the  valor  of  the  American  hch- 
men,  was  too  well  established  to  need  tliis. 

In  regard  to  the  armament  of  the  Coiifederacy,  it  is  varicMi.sly 
stated  nt  '^^2,  'M\  and  40  guns.  Tlu;  British  account  of  hei-  cap- 
ture says  she  then  mounted  2S  twelve  and  8  six  pounders,  oi)  guns. 
She  was  named  the  Confederate,  take)i  into  the  English  naval  si-r- 
vice,  and  sailed  immediately  after  lier  capture  as  convoy  for  a  fleet 
of  transports  bound  home.  Among  the  ])eople  under  her  Ciirc, 
were  the  crews  of  two  New  Londim  privateers,  prisoners,  .\fter 
reacliing  England,  nothing  more  is  known  of  her  hi.-^tory. 

There  are  two  lists  of  crews  of  the  t!onfederaey,  both  iiaviug 
many  Connecticut  names, 'and  for  tluit  reason  they  are  each  given 
entire: 


Soth  Harding,  captain;  Simon  (Joss,  lirst  lieutenant;  Thomas 
V^anghan,  second  lieutcuiant;  Ste})hen  (Iregory,  thud  lieutenant; 
John  Tanner,  master;  James  Hayes,  boatswain;  l']benezer  Stiner, 
carpeider. 

I'ETTY    OFllCKUS    AND     AIE\. 

I'^dward  Adams,  John  Ames,  Simeon  Ashbro.  Gnrdon  Bill, 
AV'illiam  Beclcwuth,  Thomas  Bates,  William  Bell,  Benjamin  Bebee. 
tJidcou  Bebee,  Jacob  Brown,  Eluathan  15ordau,  William  Bury,  Jo- 
seph IJalccr,  James  Brown,  Thomas  r>ats,  Bufus  Ballard,  Charles 
Brooks,  Widter  ]3eebe,  Frederick  Calkins,  Frederick  Curtis,  Fran- 
cis (,'larrage,  Levy  Culver,  Stephen  Campen,  John  Cortuey,  S:)nuiel 
Curtis,  Dennis   Cerriclc,  James  Companon,  Jehiel   (Vnnstock,  Seth 


CM 

Caviuly,    Curtis    ( 'Icv.lainl,    Alplu-.iH    ( 'ImpiHll,    Silas    ('Ir-vfelund, 
Thonius    (.'raiidiill,  -Jorenii.ili    Conn,!!,    Kdw.ml   ( 'h.-volaiid,    Samuel 
Dcmiis.  .Ii;sso  ])aiiiolK,  Klijali  Davisli,  J:.sopli    Dailiii.^,  Stcpljen  Da- 
vis, .lum.-H    ]-;i<lciK-iii,   I' ivdciick     Kl.U-rkiii,  licnj:,!,^,"^,,!!,.,-,  Klisha 
Fulier,  Hobcit  Frazcr,  'riionias  Fuidahaii.  Josliiia  J-'ox,  'riiJ(>),l,i|„.s 
Fit(li,.ln|in  Fv.ty/.vA;  Wiiliaiu  Fisli,  iJulu-it  Kowh-r,  WiUiaia  Fa.-.-c 
J(»liii(iardiii(T,  Clirisloplicr  (iiles.JoIiu  (lorlalc,  .i(diii  (iiilliiij,r,  Na- 
than   flimna.i,  IMiiiu-as  Hydf,  Kl.enc/cr    1 1  vdc,  'ri„„nah  Ilainptuu, 
Tuitk-  Hunter,  .I<.lin   llalc.v.  Jolm  Hasritun, -/.W,n    i  Icalov,  Thomas 
Hohnan,  .Sanuu-1  Huutin-ton,  Thomas  I  l.iidrv.  Jesse  Icaisky.  John 
.liicol)s,  Silas  Jacobs,  Ic]iab<.(l  Jolinsi.n,  J(;hn  Kcis,  Am.^s  Laiham, 
Pettu-     LanosbT,    ,b.lui     Unvienc-o,     llcicekiah     Latlirup,     Joseph 
l.ankctt,    William    ."\larsli,    J)avia    .Mackintosli,    Jr.,    Lewis    .Mory 
William    Mackey,  Cliarhs  .^liller,  James    -McM  ullen,  Tliumas    M,n'. 
tin,  Jose]. h  ;\lil!<'r.  Jolm  :\rooney,  Joiin  MeSmith,  William  I^lenx-tt 
Daniel  .Meravthy,  Harry  Ne-ro,  Kllsha  Nichols,  Jonathan  Osborn,' 
Willnim  J'rolley,  William  i'etley,  Deter  Dollon,  Kichard  Dease,  Jr..' 
.Ici-as  D-ee,  Jedediali    l'..sl,  (Joms  Deters,  Morris  Drestouhau,'  Kd- 
ward  Waterman  Diince,  Kirtuno  (^uoeoto,  Dyram   JJil)ley,  .Michael 
Kyan,    Flx^iie/.er    D..th,    John    Uyan,    (ieor-e    Dunold,    Denjamin 
Dj.-liards,  ^Villiam    Doss,  Jedediali    Diehard,  Oliver  Roarers,  John 
iiabey,  Jonathan    Doath,  Samuel  Roberts,  Jeremiah  Robins'.  Johu 
Rohertson,  James    Storer,   Ahel    Spicer,  Charles    Squires,   .Nathan 
Si.ieer,  Joseph    Sniith,  1st,  Joseph    Smith,  I'nd,  John    Smith.  Xa- 
Ihaniel    Swan,  Jesse   Sip,  Kbeue/.er    Storer,    Amasa  Simons,  Jt)na- 
than  Simons,  William  Stone,  David  Samson,  Johu  Sauders,  Thomas 
Sillivan,  James  Sandliujr,  John   Silsl)y,  John   Sydleham,  Sr  ,  John 
Sydleham,  Jr.,  (Ijdeon   St.  John,  John  Tril.by.  Daniel  Tweed,  Solo- 
mon Tracy,  David  Tuthill,  Kbenezer  Touner.  Joseph  Tults,  Daniel 
Diu-hus,  Jedediah  Wil  ianiK,  Geor<j^e  AVortliylak(^  Kbenezer  Wade, 
Deleck  Willcocks.  Joseph  Willcocks,  Nathaniel  Willey. 

Hi  the  other  list,  but  three  of  the  names  yiveu  in  the  above 
a])peai-,  ,so  that  it  seems  the  Conlederacy  had  two  crews.  The 
■second,  or  j.erhaps  it  might  better  be  called  the  lirst  list,  is  as 
liillows: 

OFI'lCKItS. 


John  W  heatly,  lieutenant;  Jacob  De  Wilt,  buutenanl ;  Charles 
Daunin':;,  eiisiL;n. 
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I'ETTV    OITICKKS    AM>    MtN. 

Ser^feaut,  Jonatluin  Priile  ;  Steplifin  Avery,  Simeon  Avcrv, 
ZiunhouH  Aniistroiif^-,  Htniry  Abel,  Tlu-opliilns  Ab(-1,  Klijis  Jiiew- 
Hivr,  Klijnli  IJciitley,  Joliu  IJislioj.,  Xjitliuiiiol  liilliii;:s,  JV-iiJaiuiii 
IJilhii^'H,  IJoiijaiiiiii  liiooks,  Luther  Jiuniey,  Kiiocli  ]Jaker,  iieixjiii 
Coiulell,  Cyprian  Cook,  Uriah  C(»n)iii<,',  John  Cary,  Hichmon 
('randall,  F.lijah  Calkins,  AVilliani  Davis,  John  \)ii\\<,  John  H. 
Diirkee.  Koj^er  Kd^^ecoinb,  Joscpli  H.  K(l;<erton,  K.'isha  Kitch, 
Josei)h  (loveton,  JoHcph  (hiniii,  John  Gardiner,  Jolm  Gleeson, 
Joseph  (liLinjlet,  Jolm  Hill,  Joshua  Hide,  Klislia  Hide,  Levi  Hib- 
bard,  Elisha  Huntley,  'J'liomas  JIutchins,  Frederick  Huntington, 
Azariah  Huntington,  Andrew  H  ludingtoii,  John  Hull,  Jacob 
Hartshorn,  Zeplianiah  Hutch,  Samuel  Ku/.ar,  Mnorh  Kinj^sley, 
Jacob  Kingshury,  Holonion  Lathrop,  Jedediah  r,athroj),  Jaujes 
Lathrop,  Oliver  Lathro]),  Thomj.s  Leach,  Abr:dnuM  Law,  Daniel 
Ladd,  Daniel  Lester,  Thomas  ^lalcolm,  Joshua  ]\bi]des,  James 
Norman,  Frederick  Nilcs,  James  Otis,  J)aniel  Pruk',  Elisha  Pride, 
George  I'ople,  John  Peterson,  John  Peck,  Jedediah  Post,  Asa 
Palmer,  Moses  I'orter,  Nathan  Parks,  Richard  Penhalhnv,  Cyrus 
Quocheat,  David  Reed,  Amos  Reed,  Asa  Heed,  Thounis  Kice 
Uriah  Rogers,  John  llichardson,  John  lU-ynolds,  Relcher  Stark- 
weather, Amos  Smith,  Irijah  Sanger,  David  Tickncn-,  Daniel  Tracv, 
(iustavus  Wallbridge,  Sylvanus  AVells,  William  Watrus,  Jedediah 
Williams,  Simeon  Williams,  Solomon  AVilliams,  Williaiii  Wheeler, 
Charles  Woodworth,  Joseph  Waldo,  Josliua   Yeoiuiius. 

Of  this  list,  John  Gardiner,  Jedediah  Post  and  Jedediah 
Williams  appear  in  that  tirst  given.  Other  notes  show  that  seven 
of  the  men  died  in  service,  their  names  being  Henry  Ahle,  Jacob 
Hartshorn,  J)aniel  Pride,  David  Ticknor,  Jolin  Cary,  Benjamin 
Jiillings  and  Cyrus  Quocheat.  lught  names  are  recorded  as  dis- 
charged before  the  sliip  sailed.  They  are  Nathaniel  Rillingf,, 
Frederick  Niles,  Samuel  Kuzar,  Josepjj  Wabh),  Klisha  Fitch, 
Andrew  Huntington,  Cyprian  Cook  and  Elijah  Calkins. 


Of) 


BRIEF    BIOGRAPHIES 
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CONNECTICUT  REVOLUTIONARY   NAVAL 

AND 

PRIVATEER    OFFICERS. 


DUDLEY  SALTONSTALL. 

Dudley  Saltonstiill  was  born  in  New  London,  September  8, 
1788.  He  was  grandson  of  Governor  Gurdon  Saltonstall,  and 
early  l)ecanie  a  sailor,  ]iavin<^  cliarj^^e  of  vessels  jirevioiis  to  the 
last  French  Colonial  war.  Duriu.ij;-  that  strngyle,  April  ITtli,  lU'rl, 
he  was  commissioned  to  command  the  letter-of-manpie  brijrantine 
Britannia,  to  cruise  against  the  enemies  of  Knojand.  Records  (jf 
voyages  to  the  West  Indies  and  to  I'Airope  exist,  and  the  Revolu- 
tion found  liim  ready  for  active  naval  service.  He  was  the  senior 
captain  in  the  first  Continental  naval  list,  Ezek  Hopkins  being 
coujinissioned  coniinauder-in-chief,  and  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  Alfred,  the  liag  ship  of  the  fleet.  This  was  in  Decem- 
ber, 1775.  The  Alfred  was  a  21  guu  ship,  and  in  command  of 
h'^r,  Captain  Saltonstall  took  part  in  the  expedition  which  re- 
sulted in  the  capture  of  New  Providence.  The  exjjeditiou  did 
not  result  as  favorably  as  Congress  had  expected,  and  as  a  result, 
Commodore  Hopkins  was  dismissed,  and  a  new  arrangement  of 
the  navy  made,  in  which  Captain  Saltonstall  appears  as  fourth  on 
the  list.  Congress  having  ordered  the  construction  of  several 
frigates,  two  were  assigned  to  Connecticut,  and  Captain  Salton- 
stall was  appointed  to  the  Trumbull.  This  vessel  did  not  get  to 
sea  till  April,  17(S(),  owing  to  the  delay  occasioned  in  crossing 
the  Bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river,  and  before  that 
Captain    Saltonstall   had    been  commissioned    to    the   Warren,  a 
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liii'^'cr  .sl)i]),  ami  jilaccd  in  (•(.iiiiiiiiii(|  o['  tlu;  \\c(A  '^■.ii\\fvii\  U>  n<-( 
aiiiiiiist  (lie  liriiish  posts  on  tlu-  I'ciioliscot  livoi-.  'J'liis,  o\\iii«(  ♦(» 
tlic  wido  ])iil)licit3'  t^'ivoii  in  flic  iiapffrs  concciiiiiij,' its  force,  «l<-s- 
tiiiation,  and  tlui  lik(>,  was  iiiisiicccssfnl,  Sir  (Icoi'^'c  Collier  Ikmii- 
iiiiii<^-  it  in  the  river  with  a  sui)enoi-  iW-et.  Tlie  state  of  Masha- 
chusetts,  whicli  fuiiiislied  tli(;  land  lorccs,  sou-lit  t(;  make  tin 
ollicei-s  of  tlie  Continental  naval  loice  liable  for  tlie  failure  of  (he 
expedition,  and  ( 'oniniodoi  e  JSaltonstall  was  dismissed,  ('on<,'res!> 
loll()\vin<^- its  usual  pi-ecedent  in  such  cases  'I'lie  act  was  an  in- 
jusliee,  for  the  action  of  ('oniinodori*  Saltonstall  lackeil  n(nliin;,' 
in  spiiit  or  endeavor.  He  mi^dit  have  be<;n  liahh;  to  censure  ;  he 
was  not  ;it  fault  because  Jiis  force  \\  as  inudeiiuate  ;  he  did  not  de- 
ser\e  tlis;4-race.  IJut  he  was  superior  to  his  eiien.ies  in  jtublic 
s[)iiit,  for  lie  did  Jiot  let  the  matter  keep  him  from  entering'  hear- 
tily into  the  privateerini;-  entei-^jrise  then  so  common,  and  in  a 
little  time,  was  in  conumind  of  the  brii;-  .Minerva,  lu  this  vc^^^el 
lu'  ca[)tured  the  ship  Hannah,  and  several  other  prizes,  ami  all 
throu;.^li  the  war  manifested  a  })atriutism  that  was  stiikin-  and 
commendable.  After  the  war,  he  en^^aged  in  mercantile  ailven- 
tures,  and  while  in  the  West  Indie-;,  [)ro.-,erulinj^'-  tlje.se,  tlied  there 
in  171)0. 

ELISHA  HINMAN. 

l^li^ha  Hinman,  accordinu,'  to  one  rep'rt,  was  born  in  South- 
bury,  Conn.,  and  accordiiiL;'  to  another,  in  Sloniiij^toii.  The  date 
was  ^fareli  '.),  17;{1.  He  went  t  )  sea  when  14,  and  made  voyages 
to  luirope  and  the  AN'est  Indies,  then  tlu-  only  marls  open  to  the 
Colonists.  On  the  breakini;'  out  of  the  lievolution,  ami  the  lor- 
malion  of  the  Jirst  naval  force,  he  became  an  ollicer  therein, 
tliou^jh  in  what  capacity,  is  uncerlain.  One  account  says  that  he 
commanded  the  Cabot  in  the  New  Providence  expedition  and  that 
in  the  en;^a,u,('ment  with  the  Glasgow,  lu-  was  wounded  ;  but 
Cooper,  in  his  history,  j.^"ives  tlu'  command  of  the  Cabot  in  that 
expedition  to  Captain  -John  13.  Hopkins.  'Thai  llinmau  com- 
niiinded  the  Cabot  nt  one  time,  is  evident,  but  the  date  may  have 
been  later.  He  afterward  had  charge  of  the  Providence,  12.  and 
the  Alfred,  152,  both  Continental  vessels.  In  the  new  arran^^'e- 
ment  of  the  naval  list,  llinmau  was  number  20  of  the  caj'tains. 
There  is  no  record  of  his  service  save  in  the  Alfred,  in  *.Thicb 
ship,  in  company   with   the    Kaleiyh,  he  went   to  Europe   for  luili- 
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tiil'y  H(<»rc'S,  wliicli  weic  olitaimd  ut  lj'<  )i  ii.nt.  'J'lif-y  sfiilod  foV 
lioine  ill  .Maicl),  1T7S,  uiid  were  cliaHcd  by  flu;  liritisli  hIiJjjh  ( 'frt-H 
ami  Aiiadiic,  wliitli  siiccLrilcd  in  ^citui<r  :i\i)U<!H'u\ti  of  the  Alfred. 
wiiilcthc  italc'ixl'  was  at  a  <listaiiro.  Captain  1  linniaii  excLan^'cul 
several  liroadsides  with  the  enemy,  hut  sccin.'-  that  resisfauce  was 
usel*>s,  struck.  I!(;  was  carrieil  to  l''ii^I;iiid,  Ijut  Huecee<led  in 
esi'a])iii;^- to  I'^rancc,  and  I'roni  that  country,  ret urne<l  to  America. 
Here;  a  couit  )iiartial  exoncridcd  him  fmrn  hhame  for  tlie  hj^s  of 
tlie  A  llVcd,  and  no  govenini(  nt  vessel  heinf,'-  ready  for  him,  he 
took  cliaruc  of  several  jiriviite  aiine<l  cralt,  tlie  ship  J)e:in,  liO,  and 
tlie  bri^-  INlartpiise  De  T^a  Fayette,  I  <!,  hein;^'  iuiiow,;;  them.  'Ijje 
last  named  was  proh  ihly  the  privateer  latest  in  commission  of  all 
the  American  cruisers.  A\'hen  the  new  navy  of  IT'.M  was  fi<rmed. 
Captain  llinnnin  was  olVered  a  commission  and  the  command  of 
the  Constitution,  hut  declined  on  accouid  of  a^e.  Hi-  held  .some 
civil  aiipoinlments  under  th('  ;^ii\  ernmeiit,  and  dit'ch  hy  one  a(*- 
count  m  >Stoni)iuton,  liy  another,  in  New  Lnndon,  Au;,'ust  JDth, 
l.SOT. 

SETFi   HARDING. 

Seth  Hardin;^",  frum  all  accounts  that  can  be  ^'athcrod,  was  a 
native  of  Norwich,  but  even  the  careful  historian  uf  that  place, 
.Miss  France>  Afanwarin^-  CaulKins,  fails  to  ;4ive  any  infoinnttioii 
conceriiin;^'  him.  He  was  in  command  of  ju'ivateers  before  the 
state  conniiis>ioned  him  a  ca2)tain,  givinj.;'  him  the  bri_£r  Defence. 
In  this  vessel  he  had  a  most  notabhi  encouiiier  witli  twt)  armcil 
tians|)orls.  'I'he  iJcifence,  whose  armament  was  14  guns,  hjft 
I'lymoulli,  ;\luss.,  .lune  17th,  and  on  gel  ting  out  into  the  bay, 
heard  cannonading  in  the  distance.  Making  all  sail,  she  fell  in, 
about  dusk,  with  some  American  scdiooners,  which  had  been  en- 
gaged in  a  running  tight  wiih  two  trans[)orts,  whose  force  had 
proved  too  heavy  for  the  light  vessels.  The  British  ships,  after  the 
en<Miunter,  had  run  into  Naniasket  l\oads  and  anchored,  and  after 
consultation  with  the  couimander.s  of  the  schooners,  Ca])taiu 
Harding  ran  in  l)etween  the  transi)orts  and  anchored,  being  but 
jiistol  shot  away.  He  then  hailed,  ordering  the  ships  to  sur- 
render, and  received  a  broad.side  in  reply.  A  lively  ct>nllict 
ensued,  which  continued  for  an  hour,  when  the  British  shijis 
struck.  The  Defeiue  had  nine  men  wounded,  and  tlu;  truiisportis 
lost  18  killed,  besides  nniny  wouudid,  the  prisoners  amouutihg  to 
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more  tliau  200  of  the  finest  troo])8  Hent  to  the  country.  The  next 
morning,  with  tlio  Bcliooner.s  still  in  company,  the  Defence  cap- 
tured  another  transport,  with  lUOmore  m(;n  of  tlie  same  re<,'inuMit. 
Cai)tain  Harding  was  next  ordered  to  the  sliip  Olivei-  f'romwell, 
iu  which  he  made  some  valuable  prizes.  He  then  entere<l  the 
Continental  service  as  captain  of  the  frij^-ate  (Jonfederacy,  whie^h 
he  h)st  to  the  enemy.  Coo])er  mentions  that  lie  was  in  command 
of  the  state  brig  Tyraunacide,  J  4,  but  he  does  not  sav  to  which 
state  she  belonged,  or  give  any  items  c^f  service.  After  his  cap- 
ture in  tlie  t.^Jiifederacy,  therts  is  no  mention  of  Caj)tain  Jfarding, 
though  he  was  undoubtedly  a  brave,  capable  and  enterprising 
ofhcer. 

TIMOTHY   PARKER. 

Timothy  I 'ark (U- was  born  on  Cape  Cod,  ]\Iass.,  about  17:^<'., 
and  early  moved  to  Norwich,  (.'onn.,  where  he  Ix-came  a  sailor, 
making  voyages  to  the  West  Indies.  He  was  a  successful  com- 
mander, and  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  found  him  in  this 
calling.  He  remained  in  the  merchant  service  after  the  beginning 
of  hostilities,  and  iu  177(),  when  returning  from  a  voyage  to  the 
West  Indies,  he  was  captured  and  carrietl  to  New  York.  Here  he 
sulTered  the  hardships  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  those  who  became 
prisoners,  and  for  a  long  time  He  was  finally  released,  and  in 
.Seiiteuiber,  1777,  Avas  commissioned  as  lieutenant  on  the  Oliver 
Cromwell,  the  largest  of  the  state  cruisers  of  Connecticut.  On 
the  promotion  of  Captain  Harding  to  the  Continental  navy,  Cap- 
tain Parker  was  given  command  of  the  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  iu 
her  made  several  succes.sful  cruises,  lighting  a  severe  battle  with 
the  Admiral  Keppel  and  Cygnus,  the  Defence,  another  Connecti- 
cut state  cruisei',  being  in  company.  The  British  ships  were  cap- 
tured, and  several  other  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy  fell  as  prizes 
to  the  skill,  enterprise  and  seamanship  of  ("aptain  Parker.  In 
June,  17  78,  the  Oliver  Cromwell  met  the  British  f)-igate  Daphne, 
and  Avas  obliged  to  surrender  to  superior  force.  The  action 
reflected  great  credit  on  Captain  Parker.  He  was  again  coutined 
on  one  of  the  British  prison  ships,  and  there  are  tw^o  accounts  of 
his  release.  On(!  says  that  he  escaped  by  way  of  Long  Islnnd, 
and  thus  reached  his  home  in  Norwich;  but  the  other  account 
says  that  Captain    Parker  and    forty  others    of  the  crew  of  the 
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Oliver  ('lomwoll  were  sent  in,  in  a  iUv^  of  trace  (■Krhuw^e,  Aufrust 
'2'i,  177H.  Cai>tiiin  I'iukcr  wuh  Inter  in  coniinarKl  of  priviitet-ip, 
the  last  with  whicli  his  name  is  associated  ljein<^  tlie  Scourgis,  a 
^  2()-'j,uu  sliip.  After  th(;  war  lie  resunicMl  service  in  the  merchant 
f  marine,  and  died  i\Iay  27,  17i>7  lie  was  a  biave  man,  a  H|iirited 
\^  and  enterprisinpf  seaman,  a  thorouj^di  patriot,  and  a  good  citizen 
His  memory  is  an  honor  to  his  adopted  state. 


WILLIAM   COIT. 

"William  Coit  was  horn  in  New  London  Xovember  2i'«,  1742. 
lie  was  graduated  at  Yale  college  in  the  class  of  1761,  and  was 
prominent  iu  the  patriot  cause  before  the  b(;ginning  of  hostilities. 
He  Avas  in  command  of  a  company  that  answered  to  the  Lexington 
alaiin,  marchcul  with  it  to  lioston,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  He  was  then  given  command  of  a  schooner  named 
the  '■  Harrison,"  fitted  out  to  cruise  Jigainst  the  liritish  ships 
that  came  into  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  while  iu  this  vessel, 
claimed  to  be  tlie  first  man  in  the  United  States  service  to  turn 
his  majesty's  bunting  upside  down.  In  177G  he  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  t!ounecticut  state  ship  Oliver  Cromwell,  but 
made  no  cruise  in  her.  Later  in  the  war,  he  was  in  command  of 
piivateers,  and  in  17S1  was  taken  prisoner  and  carried  to  New 
York,  lie  removed  from  New  London  to  the  south,  where  several 
of  his  children  had  made  their  homes,  and  died  there  about  1802. 


MOSES  TRYON. 

jNIoses  Tryon  commantled  a  privateer  in  the  Revolution,  and 
after  the  war,  was  in  charge  of  vessels  in  the  "West  India  trade, 
sailing  from  New  London.  The  place  of  his  birth  is  unkuoAvu. 
Wlien  the  war  with  France  was  going  on.  he  was  commissioned  a 
captain  in  the  regular  service,  and  given  command  of  the  Connec- 
ticut, a  22  gun  ship,  built  at  Chatham,  on  the  Connecticut  river. 
Ho  seems  to  have  made  but  one  cruise  in  hor,  in  which  he  cap- 
tured a  French  privateer  of  12  guns,  and  80  men,  named  the 
Con(]uest  of  Italy.  He  Avas  iu  the  merchant  service  again  iu 
ISOI,  and  died  at  Wethersfield  in  IblS,  aged  G7  years. 
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CHARLES  BfJLKLEY. 

Clmilcs    BulKlcy  wiis  Ixnii    in  Colclicslci-,  Dfcomlxfr    IK,  It-y}. 
He  Wiis  (lescfiiulcd   from    (lie  Kcv.  (i(;r.s]ir,i„     I'.nlklcy,  socoihI   min- 
ister oi  New  London,  tlirou<<li  tlio  l5ov.  J.,lin  I5nlkl<-v  of  Col.-l.f-sKr 
:i  noted  divine   in   tlie  <-iirly  d.-iyw  of  tlic  Isfh    eentnrv,  luul    Major 
Clmrles  Iniikh  v.      Iff;  Wiis  conneeted  wifli  tlic  i'rentis  aii<l  l.-il'unt-r 
families  of  New  London.      :\Iajor    IJulkley  settled   in    New  [,oi,d..)i 
when    Captain    Charles  nulklcy  was  two  years  of  a^^e,  pniehasiiif,' 
what    Avas    known    as    the     Foxlick    proj.erly  on   JJank  .street,  lj(- 
-innin;,'  ubout  where  the  stc^r.  s  of  Harrow  ^  Conjslf.ck  and   iJeck- 
with    \-  Keefe    now  stand,  ami    rnnninj,'-  sf.utli.      Captain    JJidkh-v 
was    soon    attracfiMl    to    tin-  sea,  an.l  when    the  ile\  ..liition    l)ro!.e 
out,  was  retnrnino  from  a  vuyu<,^e  to  tlu^  West  Indirs.     Olf    .M,,ii- 
tauk     Point  th(!  vessel    was  Ixiardc  d    by    a  tender  of  the    ]}ritis;li 
fri-atc     Itose,    Captain    A\',dlacr,    wlio    infmnicd    the    crew    of  the 
l.adlc    of  Lc\in-ton,  and    tiiat    they  wen;  a    prize.     Transferrin;,' 
sonjc  of  the  crew  of  the  American  sloop  to  liis  vessel,  tin-  captain 
of  tlie  tender  jilaci-d  a  pii/e  crew  on   hoard,  and  ordered   tht-m    to 
carry  her  to  tiie  Kn.se.      Ca].tain    JJuikley  was  one  of  the  men    i.-ft 
on   hoard    the   sh^op,  and  a   Ix-at    eomin-- near  from    tlu;  shore,  he 
s])ran--  into  the  ,s(;<.,  was  picked  up  l.y  thr  boat,  and  escaped    in  it 
to  i'.lock  Island.      Here  lie  oMained  volunteers  to  num    two  Ix.ats, 
iuid  with  tliese   --ave  chase    to  the    sloop,  overhauled    and    recap- 
tured licr,  ami    the  next    day  she    was  hrou-ht   into  New    I,oi,d..ii 
iuid  delivered  up    to  hta- owm^rs,  the    itii^ecrew   from    the    liritish 
ship  I.ein-- the  j.risoners.     Captain   Lulkley  now  joined   the  navy, 
and  was  a  midshipman    in  the  lleet  of  Comm..dore  L/.ek  Hopkins, 
iiiid  was  distinguished  for  the  manner  in  which  he  eoiumauded  his 
-un  in  tlm  lialtle  with    the(ilas-ow.      lie   remained    >everal  years 
in    the  naval  service,  scrvinjr  with  Paul  dones  and  Klisha  Hiniuan,  ■ 
l>f  in--  a   lieutemmt  on    the    Alfred  wlien    she    was   captured.     He 
escaped    fr.)m    his    Pritish   prison,  wlu^-e  lie   sullered   -Teat  hard- 
shi].s,  to  France,  di<r-in-;  his  way  out  by  a  tunnel  under  the  walls. 
On  reaehin^--  America,  he   took  connnaiul  of  a  i)rivateer,  and   was 
in    (diar^re   of  vessels    of  this  kind    till    peace   was    declared.     He 
then  returned  to  the  merchant  service,  but  when    the  war  of  l^ij 
came  on,  his  privateer  life  recalled  him    to    the  more  exciting'  .ser- 
vice, and  he  took    command    of  the  :\[ars.  a  privatee:-  ship,  serving 
ill   her  with  varied  sucees.s.      When    the   war  clo.^ed,  he   became  a 
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iiicrchaiit,  liis  store  l)ciii'j'  on  Hiiiilc  slr('(;t,  New  Lomloii.  He  dif-d 
ill  ISlH.  ("aptiiiti  r.ulkli'v  \V!is  one  of  the-  iii<»st  cnieiprisiii^  fom- 
uuukUis  of  liiH  (lay,  uiid  liiw  sea  lilo  was  a  continiiai  round  of 
pxcitiii;^'  advent iires.      A  (•iHii])](d<!  record  of  it  Wiiiild   luako  a  most 

eiileitaiiiin;^^  lionk. 

DANIEL   STARR. 

I)aiii(l  Starr  was  liom  in  New  Jjoiidon,  December  2i»tlj,  ITU 
He  Itecaiiie  a  sealariii;^-  luaii,  and  was  a|niointed  second  lieutenant 
of  tlie  fiij^ate  'rruiiilmll,  in  which  shi()  ]u:  met  his  dc-ath  in  the 
celehrati'd  eiicounler  with  tlu.'  Watt,  .June,  ITSH.  Jfe  was  a  brave 
oillcer,  and  diitin;^  the  inactivity  of  the  'I'nimhiill,  owin;,--  to  her 
inal)ihty  to  j^-et,  over  the  J>ar  at  the  iiniutli  of  the  Connecticut, 
ioiij^ht  service  in  a  jiiivateer,  of  w  liicli  he  was  (Mtmmauder. 

JOHN    HALLAM. 

(Captain  JdIiii  ffallani,  of  Stonin^don,  entered  the  army  at  the 
l)PL;iiiniii;^'  of  tlie  Hevoliit  ion,  liiit  was  discharj^Mil  in  1T7(!.  He 
then  scrvetl  in  the  })rivateer  Jieaver,  \2  guns,  Cajjtain  William 
Havens;  Dean,  20  guns.  Captain  Noah  Scdiotiehl  ;  \Veaz<d,  12 
;',uns,  Captain  (lilliert  Fanning  ;  Hanco(dc,  1(1  gmis,  Ca])taiii  Mlisha 
Hinman  ;  Jiaptou  Packet,  10  guns.  Captain  Toby.  He  Avas  en- 
gaged in  tlie  capture  of  six  British  privateei-.s  and  letters-uf- 
manpie,  three  of  which  carried  12  guns  each,  and  was  ca])tain  of 
marines  on  the  A\  eazel,  being  once  wounilecL 

NATHANIEL    FANNING. 

Nathaniel  Fanning,  boru  m  Stoniujjton,  Conn.,  was  a  midship- 
man on  the  Hon  ][omme  Hichard  in  her  memorable  battle  with 
the  Serapis,  and  was  commeudetl  in  the  following  mauuer: 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  Nathaniel  Fanning,  of  Slonington, 
iStati!  of  Connecticut,  has  sailed  witli  me  in  the  station  of  midship- 
man eighteen  months,  wdiile  1  connnanded  the  (iif>oil  Man  Richard, 
until  she  waw  lost  in  the  action  with  the  Serapis,  and  in  the 
Alliance  and  Ariel  frigates.  His  bravery  on  board  the  first  men- 
tioned ship,  in  tlie  action  with  the  Serapis,  a  king's  ship  of  of) 
guns,  otf  Fhuuboroiigh  Head,  while  he  had  comnuaud  of  the  main- 
top, will,  I  hope,  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of  Congres-^,  to  the 

line  of  promotion,  with  his  other  merits. 

John  P.\ul  Jonhs. 

L'Crient,  (in  France,)  December  17th,  ITbO." 
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Nathaniel  Faiiniug  tlied,  a  lioiiteiiant  in  the  United  States 
navy,  in  connnand  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  .station  at  (Jliarlfstou,  S.  C, 
on  the  3Uth  of  Septenjber,  1805,  of  yellow  fever. 

GILES  HALL. 

Giles  Hall  belonged  in  Wallingford,  hut  the  date  of  his  liirtli 
and  death  is  unknown.  }Ie  was  lir.st  lieutenant  of  the  l»rij,'  He- 
fence,  the  Kole  man-of-war  oi  the  Connecticut  ccdony  i«evious  to 
the  llevolution,  as  early  as  1757.  This,  no  doubt,  was  the  cause 
of  his  beinji^  made  the  senior  commander  of  the  IJevolutionary 
state  navy.  His  services  in  cnmuiand  of  the  Minerva  were  uol  of 
a  nature  to  call  attention  to  him,  thoii;^di  this  was  more  the  r(;.sult 
of  circumstances  than  of  personality,  for  he  was  undoubtedly  a 
capable,  if  not  a  successful  otlicer.  He  is  supposed  to  be  a  Ijrother 
of  Lyman  Hall,  the  sij^ner  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
from  Georgia. 

SAMUEL  SMEDLEY. 

Samuel  Smedley  was  a  native  of  Fairfield.  His  command  of 
the  state  vessel,  Defence,  is  all  that  is  known  of  him,  thou^'^h  there 
are  records,  doubtless,  that  nu\y  give  more  of  his  history. 

ROBERT   NILES. 

liobert  Niles  belongetl  in  Groton,  and  while  his  command  of 
the  state  cruiser,  ^py,  is  all  that  is  now  known  of  him,  his  enter- 
prise and  daring  in  this  service  proved  him  a  good  and  serviceable 
man.  In  his  action  witli  the  Dol[)hin,  a  heavier,  better  armed  and 
manned  vessel  than  his  own,  and  in  his  esca})e  from  the  Dritish 
fleet  blockading  the  coast  of  France,  when  the  Spy  carried  the 
certified  copy  of  the  Treaty  to  that  country,  he  showed  both  the 
courage  and  capacit}',  that,  in  a  larger  tield,  would  have  brought 
more  fame.     He  died  in  Norwich  in  1818. 


RICHARD   LAW. 

Richard  Ijaw  was  born  in  New  London,  March  5th,  1703.  He 
entered  Yale  at  the  age  of  twelve,  but  left  tlie  college  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  was  appointed  a  midshipman,  and  attache*i  to 
the  Trumbull.     Before   she  could    get   ready  for  sea,  he  made  a 
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«aiiis<)  ill  the.  I.iuly  Si)oncor,  a  New  London  ])iivatofer,  conjinan<led 
l)y  (Jiiptain  .Micliuol  Melally.  He  i(;tnni(;il  to  tlio  Trunibull,  jukI 
^Vllt^  in  tlio  fiiniouH  battle  with  the  Watt,  and  also  in  tlie  action 
when  the  'ri-Mnibiili  Hiin-endei"ed  to  the  Iris  and  Monk.  He 
remained  in  the  naval  Herviee  to  the  close  oi  the  war,  <^<Aui/,  as 
did  many  of  the  re^'uhir  oilicers,  into  the  privateei's,  that  nia  le  ujj 
for  a  lack  of  rei;idip-  vessels,  his  last  service  being  an  second  lieu- 
tenant of  the  bri^^  .Mar<inis  l)e  LaFayette,  ('a])laiii  Elisha  Hininau. 
After  the  lievolution,  he  entered  tlie  njerchant  service,  Init  became 
a  master  commandant  in  the  regular  navy  during  the  trouljles 
with  France  in  171)7  and  180t>,  having  c<jrnmand  of  the  brig  J{ich- 
niond.  lie  retook  a  number  of  vessels  captured  l)y  the  French, 
but  had  no  cliaucc;  to  show  his  previous  training  in  battle.  In 
ISO!  he  left  the  navy  and  returned  to  the  merchant  service.  He 
was  th(!  first  American  captain  to  show  the  colors  of  his  country 
on  the  lower  ^Mississippi.  He  was  afterwards  in  the  European, 
and  specially  the  Baltic  trade,  ami  later  became  attached  to  steam- 
boat service  on  the  Sound.  In  18-J2  he  was  made  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  London,  holding  the  position  eight  3'ears.  He  died 
on  the  r.lth  of  Decendier.  1815,  after  a  life  replete  with  stirring 
adventure  and  useful  service. 


BENJAMIN    STARK. 

iJenjainin  Staik  was  born  in  New  London  in  17(10.  ills  father 
was  a  seaCaring  man,  and  the  son  followed  the  same  calling. 
Ca})iain  Stark  was  descended  from  the  first  settler  of  the  name,  a 
soldier  under  ]\[ajor  John  Mason  in  the  I'eipxot  war.  He  was  con- 
nected with  the  Appleton,  Shapley  and  lirewster  families,  and 
therefore  of  ^layllower  stock.  The  Ixevolution  early  otfered 
oitportunities,  wliiidi  he  quickly  accepted,  and  while  we  tind  his 
name  mi'utioucd  but  once  as  an  otlici'r,  in  the  case  of  the  pri- 
vateer Eliza,  (."aptiiin  William  Leeils,  it  is  more  than  probal)le 
that  he  se)'ved  as  midshipman  on  some  of  the  Continental  vessels, 
and  in  ollicial  cajjacily  on  (itluu-  privateers.  Captain  Stark  mar- 
ried the  eldest  daughter  of  John  liloyd,  a  man  noted  for  his 
])robity  and  pious  character,  anil  long  conneeted  with  the  Kpisco- 
jial  church  in  its  earliest  days  in  New  London.  She  was  a  spirited 
and  l)eautiful  woman,  and  the  son  nf  this  marriage,  another  Cap- 
tain   Ijtnjamin    Stark,  showed  the  strain  of  his   ancestors,  in  th<' 
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bloody  l»iittlo  fou<,^lit  by  tlie  Oononil  Arinstroiig,  privateer,  :i<,'aiii>-t 
a  iJiitisli  fleet.  This  fiction  took  place  in  the  neutral  port  of  Kayal, 
September  iiG  and  27,1814.  Tlie  Britisli  lleet  consiste.!  of  the  IMan- 
te-^enet,  74;  Uota,  44,  and  C^arnation.  IH,  and  carried  more  than 
•2,(iOU  men.  The  General  Armstrong,'  carried  7  {,'iins  and  '.10  Jiien. 
Her  commander  wa.s  Ctiptain  Samuel  ('.  lleid,  and  Captain  Stark 
wuH  .sailing  mastor.  In  the  acti(-u  th(;  Briti.sh  los^  wa.s  120  killed. 
180  wounded;  the  American,  two  killed,  seven  wounded. 

The  l\evolutiouary  Captaiu  Stark  died  in  171)*.'.  The  name  ih 
still  an  houored  one  in  the  city,  being  carried  by  his  grand.son, 
the  Hon.  J3enjamiu  Stark. 

GURDON   BILL. 

Gurdou  Bill  was  Ijorn  in  Norwich,  August  2ii,  1757.  He  was 
of  an  adventurous  disi>ositiou,  and  the  sea  with  its  stir  and 
change  led  him  to  become  a  sailor.  He  was  in  the  privateer  ser- 
vice, the  family  tradition  being  that  he  commanded  one  of  these 
enterprising  craft.  It  is  also  in  the  record  that  he  served,  most 
likely  as  midshipman,  on  a  regular  shij).  Immediately  after  the 
war,  he  was  in  command  of  a  vessel  in  the  West  India  trade. 
Later,  in  17'J8,  he  was  in  a  vessel  captured  by  the  French,  He 
entered  the  navy  as  a  lieutenant,  and  served  with  Commodore 
Truxton.  He  resigned  from  the  navy,  and  retired  from  sea  life 
in  ISUI,  and  died  in  1815. 
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THE 
OLD  HOUSES  OF   NEW   LONDON 


It  Ims  seemed  to  me  tluit  it  mi^^ht  he  well  to  commit  to  paper 
some  (acts  and  inciileiits  relating'  to  the  older  landmarks  of  this 
my  native  town,  more  especially  since  they  are  being  swept  away 
by  the  exigencies  of  commerce,  and  the  busy  hand  <»('  the 
iconaclast. 

The  words  of  our  honored  i)oet  are,  it  is  feared,  expressive  of 
the  conditions  under  which  we  live: 

"  Our  Lorulou  is  forever  new, 
We've  nothiug  old  !     Our  parcbiuent  proofs, 
Our  reil  ink  prints,  our  danmsk  woofs. 
All  perished  with  our  gable  roofs, 

■\Vhen  Arnold  burnt  tlio  town." 

Time's  effacing  lingers  are  fast  obliterating  all  the  inanimate 
memorials  of  the  past;  yet  I  can  but  think  that  we  have  a  larger 
legacy,  in  houses  of  respectable  age  and  historic  associations,  than 
we  are  apt  to  imagine.  The  facts  which  are  here  noted  down  are 
gathered  from  varied,  but  not  discordant  sources.  I  acknowledge 
my  indebtedness  to  a  somewhat  retentive  memory,  and  to  the  dic- 
tum of  traditional  and  recorded  history.  If  errors  may  appear,  I 
trust  the  reader  will  not  he  hypercritical,  but  rememlier  that  the 
writer  is  a  man  of  business  alt'airs,  and  that  to  do  justice  to  the 
subject  requires  a  local  acquaintance,  and  an  aptitude  of  expres- 
sion, to  which  the  author  of  this  sketch  can  make  but  little  pre- 
tension. 

We  are  living  very  near  the  early  settlement  of  the  town 
when  we  consider  that  within  the  memory  of  the  Avriter,  a  niiddl.'. 
a^-ed  niau,  one  of  the  six  fortitied  houses  erected  in  lliTG  was  \  'in 
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down  to  allow  for  the  erection  on  its  sitf;  of  tbe  present  r^-Hidence 
oi'  AlrH.  Sidney  INliner,  on  Main  ntreet.  The  old  house  I  rv.fur  to 
was  known  as  the  "  Wheat  houne,"  removed  in  IH~)1,  the  timber 
for  whicli  was  grown  on  the  Hjjot.  Barber,  in  his  history  of  Con- 
necticut, ijublished  in  18:}(5,  speakn  of  the  lust  lnjuse  of  tlie 
<)rif,''inal  scfttiers  on  Cape  Ann  Lane  as  havinj;  been  taken  down 
only  twelve  yearB  since,  within  the  age  of  many  now  living,  lint 
this  is  a  digression,  as  I  intend  in  this  article  to  contine  myself  to 
liouHOH  still  extant. 


IHE  OLD  TOWN  MUX. 


The  dwelling  corner  ^Nlain  and  Douglass  streets  now  occupied 
by  James  E.  Goddard,  was  built  in  the  year  115^5  by  Rev.  ]\Iather 
Bylcs,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  church  from  the  above 
date  till  17G8.  Mr.  Byles  was  grandson  of  Increase  Mather  At 
the  time  of  his  settlement  he  was  only  23  years  of  age.  In  17G8 
he  conveyed  this  house  to  Dr.  Mofl'att,  the  English  controller  o^ 
the  customs.  Possibly  one  reason  why  this  house  escaped  the 
torch  of  the  incendiary,  at  the  time  of  Arnold's  raid,  may  be 
found  in  tbe  fact  that  Dr.  MotVat  was  an  ot^cer  of  the  Erorli.-^h 
government.     It  is  a  sufhcient  explanation  to  say  that  tbe  ruthless 
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iinadci  tiinied  down  Ifallain  stioct  t(i  I5f;u;li,  now  \V;it(!i'  ntrr-f-t, 
and  that,  no  houses,  as  tar  as  is  Known,  wore  hurnt  l)fctwf-r'n  tliis 
Htieet  and  Stale. 

Tlie  donlile  house;  No.  II)  ^faiii  sireit,  on  the  east  .'>i<li;  next 
north  of  ^fr.  (lodd  iril's,  was  known  t)  our  olflcr  r(;si  lents  as  the 
Fox 'J'avern.  Any  resi(h'nt  of  seventy  years  ago  can  reniemljer  the 
awinginj^'-  sign,  representinif  a  fox  gras])iii'^^  for  a  luiiich  of  grapes. 
I  regret  tliat  I  cannot  giv(.'  the  age  of  tliis  lionse,  wlncdj  ante<lates 
the  Revolution.  The  man  whose  name  gave  distinctive  char.icter 
to  the  house  Avas  Ezeldel  Fox,  wliose  dauiiliter  married  (.'ohmel 
lucreaseW'ilson.     Miv  Fox  died  as  recently  us  I.S44,  age<l  MS  years 

I'he  (ireneral  lUirhecdc  house,  No.  ',]'2  Main  sticer,  was  erected 
in  the  year  17;}").  Ii  was  jiiirchased  l)y  Brigailier-(  loneral  Hiirl)ec]{, 
I  thiidc,  in  181;');  at  all  events,  just  after  the  close  of  tlie  war  of 
ISI'J.  The  house  has  Ix'en  in  })ossessiou  of  the  family  for  seventy- 
five  years,  (leneral  Burbeck  was  a  t-aptain  of  artillery  in  the 
Revolutionary  wai'.  The  noble  trees  which  stand  in  front  of  tlie 
lilace,  are  often  spoken  of  as  tlie  "  Four  Sisters.''  They  were 
planted  in  1S1"2  1)}'  James  Baxter,  lather  (jf  Dr.  Bartholomew  Bax- 
ter, at  one  time  in  the  drug  business  with  Dr.  Setli  Smith.  .Mr. 
Baxter  named  tliem  Johanna,  Catherine,  Sophia  and  Sarah,  after 
his  four  daughters. 

The  double  house  No.  B\)  i\lain  street,  on  the  oast  side 
familiarly  known  as  the  Belden  house,  posses>^es  considerable 
interest.  In  nfjlj  Washington,  then  only  '2i  years  of  age,  spent  tlie 
night  there,  both  g<ung  and  returning  from  Boston.  'I'lie  house  at 
that  time  was  occupied  by  Captain  Nathaniel  ("oit,  the  grandlatlier 
of  the  late  K.  N.  Belden.  The  place  at  the  time  of  Washington's 
visit  was  known  as  the  tavern  of  the  •'  Bed  Lion."  I  learn  from 
Irving's  history  of  Washington,  that  at  this  time  he  was  accompa- 
nied by  two  olHcers  and  three  colored  servants.  This  house  was 
spared  on  the  (Ith  of  September,  17S1,  by  the  urgent  solicitatioufs 
of  ^[olly  Coit,  whose  father  was  lying  sick  at  the  time. 

The  building  now  known  as  xVvery's  stal)le,  corner  Main  and 
Church  streets,  was  built  for  an  Episcopal  church.  The  corner- 
stone was  laid  on  the  4th  of  Jul}',  1785,  It  is  situated  on  land 
known  as  part  of  the  Kdgecomb  homestead.  This  was  the  second 
building   known  as  an  Episcopal  church,  the  McSparvan  church 
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wliicli  stood  iioiir  tlio  liljcity  ])ol(!  on  ilio  I'tirii'lo,  liaviuj,'  Ijpfii 
l)iii-iit  four  3'ftuiK  (^iiilici-.  Tliis  cliurr-h  w;i;i  sold  t<j  tlie  L'uivc.r- 
SiilistH  in  1H17  for  $:{,r)0(l. 

'I'lio  (Iwiilling  Xo.  4:^  .M;iiii  streot,  the  present  residence  of 
Williiua  A.  Holt,  wuH  built  in  lloO  us  uii  Ki)is(;oi)al  j)iU-sonaf?e,  on 
liuid  ^'ivon  by  Siinuiel  Kd-.^'coiul),  tlie  title  to  the  jjrojierly  not 
Ix'iny  vested  in  the  church,  but  in  "the  society  for  tlie  \noi>n{;n- 
tion  of  the  f^ospel  in  foreign  piuts  for  the  benefit  of  the  (diunli  in 
New  London."  It  wus  lirst  occupied  in  1751  by  Itev.  Jno.  (Iravesi 
rector  of  the  church  on  tlie  Parade. 

In  passing',  1  nuiy  Hay  that  tlu;  jJOst-otWce  at  one  time  was 
located  on  tlu;  site  of  ^Nlr.  Kldridj^c  Ueckwith's  house,  next  north 
of  this  house.  The  hirge  double  dwellin;.;  on  the  east  side  m| 
Bradley  street,  No.  'di),  recond  house  north  of  John,  j,^enerally 
known  as  the  P.ickwood  house,  deserves  mention.  It  is  verv  oUl. 
It  was  i)urchased  in  1  7."5()  by  ])i:  (iiles  (Joddard,  one  of  our  (jid- 
tinie  physicians,  lie  made  the  })urcliase  of  Jonathan  Uardiner, 
who  married  llie  daughter  of  ilev.  Eiii)halet  Adams,  the  jtustor  of 
the  Iwrst  CJonj^M-eiialiomil  church  from  1708  to  1753.  For  the 
above  facts  I  am  indebted  lo  an  artich'  in  the  paper  called  The 
depository,  })ubUshed  in  this  city  in  ISiJO.  Dr.  (loddard  sold  tlie 
honse  in  1770  to  Samuel  l*owers.  From  an  advertisemeni  in  The 
(iazette  it  ai)i)ears,  at  a  hiter  period,  as  l)onuded  by  three  streets^ 
l)ri'sumably  liradle}',  Bailey's  or  Jeffrey's  hill,  now  John  street  and 
Beach,  now  \Vatei-  street.  Within  the  memory  of  many  now  living,' 
it  was  the  residence  of  Cai)tain  Acors  Barns. 

Tlie  hu'f^-e  brick  house  on  the  ni)rth  side  ol  John  street,  just 
op])osil{!  to  Totter,  was  erected  in  ISOO  by  John  AVoodwood.  In 
1807  it  Avas  sold  t(»  John  AVood;  from  this  fact  the  name  of  the 
street  is  no  doubt  derived.  In  the  year  1885,  a  select  private  school 
was  kejit  in  this  house  by  ]\Iiss  Abby  Wood,  assisted  by  .Miss 
Tuttle,  th(!  daugliter  of  Rev.  :Mr.  Tuttle,  of  l.edyard. 

It  niay  safely  be  asserted  that  in  no  such  limited  space  can  so 
many  houses  that  antedate  the  Revolution  be  tbund  as  on  Bradley 
stieet,  foimerly.  known  as  (Jinj^er  Bread  Lane,  between  State  and 
.lohn  stie(!ts.  It  is  a  familiar  hict  to  our  older  lesideuts  that  this 
part  of  the  street  was  then  known  as  "  Widow's  Row,"  and  'Vas 
spared  from  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  at  the  tune  of  Arnold's 
raid  {or  reasons  imi)lied  by  the  name.     I  have  endeavored  in  this 


81 


iirticlc  to  (lf;.si^Miat(!  tlio  liouseH  in  hucIi  a  way  a**  to  rcixler  tlioir 
locution  iin  cu.sy  niatlor  to  thoHO  having,'  only  tlu;  most  H\er\(h;T 
kiiowle.'l^'c  of  tli(i  L,M'ogiai)liy  ol' our  city 

I  walUed  throU},'li  Bradley  Htroet  a  few  dayH  since  with  an 
oUl-tiiue  resi<l(Mit,  a  portion  of  whose  early  life  was  spent  upon  this 
street  From  him  I  learned  that  tlie  houHe  now  known  as  No.  17 
was  at  the  time  about  which  we  speak  occupied  hy  Widow  liice. 
No.  13  was  then  known  as  Widow  Towers'.  No.  21  as  Widow 
Lewis',  and  No.  11)  as  Widow  Miller's.  Joshua  Potter,  the  grand- 
father of  the  late  Frank  Totter,  whose  store  was  at  No.  8  Bank 
street,  occupied  the  house  now  known  as  No.  1 1.  In  conversatiou 
witli  a  gentleman  a  few  days  since,  I  learn  that  Joshua  Potter, 
on  the  direful  (itli  of  September,  was  caring  for  a  wounded  British 
soldier,  and  that  the  general  caused  to  be  written  on  the  door  of 
his  home  in  chalk  the  words,  "  Cleneral  Arnold's  orders  are  to 
spare  this  house,"  whereupon  ^Ir.  Potter,  in  consideration  for  the 
helpless  condition  of  his  neighbors,  hastened  to  write  the  same 
words  oil  the  doors  of  several  houses  in  the  immediate  locality. 

Either  for  this  or  some  other  reason,  these  houses  did  not 
share  in  the  general  conflagration.  On  the  east  side  of  Bradley 
street,  opposite  the  vaciint  lot  in  the  rear  of  the  Savings  bank  the 
reader  may  have  noticed  an  old  house,  with  the  entrance  on  the 
south  side,  which,  1  am  told,  was  the  residence  of  Thaddeus 
Brooks  during  ihe  Kevohiti<niary  war.  In  this  house  Sally,  the 
daughter  of  ^Ir.  IJrooks,  was  killed  by  lightning  on  the  'i'ind  of 
August,  17S(i,  while  in  the  act  of  closing  the  window.  Her  funeral 
sernu.n  was  preached  next  day  in  the  old  Saltonstall  meeting 
house,  on  what  is  now  known  as  Bulkeley  s([uare.  This  was  the 
hist  service  held  in  that  church.  The  writer  can  just  remember 
the  death  by  lightning  of  the  daughter  of  ('aptaiu  Ezra  Keener, 
near  the  lighthouse,  m  LSiT.  lietween  1780  and  lSi7,  no  death 
from  this  cause  Ciin  be  recalled  in  this  city. 

The  double  h-aise,  with  front  piazza.  No.  138  :\raiu  street, 
west  side,  is  of  very  considerable  age.  It  was  originally  known 
as  the  John  Prentice  house.  \n  this  house  Captain  Kichard  Law, 
well  known  to  our  ohler  residents,  was  born,  in  the  year  17G-2.  It 
was  built  many  years  before  this  date  In  more  recent  times  it 
has  been  the  home  of  Lewis  Allen,  father  of  F.  L.  Allen  ;  Rev. 
Dr.  Field,  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  over  the  First  i'ongrega- 
tional  church,  in  ISot),  and  Captain  John  French. 
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The  liiiuse  corner  Ricliiird^  iuid  Miiiii  st.i-eet.s,  iirnv  occupicMl 
Ly  Jolin  Spiildiii;^,  WHS  Iniilt  in  tlie  year  17(>.'>.  At.  tlie  time  tlio 
town  W!is  burnt,  it  was  lunnvn  as  tlie  ir.'sideiice  of  ^iiiy  Iiidiards. 
The  house  was  niiirked  for  destruction,  l>ut  was  saved  Ijv  the  en- 
treaties of  those  wlio  attended  on  ('a])laiii  iJicliards'  dau^diter, 
"who  at  the  time  was  very  sick  in  the  lioiise.  Three  stoix-s  hehni;,'- 
in^'  to  ^[r.  Kichards,  on  the  east  side  of  !\[aiii  Ktre(.t,  were;,  liowevcr, 
destroyed. 

The  residence  of  the  late  .1.1'.  (J.  .Mather,  No.  114  ^fain  street, 
was  built  since  the  burninj^'  of  the  town.  I  cannot  f^ive  the  e.\;ict 
date,  but  ab(Hit  Hi)!.  It  was  erected  by  !Mr.  Arnold,  <^n:id- 
graudfatlier  of  'Slv.  A.  H.  Chajipell,  of  our  city  ^Ir.  Aiiiohl  lived 
here  only  al)out  a  year,  when  he  removed  to  Halloweil,  Me.  Not 
long  after  the  house  was  sold  to  'Slv.  Marvin  "Wait,  father  of  John 
T.  Wait,  of  Norwich.  In  tliis  hou.sc;  our  e.\:-congres.sinau  wah 
born,  August  27th,  ISll.  The  site  ou  which  this  house  stands  is 
historic.  Here  .Mr.  Saltoustall,  pastor  of  the  First  Coiigregatioind 
cliurch,  and  afterwards  governor  of  the  colony,  erected  his 
house,  al)Out  the  year  Ki'Jl.  .Mr.  Saltonstail  opened  the  (.'(»<lner 
highway,  afterwards  known  as  Feather  l>ed  lane,  and  now  as  Stony 
hill.  The  house  was  afterwards  the  residence  oi'  his  son,  (Jeneral 
Gurdon  Saltonstail,  and  was  destroyed  in  the  great  conlla|.;ration 
of  the  Gth  of  September. 

The  dwelling  on  the  west  side  of  ^fain  street,  next  north  fif 
the  residence  of  ^frs.  Sidney  ]\[iner,  was  built  in  the  year  IToi". 
This  house  was  built  by  Nathaniel  Shaw,  expressly  for  the  occu- 
pancy of  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  the  Ivev.  l^phraim  \\\)odl)ridge, 
who  was  orchiined  over  the  First  Congregational  church  in  ITfi!) 
Woodbridge  street,  in  the  lower  part  of  our  city,  was  nameil  after 
this  gentleman.  After  the  death  of  ]\[r.  Woodbridge,  in  ITT.'i, 
this  house  was  purchased  by  lulward  Ilallam,  and  for  a  Ion*.:  time 
was  known  as  the  Hiillam  house,  and,  ag  lin,  as  the  "  House  o( 
the  long  piazza."  This  distinctive  feature  of  the  house  has  long 
since  been  removed. 

Ou  the  north  side  of  Shaplcy  street,  I  think  the  first  house 
above  the  jNIiner  brick  block,  stands  the  house  in  which  Adam 
Shapley  died  He  was  of  an  old  family  in  New  Loudon,  but  a 
reference  to  our  City  Directory  will  sln>w  tlio  name  to  be  extinct. 
He  lived  ou  a  street  which  bears  his  name,  and  on  which  several 
houses  which   he  owned  are  stdl  standing.     I  wonder  if  many  of 
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our  citizoiiH,  who  have  occaHion  to  pasH  throtij^h  tliiH  prfcipitouH 
ami  somowhat  uniiivitiiif^  Htreet,  are  familiar  with  the  liistoiy  of 
tlio  f^alhiut  Adam  Sha])lf'V,  who  at  tlie  time  of  the  attack  was  (;oiii- 
maiuler  at  Fovt  'rnimbull,  but  who,  on  rmdiii^'  that  the  eiieiiiv 
had  ^'aiu(!(l  the  loar  end  of  th(;  fort,  lalliod  hin  men  and  retreated 
to  Fort  (IriKWohl,  wliere  ho  was  fatnlly  wcdindrid  Jle  was  carrie'l 
to  his  home  on  Sliapley  street,  where  he  hiiif^uished  for  five 
months  and  died.  1  may  incidentally  remark  that  Shapley  street 
was  opened  in  1T4(). 

I  suspect  tliat  few  of  the  crowds  wh(^  (hiily  tliron^  tlic  ciiicf 
street  of  our  cit}^  realize  that  tlie  Imiidi)!^'  next  enst  of  the  Crocker 
house,  in  wliicli  are  located  the  stores  of  Mi-.  'J'ate  and  ^fr.  Thomas, 
is  tlie  siime  l)uil(liM':^  in  tlie  attic  of  whicdi,  at  the  time  ol  the  Iivvt- 
luti(jn,  Timothy  (Ireen  publislied  Tlie  (iazette,  a  ])apei-  issued 
from  no;}  to  1844  The  writer  has  a  number  of  the  issues  not 
far  from  the  earlier  date.  The  house  ab(nit  which  1  speak  was 
tired  by  the  torcdi  of  the  incendiary,  hut  with  little  daiua^'e. 
(JJreen  street  was  not  laid  out  lill  six  years  later,  or  in  17S7,  and 
derived  its  name  because  cut  through  this  prtjpeity. 

The  grounds  and  dvellinu;  of  X.  S.  Perkins,  Bank  street, 
deserve  attention,  lu  1734,  (/aptain  Nathaniel  .Shaw  purchased  of 
Cxeor^e  Denison,  of  Westerl}',  part  of  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Pii-ket  house  lot,  through  which,  in  174."),  13rewer  street,  then 
known  as  Ticket  street,  was  opened.  'I'he  jirespiit  house  was  built 
al)')ut  1755,  out  of  stone  blasted  out  of  a  ledge  on  which  the  house 
stands  On  the  !lth  of  April,  177('>  (the  brigade  under  (Jeneral 
(Jreeii  being  heie.  on  the  way  from  lioston  to  New  York),  General 
Wiisliingtoji  visited  New  London  for  a  second  time,  and  remained 
over  night  in  this  house.  Fiafayette  also  visited  this  hou-e  in  the 
year  182  1. 

So  much  has  been  written  about  the  Town  mill,  that  1  will 
simply  record  its  erection  in  lt)50.  The  dwelling  adjacent,  now 
the  property  of  C  A.  G.  Lewis,  was  built  by  John  Still  \\'inthro]>, 
the  great  grandson,  1  think,  of  Governor  John  Winthrop,  and 
mast  have  been  built  prior  to  177(j,  since  this  ve  ir  was  the  date 
of  ^Ir.  Winthrop's  death. 

The  residence  of  K  L.  Palmer,  on  Inroad  street,  known  as  the 
"  ]Mount  Vernon  place,''  was  built,  about  17iH5  by  (ieiieral  Jede- 
diah  fiuntingion,  the  tirst  ollecrtor  of  the  p.)rt  uu  ler  the  fed* '-il 
government.      He  was   an   otHcer  of   the  army  during    the  Kevulu- 
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tioimry  period,  mid,  I  luive  seen  it,  stilted,  suivive<l  Jill  of  tlio 
(.nicers  of  tlutt  i)eriod,  excM^jitiii^^  (leuerul  Stiirlc,  tlie  lieio  of  tlio 
biitlle  of  J>riiiiiiii^rtoii. 

'Hk!  dwelliu;^'  cc-nier  Federal  ;iiid  I'uioii  streetn,  now  occupied 
1i_v  Mis.  (  hai.jiell,  was  Iniilt  in  17Sf).  Older  residents  genorally 
H})eak  of  it  as  tlie  Denison  liouse.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note 
tliat  iJi^lit  i;iv.  ]}is]iop  ^SeaLiiry,  D.J),,  bisliop  of  Couueeticut 
and  llliode  Island,  died  in  this  lionse,  Febitiaiy  HH,  IT'JfJ.  At  this 
period  the  house  was  the  resideneeof  lu.swell  Salto)istall,  a  Wiinh'ii 
of  St.  James  ]»arish.  After  a  t(Mir  of  visitinf,',  ]3isho]>  Seabury 
remained  to  lake  tea  at  the  .SaltniiHtaU's  house.  When  he  ha.l 
risen  from  the  te:i-tal)le  he  fell,  witli  an  attack  of  a].oi)lexy,  and 
soon  expired.  1  i^Mither  the  alxne  from  "Annuls  of  St.  Janie.s 
Church,''  pul)lished  in  187:5.  Shortly  after  the  year  IfSHO,  tliis 
Infuse  became  the  residence  of  l-^lisha  Denison,  tlie  grandfather  of 
the  late  Kev.  Joseph  Ihirlbut. 

'I  he  dwelling  No.  (i  Sha])ley  street,  known  as  the  Dennis  houje- 
stead,  was  built  in  1782,  one  year  alter  the  town  was  burned.  It 
was  iirst  (iccu])ied  by  Williiim  jhig^s,  whose  diiughter  married 
:\lajor  Henry  Dennis  in  18(t7.  .Alajor  Dennis  lived  here  till  hi.s 
Jcath.  -Mrs.  M.  10.  Kellogg,  his  daughter,  is  the  present  occupant. 
The  honse  may,  therefore,  be  said  to  have  been  in  the  Dennis 
funjily  for  lUH  years. 

On  the  west  side  of  Union  street,  next  to  the  Second  Baptist 
church,  stands  a  house  which,  in  1774,  was  a  school-hou.se  tm 
Statt?  street,  aliout  where  the  post-oiUce  now  is.  This  was  before 
Union  street  was  opened  on  the  south  of  State  street,  which  was 
not  till  178(;.  Nathan  Hale,  the  martyr  spy  of  the  rvevolutiou, 
was  its  lir.-,t  preceptor,  and  held  that  olliee  till  177."),  when  he  left 
to  enter  the  army.  The  school-house  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  and  placed  on  a  high  brick  foundation  in  18;)0. 

The  commanding  structure  corner  of  ^Masonic  and  Union 
streets,  now  the  Smith  Memorial  Home,  was  built  in  17;)'.)  as  a 
]\Iasons  hotel  l>y  the  tiustees  of  Union  lodge,  No.  'M.  It  was  sold 
to  William  1'.  Cleveland  in  1808. 

The  dwelling  on  J'ost  hill,  generally  known  as  the  Dauforth 
house,  is  one  of  the  oldest,  it  is  sometimes  called  the  Brooks 
house,  from  having  been  the  residence  of  Jonathan  Biooks.  who 
died  in  IS-18.  A  gentleman  with  whom  I  conversed  the  oilr  i  d;iy 
called   it   the  liruen  place,  from  the  fact,  I  suppose,  that  Obadiah 
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l^nien,  N(!\v  TjOIkIou's  socoiul  t.owii  cI.m-Ic,  wlio  wiis  f]('c\c(\  to 
olHce  in  KI")!,  owned  a  liir^o  triict  of  luiid  wliinli  is  now  c.)v<!n!.l  l>y 
this  property.  Post  liill  dorives  its  uiinic  from  Piicliarcl  Post,  one 
of  the  e:irlicst  settlors,  wlio,  about  I  ().'.(),  was  <,M'aiiterl  a  lioiise  l<.t 
on  this  ])art  of  AVillianis  street.  I  may  also  add  tliat  Vanxliiili 
sti-eet  was  so  callc<l  from  a  place  of  entertainment  kept  on  it  >)V 
Tliaddcuis  Krooks.  Years  sinee  the  ititers(;ction  of  the  hitter  htr.-et 
M'itli  Wilhams  was  known  as  Pound  CMrnfu-,  l)eeause  liere  the  cat- 
tle pound  was  located;  hut  to  rctuiii  to  the  Huhject.  Several 
wounded  soldiers  wer<!  carrictd  into  (lie  Dauforth  house  when 
Colonel  TI])ham  to(.k  comman*!  of  the  hill  and  directed  hiw  tire 
n^-ainst  the  shi}>])in;^-  in  the  harbor  on  the  eventful  dtii  of  Sej.tem- 
ber.  I  have  been  told  by  a  former  resident  of  the  house  that  the 
bloodstains  were  visible  on  tlie  lloor  at  the  time  of  his  occupancy 
of  the  house,  and  could  not  he  erased.  In  tliis  connecti.m  it  may 
be  said  tlnit  the  liist  house  burnt  at  the  time  of  .\ mold's  raid  was 
that  of  Pickett  Ijatinier,  on  \'auxhall  sticc^t,  iust  op[)ositi'  the 
residence  of  e.v-Governor  Waller.  The  well  and  a  i)ortion  of  the 
foundation  of  this  house  are  at  present  visible,  or,  at  least,  were 
easily  recognized  a  few  years  sincte. 


N.VTHAN    II.M.K    SlHOOL. 


The  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  Norwich  turniuke,  now 
occupied  by  Abram  Pragaw,  is  of  great  age.  John  Hallam  occu- 
pied the  place  when,  in  17!)2,  he  was  elected  lirst  cashier  of  the 
Union  bank.     On   this  site  stood  the  re.sideiice  of  Uev.  C^ersln^m 
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Bulkcley,  tlie  Hecond  pastor  of  tlie  FirHt  Con},aef,'atioriiil  cliurcli, 
whoHG  H(;ttleiuont  be^'Jin  in  KKil,  aiul  liistod  till  l<i()7. 

1  can  think  of  but  few  fainilieH  tliat  liave  o<;(;upi<.'(l  thf;  sainfc 
premises  for  a  gi-eater  loiij^tli  of  timo  tliun  diil  tlio  Stai  r  family  on 
the  wewt  corner  of  Jiank  and  I'earl  str<;<!ts.  (Jajttaiij  Jonatlian 
Starr  settled  here  in  U  l;5,  and  till  tlie  dc^ath  of  his  ^'reat  ^'rand.son, 
Jonathan,  August  S)th,  l«ST,  Hk;  place  was  the  residen<:e  of  the 
family  for  four  j^^enerations   or  14:5  years 

The  buildiui^  now  occupied  by  M.  M  ('omst'jck,  Jr.,  as  a 
store,  at  No.  2*2  Green  ntreet,  was  Ijuiii  in  17'.)!)  for  u  Female 
academy.  The  schtjol  was  in  existence  from  this  dale  till  1.s;m,  and 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  this  time  was  under  the  charge  of 
Rev,  B(-thel  J  add.  Mr.  .ludd  was  rector  of  St.  .lames  chnrcli 
from  181!)  to  18;{2.  The  building,  at  the  time  referred  to,  wa.s 
situated  in  the  centre  of  the  lot,  c[uite  a  distance  from  the  street. 
In  183-1,  the  year  in  which  the  Female  acailemy,  now  tlie  residenc(! 
of  Mrs.  Lewis,  ne.\.t  the  court-house,  was  built,  this  building  wiiis 
S(jld  and  nuA'ed  up  to  the  line  of  Green  street. 

The  Manwarriug  house  on  the  hill  of  that  name,  was  erccteil 
shortly  after  18UU,  but  the  place  derives  its  interest  from  the  fact 
that,  on  the  3rd  of  November,  KU)!,  the  house  plot  and  II  acres 
of  land  were  bought  hy  Oliver  Manwarriug,  au.l  that  the  plot  and 
garden  are  stdl  in  the  possession  of  a  des.-eudant  in  a  direct  male 
line  from  Oliver.  The  present  house  was  built  by  Chrisioi)lii.'r, 
the  father  of  the  late  Dr.  ^AEanwacring. 

The  double  house  on  the  east  side  of  .Main  street,  corner 
Norwich  road,  known  as  the  Dodge  house,  was  built  in  the  la-it 
century.  The  Kev.  Nehemiah  Dodge,  who  was  past  >r  of  the  First 
Baptist  church  from  1S1()  to  1821,  kept  a  tivern  here  for  many 
yeais.  known  as  the  Dodge  tavern.  lu  1823  .Mr.  Dodge  left  the 
Baptist  denomination  and  embraced  Uuivcrsalist  juinciples. 

The  reader  may  be  interested  in  a  few  fai-ts  r.-lating  to  the 
double  house  which  stands  on  an  eminence  next  s  nih  of  tne  resi- 
dence of  the  late  .1.  P.  C  Mather  on  Maiu  street.  This  house  was 
built  in  17()7,  \>y  Colonel  don  itlian  Latimer,  for  the  occuniiicy  of 
his  son,  Robert  Latimer.  Xear  the  clos.r  of  the  last  ceutury  it  was 
purchased  by  Tlnmias  Shaw,  and  presented  to  the  First  Congre- 
gational church  as  a  jiarsonage.  It  wis  oi-cupieil  as  smdi  fi»|-  fifty 
years,  and  sold  by  the  Ecclesiastical   society  in  18o0  for  the  sum 
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of  $2,'J0O.     Ill   (his  liouHO  Dr.  Abel  McKwen  pnssed  iiLout  twcutv 
of  his  h)iig  i)usti)ialo  of  lifty-tliree  years. 

Tliis  article  would  bo  iiiCDiuplot*!  without  some  iillu.siou  to  the 
HeiupstCiid  house,  and  yet  so  niucli  luis  been  written  aljout  it  tint 
I  feiir  it  uiuy  jjiove  a  twice-told  tale.  I  cannot,  thei'efore,  hojx.'  to 
add  iiiiythiu.^  to  the  ^.MieiMJ  fund  ol'  iiifi)riiialion.  The  a/e  of  tlic 
house,  as  (h;tcrniin('d  frcjui  the  "  Hi  inp-tead  Diary,"  is  21:5  years. 
From  this  it  will  appear  that  it  w.is  built  in  HITS.  It  was  (;rer;t<'d 
at  the  head  of  ibeam's  cove.  Tlu;  hou.se  was  fortilied  a;^'ainst  the 
Indians;  and  Iteiii;^"  entailed  projxiity,  has  ev(;r  remained  in  tli»i 
]}03session  of  the  descfuibiuts  of  Sir  Ib.bert  Hempstead,  the  first 
occu])ant.  Joshua  I[empst(;ad,  wlio  kc[)t  tin;  imti'd  Honij^.stead 
diarv,  died  iu  1  75^. 


THE    OLD    nEMrSTE.\D    HOUSE. 


The  ohl  stone  house,  corner  Hempstead  and  Truman  streets, 
is  one  of  the  ohlest  iu  town.  It  was  built,  I  am  tohl,  by  some 
lluyuenots.  The  Lite  INIiss  Xam-y  Hempstead  supposed  it  wu-- 
built  about  2it0  years  a^-o.  In  ITiiU  it  was  the  })roperty  of  X;l  ■ 
thaniel   Hempstead.     Daniel  13.  Hempstead,  wdio  died  January  li', 
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1852,  the  father  of  D.  K  Hcinnstefid,  late  in  tlie  jewelry  businenjj 
on  Bank  Htroot,  was  born  in  this  liouse  in  17Hf). 

The  building  corner  of  Methodist  and  "\Va.shinf,'ton  streets  now 
occupied,  in  part,  by  a  saloon  was  the  first  ^^bthodist  church 
built  in  this  city.  It  was  erected  in  iTiiH  on  what  was  then  known 
as  Golden  Hill,  on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  tl»e  late 
Hon.  Nathan  Iklcher.  liishop  Asbury  was  present  at  the  dedica- 
tion exercises.  It  was  sold  and  removed  to  its  present  location  in 
ISIG.  Methodist  street  at  this  time  was  known  as  Valley  street. 
In  1818  a  second  Methodist  church  was  built  on  the  site  of  Mr. 
Belcher's,  which  was  destroyed  hy  fire  in  1S53 

The  house  on  the  southwest  corner  of  State  and  I'liion  streets, 
now  occupied  by  William  \A'ilson,  was  built  many  years  before  the 
■war.  At  the  tinje  of  the  burniuj,'  of  the  town  it  was  the  home  of 
Captain  Elisha  Hiunian.  The  reason  the  house  was  saved  from 
the  general  dt^structiou  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  :\Iis.  Hinnian 
had  long  been  an  acquaintance  of  Benedict  Arnold,  and  as  the 
general  rode  down  State  street  on  tlie  morning  of  the  (Jtli  of  Sep- 
tember, ho  halted  in  front  of  this  house  to  recognize  ^Irs.  Hinman, 
who  was  standing  at  one  of  the  upper  windows.  Arnold  had  some 
conversation  with  Mrs.  Hinman,  and  promised  her  protection  so 
far  as  her  dwelling  and  its  inmates  were  concerned.  In  order  the 
better  to  enforce  his  orders,  he  remained  the  greater  part  of  the 
day  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and  from  his  position  on 
horseback  watched  the  terrible  struggle  on^Groton  Heights.  As 
the  buildings  at  this  time  were  but  few  and  scattered,  this  could 
easily  have  been  done.  j\Ir.  Trumbull,  the  arti.st,  whose  woik 
adorns  the  rotunda  of  the  capital  at  "Washington,  painted  fur 
Thomas  Day,  a  relative  of  the  family,  this  scene,  for  which  he  paid 
$7,000.  The  picture  is  now  in  possession  of  ^Ir.  Day  at  his  re.--i- 
dence  in  Bergen  Point,  N.  J.  About  the  year  1 825  Colonel  In- 
crease Wilson,  whose  residence  up  to  this  tim  had  been  3  Main 
street,  bought  this  property  and  resided  here  till  his  death, 
December  18th,  18G7. 

In  the  brick  building,  now  a  tenement  house,  on  the  west  side 
of  Water  street,  second  house  below  Hallam,  the  Union  bank 
commenced  business  in  the  year  1792,  under  the  corporate  name  of 
the  Bank  of  New  London  and  Norwich,  l)ut  very  shortly  afterwards 
changed  to  its  present  name,  which  is  expressive  of  the  condiHons 
under  wliich  it  was  organized.     Years  after  J.  and  D.  Hinsdale. 


wlio  cjinied  on  a  v&ry  extensive  trade  witli  the  West  Indies,  and 
wlio  cdusiantly  employed  tliirteen  veKwelH  in  their  hne  of  Inihinet-H, 
had  tlieir  ullices  here.  I  will  note,  in  passiuf,',  that  the  Ijnildin^' 
at  present  next  north  of  the  one  abont  whieh  I  wpeak,  viz.,  eorner 
of  Water  and  llallani  streets,  was  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago  the 
home  of  Captain  Stevens  Rogers,  who  enjoyed  the  distiuetion  of 
bein^'  the  lirst  saihng  njaster  to  cross  the  Atlantic  in  a  vessel  pro- 
pelled by  sleam.  This  was  accomplished  by  Captain  llogers  in 
1819,  while  an  ollicer  of  the  steamship  Savannah. 

The  old  house  on  the  corner  of  Town  hill  and  Cape  Ann  Lane, 
known  as  the  Betsey  Coit  place,  now  turned  into  stores,  was  forti. 
lied  against  the  enemy  on  ihe  (ith  of  September,  1781.  The  hcnise 
was  visited  by  the  troops  as  they  came  up  the  Ihownsgate  road 
to  enter  the  town,  and  food  was  demanded  of  the  family,  who,  at 
the  time,  consisted  of  a  widow,  by  the  name  of  Lewis,  in  very  nec;es. 
sitous  circumstances.  The  house  was  saved  from  destruction 
simply  because  of  the  impoverished  condition  of  its  occupants. 

The  house  l<nown  as  the  Wiuthrop  place,  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Huntington  and  Federal  streets,  last  occupied  by  Dr. 
Fuller,  was  built  in  1787,  and  was,  I  think,  first  occupied  by  Mrs. 
]\lary  Taikin,  the  widow  of  Eichard  W.  Parkin.  It  was  the  resi- 
dence of  William  11.  Winthrop,  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Parkin,  from 
the  time  of  his  ujarriage  till  his  death,  September  3d,  18G0;  but  it 
should  be  said  that  u  portion  of  this  time  was  spent  on  Fishers 
Island,  which  for  '225  years  was  one  of  the  Winthrop  possessions. 

^Ir.  Winthrop  was  of  an  honored  family,  having  been  the 
'>reat-"reat-"randson  of  Governor  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  who  founded 
our  town. 

The  Sistare  house  on  the  Old  Fort  road  was  built  by  Joseph 
Chew,  who  came  from  Virginia  to  settle  iu  New  Loudon  prior  to 
175U.  J\lr.  Chew  was  cousin  to  two  Presidents  of  the  United 
State?,  .lames  Madison  and  Zachary  Taylor.  Cabriel  Sistare  came 
to  this  country  iu  1771  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  the  house 
about  which  we  spea!<,  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Sistare 
family,  Mr.  Gabriel    Sistare    having  married   a    daughter    of  Mr. 

Chew. 

The  building  on  Federal  street,  known  as  the  St.  James  Parish 
House,  was  built  in  17*.)2  by  Captain  Giles  Mumford,  who  died  iu 
the    island  of  Trinidad  in  1790.     His   widow  married  Dr.  Simon 
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AVolcott,  fov  :50  yciir.s  a  vfiy  ])i<iniiii(iit  ))liysi(:i!in.  I)i-.  Wolcott 
occii])i('(l  (liis  liomc  till  lii.s  ilctitli,  A])ril  7,  ISO'J.  Siib.s«.'«)iioiit  to 
this  |i(_'ri(j(l  tli(i  lioiisc  li;is  In-cii  tli(;  rf-sidciice  uf  ]}r.  S.  H.  1'.  Lee 
and  ill  lS4'.)aiul  lor  sovoral  y<;ais  iil'tor  was  the  Feileial  street 
hotel,  k('))t  l)y  tlu!  late  H.  S.  Crocker.  Noyes  I'.illiii^'s  also  resided 
li(  re.  The  li<>iis(f  No.  17  Tnimau  street,  both  ends,  hiiilt  of  Ijrick, 
is  supposed  to  be  at  least  lf)()  years  of  a^^'.  Christopher  ('ulver,  the 
;.;iaiidfather  of  Christopher  (Jiilvcr,  of  llO  Tecpujl  avenue,  jjiir- 
(diased  this  ])roperty  of  Tjydia  JM'ehe  in  17>;4,  and  it  is  slill  in 
]>ossession  of  !\lr.  (,'iilver's  family. 

.No.  1!)  Truiinui  street,  on  the  cast  side,  the  present  re>.idenco 
ot  ?iliss  l''li/.ab(;th  \\  iliiains,  is  nienticjiud  in  a  dce-d  of  .Viif,'iist 
i'ilh,  17'.);},  as  th(!  })ro])erty  ol  Thomas  Shaw.  This  lioiise  was  at 
one  time  the  resi(b'nce  of  Daniel  Shaw.  At  a  coinijaratively  re- 
cent date  it  was  the  home  of  Dr.  Dow,  wlio  taii^dit  school  in  New 
London  foi-  40  years. 

The  iioliinson  house,  so  callccb  on  the  east  sitli-  of  tlie  iJrowns- 
j^ate  road,  now  Ocean  avenue,  was  erected  by  Jud^^e  Hariis  in 
Id*.*').  A  former  resident  of  the  house  informs  me  tiiat  the  date 
on  the  chimney  l(i',»T  is  inc(urect.  The  house  was  built  (jf  tlie 
tinil)er  that  iirew  on  the  }ireiiiises.  If  I  have  been  rightly  in- 
foiined,  <liidf.;'(!  Harris  was  a  descendant  of  Walter  Harris,  the  first 
of  that  name  in  New  London,  and  the  ])arty  referied  to  by  ]\Iis.s 
Caulkins  as  liaving,  in  ICi.l-J.  aci'cptid  a  house  h)t  at  the  south  end 
of  the  town  near  (Ireen  Harbor,  now  the  Pecpiot  road. 

The  small  j^ambrel  roofed  Imuso  on  the  south  side  of  .Maii- 
warriny  hill,  corner  of  .Mountain  avenue,  is  over  loO  years  uf 
aL'e.  In  this  house  Henry  Hempstead,  father  of  Denisou  Hemp- 
stead, of  1()  Howard  street,  was  born  .Vpril  2o,  ITSS. 

A  buildiiijjj  of  some  interest  is  the  I'inevert  house,  with  its 
gahle  window  Ironting  the  street.  It  stands  on  the  east  side  of 
'J'ruman  street  ami  is  at  present  numbered  :57.  This  was  the 
residence  of  flohn  I'iiuivert  who  came  to  New  London  al)oat  177.3, 
and  who  resideil  here;  till  his  death  in  ISOn.  About  17'.>S  lie  was 
commissioned  iiy  the  French  Lj'overnment,  consul  to  this  port,  an 
ofVure  which  he  held  diirimj  the  period  of  the  French  Directory, 
which  terminateil  al)out  17!>'.t.  .^[ onsieur  IMnevert  married  Cath- 
erine Mui]diy,  a  j^iaml  daughter  of  Governor  Saltoustall 

It  may  hare  be  s;iid  that  Truman  street  is  one  of  the  eldest 
streets  in  town,  and   ilerived    its  name   from  .Joseph   Truiuati  who 
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came  to  New  Lomlou  in  lOGO,  and  wiis  chosen  constiible  the  fol- 
lowing yesir.  lie  liad  ii  tannery  at  eucli  end  of  this  street,  iit 
Truinan's  brook  and  near  the  Hempstead  house. 

On  the  east  side  of  Truman  street  just  north  of  Blinman,  is 
the  house  No.  151,  now  owned  and  occupied  hy  Miss  Ann  ]>eehe. 
Considerable  interest  attaches  to  this  biiiMing.  it  was  built  jjrior 
to  17;}'.).  During  the  j,Meat  awakenin*,'  <jf  1741  it  was  occupied  by 
the  "Separatists,''  a  soc-iety  comprised  of  about  one  hundred  per- 
sons, who  seceded    from   the  Congregational  church,  then    under 


THEOLOGICAL    SCHOOL. 


the  ministry  of  Mr.  Adams.  Here  ]Mr.  James  Davenport,  the 
most  ardent  and  renowned  enthusiast  of  this  exciting  period,  was 
accustomed  to  preach.  About  this  period,  Rev.  Thomas  Allen, 
from  West  Haven,  opened  in  this  house,  a  sort  of  Theological 
school,  which  was  called  "  The  Shepherd's  Tent "  a  name  by  which 
the  house  at  the  present  day  is    often    designated.     In    17t»l    tins 
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property  was  sold  by  Natliiiniel  SaltoiiKtall  to  tlio  town  committee 
for  an  Almsljouse.  Tlie  ^^roniicls  Kuri'oundinf^  tlie  house  ut  this 
time  (ixteiuled  to  lilinuiau  shoot,  the  dimensions  of  the  h>t  being 
about  I'iH  foot  on  Tniinan  and  llf)  left  on  I>]inn)an.  Tliis  liouse 
was  occupied  Ity  the  town's  poor,  till  17S2.  Shortly  after  this 
the  Ahnshouse  was  erected  on  tlie  site;  of  the  ijresent  ISulkeley 
school. 

The  house  No.  lit  ]ir(;wer  sticet,  corner  of  AVashin^;ton,  was 
stnndiiijjf  before  1740,  owntsd  b}'  the  Champlain  fainily,  three  mem- 
bers of  which  were  in  the  })rivateer  and  naval  service  of  the 
country  durinjjf  the  devolution,  and  one  became  noted  in  the  war 
of  IHI'2.  For  more  than  a  century  and  a  half  this  dwelling''  has 
been  in  the  jjossession  of  the  Cham])lain  family.  The  chimney' 
was  orijj^inally  built  on  the  outside  of  the  house,  which  at  first 
contfiiiied  but  two  rcuims  extendinjjj  from  Ibewer  street  to  the 
chimney.  Later  additions  were  made,  and  an  ell  was  added  on 
both  streets.  The  overhead  beams  and  low  ceiHnys  of  the  orig- 
inal  part  of  the  house  are  suggestive  of  C(jlonial  times. 

The  house,  corner  Bank  and  Brewer  streets,  next  south  of 
]\Ir.  l^erldns,  was  built  l)y  Mr.  Christopher,  about  lTr).5  and  is  verv 
generally  spoken  of  as  the  Christopher  place.  Sixty  years  ago 
(Jeorge  Jones  who  married  a  ]\Iiss  Christopher  occupied  the 
house.  jNIr.  Jones  put  ujj  the  cedar  posts  in  the  rough  as  sup- 
ports for  his  pia/.za,  giving  the  house  somewhat  the  appearance 
of  a  chalet.  He  also  built  the  Hobron  brick  block  on  the  east 
side  of  Coit  street. 

The  land  through  which  Brewer  street  was  laid  out  in  17().j, 
was  formerly  A<lam  i'ickett's  farm.  I  have  been  informed  that  his 
stone  farm  house  stood  near  the  site  of  the  Christopher  house. 
Adam  I'ickett  was  son-in-law  of  Jonathan  IJrewster,  who  iu  turn 
was  son  of  Folder  William  Brewster  who  came  over  in  the  ^lay- 
tlower. 

The  house  No.  l!»8  Bank  street,  opposite  Pearl,  known  by 
older  residents  as  the  "John  Way"  house,  can  be  traced  back  bv 
deeds  to  ITlil,  but  it  is  of  earlier  origin.  ^h\  Way  resided  here, 
and  had  his  soap  and  candle  factory  in  the  rear. 

It  must  not  be  sujjposed  that  this  article  is  exliaustive  of  the 
subject.  There  are  other  houses  whose  age  and  associations 
would  justify  a    more  extended    mention,  but    this  sIvL-tch    has    id 
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ready  exceeded  the  limits  coiitoiiiplatcd  \,y  tiie  writer  ulifise 
purpose  will  have  Leeu  accciiij.JishcM]  if  any  facts  have  l.r-f.-ii  ])ie- 
seiited  with  which  the  readiii-,'  juililic  arc;  luiaeijuaiiited. 


That  thoartkl.- of  3Ir.  (Ik  w  was  tiiucly.  .-ind  that  oilier  old  ljiiilUiiij,M  hhoul.J  re.-.ive  « 
like- ull.iitioii  at  Ills  huiuls,  IS  tvidc  iiK  d  1,_\  ih.;  fiirl  that  Iwo  biiihJiii(;«  rM-uliiiK-d  I,)  hilii, 
IIjc  Wiiitliiiii,  huu>ic  near  tht  Town  Mill,  and  Hid  I'iiicvcrt  lion?..-,  ai<;  ain  a.l>  tl,iii({«  of  Ihi- 
l)ast. — El). 

The  llistoii.al  su<iit.v  is  iiulcl.t.d  for  (he  iiso  of  the  plates  of  the  Town  Mill,  Miaw 
house,  IleuijiMtead  house  and  JMoiint  Vernon,  to  C.  J.  Viels,  hmi.,  and  for  llie  use  of  lli« 
plates  of  the  Nathan  Hale  School  house,  the  old  Theological  seminary  and  l'inuve:t  liou«i-,  to 
The  TeU^^iaijh  Co.,  and  Us  thanks  for  the  Kindness  are  hereby  tendered. 

T.  a.  CoLLItli,  Secretary. 
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WITH    A 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MFMBERS, 


OTHER    SOCIETY    BUSINESS. 


.82jIvi'?u3  yt:t 


The  Act  of  Incorporation  allows  tlie  New  London  County 
Historical  Society  to  hold  property,  and  any  bequest  may  he 
made  for  specitic  purposes,  as  fund  for  permanent  building',  for 
printing,  or  for  the  general  expenses  of  the  society,  as  desired. 

The  form  for  such  bequest  is  as  follows  : 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  New   London   County  Historiciil 

Society,  the  sum  of    dollars,  the  same   to  be  applied 

to  the fund  of  said  society,  to  be  used  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  otl^icers  of  said  Societ}'  for  the  purpose  named. 
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REPORT 

OK 

THE     ANNUAL    MEETING, 

1892. 


The  loi^uhir  annual  meeting  of  the  New  London  County  His- 
toricivl  Society,  was  hekl  in  the  Society's  room,  Public  Library 
Building-,  New  London,  Connecticut,  at  11a.  m.,  September  Gthj 
liS'.)-J,  the  Hon.  C.  A.  Williams,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

Tlie  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Tlie  Treasurer,  C  B.  Ware,  Esi^.,  read  his  report  Khowin<r  re- 
ceipts for  the  past  year  of  ij;  147.87,  and  expenditures  of  5; Til. 52, 
leaving  a  balance  of  §28.45.  As  this  was  the  first  time  that  the 
irea.surer's  balance  had  exceeded  $25,  and  the  second  time  that 
the  treasury  had  shown  a  balance  in  its  favor,  the  report  was  very 
acce}»table,  and  ou  motion  of  the  President,  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  the  Treasufer. 

Tlie  Treasurer  also  reported  that  the  Society  had  a  priutinf 
fund  of  $50,  and  a  miscellaneous  fund  of  $100  in  the  bank,  so 
that  the  treasury  was  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  it 
had  been  at  any  previous  time  in  the  Society's  history. 

Thomas  S.  Collier,  Secretary,  then  read  his  report. 

hec;ke  tary's  report. 

3L'.  Pre.-<i(hnt  and  Ganflemen,  Members  of  the  New  London    County 
llistorlcid  Socictij  : 

Your  Secretary  is  pleased  to  report  a  favorable  progress  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Society.  AVith  the  moving  into  new  quarters,  an 
added  interest  in  regard  to  it   has  been    manifested.     New  mem- 
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bers  have  conio  to  us,  rind  tlio  contrilnitioiiH  Lave  boen  nuraerou* 
am]  intereBtiiJt,'.  Of  course,  the  Society  will  Ije  more  useful  when 
tlie  Ijouks,  pamphlets  and  newspapers  are  filed,  bound  and  ar- 
ranged, and  the  curiosities  numbered  and  catalogued.  The  l^ookg 
have  been  placed  on  the  shelves,  and  the  Secretiiry  can  i<oint  out 
the  particular  works  to  visitors,  but  he  has  waited  to  number  and 
catalogue  them,  hoping  that  the  pamphlets  and  newspapers  might 
be  bound,  in  which  case  many  numbers  might  be  condensed.  It 
will  be  a  long  task  to  arrange  and  catalogue  the  pamphlets  and 
papers,  but  the  Secretary  will  gladly  do  this,  as  soon  as  he  knows 
that  a  binding  fund  is  ready  to  make  his  labor  of  service  to  the 
community.  And  in  connection  with  this,  he  would  respectfully 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  members,  two  needs  that  are  of  press- 
ing importance,  the  filling  of  which  would  greatly  facilitate  tJie 
work  of  arranging  and  cataloguing  the  curiosities  and  books. 

The  first  is  a  cabinet  to  hold  the  curiosities,  so  that  they  may 
be  seen,  but  not  handled.  Vour  Secretary  has  consulted  with  a 
cabinet  maker  concerning  this,  and  finds  that  it  will  ro(juire  $G0  to 
furnish  this.  This  is  not  au  expensive  outlay,  but  as  the  funds  of 
the  Society  are  limited,  and  about  e(iual  to  the  running  expenses 
and  the  printing  of  the  annual  book,  he  has  not  thought  best  to 
order  the  same  until  he  was  sure  that  he  had  money  enough 
ahead  to  meet  the  expense.  And  in  the  matter  of  tiling  the 
pamphlets  and  newspapers,  it  is  of  little  use  to  do  this,  unless 
those  so  filed  can  be  bound  in  proper  volumes.  There  are  no 
funds  at  present  available  for  this,  and  it  seems  unwise  to  begin 
the  work  till  the  binding  is  assured.  It  must  be  rememl>ered 
that  when  the  present  Secretary  was  elected  to  the  office,  he  found 
the  Society  heavily  in  debt,  the  list  of  membership  at  a  very  low 
ebb,  and  also  that  the  Society  had  never  issued  a  distinctive  pub- 
lication. There  is  no  debt  now,  and  the  publications  of  the  So- 
ciety have  met  with  wide  praise  and  favor,  in  fact,  so  well  are 
they  thought  of,  that  the  leading  libraries  and  colleges  have  re- 
quested copies  for  use,  two  such  requests  having  been  received 
within  a  week.  The  moving  into  rooms  where  there  is  no  rent  to 
pay,  and  the  increase  in  membership,  has  helped  to  the  favorable 
condition  of  the  Society's  finances  ;  and  the  increase  in  member- 
ship is  largely  due  to  the  interest  that  has  been  awakened  by  the 
publications  of  the  Society.  But  the  receipts  have  not  beeti 
sufficient  to  admit  of  other  expenditure,  and  your  Secretary  would 
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reBpcctfnlly  supfgest  tliat  an  added  interest  would  be  awakened 
could  the  property  of  the  Society  bo  made  more  servicealjle,  as 
it  would  bo,  by  the  arranging  in  a  cabinet  of  the  curiosities,  and 
the  filing  and  binding  of  the  newspapers  and  panj])lilets.  That 
this  thought  is  based  on  experience,  is  the  Ixist  j»roof  of  its  truth- 
fulness. More  than  one  hundred  incjuiries  that  ha<l  to  be  settled 
by  reference  to  the  newspapers  in  the  Society's  possession  have 
come  up  within  a  short  period  of  time.  The  labor  of  tracing 
the.se  in  the  present  chaotic  state  of  the  papers,  can  readily  lie 
understood  by  a  glance  at  their  number. 

To  meet  these  needs,  your  Secretary  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  a  subscrijition  paper,  stating  the  wants  of  the  Society 
and  the  amount  needed  to  supply  tliese,  be  made  and  circulated 
among  the  members.  He  is  very  willing  to  bestow  the  time 
needed  to  arrange,  tile  and  catalogue  the  Society's  loosse-ssions, 
provided  he  can  have  the  result  of  his  labor  put  into  a  shape  that 
will  add  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Society,  and  he  feels  sure  that 
this  will  result  in  an  increased  membership  and  an  added  interest 
in  the  Society's  welfare. 

In  the  matter  of  contributions,  the  Society  has  received  the 
model  of  the  Vermont,  7-i,  from  George  T.  Marshall,  a  picture  of 
the  Old  Dow  schoolhouse,  from  Mrs.  Mira  Moade,  a  sword  and 
belt  of  the  time  of  1812^  from  J.  D wight  Baker,  and  apiece  of 
the  cable  of  the  Resolute  from  INIiss  Fanny  Denison. 

In  books  and  pamphlets  there  have  been  coutributed  :  By 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  society,  four  books  and  tifty-nine 
pamphlets  ;  by  the  Onedia  County,  Buffalo,  Rhode  Island  and 
FairlieUl  County  Historical  societies,  one  pamphlet  each;  from  Yale 
college,  two  pamphlets  ;  from  the  Hartford  seminary,  Salem  Press, 
Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  Historical  societies,  four  pamphlets 
each  ;  from  the  Connecticut  Historical  society,  one  bound  volume. 
Talcott  papers  ;  from  Miss  Helen  Fitch,  three  bound  volumes,  and 
nine  pamphlets  ;  from  Judge  J.  U.  Crump,  Cassius  \V.  Smith,  Es(p, 
and  the  Hon.  Benj.  Stark,  one  volume  each;  from  the  Hon.  Charles 
A.  Russell,  Hon.  John  T.  Wait  and  Hon.  Charles  J.  Hoadley,  state 
librarian,  numerous  volumes  of  state  and  national  publications; 
from  R.  C  Winthrop,  Jr.,  Ksq.,  one  volume  of  Winthrop  papers; 
from  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  society,  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  society,  Harvard  college,  the  Old  Residents 
Historical  society  of  Lowell,  one    pamphlet  each.     From  the  Xc-- 
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York  state  librnry,  three  pamitliletH,  and  tlie  Secretary  has  con- 
tributed ei^dit  b(HUid  volumes  and  two  pumplilets  ami  the  trcfisi- 
urcr  two  volumes.  It  will  thus  lie  ween  that  the  library  is  makiug 
Hiitisl"a(;t()ry  i)ro;^resH,  tlioii^di  it  in  to  l)e  hoped  that  some  of  our 
luemljers  may  tiud  it  couveuienl  to  add  to  the  number  such  vol- 
xiiuc'H  of  ^'eiiealogy  and  history  an  they  may  ihiiik  should  be  pre- 
served  on  the  Society's  slielves. 

The  Society  has  been  ciilled  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  tour 
of  its  oldest  members.  They  are  the  Hon.  F.  li.  Loomi-;,  an  iii- 
corj)orator,  and  for  a  lon^?  time  first  Vice-President  of  the  Society. 
Dr.  Isaac  (J.  Porter,  i\I.  1).,  a  charter  member,  Joshua  0.  Learned, 
Escj.,  and  INIiss  Catharine  Ilaiuey.  Always  interested  iu  the  work 
and  welfare  of  the  Society,  their  loss  is  indeed  to  be  regretted, 
and  such  action  as  the  Society  usually  takes  iu  the  case  of  the 
death  of  members,  is  recommended. 

Thanking  tlie  members  for   their  help    and   encouragement, 

which  has  enabled  him    to  place    the  Society  more    firmly  among 

kindred  associations  in    the   matter  of  publications,  this  report  is 

respectfully  submitted. 

Tuos.  S.  CoLLiEK,  Secretary. 

The  rei)orts  of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  accepted, 
and  ordered  placed  on  tile. 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  list  for 
the  year  just  closing  was  re-elected,  Major  Bela  P.  Learned,  of 
Norwich,  bciug  added  to  the  Advisory  Committee. 

The  business  of  the  Society  was  then  taken  up,  the  first 
matt(!r  being  the  purchase  of  a  cabinet  After  some  discussion, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Treasurer  and  Secretary,  they  being  given  power  to  procure 
funds  for  the  purpose  by  such  means  as  would  best  serve  the 
benclit  of  the  Society. 

The  following  auiondmeut  to  Article  3,  of  the  By-Laws,  was 
then  proposed  : 

Any  person  may  become  a  life  member  of  the  Society  by  the 
payment  of  twenty-tive  dollars,  or  an  annual  member  by  the 
l)ayment  of  one  dollar.  The  money  received  from  life  members 
shall  be  deposited  iu  the  Savings  bank,  and  only  the  interesf  used, 
unless  needed  for  the  purchase  of  a  permanent  building  ^'ir  the 
use  of  the  Society. 
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After  favorable  comment,  the  amenclinout  was  laid  on  tlic 
table  for  action  at  a  siiljsecjueut  nieetin*^,  to  Ije  duly  called  ]>y  the 
Secretiiry,  this  being  the  I'ule  of  tlie  Conbtitution  of  tlio  Society. 

The  i!^ecretary  called  attention  to  the  influence  on  tiie  attend- 
ance, at  the  re^'ular  meeting's,  that  the  advertisement  of  the  read- 
in*,'  of  a  historical  ]);i})er  Bhowed,  and  advocated  that  thtse  be 
made  a  regular  feature  of  the  Society's  gatlusi-inga.  The  llev. 
Dr.  Blake  Buggested  that  a  paper  (Jii  the  life  and  services  of 
Governor  Gurdon  Saltonstall  would  be  very  appropriate,  and  on 
motion  of  the  President,  Dr.  Bhd^e  wiis  recjuested  to  pr«  pare  such 
a  paper  for  reading  at  ihe  next  annual  meeting.  'J'he  Sefre- 
tary  then  called  attention  to  the  interest  that  ccjuld  be  de\ eloped 
in  a  paper  on  tlu-  whaling  industry  of  the  county,  and  suggested 
that  the  President  woidtl  b(!  a  litting  person  to  prepare  such  a 
l)aper,  and  that  the  time  for  this  was  the  present,  before  idl  of  tlie 
men  who  had  been  active  in  that  business,  had  passed  away,  'i'he 
suggestion  was  favorably  considered,  and  ^Nfr.  Williams  was  re- 
cjucsted  to  prepare  such  a  paper. 

]3oth  gentlemen  kindly  consented  to  favor  the  Society  with 
the  result  of  conscientious  labor  on  the  matter.s  assigned  them, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  members  may  expect  a  rare  treat. 

Dr.  Hlake  suggested  that  the  annual  meetings  could,  and 
should  be  made  of  greater  public  interest,  and  recommended 
that  they  be  of  two  sessions  ;  one  iu  the  morning,  for  the  trans- 
action of  business,  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  when  papers  on 
historical  subjects  should  be  read.  He  offered  the  Parish  House 
for  these  meetings,  should  the  rooms  be  considered  too  small. 

The  Secretary,  in  reply,  said  that  he  had  asked  for  such 
papers,  and  specially  so  for  the  first  meeting  that  was  held  in  the 
new  rooms  of  the  Society,  lie  could  get  no  one  to  respond  to 
his  re([uest,  and  had,  therefore,  haslil}'  jjrepared  a  short  sketch. 
The  advertisement  of  the  fact  that  this  was  to  be  jead  at  that 
time,  drew  together  the  largest  agseinblage  that  liad  gathered  at 
any  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  during  his  member- 
ship. He  hoped  the  plan  so  well  begun  by  the  acceptance  of  the 
President  and  Mr.  Blake,  would  be  carried  out  without  inter- 
mission, for  it  would  soon  give  the  Society  a  local  standing  in 
every  part  of  the  county,  and  make  it  an  institution  that  each 
town  would  take  pride  iu. 

A  mid-winter  meeting  in  Norwich  was  proposed,  and  the  idea 
met  with    universal  favor.     It  was  suggested  that  a  paper  of  iu- 
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terest  to  tlie  people  of  that  city  be  prepared,  and  that  it  be  iic- 
compaiiied  by  a  Hlateiuent  of  the  aimw  of  the  Society.  Tlio 
matter  wan  left  iii  the  haiuln  of  tlie  Advisory  committee.  Such  a 
course  would  undoubtedly  attract  attention,  and  place  the  So- 
ciety in  itH  true  position  before  the  people,  who  are  liow  but 
inadeqiuitely  informed  as  to  the  endH  sought  by  the  Stjciety  —  the 
j)reaervation  of  all  historictal  incident  and  data  of  county  in- 
terest, as  well  as  such  other  of  wider  si^'-nificance,  as  is  linked 
to  this,  one  of  the  most  historic  portions  of  the  land. 

The  Secretary  and  John  McClinley,  P]s(p,  were  apj^ointed  a 
committee  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  in  memory  of  the  mem- 
bers deceased  during  the  year,  and  the  meetinj^  then  adjourned. 

IIEPOKT  OF  A  SrECL\L  MEETING 

Held  Decembek  lUtb,  18'J2. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at   11  a.  m.  by  the  Secre- 
tary.    In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents,  Mr. 
C.  B.  Ware  Avas  elected  chairman. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  first  business  before  the 
meeting  was  the  election  of  members.  Dr  James  Newcomb  and 
Mrs.  Frederic  Newcomb  were  proposed  for  life  members,  and 
Mrs.  Adah  Jenks  Cash,  Mrs.  Anne  M.  Brockington  and  Mr.  Ernest 
E.  Rogers  for  annual  members.  They  were  unanimously  elected. 
The  amendment  of  Article  3,  of  the  Hy-Laws,  was  then  taken 
up,  and  after  discussion  it  \vas  passed,  the  wording  of  the  amend- 
ment being  as  given  in  the  repoi .  of  the  annual  meeting. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  memorial  resolutions,  handed 
to  the   Advisory  committee,  and  approved  by  them,  is  as  follows: 
Whekeah  God,  in  His  wisdom  has  seen  tit  to  call    to  Himself  our   lute    as- 
sociates and   j.ello\v    members,  Hon,  Francis   B.  Loomis,  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter, 
Joshua  C.  Learned,  Esq.,  and  Miss  Catherine  E.  Rainey;  lie  it 

Besolveil,  That  the  New  London  County  Historical  Society,  in  annual 
meeting  .issembled,  recognizes  in  the  death  of  the  members  named,  a  severe 
and  lasting  loss.  Connected  with  the  Society  from  its  beginning,  they  always 
took  a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  endeavored  to  assist  it  in  all  ways 
open. to  them,  and  the  Society,  by  these  words  expresses  its  sincere  sorrow 
for  the  bereavement  it,  and  the  families  of  its  deceased  members  have  sus- 
tained, and  it  oilers  to  the  relatives  of  those  who  have  been  taken  from  the 
world,  its  sincere  sympathy  in  this,  their  time  of  trial. 

Jiefiolceil,  That  a  coi)y  of  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  Society's 
records,  and  published  in  its  annual  report. 

John  McGinley,    1   ^ 

Thos.  S.  Colliee.  }  Committee. 
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Norujich. 
Aiken  Gen.  W.  A. 
Carroll  A.  P.,  Esq. 
Gibbs  E.  W.,  E.sq. 
Learned  ]J.  P.,  Esq. 
Pahner  G.  S.,  Es(|. 
Perkins  iMiss  ^lary  E 
Slater  W.  A.,  Esq. 
'rrumbull  Jnoa ,  Esq. 
Welles  Hon.  D.  A. 
Wait  Hon.  .IT. 

Grot  on. 
Allen  Pxev.  X.  T. 
Cash  Mrs.  Adah  J. 
Brockington  ]\rrs.  Anna  M. 

^fi/sfic. 
Barber  0.  M.,  :\r.  D. 
Pucklyn  Prof.  J.  K. 
(.'lift  Horace,  Esq. 
llandall  Hon.  E.  P. 
Williams  Capt.  J  no.  E. 

Stoninglon. 
Hill  Rev.  C.  .1. 
Palmer  Ira,  Esq. 

Boston,  il/a.s.s 
Chester  W.  11.,   Esq. 
Haven  H.  C,  M.  D. 

Ne.w  York-. 
Bentley  Gen,  G.  \\. 


Clark  J.  J.,  Esfj. 
Goddard  W.  L.,  Esq. 
Clark  Slater  C,  Eh(j. 

Broolhjn,  N.   V. 
.Smith  H.  Allen  Esq. 

llarlford. 
Woodward  P.  H.,  \v:i([. 

Montv/iile. 
Burchard  W.  M.,  M.  1). 
Palmer  Hon.  E. 

Pa.rton,  jMuss. 
Bill  Ledyard,  Esq. 

CJi  icago. 
Johnson  Rev.  J.  G.,  D  D. 

GreenicirJi. 
Greene  ]Miss  }>l.  A. 

Sf.  Louis,  Jfi). 
Gardiner  C.  C.  E.sq. 

Gah'sviUe,  B.  I. 
Lamphere  C.  T.,  Esc|. 

Wat  erf  or  d. 
Rogers  S.  H.  Esq. 

ColcheMer. 
Willard  S.  P.  Esq. 

Franliin. 
Woodward  R.  W.  Esq. 

Torrington. 
Turner  L.  G.  Esq. 


>  ■' 


.V.'u^ 


•(^\- 


:ji 


Hartford. 
Trumbull  Hon.  J.  H. 
I  load  ley  0.  J.,   Es({. 

Jiostoa. 
Dean  J.  W.  Esq. 


10!) 
IIONORAltY. 


Buff  (do. 
Hazard  Hon.  G.  hi. 


The  Secretary  would  respectfully  cull  the  attention  of  all 
readers  to  the  fact  that  the  sketch  of  the  Itevolutionary  privateers 
of  Connecticut,  is  fra{.(nuntary,  and  that  much  material  that  could 
be  added,  is  undoubtedly  in  the  possession  of  people  who  would 
be  f(lad  to  see  it  put  into  a  shape  that  woiild  assure  its  perman- 
ancy.  He  aslis  that  all  who  may  obtain  a  knowledge  of  such 
material,  will  communicate  with  him,  that  he  may  add  to  the  ac- 
count all  matter  of  value,  and  he  trusts  that  the  aid  thus  soufjht 
and  for  which  his  sincere  thanks  are  tendered,  will  be  willingly 
given,  that  a  better  account  of  the  actions  of  the  brave  men  noted, 
may  be  obtained  and  preserved. 


RECORDS 


Fi\F  E  R  S 


NEW    LONDON   COUNTY 


HISTORICAL  SOCIBTY, 


Part  v.    volume  I. 


I'lBI.ISHKD    15Y     IHK    SC^Cn-.TY. 


New  London,  Connecticut. 


1894. 


V 


Y  f  H  !r>«  >.^ 


1 


Copyright  by  The   New  London  County  Historical   Society, 
1894. 


Contents. 

Pa.w;. 
(luidoii   Siiltonstall,  l)y  Rev.  S.  L.    liluke,  D.  D 3 

Orders  Drawn  by  the  Selectmen  of  New  f^ondon,  .Junuary  18,  ]H\4 

-Aiio-ust  ;i.  1 7fi(; 2'J 

.Menl<)ir^s()t•   (ieor^e  Wnshiuoton,  from  The  Universal  Magazine, 

•'«! ■ AH 

AnecdoteH  of  (Jeneral  ['utnam,  from  ThrUnioersal  Jfu,fazi'ie,  1781  .  .50 

He])ort  of  Annuid   jNIeetiuy ,-•{ 

List  of  Officers r^ 

List  ol    ;\lend)ers 57 


^.0^4^/2M& 


>^^ 


^v 


V, 


^ 


Giirdoii  Saltoiistall, 


SCHOLAR,    PREACHEIH,    STATESMAN; 


Si\i'KKN  \'i;\i(s  l*\si'()i{  OF  rill';  I'^ikst  Cin'iicii  or  Ciiiiis'r,  Ntw  Lonhcjn 


Si\ri:i;N  Vkaks  Ciovliinou  of  CoNM.irncFT. 


Rev.    S.    L.    BLAKE,     D.    D., 

I'ASTDii  i)K  iiit;  I'lusr  (Juuiicu  ut  Ciuu.sr. 

ItiM  1  at  lln'  A  HI)  Hill  Meeting  of  the  New  riOiulou  County  Historical  Society. 
Scpteiiibcr,  1S'J3. 


NEW  U)M)()N.   c;ONN. 

i.s:ti, 


GURDON    SALTONSTALL, 

Pastok  and  Governoh. 


(ireat  men  beloufj  to  f^'reat  periods.  'They  are  natuie's  otlbrt 
to  meet  an  emergency.  'Hiey  are  the  product  of  timen  demauding 
strength.  Isaiali  appeared  in  Jewish  liistory  at  a  tinie  when  the 
corruptions  of  the  ring-rule,  under  Slicbna,  demanded  a  leader 
great  enough  to  be  master.  The  corruptions  of  the  closing  reigns 
at  Jerusalem,  which  were  hastening-  the  national  doom,  brought 
Jeremiah  to  the  front,  and  comi)elled  him  to  speak.  Daniel  was 
(•()ns[)icuous  in  the  politics  of  IJabylon  for  seven  d(;cades,  because 
the  times  demanded  him.  There  was  need  of  a  sharp,  strcnig  voice, 
of  virile  speech,  to  pr(;face  the  coming  of  tlie  promised  prince  with 
the  startling  exhortation,  "  Repent,  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
is  at  hand,"  and  John  the  Baptist  was  raised  up  to  meet  the 
emergency. 

Leaders,  in  the  periods  of  the  beginning  of  any  nation,  are 
made  great  by  the  necessities  which  call  them  forth.  An  age 
when  foundations  are  laid,  is  one  of  struggles.  Strong  hands  and 
quick  eyes  must  lay  the  foundation-blocks,  and  the  corner  stones, 
'['he  rilgrims  of  Plymouth,  who  laid  the  foundations  of  New 
J'^ngland,  had  to  be  great  men.  They  were  educated  in  a  school 
which  graduated  giants. 

.Men  of  the  Colonial  period  were  great  of  necessity,  just  as  men 
lifting  great  weights  must  have  brawny  muscles  lying  along  their 
thighs,  and  arms,  and  chests,  (io  into  a  furnace  where  nun 
handle  great  masses  of  iron.  See  how  their  sinews  are  swt)llen  with 
strength.  Go  into  the  workshop  of  the  ages,  where  Titans  are 
forging  great  destinies,  or  are  casting  great  constitutions.  Power 
and  might  are  graven  on  every  face,  because  these  men  are 
lumdling  mighty  problems,  and  establishing  great  principles  of 
government.  The  men  who  held  responsible  posts  in  the  stormy 
beginnings  of  this  republic  were  compelled  to  be  great.  Politics 
were  then  the  discussion  and  application  of  the  science  of  govern- 
ment, rather  than  the  management  of  political  parties. 


'I'liesc!  things  nrr  tiuo  in  cluircli  as  well  as  in  state.  Tin- 
pioneers  of  ;^reat  religious  niovenients  must  be  unsurpassed  in 
strength  of  purpose  and  charat^ler,  in  foresiglit  and  deterrninutiuii, 
in  virtue  and  incorrui>til)le  integrity;  else  tliey  could  not  he 
pioneers.  The  woild  has  seen  shai  per  men,  but  none  greater,  in 
my  judgment,  than  the  men  who  laid  tlic  fouiidati(jiis  of  the 
Apostolic  Church.  The  men  who  laid  the  foundations  (jf  cliun-li 
and  state  on  this  continent  were  great  men;  as  it  now  seems  almost 
of  projihetic  vision.  Among  these  wasOurdou  Saltonstall — scholar, 
preacher,  statesnum  and  christian  gentlenjan  of  the  olden  type. 
He  was  so  a  part  of  the  civil  and  religious  history  <tf  the  early 
times  of  New  London,  and  of  the  Connecticut  colony,  that  a  lively 
interest  must  attach  to  his  conspicuous,  and  in  many  ways  remark- 
able, life. 

I.     ANCEsrUY. 


He  was  born  at  Haverhill,  ^lass.,  ^[arch  27,  lOCttl.  He  was  the 
son  of  Nathaniel  Saltonstall,  a  councilloi"  of  some  note,  who  wasboru 
at  Ipswich,  Mass.,  in  Iti:)!);  who  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  K].")!)  ;  and  who  died  at  iiaverliill,  .May  '2],  1707 
Nathaniel,  the  father  of  (lurd(jn,  was  the  son  of  llichard  Salton- 
stall, who  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  I'higland,  in  1(!1()  lie  entered 
the  University  of  Cand)ridge  in  1  (127,  at  the  age  of  IT.  As  he  came 
to  ]\[a.ssachusettes  in  lt!:5(),  with  his  lather,  in  ct)mi)any  with  .lohii 
Wintlirop,  the  tirst  governor  of  tlu;  .Massachu.-ettes  colony,  he 
evidently  did  not  com])lete  the  lull  course  at  that  University,  lie 
returned  to  England  in  IGT'2,  and  died  April  2'J,  l(;iJ4.  llichard, 
the  grandfather  of  Gurdon,  was  the  son  of  Richard  Saltonstall, 
Sen.,wlio  was  born  in  Halifax,  England,  in  ]  aSO.  He  was  a  nephew 
of  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  who  was  Lord  IMayor  of  the  City  of 
London.  He  came  to  Massachusettes  with  John  Wintlirop,  as  his 
assistant,  and  arrived  June  22,  IC)'.\0.  lie  returned  to  England  iu 
iGoL  He  filled  several  important  positions  under  the  crown.  In 
KU-l  he  was  sent  as  ambassador  to  Holland;  in  1049  he  was  one  of 
judges  of  the  court  which  passed  sentence  of  death  upon  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton,  Lord  Capel  and  others  for  high  treason.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  patentees  of  the  Connecticut  colony,  of  which  his 
great  grandson  was  to  be  governor.  He  died  in  England  in  l(i."»'^ 
at  the  age  of  72. 


II  i 


(iiirdoii  Sultoiistall  was  of  uol^le  <le«cent.  Tin;  best  of  1)1o(k1 
Villi  ill  liis  veins,  lie  ^^ot  his  iiiiuie,  (Jurdoii,  from  liis  gniii<lriiotlier, 
wJio  was  OIK'  Minit'l  (liirdoii.  Lucy  Dowiiinj^  wrote  IVoni  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  to  John  W'iutlirop,  Jr.,  afterward.s  the  founder  of 
New  I-ondoii,  and  {^'overnor  of  Connocticut,  June  '22,  Id:;:?,  to  tlie 
following'-  ctVcct:  "  Last  njoht  Mr.  (jurdeii  came  to  me  to  denire  iiiv 
house  for  his  lodj^'iii^',  and  his  daugliter  is  here  to  be  married  next 
week  to  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall'.^  son.'  This  dauf,'hter  of  '-.Mr. 
(iurden"  is  spoken  of  in  another  letter  as  ^[ari(•l  ti  union  and  wiis 
the  ^raiulniother  ol'  (lovernor  Salton^tall,  fj-oiu  wiiom  lie  oljtained 
liis  first  name. 

II.     THE  I'ASTOTt. 

Gurdou  Saltonstall  ai)j)ears  to  have  entered  Harvard  Collej^e, 
the  Alma  ^fater  of  his  father,  at  the  oaily  a;^t'  tif  14,  since  lie 
<,Maduated  in  1()84,  at  the  aize  of  l.S.  He  ilid  not  follow  his  father 
into  the  law,  hut  studied  theology,  probably  with  some  local 
clerj^'vman,  since  there  was  theu  no  school  of  the  proiihets.  In  the 
winter  of  l()S7-8  he  preached  in  the  pulpit  of  the  First  (Mnirch  of 
rhrist,  in  New  London,  with  so  jrreat  acceptance  that  the  towu 
passed  a  unanimous  vote  to  call  him  to  the  pastorate  of  its  only 
church.  As  is  well  known,  the  town  was  tlie  parish  in  tho.se  earlv 
days,  and  the  ecclesiastical  alVairs  of  the  church  were  managed  in 
open  town-iiieetini:'.  Therefore  ?iliss  Caulkins  says  that  in  ^fav, 
I  ()^S,  the  inhabitants  of  the  t(3wn  "  passi-d  a  unanimous  vote  to 
acce})t  of  his  ministry,  requesting  his  continuance  among  them, 
promising  to  give  liim  due  enctnnagement,  and  adding  '  on  his 
return  from  ]3oston,  whither  he  is  going,  they  will  proceed  to  have 
him  ordained.'  "  Tliis  vote  was  repeated  in  l(iS".).  For  some 
reason  the  t)rdiuation  did  not  take  place  till  November  25,  lO'Jl, 
although  he  seems  to  have  sujiplied  the  pul})it  in  the  meantime. 
August  25,  1()5)1,  at  a  town-meeting,  at  which  sixty-tive  persons, 
heads  of  families,  were  present,  the  votes  of  1()88  and  ItJS!)  were 
reatlirnied,  aud  men  were  appointed  to  make  arrangements  with 
Mr.  Saltonstall  fur  his  ordination.  At  that  meeting  it  was  voted, 
"  that  Hon.  Major  (Jeneral  Kitz-John  Winthrop  is  to  apiiear  as  the 
mouth  of  the  town  at  .Mr.  Saltonstall's  ordination,  to  declare  the 
town's  acceptance  of  him  to  the  ministry.''  Thus,  at  the  age  of  'I'i 
years  and  8  mouths,  he  became  the  ordained  and  installed  minister 


of  tiie  l''ir.st  Cliincli  of  Christ;  wliicli  oJli.o  lie  lielcl  Jiud  lilleil  witli 
liiciit  iibility,  till  ha  wiis  (;hos(!ii  (ioveiiioi-  of  the  colony  in  I70K,  to 
succoed  his  (listiii;^Miislio(l  purisliioiioi-,  lion.  l-'itz-Johu  Winihrop, 
who  ilied  ill  olVice  Novoiiibei:  27,  ITOT. 

Of  this  yoiuiL''  piistoi-,  wiio  hiul  now  hshuukmI  a  chiir^'c  whicli  he 
was  to  holil  f.)rsi\t,e(;ii  aiid  u  liiilf  ^oiirs,  il  is  said  that  he  was  learnod, 
f-lo(liieiit  and  distinguished  for  K'n(nv](;d.:eof  id'fiirs,  and  (or  eh;<'ance 
and  courtliness  of  iiiannors.  He  ciuie  of  ;iii  ancestr}'  of  wtutesnien, 
which  may  serve  U>  explain  his  administiative  ability.  iJecause  he 
Po.-^sessed  th(;se  tjualities,  he  Wiis  the  civil  as  well  as  spiritual  ail" 
viser  of  (lovenior  Winthrop.  Dmin;,'  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  W'ln- 
throp's  term  of  olUce,  the  state  of  his  excellency's  health  was  often 
such  that  its  cares  were  tenijioriirily  assmned  by  his  ])a.-5tor.  Of  tlu; 
courtliness  of  his  manners  .Miss  t'aulkins  says  :  "he  whs  tall  and  well 
proportioned,  and  of  dignified  aspect  and  deiiiean(M-."  ".\t  a 
later  period,  when  IMr.  Saltonstall  had  become  (lovernor  of  the 
colony,  it  is  retained  by  trailition,  that  he  might  be  seen  on  a  Sun- 
day morning,  issuing  from  this  garden  gate,  and  moving  with  slow, 
majestic  step  to  the  meeting-house,  accompanied  by  hie  wife,  and 
followed  by  his  children,  four  sous  and  four  (laughters,  and  the 
family  servants  in  the  rear." 

In  explanation  of  the  allusion  to  the  "  garden  gate,"  it  should 
be  said  that  "  Mr.  Saltonstall,  assisted  by  a  gratuity  from  the 
town,  purchased  a  lot,  and  built  a  house  for  himself"  on  the  sj)ot 
now  occupied  by  the  Mather-house.  |  .\riss  Caulkins,  i  I.il<e  its 
revereii.l  owner,  his  dwelling  was  conspicuous,  at  least  for 
situation.  T!ie  meeting  house  stood  near  what  is  now  known  as 
liulkeley  place.  The  old  burial  ground  was  undoubtedly  its 
church-yard,  in  obedience  to  the  custom  of  those,  and  of  even  later 
times,  of  associating  the  Iiousb  where  men  were  expected  to  arise 
from  the  death  of  sin,  with  the  jdace  whence  their  bodies  were 
supposed  to  arise  on  the  morning  of  the  resurrection.  Mr. 
Sdtonstall's  lot  was  bounded  in  the  rear  by  the  Codner  highway, 
or  "pathway  Uom  the  ineeting-ljouse  to  the  mill,''  which  had  lieeii 
closed.  It  was  reopened  to  accommodate  Mr.  Saltonstall.  .\ 
gale,  opening  from  his  grounds  into  it,  brought  him  within  a  few 
rods  of  the  church.  This  reopeupd  I  uie  is  now  known  as  Stony 
Hill 
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'I'lie  ability  witli  wliicli  lliis  youii^'  pastor  iiiulertook  the 
duties  of  his  lospoiisilile  chnv^e,  in  ('.oiispicHioiihly  oviih-iit.  Tlic 
former  j);i,stor,  Hciv.  Siineoii  Jira(lHtro(;t,  had  dicil  probably  in 
Auj^uht,  l(is;{.  There  wore  no  additions  to  the  church  during'  this 
interim  oi  eif^lit  years.  On  the  contrary  tli(j  memijerslup 
decreased  from  seventy  to  thirty-five  at  llie  time  of  Mr.  Salton.stall's 
ordination.  During'  his  ])astorate  151  were  atbnitteil  iiit  >  the 
church.  Tliese  additions,  though  num(  rically  small,  show  a  rare 
power  of  injlucnciii}^'  men  in  those  (hiys  (jf  sparser  population. 
When  we  consider  that  he  had  among  his  hearers  such  men  as 
Fit/,-,lohn  Winthrop,  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  his  pcnver  and 
iulluence  as  a  jjastor. 

Among  his  biethrcn  in  the  ministry,  lie  enjoyed  unbounded 
pojjularity.  Among  people  at  large  he  hud  the  reputation  of  lunng 
severe  and  imperious.  Doubtless  there  was  some  reason  for  this 
view  of  his  character.  For  he  dealt  with  otTenders  with  a  heavy  hand, 
both  as  ])astor  and  magistiate.  Miss  Duulkins  says:  |  The  iie])o.s- 
itory  for  ,lune  28,  18('i(),J  "he  was  uniforndy  popular,  e.vcept  with 
those  religious  sects  that  dissented  froui  the  prevailing  eccltfsiastical 
system.  To  them  he  was  a  rigorous  miigistrate.  The  Kogerenes 
and  other  seceders  felt  his  heavy  hand.  *  *  +  jfg  ^^^g  severe 
in  his  decisions  against  all  non-cronformists,  and  labored  to  have 
church  and  state  combined  in  one  elective  system  of  govenment." 
lie  was  a  believer  in  synods,  and  wanted  to  give  them  lar^-er 
powers,  than  Congregationalism  now  accords,  in  ecclesiastical 
order  and  discipline.  He  believed  that  church  and  state  should 
be  governed  by  laws  judiciously  framed,  and  made  firm  and 
unalterable.  The  repeated  disturbances  which  he  witnessed 
led  him  to  lean  to  Presl>yterianism  in  nnitters  of  church  govern- 
ment. The  Saybrook  Platform,  which  was  an  etibrt  in  that 
direction,  is  mainl}'^  ascribed  to  his  hand.  Being  thus  an  advocate 
of  rigorous  authority,  he  was  disposed  to  administer  severe 
discipline  to  wilful  offenders.  This  may  serve  to  exj^lain  his 
reputation  among  people  at  large. 

x\lthough  he  loved  order,  and  was  conservative  in  spirit,  yet 
under  his  sanction  it  was  left  to  the  churches  of  the  colony  to  adoi)t 
or  reject  the  platform  of  the  Saybrook  Synod.  He  was  tolerant 
towards  those  who  differed  from  him  in  religious  opinions,  if  they 
wer(;  not  disturbers  of  the  peace.  He  affirmed  that  no  (Quaker 
or    other   person    suffered    in    the   Colony  of  Connecticut  for   hi 


(lim.rent   peis.uisions  in  vcHpoc.t  of  roli-ious   niattf^rs.     This  in  « 
si'-n.f.ntnt   nsseilion,  in    viow   <.f  tl...  Unci  that,  durin-  liis  ministry 
|»(KH.liur.li.sturhanccHju-OHe  tliiou-i.    that   Hf.an-f.  ser-t,  th»-    Ko^M-r- 
enes.     Tlicy    were    lik<.    other   Christians    in    matters  .,f  .loc-tHn. 
^'onerally.      In  some   respects  they  were  like  the  <^.akerH,  thou-l, 
they.lnl  not  al.an.lon  the   onlinanee.s   of   l.ajxism    an.l    the  LonU 
supper      They  were  ojjposed    t<,   the   observance   of  the   Sabh.th  ■ 
they   did    not  believe  in  a  -'.sj.el-ministry  of  ordained  men;  nor  in 
houses  set  upnrt  for  pul>lic    worship;  nor  ,n  adn.inisterin-  the  oath 
n.    c.vil    conrts;    nor    that   any  shonld    be   taxed   to   support   the 
Histitntions    of    reli.^ion  ;    nor  in    tlie   observance   of   anv   civil   or 
jel.nious   rite  in  marriage.      Not  only  was  il  true  that  th^v  did  not 
I.eheve  these  th,n-s,  and  many  more  like  ihen.,  hut  they  meant  that 
I'c'ople    should   know   that    they  did    not  believe   them.     Thev  (.It 
boun<I  to  testify  of  their  dissent  Iron,  the  opinions  of  others'  and 
trom    the   express   statutes   of  the  colony.     So  they    ^yonhl   fjo   t.. 
church   and    en-a^.o   in   sewin-   <n-  knitting,' durin- dnine  service- 
they  would  chop  or  saw  w.>od  on  the  door-step  durin^^   the    prayer 
and   the   preachin^-;   they  would   often  come  to  divine  service  iu  a 
Inilt  naked  state,  and  in  time  of  public  worship   behave   in    a  nn,st 
scandalous  manner,  cryin^;  cut,  and   .aljin.   the    prea<-her  a  bar   if 
lie  sauI  anything  which  they  did  not  Hke.  In  everv  ^yav  they  could 
they   violate.l  an.l  insulted  the  laws  of  the  colony  in  "the  preseu.-J 
ot  Its  othcers,  n.   order  to    secure  their  arrest,  so  that  they  mi-ht 
have  opportunity  to  defy  eivil  authority.  They  called  this  te'stifyhi.. 
a-amst  the  errors  of  the  times.      Of  coarse  ^lu-h  proceedin-^s  we." 
not  for  a  moznent  to  he  tolerated.   They  could  not  but  be  an".lf ence 
to  a  lover  of  order  like  Mr.  Saltonstall.      It  is  not  strange  that   he 
caused   I  hem  to  be  ejected  from  church,  and    in  other  wav.  to  be 
.summarily  and   severely  dealt   with       Durin,.    Ins    pastorate  John 
sogers  circulated  slanderous  reports  about  him.      .Mr.   Saltonstall 
had  the  oilender  prosecuted,  and  obtained  judgment  against  him  for 
over  urn,  thus  teaching  the  Pvogerene  a  salutary  k^son  in  the  use 
..f  Ins  unruly  member, the  tongue.  These  people  were  not  puni.shed 
for  their  strange  beliefs.     So  long  as  they  worshipped  (xod  in  their 
own  way  and  did  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others  they  were 
lio molested.     Jkit  for  their  disorderly  conduct,  for  taking  pains 
as  Dr.  Irumbull  says  they  did,  to  disturb  Christiau  assemblies,  and 
deprive   others  of  their  rights  to  worship  (Jod   in  their  own  vmv 
they  were   punished   as  >yould   be    done    now;  and   this  was    ...it' 
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should  liave  bcou.  Tf  this  is  the  only  rejison  wliy  ^Ir.  SaltonHtull 
\\:\H  thoiif^ht  to  he  severe,  there  is  no  ease  a^'aiiist  liini.  In  his 
(lealiii^^  with  these  stran^'e  \)(;()\>\(:,  he  showed  a  shrewed  liiiowl- 
edf^'-e  of  iiieii.  Tlie  story  is  familiar  how  lie  outwitted  one  couple 
who  were  living  scandalously,  and  I  may  say,  Jtoj^erenely  toj,'ether, 
and  had  them  niarried  with  their  own  consent,  before  they  knew  it. 
This  stran^'e  sect  originated  in  New  London  about  1072.  'J'heir 
home  has  always  been  in  Now  Londcm  county.  Their  numbers 
have  remained,  even  to  this  day,  ab(jut  the  same  as  at  their 
begin ni  11}^.  * 

i\Ir.  Saltonstall  was  a  masterful  preacher.  Miss  Caulkius  says 
of  him, [The  Repository  for  June,  28,  iHtiOJ  "hi«  appearance  in  the 
pulpit  was  wonderfully  imposing  and  majestic  ;  the  audience  seemed 
enchaimul  to  his  lips,  and  the  eloquence  of  his  eye  was  said  to  he 
no  less  impressive  than  that  of  his  tongue.  His  fume  spread  rapidly, 
and  it  was  ccjusidered  a  great  privilege  to  sjjend  a  Sabbath  in  New 
London  and  hear  'Sir.  Saltonstall  preach.''  The  story  is  told  that 
on  some  i)ubli(!  occasion,  like  a  coiif(;rence,  he  preached  six  hour.s 
without  a  break,  save  that  he  paused  long  enough  between  two  of  the 
heads  of  his  discourse  for  the  peo})le  to  eat  their  lunch,  and  with 
such  el()(|uence  and  jiower  that  he  held  his  audience  to  the  close.  Au 
article  appeared  in  the  Itodun  Nfui-i  Letter  after  his  deatli,  which 
spoke  of  the  "concise  fulness  of  his  diction  and  style,"  the  charm  of 
his  voice,  the  clearness  and  strength  of  his  reasoning,  and  the  tituess 
and  grace  of  his  gestures,  which  made  him  heard  ''with  satisfaction, 
delight  and  rapture."      lie  was  a  great  })reaclier, 

He  was  one  of  the  great  men  of  those  times  which  begot  great 
men  for  great  emergencies.  The  church  grew  and  becauie  strong, 
and  attained  to  wide  and  comnuxnding  intiueuce  under  his  ministr}-. 
The  honor  of  being  chosen  to  preach  the  annual  election  sermou 
was  early  fl()!)7J  conferred  on  him.  If  he  was  imperious,  it  was 
because  he  had  strong  convictions,  a  "strong  will,  and  was  born  to 
command.  His  strength  of  will  was  not  obstinancy.  He 
could  give  a  reason  for  not  yielding  ;  since  his  clear  judgment  was  a 
safeguard  against  hastily  adopting  opinions  which  could  not  be 
defended,  and  must  soon  be  abandoned.  Because  of  his  clearness  of 
Judgment,  his  wisdom  was  sought  in  the  settlement  of  estates,  in 
the  nianagenient  of  trusts,  and  in  various  similar  respousiljilities 


*Tlieso  facts  .ibout  the  Ro;,'(;rfncs  are  statoil  on  auUuaity  uf  Dr.  Truiiibull  iiui.1   .NUxa  t'.iuIkiQB 
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Avliich  clerf,'yiiicii    of  tlieso   latoi-  tiiiH'9    nvc-  niioly  ciiUcd   upon    to 
aHsimic. 

Of  his  H])iiitual  i)Ower  no  recordH  have  been  loft.  Tliere  are  no 
acconiits  of  powoiful  awalvenin<fH,  such  as  attended  tlie  uiinisti y  of 
his  immediate  Hueees.sor,  Wv.x.  Klipliahit  Adiims.  I)iiiiti;,'  tin- 
minibtry  of  Mr.  vVdaniH,  says  Dr.  Field,  (jccurred  "  tlie  ^'reatehl 
revival  that  there  has  been  in  the  liistory  of  this  ehiireli,"  ('J'lie 
First  Church  of  Christ.)  This  wis  in  1740,  sixteen  yeara  after  Mr. 
Saltonstall's  death.  This  was  the  year  of  the  great  awakening'  in 
N<iW  ]']ngland.  Jonathan  l']dwards  had  l)een  in  Northampton,  ^Iiis« 
thirteen  years,  llis  powerful  preaching  had  been  felt  throughout 
New  England.  ]\Ir.  W  hittield,  with  his  burning  elo(|uence  and  zeal 
had  come  hither  in  \1^\[).  The  foundations  had  been  laid.  Every- 
tliing  was  ready.  The  air  was  surcharged  with  moisture.  The 
rain  descended.  New  England  was  blcsscil.  In  Ncsv  London,  tlm 
shower  fell  upon  soil  in  whose  preparation  and  sowing  ]Mr.  Salton- 
stall  had  borne  a  conspicuous  part.  If  no  such  awakening  attende<l 
his  ministry  as  blessed  that  of  INIr  Adams,  it  is  to  be  said,  first, 
that  during  the  ministry  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Bradstreet,  which 
covered  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  only  iifty  were  added  to  the 
communion  of  the  church  ;  second,  that  during  Mr.  SaltonstuH's 
ministry,  the  llogerene  defection  wiis  at  its  height,  which  was  fatal 
to  spiritual  growth  and  power  ;  third,  that  during  the  sixteen  years 
of  his  pastorate,  lC)i  were  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
church.  We  must  conclude  that  the  years  of  this  pastorate  were 
fruitful  in  its  growth,  and  in  its  establishment  upon  the  tirni 
foundations  of  sound  doctrine,  from  which  it  has  never  been  moved. 

The  years  of  Mr.  Saltonstall's  jjastorate  were  within  that 
period  when  Sabbath  laws  were  in  force,  which  this  generation 
likes  to  call  blue  and  puritanical.  There  are  accounts  like  these: 
one  woman  was  brought  before  the  court  and  fined,  for  not  attend- 
ing public  worship  with  her  children;  "  .lohu  Lewis  and  Sarah 
Chapman  "  were  "  presented  (before  the  court)  for  sitting  together 
on  the  Lord's  day  under  an  apple  tree  in  Goodman  Chapman's 
orchaixl;"  another  was  arrested  for  living  alone  in  idleness,  and  for 
not  attending  public  worship. 

lligorous  measures  of  this  sort  bred  alienation,  so  that  some 
within  the  circle  of  Mr.  Saltonstall's  parish,  who  lived  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  became  dissatistied  with  his  ministry.  In  17(^0  a 
case  of  discipline,  sent  up  to  the  (leneral  Court,  and   by  that  Uody 
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refiiircul  to  a  couiieil,  lOHultetl  in  the  suHporision  of  the  accuHod 
iiioiubers  from  the  ))iivilot,'C'S  of  the  church.  A  paper  of  reinou- 
Htniiice  WHS  drawn  up,  and  those  wlio  ai^'iied  it  were  also  suspf-nded 
till  th(?y  acknowlcdj^^ed  thciir  offense.  The  whule  were  linully 
reconciled  and  lestored  to  fellowship.  But  rigorous  discipline  <jf 
this  sort,  which  Mr.  Saltoustidl  favored,  makes  it  certain  that  his 
l)HstorHte  was  not  a  thoruless  one.  Neverthel(;ss  he  held  his  place 
with  siuj^ular  power  and  kuccchs  for  over  sixteen  years. 

Durinf^f  iiis  ministry  !Mr.  Saltonstall  locorded  only  thirty-seven 
niariiafics.  The  habits  of  the  New  London  of  two  hundred 
years  ago,  in  this  regard,  seem  to  have  been  handed  down  to  the 
New  London  of  the  piesent.  ]iut  we  must  turn  from  his  pastoral 
life,  to  his  more  public  career  as  (Jovernor  (jf  the  Colony. 

III.     THE  GOVEKNOR. 

It  was  an  unusal  event  for  the  pastor  of  a  church  to  step  down 
from  the  pulpit,  in  ortler  to  assume  tiie  otlice  of  Chief  Magistrate 
of  a  commonwealth;  so  much  so  as  to  cause  remark.  Miss  Caulkius 
says:  "A  transition  so  sudden  from  the  sacred  desk  to  the  chair  of 
Chief  jMagistiate  is  an  unusual,  if  not  solitary  event."  It  was  so 
unprecedented  that  the  pastor  of  a  church  should  be  publicly 
sumiuoncd  to  leave  his  sacred  calling,  to  attend  to  secular  aliairs, 
that  the  Assembly,  by  whom  he  was  chosen  to  succeed  Gov. 
Wintluop,  sent  a  committee  of  eight,  including  three  deputies  and 
the  speaker  of  the  House,  to  wait  upon  him  in  New  London,  and 
urge  his  acceptance  of  the  office.  As  was  to  be  expected,  he  was 
severel}'  censured  for  taking  the  step.  Backus,  in  bis  ecclesiasticnl 
history  of  those  times,  says:  "Gov.  Winthrop  died  there  (iu 
Jinston)  November  27,  1707,  upon  which  a  special  meeting  of  their 
(leiienil  Court  was  called  December  17,  to  choose  a  new  Governor. 
B}'  a  law  then  in  force,  he  was  to  be  chosen  out  of  a  certain 
number  of  men  in  previous  nomination;  but  they  broke  over  this 
law,  and  elected  an  ordained  minister  for  their  (Jovernor  ;  and  he 
readily  quitted  the  solemn  charge  of  souls  for  worldly  promotion 
and  was  swoin  into  his  new  office  January  1,  1708,  after  they 
had  re])ealed  the  law  which  tliey  had  broken." 

The  loss  to  the  church  must  have  been  great  when  such  a 
pastor  and  lender  was  taken  from  tbern.  The  Assembly  expected 
opposition  from  ^Nlr.  Saltonstall's  ]i(H)ple  and  addressed  a  letter  fn 
them,  "  using  arguments  to  induce  them  to  acquiesce  iu  the  resuU." 
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Ah  a   furtli(!r   pei'siuiHioii    a    ^ratuiL)'    of    ClOO  was  bf^Hlrnverl  on  the 
cliurcli,  "  as  a  coinpetiHatiou  in  pail  iov   i]c\)r\v'\u<^    llio    town   (<f  its 
foiincr   minister,   Mr.   SaltonHtall,"    and    to    enable   tlicni    to  KettU; 
anotlior    ])aHtor.     'J'he    V(jte    an   rocurded    in    ilu;  <'olonial   liocordu 
leads,  "  tliib  Assemljly  upon  the  motion  and   ihsiif*  of    the   inliahi- 
taiits  of   New  London  and   ilie  aif^uinents   \>\  thtiin  insisted   upon, 
do    j,Tant    to    the    said    inhabitants    tlOd   in    jtay  out   of  the  u(-\\ 
country  rate,  towards  the  settling  of   a   minister.''     Tliis  vote  AvaH 
passed  at  the  May  session  of  1708,  when  (Jovenior  JSaltoiistall  took  hiw 
seat  after  his  first  election  by  the  people  to  be  the  fifth  (Ji.verni>r 
of  the  state  under  the  charter.    Considering  the  man,  and  the  price 
for  ministers  now-a-days,  the  state  got  the  l)est  end  of  the  bargain- 
The   fact   that   the  Assembly  repealed   the   law  which   stood   in  the 
way  of  his  election^  so  that  he  mit^ht  be  elected  by  the  people,  and 
the  fact  that  he  Avas  re-elected  every  year  till   his  death,  September 
'20,  1724,  proves  that  the  colony  thought  so  too.     Thus  the  term  of 
his  oflice  as  (i(.)vern()r,  was  the  same  length  as  his  jjastoral    service 
— sixteen  and  one-half  years;  althoujjjh  his  actual  ministerial  >ervi(;e 
was   i)robably  three  years   longer.     There   could    not  be    stronger 
testimony  to  his   conspicuous   gifts  of  administrative  ability,  to  his 
justice  as  a  magistrate,  and  to  his  sagacity  as  a  statesman,  than  his 
repeated  re-election  hy  his  fellow  citizenie. 

Before  considering  in  detail  the  i)eri()d  of  his  official  life,  it  will 
be  well  to  note  several  facts  which  helpe\j)hiin  the  unusual  ste}). 
First  then,  it  is  to  be  said  that  Mr.  Saltonstall  inherited  a  judicial 
mind  and  the  gift  of  statesmanship.  It  was  said  of  him,  alter  his 
death,  "he  had  a  great  compass  of  learning,  Avas  a  profound  divine, 
a  great  judge  in  the  law,  and  a  consummate  statesman."  So  that 
tlie  General  Assembly  did  not  act  Avithout  reason  when  they 
removed  the  legal  restriction  Avhich  made  Mr.  Saltonstall  ineligible 
to  the  otiice.  When  he  became  pastor  of  tlie  First  Church  he  did 
not  contiue  himself  solely  to  tlie  office  and  duties  of  bishop.  lie 
was  from  the  first  associated  with  the  leading  men  of  the  colony, 
was  interested  in  public  atfairs,  and  was  one  of  the  ablest  men  of 
his  times  in  Connecticut.  Thus  in  1(593,  only  two  years  after  his 
settlement  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  New  London,  he  was 
invited  by  the  General  Assembly  to  accompany  Fitz-John 
\Vinthrop,  who  had  been  appointed  agent  of  the  Colony  to  repre- 
sent it  in  England,  "to  obtain  in  the  best  way  and  manner  lie 
(Winthrop)    shall  be  capable,  a  confirmation  of  our  charter  privi- 
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lo^res."     It   (looH  not  uvpoiir  tliiitMr.  SnltoiiHtull   went,   l.iil  on   the 
leUnii    of    l\Ir.    Winthrop    from    Kn^^'buul,   he    wrote    to   hi.n.   Dc- 
ceinber   20,     U)'.)7,    most  cordially    welcomiuj<    liim    liome.    -  Ynur 
Hftfe    arrival      *     *     *     huth  not  been  without  a  very  happy  elTect 
amou<,'  HH,  which  1  hope  your  presence  here  will  speedily  comi.lete. 
*     *     *     There  is   universal  joy  amonj^  uh   upon  the  prosperous 
issue    of    the    divine    (-onduc^t  whicii   hath  waited  uptm  you  ii:  your 
voya<;e  at  such  an  unexpected  and  haziirdous  season  ;  and  we  take 
it  foi"granted  that  our  charter  cannot  but  be  secure  while  you  nre 
safe.''^The  fact  of  his  appointment  shows  how  large  a  place  he  had 
come  to  hold   in    the   civil    aftairs  of  the    colony,  after  so    short  a 
residence  in   it.     I   may    add   that,    as   he    wan     but    twenty-seven 
veius  of   ii;4(j,    this   honor  conferred  on   him   was  signal  testimony 
to   his  statesmanlike  (lualities,  and    may    be    regarded    as     among 
the   btei)s   leading  him  .from  the  pulpit  to  the  office  of  Governor. 

During    his    pastorate   he    was  called  upnu  several  times   to 
perform     c?vil    oliices     for    the    colony.       Thus    iu    lO'ja,    (he    last 
Wednesdiiy   of  February  was  appointed  as  a  day  of  public  thanks- 
giving to  (Jod  for  "the  restoration  of  peace  to  the  English  Nation, 
and  the  success  and  safe  return  of  our  agent  ;   and  the  llev.    :\Ir, 
I  Timothy  1   Woodbridge  and   Mr.  Saitonstall  are  desired  to  draw  a 
bill    for   that    end."     [Colonial  Records   lOKD-llOr.,  p.   -240.       The 
return,  here  spoken    of,    of   Mv.    Winthrop    is    the    same    as    that 
referred  to  in  a  letter  quoted  above.  |      In   1700,  Mr.    :<altoustall. 
with    llev.   Abraham  Pierson  and   Kev.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  was 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  "for  composing  the  ditlerences 
hi    Haddum."     The  report  of  this  committee  was  adopted    [ibid  p. 
;t2'.).  I      In  lt'«'.>T  he  was  designated  with  :\[ajor  (ieneral    Fitz-Johu 
winthrop  and  Major  Jonathan   Sellick,   on    behalf  of  the    General 
Assembly,    to   wait    up.)n  the   Earl  of  Bellemont.  on  his  arrival  in 
New  York,  "in  the  name  of  the  Governor,  Council  and  Representa- 
tives  of    this   colony,    to    congratulate    the    happy    arrival   of   his 
Excellency  "      [ibid    p.  238.]     To  these  incidents  in  the  life  of  this 
pastor  is  to  be  added  the  fact,  already  referred  to,  that  in  1G07  he 
was  ap]3ointed  to   preach  the  election  sermon,  which  was  delivered 
T^Iay  13.     It  seems    to    have    been    a   production    of  considerable 
power,    as    copies    of   it  were   "divided  to  the    several    counties, 
proportionably     according  to    the  lists   of  the    several    counties." 
These    incidents,    not    common    to    the   life    and    experience     .f  a 
clergyman,  show  how  naturally  he   was  drawn   into  active  pirtici- 
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jxitioii  in  public  affjiiiH.  Tlio  Hon.  Fitz-lolin  Wintlirop,  an  we.  Iiavo 
seen,  was  liis  friend  and  parisliioiior.  His  relations  to  .Mr. Wintlirop, 
both  while  lu!  was  niaj.,nKt rate,  arid  <,'overnor,  ])r()iif:lit  Mr.  SalfonHtall 
into  ininiediate  knowled^'e  of  colonial  afVairs  Upon  the  election 
of  Mr.  Winthrop  to  the  oflice  of  ^njvernor,  in  Iti'.^H,  Mr.  Saltonstall 
wrote  to  liini,  "the  election  of  this  day  hath  })een  conclude<l 
with  tlie  joyful  acclamations  of  all  the  people  that  your  lienor  haih 
this  GovernnuMit  devolved  into  your  hands" 

This  leads  to  a  second  fact  which  naturally  explains  the  action 
of  the  General  Assembly  in  choosinj^  him  to  the  first  ofVice  of  the 
colony.  Kroni  the  time  when  he  became  pastor  of  the  First 
Church,  till  the  })eace  of  Utrcclit  in  17 1  :i,  there  were  constant 
ditticulties  M'itli  the  Indians,  who  were  set  on  by  the  French.  In 
his  capacit}'  as  a  military  officer,  as  a  iiuviistrate,  and  after  iriDS  as 
jjfoveiuor,  Fitz-John  Winthrop  was  active  in  all  thf.se  warlike 
demonstrations.  His  relations  to  his  distiii^niished  piirishioner 
would  naturally  give  the  young  pastor  a  more  than  common 
insight  into  affairs.  \\'hile  Mr.  Wintlirop  was  at  Albany,  in  Iti'JO, 
Afr.  Saltonstall  wrote  t(j  him,  July  17,  of  the  appearance  of  strange 
vessels  off  Fisher's  Island,  which  was  then  the  property  of  ^Ir. 
Winthrop.  These  vessels  were  flying  the  Fnglish  colois.  They 
came  u]>  the  river  as  far  as  ^lamacoke.  The  next  day  they  put 
out  the  French  colors.  They  were  fired  uj)on  from  the  sliore,  and 
retreated  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  Seven  days  later  Mr- 
Saltonstall  wrote  to  General  Winthrop  of  an  attack  made  upon  the 
town  by  this  same  tleet.  The  letter  opens  as  follows  :  "I  doubt 
not  but  your  honor  hath  received  a  letter  of  mine,  bearing  date 
the  17th  inst.,  that  being  the  diiy  wherein  the  enemy  ujade  an 
attack  upon  this  jilace."  He  continues,  "there  liatli  been  pro])osal 
made  (as  I  take  it  by  ^lajor  Palmes)  concerning  a  beacon  to  be 
placed  on  Mount  Prospect,  on  your  island,  and  that  watch  and 
ward  be  kept  there,  which  I  would  desire  your  judgment  of,  if 
you  think  meet." 

Six  years  later,  August  0,  IfiiXI,  he  writes  to  ]\Ir.  Winthrop, 
who  in  IG'.tO  had  been  appointed  "]\[ajor  General  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  land  army"  [Trumbull  Vol.  l,p.  4'.)2,]  "you  have 
been  long  looked  for  here,  and  the  news  of  the  French  tleet 
designed  upon  this  coast  made  nie  think  you  would  be  here  to  lake 
some  order  about  Fisher's  Island.  If  t!ie  French  Heet  intend  fiir 
New    York   (which    may,  I  think,  be  supposed,)  that  island  will  lie 


conveniently  for  tli(;ni."  Two  liuudiod  yearn  ii<(o.  aw  now,  I'i.slier'H 
Island  was  tlioiijj;lit  to  1)(j1<1  the  k<;y  io  the  entrance  of  New  York 
harbor. 

Tlies<!  exlraclH  from  a  Honiewhut  v(jliiininoii.s  correHiJondence. 
.sliow  that  the  wisdom,  jiulj^'nienl  and  Hiatesnifuiship  of  Mr.  Sultoii- 
stall,  while  yet  pastor,  were  olt(Mi  ealhid  into  active  H<,'rsice  in 
pul)lic  alTairs.  After  Kitz-.Iohn  Winthroj)  was  made  governor  iu 
KliKS,  this  was  even  more  true,  lor  Palfrey  says,  in  his  history  of 
New  Knyland,  that  (ioveruor  Winthrop  was  so  disabled  by  gout 
durin*,^  the  last  of  his  administration  that  most  of  liis  ollicial  corre- 
sj)oiidenee  was  conducted  by  his  friend  atid  pastor,  Gurthm 
Saltonstall.  The  editor  of  the  Wiuthrop  Pajjers  [sixth  sc-ries,  \o\. 
Ill,  Part  r».  p.  411 J  says,  "It  is  true  that  his  health  had  long  been  u 
good  deal  impaired,  aud  for  this  reason  he  more  than  once  desired 
to  be  relieved  of  the  governoi'ship,  but  the  people  of  Connecticut 
were  unsvillinj;'  that  he  should  retire.  It  is  also  true  that  he  had 
grown  to  place  much  reliance  on  the  wisdom  an<l  capacity  of 
8altonstall,  who  was  not  only  his  intimate  friend  and  neighbor, 
but     the    pastor  of  the  church  in  which  he  worshipped." 

This  brings  us  to  speak  of  a  third  fact,  which  helps  to  explain 
the  choice  of  him  as  governor  of  the  colony.  Governor  Wiuthrop 
went  to  l>(jston  to  attend  the  second  marriage  of  his  brother,  Wait 
Still  Wiuthrop,  November  IS,  1707.  While  there  he  was  seized 
with  the  fatal  illness  which  termiinitcd  in  his  death,  .N'ovemiier  27. 
As  was  his  custom,  he  left  his  affairs  in  the  hands  of  .Mr.  Saltonstall, 
as  governor  y.»rc» /t'//i.  At  the  death  of  Mr.  Wiuthrop  the  manage- 
ment of  public  matters  was  in  his  hands,  for  Pobert  Treat,  who 
was  deputy  governor,  was  advanced  iu  years.  His  increiisiug 
infirmities  were  good  reasons  why  he  should  no  longer  hold  the 
reins  of  ollicial  power.  Therefore,  on  the  death  of  CJovernoi  Win- 
throp  he  summoned  the  General  Assembly  to  New  Haven  to  choose 
a  successor  in  the  gubernatorial  otHce.  December  17,  1707  that 
body  convened.  To  whom  would  their  thoughts  more  uaturallv 
turn  than  to  the  man  who  was  acting  as  governor  at  that  very 
moment,  and  whose  experience  in  public  affairs  fitted  him  to 
hold  the  place  as  the  choice  of  his  jieers  V  But  the  law  of  the  colon}' 
then  required  "that  the  governor  should  always  be  chosen  out  of  a 
list  of  niagistrates  nominated  at  the  preceding  election."  But 
.Mr.  Saltonstall  was  not  in  nomination,  and  therefore  was  by 
statute  ineligible.     But  at  the  special  session  .Ian.  1,  17U8,  th's  law 
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wiiH  ro|HMilo(l,  iiH  wo  liave  s(!Oii,  l>y  tlK;  IVjllowing  vote  :  "tliiH  AsHtm- 
bly  dotli  now  koo  cuiise  to  vcpfiJil  tliut  \>nvi  of  said  l;iw,  and  it  is 
horebv  r(!poiiUMl"  ho  that  lutroafter  "tlio  H<'V(;ral  froomcn  in  tlu; 
respective  towiiH  liav<;  lil)(nty  to  <;hoos<>  for  the  governor  ami 
deputy  <j[overnoi',  where  they  see  cause,  of  all  or  any  of  the  free- 
men within  thin  colony.''  [('olonial  Uecfnds,  1 70<",-17l  ('»,  p.  H'J.J 
The  following'  appears  among  tiie  (.'olonial  Kecords  [  1  TOG- 
IT  It),  p.  :{'.)|  :  "January  the  first,  17t)S.  Tiie  lion.  (Jurdoii 
Saltonstall,  Escj.,  declared  his  acceptance  of  the  place  of  governor, 
whcreuuto  he  was  chosen  by  this  Asse.sjbly,  and  the  (loveruor's 
oath,  by  law  required,  was  administered  to  him,  according  to  the 
order  of  this  Assembly,  by  persons  thereunto  ajjpointed  ;  and  the 
oath  in  siudi  case  required  by  A(;t  of  Parliament,  respecting  trade 
and  navigation."  In  May  of  this  year,  1708,  he  was  chosen 
governor  by  the  votes  of  the  peoi>le.  In  tlie  Colonial  Records 
appears  the  following  :  "tlie  persons  appointed  and  sworn  for  the 
service,  having  received,  sorted  and  co"'  ^ed  the  votes  exhibited, 
declare  as  follows,  viz  :  Tiie  Honora..  jn  Saltonstall,  Esq.,  is 

chosen  (Joveruor  of  this  colony  for  l\\^  e.. baling  year.''  Thus  he 
became  governor  by  the  will  of    the  people. 

Mr.  Saltonstall  did  not  enter  upon  his  official  life,  nor  did  he 
continue  in  it,  without  opposition.  His  administration,  as  we  shall 
see,  hud  to  deal  with  religious  questions;  with  the  boundary  con- 
troversies which  had  perplexed  previous  administrations;  with -the 
military  movements  of  the  French  and  Indian  War;  with  the 
financial  problems  which  the  exp(!nses  of  the  war  and  the  narrow 
resources  of  the  colony  made  all  the  more  difficult  of  solution,  and 
which  had  to  be  met  by  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit.  lie  was 
ai)pointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia  of  the  colony  when  he 
was  chosen  governor.  In  May,  171 1,  he  Avas  iq)pointe(l  judge  of 
the  superior  court.  The  times  demanded  a  strong  hand  at  the 
helm.  The  colony  found  it  in  his  hand.  The  pressure  of  duty  was 
constantly  on  him.  His  uniform  presence  at  his  post,  when  official 
duty  called  him,  shows  that  he  avt>ided  no  responsibility. 

But  let  us  attend  to  some' of  the  details  of  a  somewhat  lemark- 
able  official  life.  One  of  the  first,  and  not  the  least  memorable 
events  of  his  administration,  was  the  famous  Synod  of  Saybrook, 
called  by  order  of  the  Governor  and  the  (Veneral  Asseml)ly,  and 
which  produced  that  veuernhle  document,  the  Saybrook  Platform. 
Proposals  for  a  scheme  of  government  by  "a  classical  power  above 
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the  cliiuc'lu's,''  had  heoii  iiiiule  and  defeated.  On  tlie  I'Mh  of  May, 
nus,  the  (ieiieral  Asscinbly  of  tlie  cohxiy,  ou  aceoiint  (jf  "ih^fects  of 
tlie  disciiiliiie  of  the  cliincheH  of  this  governrn<;iit,  ariHiu^'  from  the 
want  ofa  more  exi)licit  aSKiU'tin^''  of  tlie  rulen  ^iven  lor  that  end  in 
the  holy  scriptures,''  and  for  the  "glory  of  Christ  our  head,'' ordered 
tliat  the  several  ministers  of  the  churches  should  meet,  by 
pi-evionsly  apijointed  delegates,  'at  Saybrooke,  at  the  next  com- 
nieneemeut  to 'be  held  there,"  to  prepare  a  "form  (;f  ecclesiastical 
discipline"  to  '  be  oilered  to  this  court  at  their  next  session  at  New 
Haven  iu  October  next,  to  be  considered  and  confirmed  by  them.'' 
The  result  was  the  Saybrook  Synod,  which  met  September  1),  1708, 
at  that  place,  which  was  at  that  time  the  seat  of  Yale  college,  and 
whicii  i)rei)ared  that  venerable  document  already  referred  to, 
known  as  the  Saybrook  Pl;di\)rni.  This  was  presented  to  the 
(jieneral  Assembl""  as  ordered  by  that  body,  and  the  following  vote 
was  passed,  Oct^.'■^<n  '7.08:  '"This  Assembly  do  declare  their  great 
approbation  of  sVich  a  happy  agreement,  and  do  ordain  that  all  the 
churches  within  this  government  that  are  or  ^hall  be  thus  united 
in  doctrine,  worship  and  discipline,  l)e,  and  For  the  future  shall  be 
owned  and  acknowledged  established  by  law;  provided,  always, 
that  nothing  herein  shall  b(5  intended  or  construed  to  hinder  or 
prevent  any  society  or  church  that  is  or  shall  be  allowed  by  the 
laws  of  this  government,  who  soberly  ditfer  or  dissent  from  the 
united  churches  hereby  established,  from  exercising  worship  and 
discipline  iu  their  own  way,  according  to  their  consciences."'  This 
vote  wiisin  accord  with  the  ecclesiastical  spirit  of  tlie  Governor,  and 
I  may  say  of  the  times.  A  church,  in  some  way  connected  with 
the  state,  was  the  thing.  Ecclesiastical  questions  were  settled  by 
the  Colonial  Legislature.  Pastors  were  called  by  vote  of  the  town. 
]Jut  iu  this  case  the  state  churches  were  Congregational,  and  all 
others  were  dissenters;  a  privilege  assured  to  them,  as  will  be 
seen,  by  the  vote  just  cjuoted. 

It  was  during  the  administration  of  (lovernor  Saltonstall  that 
Vale  (.\)llege,  which  had  been  domiciled  at  Saylirook,  was  tiually 
established  at  New  Haven,  by  act  of  the  General  Assembly. 
This  was  not  brought  about  without  controversy.  John  Winthrop 
wrote  to  his  father,  Wait  Still  Winthrop,  October  2i,  1717,  "There 
is  great  disturbance  in  the  colon}"^  about  the  college.  The  last  year 
Mr.  Stonington  Noyes  was  violent  for  keeping  it  at  Saybrooke,  or  else 
they  should  lose  the  old  Governor's  legacy  to  it,  but  since  his  so_i 
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i8  settled  in  ]Mr.  Pierpont's  place  iiiul  Iioiihc,  [  Mi'.  Pierpont  was  one 
of  the  orii^iiiiil  truHtees,  and  was  pastor  of  tlie  Firnt  Cliurcli  in  New 
Haven]   he  has  without  leave  or  order  from  the  AsseniMy  or  truH- 
tees,  moved  it  to  Now  Haven,  and  ordered  a  huildinjij  to  he  erectcil 
for  the  purpose,  which  is  almost  finisluMl."     That   this   voiiii^'   niiin 
was  wron^f  appears  from  the  fact  that  at  a  meeting'  of  the  IrusteeK, 
held  at  Saybrook  April  4,  171('>,  it  was  i)ractically  decided  to  move 
the  college  from  that  town.     On  I  lie  I'ith  of  September  commence- 
ment was   held    there,  and     the    trnstecss    adjourned    to    meet-  at 
New  Haven  on  the  Hth  of  October.     This  was  the  first  meeting'  ut 
New  Haven,  and  the  trustees  voted  that  "considering  the  diOirul- 
ties  of  continuing  the  collegiate  school  at  Saybroohe,  and  that  New 
Haven  is  a   convenient  place   for  it,   for    which    the    most   liberal 
donations  are  given,  the  trustees  ;igrce  to  remove  the  said  school 
from  Sayl)rooko  to  New  Haven,  and  it  is  now  settled  at  New  Haven 
accordingly."      This  vote,  which  was  passed  October  17,  ITHI,  was 
declared    legal    by  the   upjier    house,    at    the    October    session    of 
1717.     The  commencement  of  that  3'ear  was  held  at  New  Haven  in 
Se])tember.     The   prompt    action   of    the  upper  house,   conlirmin^ 
the  action  of  the  trustees  the  year  before  (17 10),  was  due,  in    ))art 
at  least,  to  the  inllueuce  of  (rovernor  Saltonstall,  who  favoretl  the 
establishujent  of  the   college   at    New    Haven.     Tlie    vote,   at    the 
October  session  (17J7),  which  advised  the  trustees  "to   proceed  iu 
that   at^air,    and   to  finish  the  house  which  they  have  built  at   New 
Haven   for   the    entertainment    of    the   scholars   belonging  to  the 
collegiate    school,"    prevailed   by   thirty-six   votes.     This   vote  was 
modified  by  a  vote  to   distribute   one  hundred   pounds  among  the 
iustru(,'tors  of  the  college,  in  the  three  com[)eting  i)hn'es, Weathers- 
field,  Saybrook  and  New  Haven,  "according   to   the   proportion  of 
scholars  under  their  tuition."     At   the  commencement    September 
12,  1718,  held  at  New  Haven,  the  college  was  named  after  its  most 
generous  donor,  ^Ir.  Eliliu  Yale;  his  excellency,  the  Honorable  (Jur- 
don  Saltonstall,  was  ]>reseut,  and  "was  pleased  to  crown  the  public 
exercises  with   an  elegant  Latin   oration,   in  which  he   expatiateJ 
upon  the  happy  state  of  the  college,   as  fixed    at  New   Haven,   and 
endowed  with  so  many  benefactions.     He    particularly    celebrateil 
the  generosity  of  Governor  Vale,  with  peculiar  respect  and  honor  " 
On  the  9th  of  October  the  same  year  (17  IH),  the  General  As.sf^mbly 
passed  a  vote  finally  settling  all   controversy,   and   established   the 
college  in  the  town  where  the  vote  of  the  trustees  had  fixed  it  two 
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years  before.  ( ioveiiior  SMltonstull  si^MUHl  the  net;  and  a  letter,  iu 
which  both  houses  of  tlie  (iciicnil  Asseinl)ly  concurred,  was  sent  to 
Mv.  Yule  "on  behalf  of  the  (iovernor  and  ci^nij>any,"  "rendering' 
hiiii  thanks  for  his  {generous  donation  (or  the  collef,'e,  which 
aiiioiinted  in  all  to  nearly  .l'5()0.  Thus  (Wnernor  Sallonst. ill's 
administration  was  idenlilied  with  an  educational  movement  (;f  far- 
reacdiinjf  imiiortance,  whose  influence  was  to  be  felt  to  tlie 
remotest  generations.  He  hud  a  consi)i(;uous  hand  in  layiu"-  the 
foundations  of  one  of  the  foremost  uiiiversiti(;s  not  only  of  this,  but 
of  all  lands 

livery  colony  had  a  representative  at  court.  During,'  much  of 
the  administration  of  (iovernor  Salstonstall  Sir  Henry  Ashurst, 
who  seems  to  have  succeeded  Fitz-John  W'inthrop,  acted  in  that 
caiKicity.  As  early  as  1700  he  wrote  to  AVait  Winthrop  from  Lon- 
don, lYbruary  5  :  "  I  iiad  yi)urs  with  the  encdosed  bills  of  exchau^'e 
for  -Jou  pounds,  to  enable  me  the  service  of  the  Couuecticut  Colony 
as  their  u<,reut  here."  In  170(),  at  the  October  session,  the  General 
Asse]iibly  voted  to  accept  and  pay  a  bill  of  i'^TO  New  England  money 
drawn  by  him  for  services  rendered  and  obligations  assumed.  To 
him,  therefore,  all  addresses  to  the  cro\\n  were  sent;  all  claims 
were  presented  through  him  ;  all  petitions  to  the  crown  were  pre- 
sented by  him  ;  he  acted  for  the  colony  in  defence  of  the  charter, 
which  was  assailed  by  men  like  Andros  and  Dudley  who  were  am- 
bitious to  govein  New  England.  An  exception  appears,  however, 
to  l)e  made  m  a  single  case,  in  which  (iovernor  .Salstonstall  was  de- 
sired, by  the  (ieneral  Assembly,  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  colony, 
m  the  matter  of  "the  address  drawn  up  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
.several  governors  at  the  congress  at  Rehoboth  in  this  present 
month,"  (October.  1710.)  The  address  was  a  memorial  to  the 
(^leen,  urging  an  armed  descent  upon  Nova  Scotia.  In  a  letter 
dated  New  London,  January  ^50,  1T09,  Governor  Saltonstall  wrote  to 
Sir  Henry  Ashurst,  'T  sent  your  honor  a  memorial  relatinii-  to  the 
controversy  between  this  Government  and  Massachusetts,  about 
the  dividing  line."  On  the  same  date  the  Governor  wrote  to  the 
Colonial  agent,  describing  a  forced  march  of  one  thousand  men, 
under  Colonel  William  Whiting,  into  Hampshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  repel  a  threatened  attack  of  Indians,  asking  aid  of 
the  home  government  to  meet  the  necessary  expense  of  this  expe- 
dition which  amounted  to  at  least  I'iU.ODO. 

This  properly  brings  us  to  note  the  poverty  of  the  colony  at 
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this  tinio.  Its  iij^eut  ofton  I'duikI  it  dilTiciilt  t<j  iiut  jjay  for  lii- 
sei'vices.  There  was  no  iiiniK^y  in  the  rrjloniul  troiisiiiy.  .•^ovr-nil 
tiiiioH  resort  was  had  to  the  issuinj^  of  bills  of  credit,  to  tlie  amount 
of  £:5;5,f)()U.  However,  provision  was  made  for  calhng  tliem  in  bo 
that  in  17115  only  i^'20,0U0  were  in  circulation.  In  paynicnt  of  taxes 
they  were  worth  5  per  cent,  preininm;  in  jiaynient  of  all  otiier  hills 
tlu^y  were  money  at  par  value.  Sir  tliiiiry  Ashnrst  wrote  February 
13,  lUO,  complaining  that  l)ills  amonntiiif,' to  C\\)-l  ha.l  not  bei.-n 
paid.  On  the  same  date  he  wrote  to  Ivev.  Increase  Mather  of 
Boston,  askinj^'  him  to  write  to  (loveriior  Saltonstall,  ur<,Mn<,'  him 
(the  (Jov.)  to  accept  his  (Ashurst's)  bills,  and  to  send  the  money  to 
Boston,  that  he  had  drawn  on  them,  iind  they  hml  ])romisetl  to  pay. 
These  items,  which  are  but  examples,  show  the  financial  ditliculties 
which  multiplied  about  the  administratiou  of  Governor  Saltonstall. 
Nevertheless  Connecticut  paid  its  bills. 

The  boundary  disputes,  already  alhuh'd  to,  with  tlie  adjiiceut 
colonics  were  another  S(nirce  of  perplexity  and  disijuiet  during,'  Mr. 
Saltonstall's  administratiou.  These  troubles  had  C(.>me  over  from  the 
l)revious  administration.  As  early  as  l(j8;J  an  agreement  had  been 
entered  into,  as  to  a  boundary  line  between  (Jonnec^iicut  and  New 
York.  On  the  28th  of  i\[arch,  1700,  King  William  confirmed  this 
agreement.  New  York  neglected  to  run  her  line  ;  accordingly  a 
committee  was  appointed  by  Connecticut,  in  1710,  at  the  Octolier 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  adjust  the  boundary  line 
"  according  to  the  establishment  thereof  made  hy  his  late  majesty. 
King  William  the  Tliird,  of  happy  memory,  in  council,  the  28th  (hiy 
of  March,  A.  D.  1700."  The  final  settlement  of  the  dispute  was 
not  made  till  I\Iay  14,  Uol.  [Trumbull,  \'ol.  I,  p.  422.]  There  were 
votes  relative  to  this  question  at  nearly  every  ses.sion  of  the  colonial 
legislature  from  the  time  when  i\Ir.  Saltonstall  assumed  his  utHce 
till  his  deatli  in  1724. 

The  hoiintlaiy  line  between  Connecticut  and  ^lassachusetts  was 
also  in  dispute  ;  and  the  controversy  between  these  colonies, 
became,  often,  a  quarrel  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective 
states,  in  the  border  towns  as  to  the  ownership  of  property.  This 
was  true  particularly  of  the  towns  of  Windsor  and  Suflield.  This 
controversy  was  also  a  legacy  t'roin  the  preceding  century  and 
administration.  However,  "upon  the  l-Uh  of  .Inly,  1713,  commis- 
sioners fully  empowered  from  each  of  the  colonies,  came  tr.  an 
agreement  which  was   adopted   by  each    court."      The   vote  c  i    the 
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C(Jiii)('cti(uit  Assembly  sets  forth  that  the  iiistnuueiit  jclatiiig  to 
the  l)()mi(hiiy  line,  liaviiij?  l)eeu  "sijjueil  with  the  hiiiids  uiid  sealed 
with  the  seals  of  all  the  aforesaid  coiiniiissiouers,  which  iiistruiueut 
being  pieseiit(!(l  to  tliis  Assoinhl}'.  was  read  and  a)<]jroved,  latilied 
and  conliimed  "  The  th-cision  ;:^ave  to  tliis  eolony  1U7,7'J3  acres 
as  an  eqnivalent  to  the  encioachment  of  ^lassachusetts  upon  its 
territory.  "'J'he  whole,''  says  'rrumbull,  -'was  sold  in  sixteen  shares, 
in  ITKi,  for  the  sum  of  ClJs:}  New  England  currency.  Tlie  niouey 
was  applied  to  the  use  of  the  college."  This  was  but  about  a 
tarthing  an  acre,  and  sln)ws,  lirst,  how  small  the  value  of  hind  was 
then,  and  second,  that  the  expense  to  the  original  settlers  of 
purchasing  these  lands  from  the  Indians,  and  of  defending  them, 
was  live  or  ten  times  their  value.      [Trumbull,  \'(j1.  I,  p.  471.  | 

The  Rhode  Island  boundary  came  up  f(jr  discussion  at  the  -May 
session  of  the  Assembly,  ni4.  Commissioners  were  aijjjointcd  to 
have  the  matter  in  charge.  But  tor  some  reason  action  was  sus- 
pended f(U'  four  or  live  years,  ('ertain  men  of  lihode  Island  laid 
claim  to  lands  in  Voluutown.  In  cousetiuence  of  this  chiim  the 
boundary  (juestion  came  up  again.  William  Pilkiu,  and  John 
riumbe,  a  surveyor  of  New  London  county,  and  such  others  as 
might  be  necessary,  were  appointed  commissioners  to  take  the 
matter  in  charge.  The  line  was  run  April  12,  1720.  At  the 
October  session  of  that  year  the  Assembly  [massed  the  following 
resolution  :  "That  proper  acknowledgements,  to  be  made  to  the 
honorable  Gt)veruor  for  his  great  pains,  industry,  wisdom  and 
prudence,  improved  in  that  alfair  concerning  the  line  between 
this  colony  and  Rhode  Island."  However,  the  line  was  not  linallv 
agreed  upon  till  Septend)cr  27,  1728.  IVumbull  says,  "No  colouv, 
perhajjs  had  over  a  better  right  to  the  lauds  comprised  in  its 
original  patent  than  Connecticut,  yet  none  has  heeu  more  unfortu- 
nate with  respect  to  the  loss  of  territory."  [Vol.  I,  p.  473.]  Long 
Island,  which  was  part  of  the  tract  ceded  by  llobi-rt.  Earl  of 
Warwick,  March  10,  lt)3I,  to  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  and  ten  others, 
and  was  included  in  the  Connecticut  colony,  was  given  up,  by  the 
Assembly,  to  New  York,  out  of  deference  to  the  Duke  of  York,  to 
whom  Charles  the  Second  "granted  a  great  part  of  the  lauds 
contained  within  its  (Connecticut's)  original  limits,"  "for  fear  of 
otTending  those  royal  personages,  and  losing  their  (the  colony's) 
charter.'"  [Trumbull,  Vol.  I,p  473.  ]  The  colony  also  lost  consideral)1e 
territory   on    the    north    and   east,    as  well   as  the  inlands  along  the 


coast.  "IikIcc'cI,"  ku^s  Tiumlmll,  •'(.(Hisidoiiug  the  *;Jietiii».-H  iiiid 
ditlicuttieH  with  wliicli  tlu}  liiul  to  couibut,  it  is  uiliniiabio  tliut  tliey 
retiiiuecl  so  much  tenit-ji y,  and  so  nobly  dct'ciulod  thcii'  just  ri^^lifn 
and  liberties."  In  all  these  transactions  durin;::  his  adiuinistrafitjii, 
the  hand  of  (iovernor  Saltoiistali  was  seen,  as  tht;  voti;  of  tlie 
Assembly  declares. 

Another  of  the  i)er])lexin;^  problems  whirli  tiie  coli»iiy  ■\vasealleil 
upon  to  lace,  Wiis  the  adjustment  ol'claims  made  to  lanils  b}'  (Jwiineco 
and  the  jMohe^ans.  The  case  was  bef(jre  a  court,  known  as 
l)udley's  court,  from  the  fact  that  Joseph  Dudley,  (loveinor  of 
.Massachusetts,  the  sworn  enemy  of  this  culuny,  was  its  jjiesideiit. 
The  claims  of  Owaneco  were  of  course  but  unjustly  gi;int(;d,  ;ind  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  New  J.cmdon,  known  as  .Massapeiifj,  a 
liirge  tract  lyinjj;  in  l^yme  and  Colchester,  and  also  tracts  in 
Windham,  Plaintield,  Lebanon  and  Cinterbury,  were  made  over  ti> 
the  claimants,  and  the  colony  was  oiihned  to  pay  a  bill  of  dTi), 
l'2s,  l)d.  Trumlmll  says,  "thus  a  cause  of  such  magnitude,  in 
which  the  essential  interests  of  a  whole  colony  and  the  fortunes  o( 
liuudreds  of  individuals  were  coiicc mod,  was  cariieil  wholly  by 
intrigue  and  the  grossest  misrepresentations."  This  action  was 
taken  in  1705,  but  upon  petition  of  the  colony  the  case  was 
reopened,  and  a  counuissiou  of  review  was  appointed.  '''I"he  alVair 
was  kept  in  agitation  nearly  seventy  years.  It  was  alway.s,  upon  a 
legid  hearing,  determined  in  favor  of  the  ct)lony.  The  final  decis- 
ion was  b_\  King  (K'orge  111,  in  c-ouncil."  |Triiuibidl,  \'ol.  I,  p. 
-14'.).)  Thus  it  was  settled  that  the  title  of  the  lands  in  disj)ute  was 
in  the  colony  of  ('onnectic\it.  It  was  further  decided  by  the 
conunissit)n  that  the  Indians  had  l)een  deajt  with  fairly  and  justly 
and  with  "much  humanity."  This  decision  of  I7i:>  p^ricks  the 
bubl)lo  which  the}'  have  blown  up,  who  seidc  to  make  out  a  case 
of  cruelty. towards  the  Indians  on  the  part  of  the  Puritan  white 
settlers. 

These  disputes  were  part  of  the  persistent  and  .systennxtic 
etiorts  of  men  like  Joseph  Dudley  and  Edmund  Andros,  to  take 
away  from  Connecticut  her  royal  charter.  This  instrument  was 
granted  April  '20,  HU)"2,  by  King  Charles  II.  It  conlirmed  to  the 
colony  "the  whole  tract  of  country  granted  b}'  King  Charles  the 
First  unto  the  Earl  of  Warwick,"  in  the  year  l(i.>0,  and  by  him 
ceded  the  next  year  to  Sir  Kichard  Saltonstall  and  others. [Trumbull 
W)].    I,   p.    23'.).]       Various  efforts  were  made  at  ditVerent  times  to 
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t.iko  iiway  tills  cliivrter.  Thus  Ocfobcr  ol ,  l('iS7,  Sir  Kiliiinml  Andros 
HssuintMl  the  j^ovonmient  of  tlie  colony,  in  tho  n;uiie  of  ihr;  King, 
.Iiiiii(;s  II,  iiiid  !um('\fMl  ir,  to  Ma.ssiioliUHetts.  Thu.s,  iJeceiuber  22, 
ir.S(;,  he  wrote  to  (governor  Ticjit  :  "1  am  coniinandcd  and 
nutlidiizod  hy  his  Miijosty,  at  my  arrival  in  tlie.se  parts,  to  receive  in 
his  name,  the  surrender  of  your  charter,  (if  tendered  by  you)  and 
to  talie  you  into  my  present  ciire  and  cliarji;e.''  The  cohmists  weie 
not  to  be  disposed  of  in  this  suinniai-y  v.ay.  While  the  Assendjl}' 
were  debatin^^  whether  to  suriendf-r  the  cliarter,  whicli  was  lying 
ui)on  tlie  table  where  the  Assembly  were  sitting,  the  lights  were 
sudileidy  extinguisheil,  and  when  they  were  relighted  the  charter 
had  disa])peared.  One  Captain  .Iosej)h  AVadsworth  had  secretly  and 
silently  carried  it  away  and  hiilden  it  in  the  hollow  of  an  oak, 
known  to  fame  from  that  time  as  the  Charter  Oak.  At  the  .May 
session  of  the  (lencral  Assembly  in  ITlo,  the  following  vote  ajipears, 
•'Upon  consideration  of  tlu;  faithful  and  good  service  of  (,';i[)tain 
Joseph  ^\'adsworth,  of  Hartford,  es})ecially  iu  securing  the  du|)li- 
cate  charter  iu  a  very  troublesome  season  when  our  constitution 
was  struck  at,  and  in  safely  keeping  and  preserving  the  same  ever 
since  unto  tliis  day,  this  Assembly'  do,  as  a  token  of  their  grateful 
resentment  of  such,  his  faithful  and  good  service,  grant  him  out  of 
the  colony  treasury  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings."  This  bill  tinall}' 
became  law,  and  therefore  must  have  received  the  signature  of 
Governor  Saltonstall.    [Colonial  Records,  170()-1710,  p.  507.] 

An  eflbrt  was  also  made  before  Tarliament  October  '27,  171 2, 
to  vacate  the  charter.  According  to  instructions  from  the  Gov- 
ernor (Saltonstall)  and  Council,  Sir  Henry  Ashurst  defended  the 
colony's  rights  successfully.  The  colony  was  in  so  sore  financial 
straits  that  the  Council  were  constrained  to  accept  the  otter  of 
Gt-vernor  Saltonstall  to  give  the  colony  credit  in  England  upon  his 
own  account.  These  attempts  to  merge  this  colony  iu  some 
other,  and  to  take  away  its  charter,  show  the  stubborn,  and  withal 
successful  light  for  existence  which  Connecticut  was  makini;  during 
the  administration  of  Governor  Saltonstall.  At  the  October 
session  of  the  Assembl}',  in  1718,  it  was  voted  'that  the  secretary 
draw  out  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  this  government  and  transmit 
the  same,  as  soon  as  he  can,  to  the  printer,  who  is  ordered  to 
imprint  the  same,  and  take  off  at  least  two  hundred  copies  thereof 
for  the  use  of  the  irdiabitaiits  of  this  colony."  At  the  sessi.m  in 
May,  1720,  it  was  voted  to  pay  Timothy  Cireen,  of  New   Luuden, 
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C-1,  :}s,  Sd,,  for  ])iiniin^'  tljf;  cliarter.  'I'lii.s  chiirtei',  wiiicli  wus  tliuH 
Hturdily  (lolV^iulcd,  and  wliicli  tlif;  jidiuiniHtiiitioii  of  Oovenior 
Saltoiistall  liaiidcd  down  to  i)OHtority  i'»  n  printed  form,  codtiiinod 
in  force,  a.s  tlu;  lundainontal  law  of  the  state  till  KSlH,  and  was  tlic 
hasiw  of  the  ])reHent  coiiHtihilion. 

The  tinien  weie  stining  and  tuniiiltiions  when  (liirdon  Salton- 
stall  ftssumed  tlie  ehair  of  otllice.  It  was  ihirin*^  tlie  l''rt;ii(di  and 
Indian  war.  'I'here  was  a  runninj^'  li^ht  with  the  Indians,  hrf-nkin;^ 
out  sometimes  into  such  open  violence  as  the  I'etjuot  war  in  the 
hist  half  of  tlie  17th  centur^y.  'i^he  colonists  were  k(;pt  in  a  state  of 
continual  unrest.  French  vessels  frcMjuently  aj)peare<l  in  theSiund 
and  threatened  the  coast.  At  one  time  at  least  New  ]jondon  was 
tired  upon.  Two  or  three  times  between  Yi'MO  and  17 Ki  Connecticut 
was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops  for  expeditions  against  (,'anada 
^[is9  Caulkins  says,  "Kxpeditions  against  Canada  formed  a  n:iarked 
feature  of  the  colonial  histoiy  of  New  JOughvnd."  On  one  occa.sion 
this  colony  furnished  ;350  men.  In  May,  170'.),  (Joveruor  Saltonstall 
wrote  to  Sir  Uenr}'  Ashurst  that  the  (Queen's  (Anne)  order  had  been 
received,  to  join  Massachusetts  with  ^00  men,  and  proceed  against 
Canada,  and  that  these  men  had  l-een  raised  according  to  Her 
^lajesty's  instructions''  These  enterprises  were  of  frequent 
occurrence,  and  consumed  the  resources  of  the  cuuniry  witliout 
compensation.  During  the  year  1711  French  vessels  appeared  ou 
the  coast,  and  kept  the  i:)eople  in  a  state  of  constant  apprehension. 
During  the  same  year  French  aml)assadors  visiteil  Ciovernor 
Saltonstall  at  his  home  in  New  London;  for  what  purpose  does 
not  appear.  In  1712  Covernor  Saltonstall  carried  out  the  suggest- 
ion which  he  had  made  to  Fitz-John  W'inthrop  in  IG'JO,  and  erected 
a  beacon  on  the  west  end  of  Kisher's  Island,  and  placed  a  guard 
there  to  prevent  surprise  by  the  French  privateers  which  infested 
the  coast,  and  did  considerable  damage  to  tiie  shipping  of  New- 
Condon,  and  threatened  New  York. 

Thus  for  the  first  live  years  of  his  administration  Governor 
Saltonstall  was  as  truly  a  war  governor  as  was  Covernor  Bucliiug- 
ham  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Taxes  were  high,  rating  at 
twenty-seven  or  twenty-eii-ht  pence  a  pound.  October  8,- 1713, 
there  were  only  thirty-eight  taxalde  towns  in  the  colony,  and  forty 
sent  delegates.  Forty-live  towns  were  under  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  Connecticut.  The  grand  list  of  the  colony  was  1281,0^3.  Tts 
militia  amounted  to  al)oui   4,()()U  effective  men.      Its  population  was 
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iiliDul  1T,(M)().  ['JViijiil)ull,  \'(»I.  I,  p.  17(i  J  Tlie  liix  of  war  upfjii  so 
•small  a  population  of  sloiider  iiioaiis  iinist  have  \nn'Ai  heavy.  It 
therefore  must  have  l)(u;n  a  clay  of  lejoiciug  when,  Au^'ust  '22,  lll:'>, 
the  (lovcriior  and  Couiieil  were  able  to  ])roelaim  to  tlie  colony  the 
l)eace  of  I'lrei-lil,  which  had  been  signed  by  the  plenipcjtc-Mtiarie.s 
ol  I'ji^dand  and  Fiance  Marcli  DO,  17i."5.  J'lius  live  3ears  oi  the 
aiiuiinistration  of  Ciovernoi'  Haltdiistnll  had  ];een  dinturbed  by  the 
vici.^siludes  of  wai-,  as  well  as  l)y  controversies  with  neighboiing 
citlonies. 

There  were  other  reasons  why  (lovernor  Saltonstall  did  not 
liud  the  gulternatorial  chair  an  easy  one  in  which  to  sit.  The 
()l)positions  of  jealousy,  whicli  a  strong'  man  is  almost  certain  to 
awaken,  added  to  the  ditliciilties  of  the  times,  helped  to  make  tlie 
cushion  on  which  he  sat  anythinj,'  but  a  soft  one.  One  Mr. 
^Vitllerell  writes  of  "evil  njiuded  persons,''  who  were  doing  their 
best  to  Innder  tlic  i)rosperity  of  the  colony.  This  ojipo-sition  was 
such  that  he  seriously  contemplated  refusing  to  continue  in  the 
oHice.  For  a  letter  from  .Sir  Henry  Ashurst,  Avritten  June  '27,  17u!), 
says,  T  pray  let  no  dihcouragements  sutifer  you  to  entertain  a  thoui^ht 
of  leaving-  the  government  (Jod  hath  called  you  to.  ]iy  what  1  Inive 
heard,  there  are  none  to  supply  your  room."  At  the  ^fay  session  of 
171;'),  the  (jieneral  Assembly  passed  a  vote  wliicLi  shows  that  the 
enemies  of  tliis  great  and  good  nn\n  were  still  a^valce  and  active.  The 
vote,  as  recorded  in  the  t'oluuial  llecords  j^^d.  1700-171t).  p.  4'Jl  J 
is  as  follows,  "This  Assembly,  having  made  eucpiiry  after,  and  con- 
sidered the  re})resentatiou  whi(di  the  honorable  (lovernor  made  of 
some  slandi'rous  report,  very  grievous,  supposed  to  be  industriously 
scattered  among  the  people  by  some  ill  minded  and  seditious 
persons,  cannot  understand  the  least  ground  for  any  such  reports — 
do  therefore  desire  the  judges  and  justices  would  take  utmost 
care  for  the  supi>ressing  of  such  ill  ^n-actice  ;  and  do  further  signify 
their  earnest  desire  that  his  honor  would  continue  the  service  of 
Clod  and  his  country  in  the  otlice  whereunto  he  is  elected.''  This 
was  complete  and  triumi)hant  vindication  of  his  honor,  his  2'>urity, 
his  integrity.  lUit  the  most  triumphant  vindication  against  everv 
slander  was  tlie  fact  of  his  yearly  re-election  by  his  fellow  citizens 
from  1708  till  he  died  in  1724.  And  it  is  to  be  remembered  that, 
while  governors  were  appointed  for  other  colonies  b}-  the  crown, 
Connecticut  from  the  first  insisteil  upon  electing,  and  did  elect,  hers 
from  among  her  own  citizens.  So  that  for  sixteen  and  a  half  ^  ears 
]\Ir.   Saltonstall  was  governor  by  the  will  of  the  people. 
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A  niuu  of  lii.s  po.siiivf'_ force  of  cliaifu-tor  couM  not  well  av(.i.l 
exciting  opposition,  if  not  provoking  (;onlli(tt.  .J.^lm  Wintlnop,  -.;ii 
of  AVait  Wintlaoi),  and  ncpliew  of  Fitz-.Iohn  W'intlirop,  allii.lch  t(j 
his  excellcMicy  in  ternis  wliicli  were  disrespectful  and  unjust  1  liiV 
young  man  calls  the  governor  of  Connecticut  "the  great  llogen 
Afogen/'  says  that  he  is  twu-faced,  iiitiniates  that  he  is  a  Judas,  a 
fallen  angel,  and  so  on.  When  it  is  remembered  that  fiovernor 
.Saltonstall  was  an  executoroftlK^.u-ge  estates  of Fitz-JohnWintlirop, 
and  that  tliis  young  man  was  Mr.  Wiiithroi)'s  heir  as  well  as  name- 
sake, we  probably  have  a  clue  to  the  reason  why  the  feelings  of  tlii.s 
im])udent  youngster  were  so  violently  exasperated.  Tiie  injustice  of 
these  inuendoes  against  a  man  wlio  was  always  careful  to  deal 
justly,  who  discharged  all  public  trusts  ccnumitted  to  him  with  the 
utmost  probity,  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  acquainted  with  the 
facts. 

From  the  close  of  the  French  war  in  1713,  the  duties  which  fell 
to  him  were  those  common  to  the  ollice,  and  were  only  such  as  the 
times  would  demand.  He  was  elected  seventeen  times  to  the 
office  of  governor.  He  was  ])resent  at  thirty-six  sessions  of  the 
general  court,  and  at  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  meetings  of  the 
governor  and  council,  which  were  held  at  Hartford,  New  Haven, 
Sayln-ooU  and  New  T.oudon.  As  has  appeared,  he  was  appointed 
commander-in-chief  of  the  colony's  forces  ;  was  ai)pointed  in  ITO'J  to 
represent  the  colony  in  England  ;  was  made  judge  of  the  superior 
court  by  vote  of  the  (Jenoral  Assend)ly;  assisted  at  the  reipust  of 
the  same  body  in  the  revision  of  the  laws  of  the  state  In  short, 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  high  otliee  in  the  most  critical  times 
of  the  colony,  with  the  most  signal  ability,  insomuch  that  his  rare 
executive  qualities  were  recognized  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  He 
was  easily  the  first  man  of  his  times  in  Connecticut,  and  the 
encomiums  pronounced  upon  him  after  his  death  cease  to  .seem 
extravagant  when  the  facts  of  his  life  are  studied.  He  was  governor 
in  times  which  demanded  a  strong  hand  and  an  unfliuchiug  will 
at  the  head  of  alVairs.  His  yearly  reelection  to  otliee,  till  death 
took  him  away,  shows  that  in  the  view  of  his  peers,  he  was  the  man 
for  the  times.  He  was  born  to  rule.  There  was  the  ring  of  com- 
mand in  his  voice,  and  an  aspect  of  authority  in  his  mien.  It  must 
have  been  an  imposing  sight  to  see  his  excellency,  when  invested 
with  the  authority  of  the  state,  proceeding  at  the  head  of  his  h'^use- 
hold  to  the  house  of  God,  to  engage  in  devout  worship.      \{  cioes  not 
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rotniiro  ii  very  vivid  iiiiagiuation  to  lioar  []n:  tiuiuij  of  batluliuiis  in 
his  inajt'stic  step,  iiiul  in  H(j(t  llu;  rijoveiu(!Ht  of  aniiifcH  in  his  (lij^nifiod 
lif^Mire.  ITe  wuh  by  far  the  abhjst  ^'ovenior  wliioli  ConiJC'ctiL-ut  had 
had.     He  easily  {•oiiiiiiaiided  the  phico  ol'  hoin^r. 

He  died  HiKhleuly  at  his  home,  in  New  Loudoi),  fVoui  ;i  Htroke 
of  ai)oplexy,  September  20,  1T2J,  iu  the  iiJty-iiinth  year  of  his 
a^e,  and  in  the  full  })ossessioii  of  all  his  rare  jjowers.  The  blow 
was  felt  throughout  the  colony.  A  vast  coi)cour.se  of  j>e<)ple 
gathered  at  his  funeral.  The  loss  was  mourned  throughout  New 
I'lnghiiul,  as  well  as  Connecticut.  He  was  buried  with  s<j|(?mn 
religious  ceremonies  and  imposing  niilitary  honors,  in  a  tomb 
which  he  had  prepared,  in  that  ancient  cemetery,  which  deserves  to 
be  called  New  London's  lUirial  Hill.  He  still  sleejis  in  that  histoiic 
spot  where  rests  the  dust  of  so  many  of  the  men  and  women  who 
had  a  hand  in  laying  the  f(niudations  of  this  matchless  liarb<jr 
town. 

The  high  estimate  ]3ut  upon  his  worth  of  cliaracter  and  rare 
ability,  may  be  learned  from  what  was  8aid  of  liim  after  his  death. 
The  Boston  News  Letter  of  October  1,  1724,  said,  "At  twelve  the 
next  day  he  expired,  to  the  almost  unexampled  sorrow  of  all  that 
saw,  or  since  have  heard  of  it,  not  only  through  all  that  government 
but  the  whole  land."  Kev.  ]^li]jhalet  Adams  said  in  a  disccjurse 
delivered  at  his  funeral,  "Who  did  not  admire  his  consummate 
wisdom,  ])rofouud  learning,  his  dexterity  in  business,  and  indefa- 
tigable a})plication,  his  intimate  aciiuaintauce  with  njen  and 
things,  and  his  superior  genius  ?  And  what  was  more  than  this, 
his  unaffected  piety  and  love  to  Ood's  house,  his  exact  life  and 
exemplary  conversation  ?  In  what  part  of  learning  did  he  not 
excel?  He  had  mastered  every  subject  which  he  undertook,  and 
nothing  could  escape  his  i)enetration.  How  great  did  he  a))pear 
whether  in  court  or  camp!  He  was  an  oracle  in  law,  and  uo  man 
was  better  read,  either  iu  the  agitated  controversies,  or  abstruse 
points  of  divinity." 

Upon  his  death  Dr.  Cottou  iNEather,  the  famous  Buston  divine 
preached  a  sermon  October  1,  17-24,  "in  conimemoratiou  of  that 
good  aud  great  man,  the  Honorable  Gurdou  Saltoustall,  Es(]., 
late  governor  of  Connecticut,"  which  was  "printed  bv  T.  Green, 
172 i,"  iu  New  London,  'i'he  text  was  Proverbs  XT  :  11,  "Bv  the 
blessing  of  the  upright  the  city  is  exalted."  Substituting  the  woi  1 
"colony"  for  "city,"  he   proceeds   to   set   forth  the  doctrine  that  "A 
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city,  yc.i,  every  society  tliut  1i;ih  moii  of  n  r'\-^\it  cliaiiicfer  in  it,  will 
by  tlio  blessing'  of  such  nion,  l)o  icmaikiibly  blr>ssc-(l  of  r;(><l,"uiiil  t<. 
ai)[)ly  it  to  (Jovenior  Siillou.stall,  in  words  Hiie  tliese,  "Wbo  arc  tin- 
men of  rectitude  (in  our  traiisliitio.ii  cdled  the  iipiij,'lit)  whom 
every  city  or  society  tlicy  Ix-lon;,'  to,  will  always  fare  better  for? 
A  coinj)endious,  a  coniprehensive,  and  an  unexceptionaljh;  answer 
nii^ht  I  at  once  j-ive  mdo  it,  by  only  saying,  'Mark  the  perfect 
man,  and  behold  the  upri-^lit,'  who  was  lately  to  b<-  si-en  at  tli* 
helm  of  the  (,'overument  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut."  In  a  letter 
of  condolence  to  Mrs.  Saltonstall,  he  speaks  of  him  as  "one  who 
liad  in  him  such  uncommon  (tollections  of  ail  that  ini;.dit  render  a 
person  moie  })recious  than  the  •,'olden  wedj^^e  of  Ophir."  In  closin*,' 
his  discourse  Dr.  ]\Iather  said,  "We  will  not  call  him  a  star,  but 
even  a  constellation  of  the  most  tidgid  endowments."  "And  vet 
these  were  his  lesser  excellencies  ;  unspotted  piety,  invicdate  inte;,'- 
lity,  exemplary  humanity,  were  what  yet  njore  potently  bespoke 
lor  him  a  })lace  among  the  excellent  of  the  earth."  Speaking  ot'  his 
assuming  the  guliernatorial  otlice,  Dr.  Mather  said,  he  "looked  on 
the  governmeut  cast  upon  him,  to  be  but  a  bctru.stment  lor  which 
he  was  accountable  to  the  glorious  one,  who  is  the  Lord  of  all.'' 

Much  more  might  be  quoted  from  the  almost  fulsome  eulogies 
which,  after  his  death,  were  pronounced  upon  our  fellow  townsman 
of  a  former  generation.  After  making  due  allowances,  we  have 
left  the  irresistible  conviction  that  we  have  been  considering  the 
life  of  a  man  who  was  )uicommonly  great.  His  ashes  rest  with  us 
in  the  Saltonstall  tomb  on  our  Burial  iiill.  His  descendants  are 
passing  away  from  our  midst.  Soon  nothing  will  be  left  of  the 
heroic  men  and  women  of  those  early  times,  but  the  graves  in  which 
their  bodies  repose,  awaiting  the  suuimons  of  the  fk-surrection 
morning.  They  helped  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  greatest  nation 
of  modern  tinies.  They  made  their  age  famous  and  colossal.  These 
annals  have  covered  one  of  the  Uiost  tumultuous  i)eriods  of  our 
colonial  history.  They  have  concerned  some  of  the  greatest  men 
who  ligured  in  the  early  days  of  this  most  marvelous  country.  The 
chief  figure  among  them  all,  who  was  prominent  in  the  civil,  social 
and  ecck'siastii-al  affairs  of  this  colony  and  of  this  city  for  more 
than  thirty  years  was  Glulon  SvLi'oxsT.vi.t.. 


Orders  Drawn  by  the  Selectmen  oe  New  London. 

JuNUAHY  18,  iTG'i— August  3,  17G6. 


MEMORANDA'.  OF  OllDKKS  DKAWN  J5Y  THE  SELECTMEN  ON  THE 
TOWN  TREASUIIEK,  17C4. 


Jan''  IS.  To  an  ord'  tlrawii  in  favour  of  { space  left  for  name] 
for  cleiiiisino-  the  Small  Pox  house  at  Harbour  inoutb,  £ 

To  au  ord'  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Truman  for  Sundry  Services 
done  an  Constable,  4_14_10 

Fcb"^  (').  ]\[emorand'"  of  an  Agreement  made  \v"'  Jerusliia  John- 
ston to  keep  a  Child  of  Elisabeth  Mullindines  Avhich  is  disordered 
w"'  a  breaking  out  untill  the  tirst  ^lunday  of  March  (She  havein'-' 
kept  S'  Child  Two  weeks  Since  before  S''  Agreement)  at  2/(j  per 
week. 

To  an  ord'  drawn  in  favour  of  Asa  Williams  for  keeping  \^''id- 
dow  Scrivenor,  O-lO-f     1 

To  au  ord''  drawn  on  the  Town  Treasurer  to  Indorse  the  Sum 

"    '' 
of   i;4:— 4-3  for  Service  done  on  the  Poor  house  by  Jedidiah  Brown 

on  S'  Jii'own  bond,  4—4-3 

Agreed  w'"  Cap'  Joseph  Prentiss  to  take  keep  A:  maintain  Ann 
alias  Christiane  Lilley  a  transient  woman  with  Cliild  from  the  dav 
She  lyes  in  for  the  Space  of  three  weeks  for  the  Sum  of  13/  jd""  week 
and  from  thi.>  Date  To  the  day  She  lyes  in  5/  p''  week. 

To  an  ord'  drawn  on  y"  Town  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Thomas 
INIinor  Constable  for  removing  old  . I  ones  to  Lyme  12/. 

March  5'".  Memorand'"  of  an  agreement  made  w"'  Jerusha 
Johnston  and  the  Selectmen  that  She  will  take  a  Girl  of  Elizabeth 
.MuUindines  till  the  age  of  IS  years  being  about  the  age  of  1*  years 
the  Town  allowing  her  5  pounds. 

March  23.     Memorad^  Iladlocks  agreement  Subscribed  to. 

Ap""  2'"'.  To  an  ord'  drawn  in  favour  of  Doci"^  James  Kogers 
for  Visits  and  ^Nfediciues  for  Giles  Harris,  £2 -0  '^ 


*A  faded  mark  before  the  i  makes  it  possible  that  this  may  have  bceu  14  years. 
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To  fill  orcr  drawn  in  favour  of  rniiist.V  danow  for  Sorvife 
(lono  for  John  Williain.s  liavin^r  tlie  Snmll  Pox,  £2   14-7 

To  an  orcT-  drawn  in  favcnr  ol'lMio'  :\Iiiianl  for  Notifyii.r,  tl,,- 
Select  men  of  Jolin  Williams  liavinw-  tlio  Small  Vox,  "co  (i 

To  an  ord.  drawn  in  favour  of  .Icru.sha  .loluiHtoii  for  toiidin" 
c^-  TaKin^^  Eliz"!  Mulindines  Child  until  it  Comes  to  the  a-o  of  1^ 
years  old,  °      ^.  ^^ 

Ai)nl  2,  17(i4.  IMemoraud'"  To  an  agreement  made  w'"  ('ui/ 
Joseph  I'rentis.swhoeomplaiuH  that  Chiintiana  Lilloy  at  his  hous.- 
hath  a  very  Sore  breast  and  needs  helj...  Whereupon  the  Select- 
men agreed  w'"  S"  Prentiss  to  take  care  .  >f  her  and  tl.at  his  wife 
doctor  .t  nurse  her  till  She  S>'  Lilley  be  recovered  to  Some  good 
measure  of  health. 

IMay  17'".  To  an  ord""  drawn  In  favor  of  Ann  Foster  for  Keeping 
Lyclia  J3ump  who  was  Pregnant  and  I^Iiscarry''  at  her  house,  CiJ-O-O 

July  2.  To  an  ord'  drawn  on  the  Collect^  of  the  Town  rate  In 
favour  of  M^  James  .Alumford  in  full  for  his  Town  Kate,       l^S-f     ] 

July  2""  1704.  Receiv"  an  ord'  from  the  Selectmen  on  the 
Town  Treasurer  for  Nine  Poun.ls  nine  ShiUfingsJ  Sc  ten  pence  for 
which  I  am  to  pay  S"  Sum  To  the  Jury  ^-  for  laying  out  a  high- 
way in  the  North  Parrish  in  y-'  year  1758  as  the  Pill  was  Ta.Ked.'' 

John  Hempsted. 

July  2.  To  an  ord  •■.  drawn  in  favour  of  Stutely  Scranton  for 
Exchan<;e  of  Land  for  Highway  Near  S"  Scranton,     '  .r;3_o 

July  lU,  lT(i4.  .Alemorandom  To  an  ord'  Drawn  on  Town 
Treasurer  infavouer  of  Eliphalet  Lester  for  Supporting  Christopher 
Chappel  with  the  Small  I 'ox  of  which  he  Died,  £22-0 

Aug"'  (j.     To  an  ord:  in  favour  Hadlock,  ,  2-0-U 

To  an  ord^  in  favour  of  Jer.  Tab..r  .t  Luther,      "'.  l_9..s 

To  an  ord--  drawn  in  faV  of  IMartha  Stark,      '  O-G-O 

To  an  ord^  drawn  in  fav'  of  Kzek'  Pox  for  I'lauk  tor  Bridge, 

5-15-0 

To  an  ord--  drawn  in  fav^  of  Clem'  Stubhins  for  removing 
Josh^  Prooks  and  Improving  his  Stuhbins  house  for  Small  Pox  for 
Chris'  Chappal,  ]-0-<> 

[Njov--  5.  To  an  ord""  Drawn  in  favour  of  W  Clem'  .Miner  oii 
Benja"  Brown  JnMor  Three  Cord  of  wood  on  David  Lester^ 
Land  for  Services  Done  for  S''  Lester. 


u    I 
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To  an  or<l(;r  Drawn  upon  Sam"  <!liain})lfMi  to  Diliver  to  Benj" 
Brown  Jii'  Sundry  Articulos  in  S''  ClianiplcnH  IuukIh  us  p"^  Invoice  Xc. 

U(^c'' of  Jon"  Smith  l)y  (liscoiint  of  Siindrys  ailvanccti  for  Ja" 
Smith  and  wilo  who  are  Siipjxn'tod  1)y  tlie  'l\jwn  tn(;  Snm  nf  I'li'i  t) 
whicli  hi;  advanced  for's  Son  .lonathaii  which  Sum  I'^liphahjt  Le.-ster 
recovered  against  S''  Son  and  i)aid  \>y  y"  'I'owii. 

Nov'  5,  17<)-i.      Memorandom. 

T(j  tin  ord'  Drawn  in  favour  of  (Ja[)'  Peter  Ifarris  for  a  Note  of 
Hand  (iiven  by  Miiss"*  Chai  lew  Bulkley  Nuth"  Sliaw  and  Titua  Hurl- 
but  in  behalf  of  the  To  /n-  for  ,Cl);}-14-(j  with  Interest  til  paid, 
(liven  Dec'  21'^',  ITOl.  S'  order  being  for  €111  (J  0  with  interest  til 
paid. 

To  an  ord'  Drawn  in  favour  of  Jt)hn  Wickwiie  for  £3-7-0  for 
keeping  Christia  [  J  Lileys  Child  15  weeliH  ([(,  4/G  p  week  to 
Nov  3". 

To  an  ord'  in  fav'"  of  Will'!'  Darrow  for  44/ 

Nov'  1:5,  17()4.  To  an  ord'  Drawn  in  favoni'  of  George  Dennes'8 
of  Norwich  for  Town  Measures  for  tiie  Sum  of  €7-4-11 

Dec'"  3.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Eph™  Brown  for  two 
pounds  Nineteen  Shillings  «fc  live  pence  for  Snndr  weights  tfc  Sun- 
<lrys  for  the  poor  house. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Sam"  Thompson  for  €1-0-0  for 
Transporting  a  parson  out  of  town  Si  Jack  ^Vak(■  into  town  tV:  Suu- 
ilrys  A:c. 

To  an  order  Drawn  in  favor  of  .James  Mumford  for  .€8-12-1. \ 
toward  an  accomp^  Mxibited  p'  Je'"'  Elderkin  for  Sundrys  c^c* 

To  an  order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Sam"  Champlea  for  €3-1-0 
part  on  accump^  of  Isaac  Lester  and  part  on  accomp'  of  Small  pox 
atfaire  lchob<  1  Bowers  Jn'. 

Memoruudoni  of  an  order  Drawn  upon  Cap'  Sam"  Champleu 
upon  I'lben'  liogers  accomjt'  to  pay  Say*^  Rogers  four  ponud  for 
makeing  a  Ditch  David  Lister. 

To  an  ord';  Drawn  in  Favour  of  Docl!^  John  Eliey  for  Service 
Done  Doctering  Lydia  CJreen  after  Miscarying. 

To  an  ord'  Drawn  in  tavour  of  M"'  John  Hempsted  for  .€77-9-1 
>■  To  an  Order  Drawn  In  favor  of  Nathan  Dowgless  for  €lO-8-S|| 
•for  Snndrys  poor  house  A:  towne  poor. 


*Noti)  in  the  mar(,'in:    '¥(!  order  not  Eiejul  So  not  pil." 
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Doc'"'  2-4.  To  an  order  Drawn  in  fiivoi-  of  Doc'  'riioni*  Coit  for 
C8-8-4  for  Suucliy  for  poor  house  to  2H  of  No'"  TiaHt. 

To  an  order  Drawn  In  favor  of  Stephen  Henii)Bled  for  Laying 
higli  way  ([/]  foxes  mill  for  tO-lO-O 

To  an  Order  in  favor  of  Je''  (Miapinan  lor  t^L  -Ki-O  for  Sundry 
Sarvibcs  Dun  for  town  Last  year. 


MEllOllANDOM  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN  liV  SKLKC'I'MEN  OF  N.   LONDON' 

FOR  YEAR  17(;r>. 


Jan'5  2-1,  n()5.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Je!!'  Miller 
Esq""  for  I'O-lH-O 

Fel)'^  4.  To  iin  Order  Drawn  in  fav(n-  Cap'  Sain"  Chaniplen 
for  Keepiup^  Isaac  T^ester  from  July  17(5  [  J  till  his  Detli  in 
Jan^^  17'",  1765  for    C 11-8-0 

C)-0  added. 

jMemornndom  of  an  Order  to  Sam"  (Uiamplenon  Das-id  Lesters 
accom])'  for  Keepin<i^  S''  Lester  40-~'/. 

also  to  Benj"  Brown  Jun''  Orders  to  take  some  wood  of  David 
Lesters  Rockfield  as  S''  place  Is  Leas[edJ  out  to  S''  Drown  i^  in  S' 
Lease  he  is  Restrained  from  Cuttinjy^]  wood  in  Consideration  of 
Keeping  S**  Lester  till  Spring. 

IMemoraudom  of  Orders  given  to  ^Iress  Jn"  Crocker  k  wi" 
Cam})  for  Supl3'ing  George  Lefavonrs  Avith  nesesierayfs]  they 
Taking  the  Advice  of  Cap'  Joshua  Raymond. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  In  favor  of  .lona'  Starr  for  Suportiug  \' 
burying  an  Indian  W'oman  Named  Patience  for  112-12-0  in  the  year 
17(52. 

Feb''^  11.  INIemorandom  of  an  Indenture  of  Patiance  Tinker 
Bound  to  Sam"  Beebe  3''. 

]\Iemorandom  of  agreement  with  M'°  i'^nglish  for  Eliz''  Water- 
man to  Improve  in  her  house  for  lOV  p'  C^uarter. 

March  y"  4'",  17(55. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Doc'  .Tohn  Ely  payable  to  w'" 
Coit  for  Sundry  accompts  Exibif  on  tile  on  accomp'  of  y^'  Small  pox 
for  .L7-3-G  with  In'  till  paid. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Corn"  E[)'  Dyer  for  Sundry 
Sarvices  for  town  North  parrish  Road  for  tl-J-ll  ()  with  In'  till  pal  1. 


:i  i)),  r 
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To  an  order  Drawn  in  favor  of  (Jeorj^e  Dolobear  in  \jart  of 
Bill  of  Cost  Taxt  f(n-  lli^Ii  way  North  parrish  f)ne  half  of  S"  IJill  i.s 
13  3-1) 

To  an  Oriler  Drawn  in  favor  of  CJeorgo  Minard  for  one  half  I>il| 
Cost  Taxt  Nortli  parrish  for  t:;{-8--9 

To  an   Order   Drawn   in  favor  of  John  Wii-kwire  for  Keeping 

Christian  M''  Lilleys  Cliild  to  this  day  H-W'A) 

]March  y'  9'"  we  Uec;'  .lames   ^lay  into  tlie  poor  house,  ye  14"' 

we  Ijea^ally  warned   S'  .lames  May  to  Depart  tliis  Town   in  preas- 

auts  of  Step"  Hemi)sted  ^:  -Jn"  Hemp''  Jun' 

April  I  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Caj)'  -John  lJra<lford 
for  C()-12-0  for  Kcepin;^^  liannah  ^Vateras  ^\i  Ivemoveing  lier  to 
Norwich. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  thorn'  Far^^o  for  Keepinj,'  Wid- 
dow  Scribner  for  Ll-O-ll. 

To  an  OrderDrawn  in  favor  of  Cap'  Joshua  Raymond  for  £I-S-8 
for  Sundrys  as  p""  Accomp'  on  tile. 

A])ril    11.      jNIemorandon    of  Sundrys    Advanced    for    Ezekiel 

Daniels  on  Town  Acu-om]/  in  Distress,  UO-ll-O 

April  24.     ^lemorandon  of  Sundrys  advanced  for  Ann  Calkin^'s 

on  Town  Accompt  about  X0-4-() 

^lay.     To  Sundry  Advansed  for  @  twice,  O-G-O 

May  3''.      To  an  order  Drawn  In   Favor  of  James  Ilorton  for 

i;0-ll  3  Expences  for  Indien  Com'"'"  i^c. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  In  favor  of  Dito  for  Expences  of  Selectmen 
Laying  out  hij!:hway  parrish  for  Cl-O-G  as  p'  accomp'  on  tile. 

June  3.  To  an  order  drawn  in  favour  Jedadiah  Brown  for 
work  done  for  the  Poor  house  the  Sum  of  t;4-G-(i 

an  order  drawn  for  S''  Sum. 

'lo  an  Order  Drawn  In  favor  of  John  I'lumb  for  Sundry 
Labour  for  poor  house  for  XO-12-0 

Juney*"  28"",  17(55.  Memorandom.  This  day  the  Selectmen 
Recovered  Judgment  against  Amos  it  John  Lester  for  two  thirds 
of  there  Fathers  Support  in  Behalf  y"  town.  Also  against  John 
Ward  for  2U7  p'  Year  toward  the  Support  of  his  Mother  Flizabeth 
Waterman. 

.Inly.     To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  James  Rogers  for  Sun- 
drys Advanc""  for  towns  poor,  i'2-15-[*J] 
To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of   Doc' John   Ely  for   Docteriu..| 
Isaac  Lester  for  Sundry  year,  fl-ll'-l 
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To  an  Order  Druwii  in  favor  of  Jolm  W'ickwire  for  Keeping 
Chrisliun  M^  LillejH  Cliildto  Hiis  tir.st  of  July  Instant  for  i:{--|t;--(    J 

To  an  order  Drawn  iii  favor  of  Sam"  IJill  for  liuryiiii,'  Jaicrotiii 

Smith  Ciiiid  Ac,  CO-l(j-() 

*"  To  an  order  Drawn  in  favoi-  of  M"  Ijiglisli  for  (^uart(  rs  Ileiit 

for  EliHcbelli  Waterman,  {:0--D)--() 

Aug'  5"'.  To  a  drarbillf  order  (liven  Sain"  rJuHtin  to  I'viisull 
HoLhard  for  goods  out  of  Iiis  Shop  for  inisporting  .laclc  Wake 
fri)ni  Lyme,  CI— :5— 1» 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  offlap'-To"  Printice  for  Keeping 
Nursing  »\:  ])octering  Christina  ^I"  Liliey  12  weeka  when  She  J.ny 
in  with  her  Bastard  Child  for  i.'7-7-i) 

To  an  Order  drawn  in  favor  of  Thoin"  Fargo  in  i)art  for  Keep- 
ing Widdow  Scribner  for  tl— (I--!) 

To  an  Order  Drawn  upon  Capt'  Hobbard  in  favor  of  Thonr 
Fargo  for  Shift  Cloath  lor  tlie  Widdow  Scribner. 

Sep'  2S.|  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  I'ritiee  Alden  f(jr  Sar- 
vice  Dun  for  town  on  accomp'  of  Abraham  Palmer  of  Hebron 
for  Ci--2-0 

To  a  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  John  (Jardinor  for  Clenseing  Small 
Pox  house  after  John  Smiths  Death  for  I'O— Pi— 0 

Oc'  2.  To  an  Order  drawn  upon  Colector  Dougless  in  favor  of 
Jedediah  Elderldn  for  Sarvioe  for  town,  jjiU- O— () 

Oc'  T",  n(i5. 

To  an  order  Drawn  in  favor  Charles  Jillery  for  Hu-/  owin 
Dowgless  to  pay  for  Keejting  Old  (loddard.  £1—10-0 

To  an  Order  J)rawn  in  favor  of  Dito  town  Treasurer  for  20'/ 
top'' to  John  lleinpstid,  Cl—O-O 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Thomas  IMinor  for  Sundry  Sir- 
vice  dun  for  the  town,  t.1-14-11 

Oc' 21.  Memorandom  of  Postage  of  Jona' Auston  under  tlie 
Inspection  of  George  Dolbear. 

Nov'  4.  To  an  order  drawn  upon  the  Town  in  favor  of  John 
W  ickwire  for  keeping  Christiana  M'  Liliey  Child  from  July  the  V 
to  Xovemb'  y"^^  l"'  being  17  weeks  and  4  days  Cf.  4/0  p'  week, 

i;4~0-0 


♦"DuteJ  Ju[uo]  last"  is  writtin  in  tlio  margin  of  tins  order. 

tTluK  looks  suBpiciously  like  "barbiU";  but  -'draw -bill"  is  sn^;t.(St>iI  as  the  worj  iiitencli.il. 

tin   a  niari;iual  note  >inUor  this  date  is  re>.ui\Kd:  "Klis.ibtth  Waleruiuii  taii.u  lu  )«r  raor 
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To  an  OY(V  aniwn  in  fav^  of  M^'  VnWci  for  Looking  fiftcT  F>lias 

Beel.o'H  OhiUlren  10  days  for  fear  of  th<-  Small  pox,  20  / 

To  an  Order  drawn  In  favor  of   (leor-e   KidiardH   to  answer  a 

bill  of  coHt  against  y"  town  m'"  Daions  caH(!,  i;(i--l--<) 

21.     To  an  Order  drawn  in  favor  of   lOlisha  .Minor   for  Service 

don  for  Klias  Beebe  in  Small  pox,  i;i--«i"(l 

To  an  Order  drawn  in  favor  of  ^MoHes  Warrin  for  Sarvice   Dun 

for  Elias  Heebe  in  Small  i»ox,  i:i--G-0 

Dec"'  2,  1705. 

To  an  Order  drawn  on  Coll(;tor  in  favor  Tlioni'  Fargo  for  Keep- 
ing Sarah  Scribner  to  y"  22  of  Dec'""  Ins'  for  u;-V.)-h 
To   an   order   drawn    in  favor   of  Cap'  Josliua    Ilaymoud  on  y'' 
Collei't(n-  for  Sundrys  p"^  his  acconip'  for  Cl-ii-O 
11'".     To  an  Order  Drawn  In  favor  of  K\)h"'  Brown  on   y"  town 
Treasurer   for   fixing   p'   Scaeles   for  towns  Ucc  A:  Sundry  for  poor 
house  fo)'                                                                                             ll— D--S 
Deb""  10.     To  an   Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  (Jeorge  B.  Ilurll/ut 
on  Town  Treasurer  cV  Sundry  for  Snplying  people  with  tlie    Small 
pox,                                                                                                       i;lS-l3-H 
To  an  i)rder  Drawn  in  favor  John  Bloy''   on  Dito  for  Dito, 

t:()--5-(i 
To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  Jt)hn  Hempsted  for   Silas  Whip- 
pies  Rates  for  £1-0-0 
To   an    Order   Drawn   in  hivor   Ilussel  Hol)bard    for  Dito   on 
Dito,                                                                                                   n-lT-D 
To  an   Order  Drawn  in  favor  -To'  Wicks  for  Dito  on  Colector 
for  ^0-18 
To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  Rubin  Hadloek  for  Sarvice  dun  y" 
town  on  treasnrer,                                                                            i;4— 5— 2 
Dec'"  21'.     To  an  Order  DraAvn  in  favor  of  Cap'  [  ]* 
AVheeler  for  Sundry  Advanced  on  acconip'  of  F  [               ]  Smith  a 
Soldier  who  had  the  Small  pox  (a.  .b)hu  [               ]  in  Feb'^  Last, 

a»-[        ] 
To   an   Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Decon  Tho'  Fo  [  J  for 

Sundry  Adancd  Small  pox  for  Klijas  Beebe,  £5-l-[  ] 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Sam"  Tabor  for  Small  pox, 

i:0--5-() 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Joshua  Moore  for  Sundrys  for 

Elijas  Beebe  Small  pox,  x8--l--H 

*A  Bimce  eucloseil  with  brackets  siguittes  that  words  have  been  torn  from  the  mar^iu  oi  tUe 

uagu. 


To   an    Order    Drawn   in   favor  nf  IVmIch  Allonl  for  tho  Uco  of 
liis  Cauoe  Small  pox,  CO— fj— 0 

To  an  Order   Drawn  in   favor  of  Jolm    Cliainjiaa  fi^r   2   Days 
Nursiu^r  Klijiis  JJoebe,  CO-IO-O 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Mary   Balver  for  Xijr.sia<,'  Stua" 
pox  for  I'^lijas  I>cebe,  C'l—l'.i-i) 

To  an  order  Drawn  m  favor  Nathan  Dowo-li.s.s  for   Siindrv   Ad-  " 

vauced  for  Small  pox,  Cl-B-'J' 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  ItnHsell  llobbard,  i:i--l2-ll( 

and  of  Sundryw  of   Intros' for  back  orders,  O-   1-   0 

i'iu-i:^-iU 

r  J     To   an  order  Drawn    in  favor  of  M'  [  j 

Cha])man  for  Snrvice  Dun  town,  C2-1 1-| 

[      )  James  Koi>ers  for  Simdrys,  CI --!-:} 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  Stejjhen  Flenipsted  for  SiindryH, 

^  C0--18--0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  m  favor  Cap'  T:  Iluilbiit  for  Sundrys, 

C8-1U--0 

'I'o   an   Order  Drawn  in  favor  Jn"  Hempsted   for   SiUKlrys  for 
poor   House,  r(;(j„'2-T< 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  Edward   Palms  for   Sundry   Ex- 
penees  Small  pox  20/,  C1--04-0 

28"'.     To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Doc'  Fosdick  for  Docter- 
ing  ]']lisal)etli  Watermans  liiiyer,  ,C7-3-() 

31.     IMemorandom  of  An    Indenture    of   Richard   Otis  Ju""  to 
Cap'  (fcorge  Kidd  for  five  yearw. 

Janry  G"',  I7G(i. 

To  an  Order    Drawn    in  favor   Jon'  Truman   for  Sarvice  Dun 
town  for  C •>—'»-  4 

Jau^>  8"',   17G().     Memorandom.      This  day    Ann  [  j 

Brouo-ht  to  i)oor  House  She  being  Sick  &  not  [able]  to  take  care 
of  her  Self.  Jan'>  the  20"'  1775  (she]  Dyed  att  the  poor  house  have- 
ing  Lived  there  12  [days. J 

.lan'^  22.     To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Elisha  [  J 

for  Sarvice  in  Small  pox  on  Colector  for  .Cf  ] 

Feb'>  3'',  nOG. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Joseph  Hoi  [         ]  for  makoing 
Shoos  poor  house  for  ri.-;!..-)Q 


«>J 


M  -.hiU:',']  '':,M  V:  ;w/;:l 
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To   an  Order  Drawn   in    favor  of  John  Wiokwire  for  Keeping 

ChriHtiiiuiu  iM'^  Lilleyb  Child  from  the  4'"  of  Nov'"  Last  to  thiH  day 

for  £2-18-0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Thadeiib  Beebe  for  Sarvice  dun 

Small  pox  for  i:l--ll--ll 

March,  17Cf5.     To  an  Order  Drawn  In  Favor  of  James  Hoii<jn 

town  Treasurer  for  Sum  i0~5-0 

April  7"'.     To  a  Order  Drawn   In   favor  of  Sarn"   IIolmeH  To 

Defray  the  Charge  (ieorge  Lef avers  funeral  on  Colector  for  tl-lO-G 

]\Iay  20.     To  two   Ordirs  Drawn  in  favor  of  Thorn'  Fargo  for 

C4— 10— 0  in  part  for  Keeping   Sarah   Scribner   Since  22'  of  Dec"' 

Last. 

[  1  177G. 

[To]  an  Order  Drawn  In  Favor  of  Nathan  [Dojwgless  for  the 
Sum  of  £21-5-!)^ 

[  Jh  Includes  Sundry  orders  Drawn  before  (Viz) 

[  J  order  in  favor  (Jeorge  Richards,         £0— 1— G 

[  ]  in  favor  Jon'  'I'ruman,  2—9—4 

[  ]  in  favor  Mary  Baker,  2-13-0 

[  ]  in  favor  of  himself,  '  4-8-lU 

[  .    ]  of  his  accps  to  y''  2  day  of  June  Ins',  5-13— ]| 

£21-5-0^ 

To  an  Order  Drawn  In  Favor  of  James  Daniels  for  Sarvice 
Duu  Smox  pox,  £0-0—3 

IMemorandom  of  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  Benj"  Atwell  for 
Suporting  his  Father  on  Colectors  for  Town  Rates  from  17G1  up  to 
June  170G  iVc. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  In  favor  of  John  Wickwire  for  Keeping 
Christiana  IM"  Liley  from  Feb^  3''  to  this  day  for  £3— IG-o 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Eze"  Fox  for  plank  for  bridges 
in  parrish  on  town  Treasurer  for  Sum  of  £2—8—0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  Thom^  Dinison  for  Removing  an 
Calking  to  poorhouse,  £0—5-0 

1760.  July  7"'.  To  an  Order  to  be  Drawn  in  favor  of  Thorn' 
Fargt)  to  Thorn'  Minor  for  £3-0-0 

So  allow"*.  If  more  Fargo  to  make  it  up.  If  Less  the  town  make 
it  up  £3-5-0  paid. 

To  an  order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Dito  on  y"  Colector  for  £1-11-0 
which  is  in  full  for  Keeping  Sarah  Scribner  to  this  day  6i  oaid 


:5H 


]  for  tli(i 
]  Vo.ric.H  (?)  (^Iiiip- 


Fargo  is  Indebted  to  tlio  town  tlu;  Siim  of  L'l--7-lI',  fc  f)*/  on 
minors  iico*. 

'I'o  iui   Ord(!r    Drawn    in  tavour   of  [  J  Hadlofl{  for 

Sundry  Sarvico  Dun  for  .lanics  Miiy,  [  J 

All-'  4'". 

To  an  ()rd(!r  Drawn   in  fiivonrof  Xjitlmn 
Sum  of  ,C23--8— 1  f(jr  SnndryH  AdvuiKX'd  | 
mauH  liaveinj^  y°  Small  i)ox  in  [  ) 

]\[emorandom  that  tliere  in  2  Notes  of  hand  Dopo[sited '  in  S'' 
Don<,fh!ss  i)and  one  in  favour  of  Israel  ^lorey  of  Hebron  for  y"  Sviin 
of  i;l'.>--0— 0  the  other  in  favour  of  lialph  »V  J'llezar  I'omroys  Said 
>.'otes  is  Given  in  S''  Dou^less  favour  »V  iire  to  be  (lolected  by  S'' 
I)ou<i;'less  If  i)osable  for  the  Uee  of  the  town. 

Sept'    ].       Meniorandom    of    an    Inih'iiture    made    of    Joseph 
Stevens  to  Sam"  JJnidford. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Jona'  Starr  for  Sum  of  l'0-|.S-(l 
for  Colhn  for  \v"l  Cardell. 

To  an  Order  Driiwn  in  favour  of  Cap'  Ju"  Prentice  for  Sundrys 

Advane"  for  Elizabth  Mullendine  for  t;2-U--0 

To   au    Order    Drawn    in    lavour  of  Doc'  Kaymond  for  Doc""^ 

George  Lefavors  in  year  \l(>iS  for  .CI~.S--f) 

^J'o   an   Order   Drawn  in  favour  of  M'  John  Dougliss  For  Doc'l 

Bill  for  Doc""*-'  Benj"  Rogers  Jos'.'  Son  for  L-2-1-2--0 

[To  an]  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Doc' John  Ely  [  ]y8 

Visits  iV'  Advice  about  francis  Smith,  t;l— 4— 0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  rion'  Smith  for  keeping  .lolin 

Smith  i*i:  Wife  from  Octob'  17()4  untill  may  1(1'"  ITtltl  for  Sundrys  as 

p''his  Accni})'  Exibited  for  the  Sum  of  Eighteen  jjoundin  full,  C  IS-U-O 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Jonl'    Lee   for   three   pounds 

10/0  upon   Ooleetor  Dowgless  for  Keeping  J^ydia  Bump  from  Feb^ 

15  to  Sep'  25'.!!  17G(),  1-3-IO-G 

]Memorandom  of  an  Order  Given  to  Ezekiel  Fox  to  Receive  a 

Yoal<  of  Oxen  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Robert  Waterhouse  D"'  he 

answering  Seven  pounds  ten  Shillings  to  m*"   Russell    Ilobbard    on 

the  towns  accp'.     This  Is  Settled  by  Discount  with  Town. 

.1.  H. 

Nov'"'  3.  Memorandora  of  an  Order  Given  to  Jn"  Hewson  to 
Nathan  Douglass  for  £0-o--t» 

Memoraudou  of  an  Indenture  made  of  Comfort  Chaj^pel  tn 
Amos  Bolls. 


V    t 


(tl  iVJ    li'^-fii)    !>• 


:}9 

]\roii)()rfui(loin  of  an  Tiideiiture  of  Sylvost-o)-  Afinor  to  Kzekiell 
Penibcr. 

To  two  Oideis  Drawn  in  favor  Jolin  ^\'i(;kw[ir<;]  for  KoAi\nu<r 
M"  Lilleys  (Jliild  to  tins  day  for  .£'){  J 

To  two  Orders  J)iawn  in  favour  of 'J'lionr[  i'\'irg(;J  for  Kt;o|jin<:^ 
Widdow  Seiibnor  in  full  to  y"  day  for  Cil  | 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  Mcdiitibal  Ifuntloy  Alis  Becdje 
for  Xuising  a  Kob'  Waterliouss  in  full  for  c()—b--i) 

])ec'"'  1.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Doc'  .lanjes  Ito^^'ers 
for  tlio  Sum  of  20V  for  Doctoring  rerssilla  I'luir^ten  a  Ti-anshant 
person  on  Town  Trtiitsurer,  CI— 0—0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favonr  of  Cap'  Xatlian  Dowgliss  for 
JSundrys  Advans''  for  town  on  y"  Treasurer,  t'l-g—O 

To  an  Order  Drawn  on  y''  t(jwn  'J'reahurer  In  favour  of  lOlislm 
Fox  for  250  foot  of  j)lanlc  for  a  Bridge  ijver  .Stoney  IJrook  by  EbeuT 
AViliianis  for  25"/,  £1-5-0 

^feniorandoni  of  an  Agreement  Made  with  m!^  W".'  DowglesH 
for  Keeping  Kufns  ]\[anworing  from  may  Last  untill  tluj  first  of 
May  Next  and  liuding  S''  Kufus  witli  Sutable  Cloathing  i^  vitleing 
for  tlie  Sum  of  t;i_10-0 

Dec'"  11.  To  au  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Sam"  Leacli  for 
buryini:;  a  Soldier  in   17(i2  for  tO-ll— ("> 

[To]  two  orders  Drawn  in  favour  of  Cap'  John  [Brajdford  for 
the  Sum  of  ,£3--13--9 

[  ]  Kxpenses  of  Select  men  l.aying  out  high  ways  in  the 

North  ]>arrish. 

[ToJ  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Ezek"  Fox  for  Sarvice  Duu 
Laying  out  highways  vt  for  Keeping  l']liz'!  Mullendine  for  the  Sum 
of  i::5-10-0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Stephen  Hempsted  for  Sur- 
veyeing    about  highways  lor  y"  Sum  of  .£1-17—6 

To  au  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  John  Hempsted  for  Suudrys 
advanc''  for  ])oor  house  t\:  Sundrys  Aie,  £2G— 1— lO.V 

To  au  Oriler  Drawn  in  favour  of  \\'^  Dowgliss  for  Sundry  Sar- 
vices  Duu  for  town  poor  house,  £ 

To  an  Order  Drawn  In  favour  of  Edward  Palmes  for  Sundry 
Services  Dun  for  town  house  ttc,  .£5—4-1 

To  au  Order  Drawn  in  favour  Cap'  Stephen  Prentice  for  Sar- 
vice Dun  for  town  ttc  for  the  Sum,  £0—18-0 

]\Iemorandom  of  an  agreement  IMade  with  Jedediah  Calldngs  to 
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wiutor  tlie  towns  Cow  for  4  Dollers  and  lie  to  Keep  Said  Cow  from 
tliis  time  to  the  10  of  May  Next.  April  i\*  af^'reed  he  to  have  the 
Calf  @  147  to  come  out  of  y"  above  25"/,  Due  11'/ 

Dec'"  '22.  To  an  Order  Drawn  In  Favour  (Ui],'  T:  Hurlbut  on 
Colec"  Sarvice  Dun  Laying'  IlighwayH  Sic  for  Sum  i;i-l'J--(» 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  ni'  Jer''  Cha  (  ]  for  Laying 

Highways  it  Sundry  Sarvice  Dun  for  £[  i 

To    an    Order   Drawn    in    favour  of  Doc'  Thorn"  [  J  for 

Doctering  (Pi  poor  house  in  full   Since  No'"  nG[  ]  this  day 

for  Sura  of  .£3!j-[         ] 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  c^f  Jason  A  [  ]  for  Vitle- 

ing  Selectmen  when  Laying  Highway,  ilOf  I 

1767,  Jan-"^  17.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  Thom»  Hemps 
[ted]  for  Carting  poor  house,  t;()_12-0 

Felj^y  22.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favor  of  Chris"  Darrow  Jn' 
to  pay  y"  .Jury  ct  Charges  of  Laying  or  Altering  a  highway  in  the 
N:  parish  @  y"  Motion  of  Joshua  Raymond  for  t;4--10-[     ] 

Feb'>  2,  17G7.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  Thom'  Fargo  for 
Keeping  the  Widdow  Scrihner  for  Sum  l'2-10-() 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  Nathan  Conistock  for  Sarvice 
duu  town  for  Sum  £0-0-0 

Memorandom  of  an  Indenture  of  Christopher  Leach  Son  of 
Sam"  Leach  Jn'  Made  to  John  Gorton. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Doc'  Raymond  for  Doc' 
Mary  Fargo  k  Nursing  Lust  year  for  .i;3-17--G 

Memorandom  of  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Benjl  Kelley 
for  0/  on  Colector  for  Releaf  of  his  Daugher  in  SutYering  Condition. 

[Memorjandom  of  an  Indenture  Starten  Dauiles  to    [  ] 

Curtice  of  Hebron. 

[INIareli]  y"  2^  17(57.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Thorn' 
[Fargjo  for  Sumof  £3--2--9  In  full  [  ] 

keeping  y"  widdow  Scribner  to  y«  3^  day  of  Instant  March  fin  con- 
sider] asion  of  9V8  Due  to  Ezek!  Fox  from  S'  Fargo  .V'  S''  Sum  Due 
to  S'^  Fargo  from  S''  town. 

[To]  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  John  Wickwire  for  Keeping  :\P 
K.  Lilleys  Child  to  3''  day  of  Instant  march  for  Sum  of         i;2-ll-0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  James  Brooks  for  Sundrys 
Advanc"  for  Sam"  Williams  as  p^  accorap'  on  file,  ii-i-8^ 


♦This  is  evidently  a  later  insertion. 
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IMeraoraiulom  of  a  Order  given  to  Sam"  ('liaiiii)leii  to  f^et  M'" 
Right  one  Biibiiell  ('oin. 

INIarch  I'i.  Memorandoin  of  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  Sam" 
ThonipHon  2''  for  Slioo.s  poor  house  for  tO-ll— 0 

A])ril  (>"'.  Memorandum  of  An  Agreement  made  with  tn" 
Peujber  to  keep  \'anintine  Manwering  for  fourteen  pence  \/  week 
from  the  first  of  J)ec'_"^  Lant  until!  fuither  orders. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  o\'  'I'hom'  [  J  on  Col- 

lect[or]  for  keeping  Valintine  Manwering  for  Sum  l'[  J 

To  au  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Kp''  B{  ]  for  Smith 

work  Dun  for  Town  for  £'0--l[  J 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  .lohn  Ivaymfondj  on  Colector 
Sundrys  for  poor  house,  tl— 10— [     J 

INIemorandonj  of  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  .loua'  Smith  on 
town  Treasurer  foi-  Sum  of  L'li()-i;}-() 

S''  Sun\  is  Ci)ntained  in  four  Orders  before  Drawn  k  now  Destroyed. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Cap' Nathan  Dougless  in  full  of 
Sundry  Orders  Drawn  before  for  tK-lT— 7 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Cap'  Guy  Richards  In  full  of 
Sundry  orders  Drawn  before  for  £19-8-2 

June  1.  jNIemorandou  of  a  Indenture  Made  of  Thorn"  (^uinlv 
to  John  Hem2)sted. 

Memorandom  of  a  Indinture  Made  of  Lucretia  Skarrot  to 
James  Cook  Jn""  of  Norwich. 

To  a  Order  Drawn  in  Favour  of  John  Wickwire  for  keeping 
Christian  jM"  Lilleys  Child  from  3'  of  March  to  y"  3''  of  June  Instant 
In  full  for  Sum  of  t'2-5-ti 

To  an  Order  Drawn  Upon  Cap'  Champlen  to  Let  Widdow 
Elizebeth  Wright  1  Bush"  Corn. 

[  Jtephen  Mogen  10  year  old  Sep'  Last. 

[June]  9"',  17()C).  Ann  Gardiner  Left  y"  poor  house  and  went 
to  Eze"  Foxes  upon  Trial. 

[July  I  1'.  To  an  Order  Drawn  In  Favour  of  Morriss  Fowler 
for  Digging  grave  for  Mary  Tinker  for  £0-6—0 

[D]ito  to  an  order  to  Nathan  Dougless  BOV  in  part  mary 
Tinkers  accomp\ 

[July]  6.  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  Favour  of  Cap'  Titus  ITirl- 
but  upon  Accp' of  Thorn' Fargo  for  Keeping  "Widdow  [Sirib'ner 
for  the  Sum  t:2--0-0 
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To  an  Order  Accepted  to  pay  to  Ee/.ek"  Fox  207  for  Tlioni' 
Kiirgo  fox*  Keeping,'  vviddow  Hcribiior. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  •favour  lA'  M"  J'emljer  for  Kef;piii^' 
Vulintine  Rlanwering  in  full  for  CO— l()_(j 

Aug'  iV'.*  To  an  Order  Drawn  in  fiivoiu  of  'J'iioni"  Fiirj^o  for 
Keepiuj,'  widdow  .Scribner  in  full  lOxcept  (Jloatiiiii','  for  .suui  of 

Cii-lO-U 

To  an  Order  J)rawn  in  favcnir  of.Ic/  l[(;lt  for  SliooH  for  poor 
liouse  as  p'  accj)'  on  lile  for  CO— 0-0 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  Tiniotliy  I. ester  upon  accp'  i^f  an 
order  Drawn  by  the  Selectmen  on  town  Treasurer  in  1T()2  on  David 
Lesters  accp'  ior  22V  for  which  S''  Lester  is  Indebted  to  y"  town. 

To  an  Order  Drawn  in  favour  of  Jo"  Hurlbut  .In'  for  Sundry 
advanc''  for  Snuill  pox  in  17(t2,  t;8— 14—4 

Meniorandom  of  an  Indenture  j\Iade  of  Amos  Minard  to  Benj" 
Atwell  2'.'. 


*In  the  margin  is  a  iiotu:  "to  yo  4  of  [ 


Mkmoihs  of  iimnCrK  WAl^niN(nM)N,  /%.,  Com- 
'nuinder  in  Chief  of  the  yhnerican  Forcts;  with  d  Si  rill  lU) 
Likeness  of  h'un  elegant! ij  e/tf/rdved.''''' 

r^  KNKUAL  Washington  is  the  third  son  of  Mr.  Auf^ustiiie  Washiiigton, 
^     a  mau  of  Itir-^'e  property  and  distinguiKhed  reputation   in   the 
province  of  Virginia.     An  ancestor  of  this  gentleman,  about  the 
period  of  tlie  HevoUition,  sohl  his  proi)erty,  near  Cave,  in  the  East 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  came  over  to  Virginia,  where  he  purchased 
hinds  in   King  George's  County  ;  and  it  was  here  that  tlie  General 
was  born  on  the  '2-2il  of  February,  I73M.     In  this  county  he  has  at 
this  time  tliree  brotliers,  Samuel,  John  and  Charles,  all  gentlemen 
of  considerable  lauded  property,  and  a  sister  who  is  married  to  Col. 
Fielding  Lewis.      His    elder  brother    Lawrence,    who   went   out   a 
Captain  in  the  Anuuican  troops,  raised  for  the   expedition    to   Car- 
tliagena,  married   the  daughter  of  the  Hon.  ^Vi^iam  Fairfax,  of  IJel- 
voir,  in  Virginia,  by  whom  he  left  one  daughter,  who  dvinir  young, 
and  his  second   brother  also  dying  without  issue,  the  General  suc- 
ceeded to   the  family-seat,  which,   in   compliment   to   the    gallant 
Admiral  of  that  name,  is  called  Mount  Vernon,  and  is  delightfully 
situated    on  the   Potomack   Iviver,  a   few   miles  below   .\le\andria. 
(Jeneral  Washington   is  the  eldest  son  by  a  second  marriai^e;  and, 
having  nevor  been    out  of   America,   was   educated  (as   youths  of 
fortune  in  that  country  generally  are)    under  the  eye  of  his  father 
by  private  tutorage.     A  slight    tincture  of  the   Latin  language,  a 
grammatical   knowledge  of  Ids  mother-tongue,  and  the  elements  of 
the   mathematics,  were  the   chief  objects  he  was  taught  to  pursue. 
For  a  few  years  after  he  quitted  his  tutor,  he  applied  himself  to  the 
practical  i)art  of  surveying  (a  knowledge  of  which  is  essentially  requi- 
site to  men  of  hindcul  property  in  tins  country)  ami  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  a  certain  district  in  Virginia  ;  an   employment  rather 


*Au  article  which  api>oareil  under  this  title  in  The  Universal  Magazine,  of  London,  in  March. 
ITHl,  six  iiioiiths  before  the  .siuTciuU-r  of  Coniwallis.    Tho  sketch  of  I'litiiam  printed  upon  page 

M  was  imlilisheil  in  a  ?*iii)|iliiueiit  to  tlie  issue  uf  the  DLCiiuln-r  foUnwing. 

Vohiiuu  OH  of  The  Universal  Miujazine  (Janiiiiiv,  17H1.  to  J,imi;iry,  17^'2,)  coutikiui  in  oacii 
inwubor  jjapers  relating  to  America  or  dispatches  from  the  British  forces  in  this  country,  aca  hiia 
recently  bioii  ^-iveii  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Uei.ry  R.  Bond. 
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creditable  than  lucrative  ;  tliougb  it  utTorded  liim  an  opportunity  of 
chubin^  some  valuable  tracts  of  land,  and  made  liini  tboruuf^lily 
acquainted  with  tbe  frontier  country. 

lu  1153,  when  the  (Jovernor  and  Council  of  \'ir<,'inia  received 
orderb  from  Knj^hiud  to  repel  by  force  the  encroaclimentti  of  the 
French  on  the  westfu-n  frontiers,  along  the  rivers  Ohio  and  de 
Boeul',  Mr.  WaHhington,  then  a  Major  in  the  provincial  wervice,  and 
an  Adjutant-g'eneral  of  their  forces,  was  dispatched  by  (Jovernor 
Dinwiddie,  with  a  letter  to  the  Commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
ou  the  Ohio,  complaining  of  the  inroads  they  were  makin^f-  in  direct 
violation  of  the  treaties  then  subsisting'  between  the  two  crowns; 
he  had  also  instructions  to  treat  with  the  six  nations,  and  other 
western  tribes  of  Indians,  and  to  engage  them  to  continue  firm  in 
their  attachment  to  England.  He  set  out  on  this  perilous  embassy, 
with  about  fifteen  attendants,  late  in  October;  and  so  fiir  succeeded, 
that,  on  his  return  with  Mo)  -sieur  de  St.  Pierre's  answer,  and  his 
good  success  in  the  Indian  negociations,  he  was  complimented 
with  the  thanks  and  approbation  of  his  country.  His  journal  of 
this  whole  transaction  was  published  in  Virginia,  and  does  great 
credit  to  his  industry,  attention,  and  judgment;  and  it  has  since 
proved  of  intinito  service  to  those  who  have  been  doomed  to  traverse 
the  same  inhosjjitable  tracts. 

Soon  after  this,  the  designs  of  the  French  becoming  more 
manifest,  and  their  movements  more  daring,  orders  were  issued  out 
by  Administration  for  the  colonies  to  arm  and  unite  in  one  confed- 
eracy. 'I'he  Assembly  of  Virginia  took  the  lead,  by  voteing  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  public  service,  and  raising  a  regiment  of  four 
hundred  men  for  tbe  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  the  colony. 
^Nfajor  ^Va8hington,  then  aljout  twenty-three  3'ear8  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  this  regiment,  and  before  the  end  of 
May,  in  the  ensuing  year,  came  up  with  a  strong  party  of  the 
French  and  Indians,  at  a  place  called  Red-stone,  which  he  etlectually 
routed,  alter  having  taken  and  killed  fifty  men.  Among  the  pris- 
oners was  tlie  celebrated  woodsman.  Monsieur  de  La  Force,  and 
two  other  Officers,  from  whom  Ool.  Washington  had  undoubted  in- 
telligence, that  the  French  forces  on  the  Ohio  consisted  of  upwards 
of  one  thousand  regulars,  and  some  hundreds  of  Indians.  Upon 
this  intelligence,  altho'  his  little  army  was  somewhat  reduced,  and 
intirely  insufficient  to  act  offensively  against  the  French  and  Iiulians, 
yet  he  pushed  on  towards  his  enemy  to  a  good  post ;  where,  in  order 
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to  Avait  the  arrival   of  some  exi)ecte(l  Huccor  from  New- York   ami 
PeniiKylvania,  ho  entreuclied  hiiriHelf,  uud  built  a  Hinull  fort,  called 
Fort  Necessity.     At  tluH  post  he  remained  unmolested,  and  witli- 
out  any  succor  until  the  July   following:  when    his  small    force, 
reduced   now  to   less   tliau  three  hundred  men,  was  att.ickcil  by  an 
army  of  French  and  Indians  of  eleven  hundred  and  upwards,  under 
the  command  of  the  Siour  de  V^illiers.     The  Virginians  sustained 
the  attack  of  the  enemy's  whole  force  for  several  hours,  and  laid 
near  two  hundred  of  them  dead   in  the   tield,  when   the   French 
Commander,  discouraged  by  such  determined  resolution,  jJi'oposed 
the  less  dangerous  method  of  dislodging  his  enemy  by  a  parley, 
which  ended  in  a  capitulation.     It  was  stipulated,  that  Col.  Wash- 
ington  should  march  away  with   all  the  honours   of  war,  and   be 
allowed  to  carry  otl:   all  his   military  stores,    effects,    and   baggage. 
This  capitulation  was  violated  from  the  ungovernable  disi)ositi<)n  of 
the  savages,  whom  the  French  Commariler  could  not  restrain  from 
plundering  the  provincials  on  the  ouiiset  of  their  march,  aiid  froui 
making  a  considerable  slaughter  of  men,  cattle,  and  horses.     This 
breach  of  the  capitulation  was  strongly  remonstrated  against  by 
the  British  Ambassador  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  may  be  looked 
upon  as  the  tsra  when  the  French  court  began  to  unmask,  and  to  avow 
(though  in  a  clandestine  manner)  the  conduct  of  their  Covernors 
and  Officers  in  America.     They  redoubled  their  activity  and  dili- 
gence on  the  Ohio,  and  in  other  places,  during  the  winter  of  1754:, 
and  the  following  spring.     Virginia  had  dutermiued  to  send  out  a 
lax-ger  force  ;  the  forts  Cumberland  and  Loudon  were  built;  and  a 
camp  was  formed   at  Wills  Creek,  in  order  thence  to   annoy  the 
enemy  on  the  Ohio.     In  these  several  services  (particularly  in  the 
construction  of  the   forts)    Colonel    Washington    was    principally 
employed,  when  he  was  summoned  to  attend  General    Braddock, 
who  with  his  army  arrived  at  Alexandria,  iu  Vii-giuia,  in  May,  1755. 
The  design  of  sending  out  that  army  was  to  penetrate  through  the 
country  to  Fort  Du  t^ucsne  (now  Fort  Fitt)  by  the  route  of  Wills 
Creek  ;   and,  as  no  person  was  better  acquainted  with  the  frontier 
country  than  Colonel  Washington,  and  no  one  in  the  colony  en- 
joyed so   well  established    a   military  character,    he    was    judged 
highly  serviceable  to  General  Braddock,  and  chearfuUy  quitted  his 
command  to  act  as  a  Volunteer  and  Aid  du  Camp  under  that  un- 
fortunate General.     The  particulars  of  the  defeat,  and  almost  tot'il 
ruin   of   Braddock's   army,    consisting   of  two    thousand    regular 
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Britinh  forcoH,  arnl  near  ei^^lit  hiirulied  prfiviriciulH,  are  too  well 
kuowii  to  ueed  a  repetition.  It  is  allosved  (jii  all  sideH,  tliat  tlif; 
haughty  behaviour  of  the  Oeneral,  his  hi^di  contempt  of  the  pro- 
vincial OIHcers  and  soldierH,  and  his  disdainful  obstinacy  in  ro- 
jecting  their  advice,  were  the  causes  of  tliis  fatal  disastf-i-.  With 
wliat  resolution  and  steadiness  the  provincials  and  tiieir  gallant 
Commander  behaved  on  this  trying-  occiision,  and  in  cftverinj,'  the 
confused  retreat  of  the  army,*  let  every  British  OtHcer  and  soldier 
confess,  who  were  rescued  from  slaughter  on  that  calamitous  day 
by  their  valour  and  conduct. 

After  General  Braddock's  disaster,  the  colony  of  Virginia 
found  it  necessary  to  establish  her  militia,  to  raise  more  men,  to 
strengthen  her  forts,  and  to  undertake  exiDeditions  to  check  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy.  In  all  these  important  services  Colonel 
Washington  bore  a  principal  share,  and  acquitted  himself  to  the 
utmost  satisfaction  of  his  country,  by  displaying,  on  every  occasion, 
the  most  perservering  industry,  personal  courage,  and  military 
abilities,  lie  was  again  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Virginia 
troops,  and  held  it  with  signal  credit  till  his  resignation  in  1751), 
when  be  married  his  present  lady,  the  young  widow  of  Mr.  Curtis. 
With  her  he  had  a  fortune  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  in 
her  own  right,  besides  her  dower  in  one  of  the  principal  estates  in 
Virginia.  From  this  period  he  became  as  assiduous  to  serve  the  State 
as  a  Senator,  as  he  had  hitherto  been  active  to  defend  it  as  a 
soldier.  For  several  years  he  represented  Frederick  County  ;  and 
had  a  seat  for  Fairfax  county,  at  the  time  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Assembly,  iu  conformity  with  the  universal  wishes  of  the  people,  to 
be  one  of  their  four  delegates   at  the  first  general  Congress.     It  J 

was  with  no  email  reluctance  that  he  engaged  again  in  the  active  I 

scenes  of  life;  and,  from  every  thing  that  has  hitherto  appeared  in  I 

the  character  and  conduct  of  this  extraordiuar}-  man,  it  may  easily 
be  believed,  that  no  motives  but  such  as  spring  from  a  most  disin- 
terested patriotism  could  have  ever  prevailed  ujion  him  to  relin- 
quish the  most  refined  domestic  pleasures,  wdiich  it  was  ever  iu  his 
power  to  command,  and  the  great  delight  he  took  in  farming  and 
in  the  improvement  of  his  estate.  General  Washington  is,  perhaps, 
the  greatest  land  holder  in  America  (the  proprietors  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  Maryland,    and  the  Northern  Neck  excepted);  for,  beside? 

*Seo  Captain  Orme's  Letter  to  Governor  Diiiwiddie,  and  also  the  other  Accounts  of  that  Day. 
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liis  lady's  fortuiio,  ftiid  ten  IIiouhhikI  j)f>nr)(ls  falling  to  birn  Ijy  the 
(U!!itli  of  hor  only  (laughter,  he  has  largo  tracts  of  land  tal<(;n  up 
l)y  hiiDsolf  early  in  life,  some  conHideral)le  piirchaHOS  riiad<!  from 
(^rticern  who  had  lands  alotted  theni  for  their  services;  and  has 
moreover,  made  great  additions  to  his  estate  at  .Mount  N'ernon.  It 
is  impossible  in  this  country,  as  in  Kngland,  to  rate  the  value  of 
estates  by  their  annual  rent  or  income,  because  they  are  univer- 
sally tilled  by  negroes,  and  in  the  hands  of  landholders,  (ieneral 
Washington's,  however,  will  not  be  over-rated,  if  set  down  at  a 
good  four  thousand  pounds  English  per  annum,  and  his  whole 
property  could  not  be  bought  for  forty  years  purchase. 

AVIien  it  was  determined  at  length,  in  (Congress,  after  every 
step  towards  an  accommodation  had  failed,  and  every  petition  from 
America  had  been  scornfully  rejected,  to  repel  by  foi'ce  the  coer- 
cive measures  of  Great  Britain,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  Continent 
were  immediately  turned  upon  I\Ir.  Washington.  With  one  com- 
mon voice  he  was  called  forth  to  the  defence  of  his  country;  and  it 
is,  perhaps,  his  peculiar  glory,  that  there  was  not  a  single  inhabi- 
tant of  these  states,  except  himself,  who  did  not  api)rove  the 
choice,  and  place  the  firmest  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  abili- 
ties. He  airived  at  Cambridge,  in  New-I^]ngland,  in  July,  177'), 
and  there  took  the  supreme  comuiand  of  the  armies  of  America. 
He  was  received  at  the  camp  with  that  heart-felt  exultation  which 
superior  merit  can  alone  inspire,  after  having  in  his  progress 
throu'.4h  the  several  states  received  every  mark  of  aiTectif>n  and 
esteem  which  they  conceived  weie  due  to  the  man,  to  whom  the 
whole  continent,  looked  up  for  safety  and  freedom. 

.As  he  always  refused  to  accept  of  any  pecuniary  apj)ointment 
for  his  public  services,  no  salary  has  been  annexed  by  Congress  to 
his  important  command,  and  he  only  draws  weekly  for  the  expences 
of  his  public  table  and  other  necessary  demands.  General  Wash- 
ington, having  never  been  in  Europe,  could  not  possibly  have  seen 
much  military  service;  yet  still,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  he  was  by 
much  the  most  proper  man  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  an  American 
army.  The  very  high  estimation  iu  which  he  stood  for  integrity 
and  honour,  his  engaging  iu  the  cause  of  his  country  from  senti- 
ment and  conviction,  his  moderation  in  politics,  his  extensive 
property,  and  his  approved  abilities  as  a  Commander,  were  motives 
which  necessarily  obliged  the  choice  of  America  to  fall  upon  hitn. 
That   Natu)-e   has    given    him    extraordinary    military  talents  will 
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hardly  be  controverted  by  liis  iiioHt  bitter  enemieH;  and,  liaviug 
been  early  actuated  witli  a  warm  passion  to  serve  his  country  in 
the  military  line,  he  lias  fi^reatly  improved  theni  by  unwearied  in- 
dustry, and  a  close  application  to  the  best  writers  upon  tactics,  and 
by  a  more  than  common  method  and  exactness:  and,  in  reality,  wlien  it 
conies  to  be  considered,  that  at  first  lie  only  headed  a  body  of  men 
intirely  una(^|uainted  with  railitai'y  discipline  or  operations,  some- 
what un{,'overnal)le  in  temper,  and  who  at  best  could  only  be  styled 
an  alert  and  good  militia,  actiiifi:  under  very  short  enlistments,  un- 
cloathed,  uuaccoutred,  and  at  all  times  very  ill  supplied  with  ammu- 
nition and  artillery;  and  that  with  such  an  army  he  withstood  the 
progress  of -near  forty  thousand  veteran  troops,  plentifully  provided 
with  every  necessary  article,  commanded  by  the  bravest  Otlicers  in 
Europe,  and  supported  by  a  very  powerful  navy,  which  eftectually 
prevented  all  movements  by  water:  it  may  hereafter  be  pronounced, 
pei-haps,  that  General  Washington  was  one  of  the  greatest  military 
ornaments  of  the  present  age. 

General  Washington  is  now  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
He  is  a  tall  well-made  man,  rather  large-boned,  and  has  a  tolerably 
genteel  address.  His  features  are  manly  and  bold;  his  eyes  of  a 
bluish  cast,  and  very  lively;  his  hair  a  deep  brown;  his  face  rather 
long,  and  marked  with  the  small  pox;  his  complexion  sunburnt,  and 
without  much  colour;  and  his  countenance  sensible,  composed,  and 
thoughtful.  There  is  a  remarlial)le  air  of  dignity  about  him,  with 
a  striking  degree  of  gracefulness.  He  has  an  excellent  under- 
standing, without  much  quickness;  is  strictly  just,  vigilant,  and 
generous;  an  allectionate  husband,  a  faithful  friend,  a  father  to  the 
deserving  soldier;  gentle  in  his  manners;  in  temper  rather  reserved; 
a  total  stranger  to  that  bigotry,  which  has  so  often  excited  Christ- 
tians  of  one  denomination  to  cut  the  throats  of  those  of  another; 
in  his  morals  irreproachable;  he  was  ever  known  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  the  most  rigid  temperance:  in  a  word,  all  his  friends 
and  acquaintance  universally  allow,  that  no  man  ever  united  in  his 
own  person  a  more  perfect  alliance  of  the  virtues  of  a  Philosopher 
with  the  talents  of  a  General. 

Such  is  the  great  character  which  General  Washington  has  ac- 
quired amongst  his  countrymen:  nor  do  we  find  that  it  has  been 
disallowed,  even  by  his  bitterest  enemies  in  this  island.  Hi'* 
humanity,  however,  has  received  no  additional  lustre  from  his  severe 
treatment  of  the  late  unfortunate  Major  Andre.     Whatever  may  be 
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the  opinion  of  military  caHuiHtH  on  tliiH  point  it  is  certain  that 
Cruelty  never  atcliievod  such  gh)riouH  concjuests  as  Humanity.  Tlie 
ordinary  hiws  of  war  may,  to  little  minds,  he  deemed  inviohible;  but 
the  truly  great  man.unactuated  by  the  meaner  views  of  poHtics,  will 
iind  occasions,  in  which  he  may  nobly  triumph  over  common  forms. 
As  to  the  military  talents  of  this  General,  every  volume  of  our 
Magazine  will  enable  our  readers  to  judge  of  them  in  that  ample 
History  we  give  every  month  of  the  unhappy  Disputes  between 
(Jreat  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies. 


Ankcdo'I'ks  of  tJie  hite  celebrated  A  mcriciiii  (lenevdl  IN  in  am. 

[From  the  (lt,-nernl  History  of  Connecticut.) 

\  A /E  read  that  David  slew  a  lion  and  a  hear,  and  affp/rward.-i  that  Saul 
"■  traded  liim  to  light  Goliah*  In  I'omfiot  lives  folonel  Israel 
I'utiiaui,  who  slew  a  she-bear  and  her  two  cubs  with  a  billet  of 
wood.  The  bravery  of  this  action  brouglit  him  into  public  notice: 
and,  it  seems,  he  is  one  of  Fortune's  favourites.  The  story  is  as 
follows: — In  17o4,  a  large  she-bear  came  in  the  night  from  her  den, 
which  was  three  njiles  from  ^Ir.  rutnam's  house,  and  took  a  sow 
out  of  a  pen  of  his.  The  sow,  by  her  8(|ueaking,  awoke  ]\fr.  I'nt- 
nam,  who  hastily  ran  in  his  shirt  to  the  poor  creature's  relief  ;  but 
before  he  could  reach  the  pen,  the  bear  had  left  it,  and  was  trotting 
away  with  the  sow  in  her  mouth.  Mr.  Putnam  took  u))  a  billet  of 
wood,  and  followed  the  screamiugs  of  the  sow,  till  he  came  to  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  where  the  den  was.  Dauntless  he  entered  the 
horrid  cavern;  and,  after  walking  and  crawling  upon  his  hands  and 
knees  for  fifty  yards,  came  to  a  roomy  cell,  where  the  bear  met  him 
with  great  fury.  He  saw  nothing  but  the  fire  of  her  eyes  ;  but 
that  was  sufllicient  for  our  Hero;  he  accoidiugly  directed  his  blow, 
which  at  once  proved  fatal  to  the  bear,  and  saved  his  own  life  at  a 
most  critical  moment.  Putnam  then  discovered  and  killed  two 
cubs;  and  having,  tliough  in  Egyptian  darkness,  dragged  them  and 
the  dead  sow,  one  by  one,  out  of  the  cave,  he  went  home,  and 
calmly  reported  to  his  family  Avhat  hud  happened.  Tlie  neigld'ours 
declared,  on  viewing  tlie place  by  torchlight,  that  his  exploit  exceeded 
tliose  of  Sampson  or  David.  Soon  afterwards  the  General  Assembly 
appointed  Mr.  Putnam  a  [jieutenaut  in  the  army  marching  against 
Canada.  His  courage  and  good  conduct  raised  him  to  the  rank  of 
Captain  the  next  year.     The  third  year  he  was  made  a  Major;   and 


*In  a  note  at  tliis  pcjint  the  editor  .says  : 

"Tlio  Auouyuious  .\utlior  of  tins  work,  who  writes  with  extreme  viruleuce  against  the 
Americans,  freciuontly  introdiu-es  thcMe  Scripture  allusions,  with  an  apparent  view  of  ridiculing 
aU  the  religious  Kccts  in  Connecticut,  except  the  Epi.-icopalians,  the  Presbyti'iians,  and  f'le 
Sandi'inonians.  He  is  uudnubtedly  well-informed  in  the  History  of  this  country;  but  how  fat- 
such  an  excess  of  party  raye  may  invalidate  that  credit,  whicli  mitjlit  otherwise  be  due  ti  his 
History,  must  be  left  to  the  Moderate,  the  Candid,  and  the  Disceruing." 
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tlic  fourtli  a  Colonel,  I'utrmin  nnd  Roj^erK  were  the  Ilerofs 
tliioii<^'li  the  last  war.  I'utnam  waw  so  hardy,  at  a  time  when  the 
Indians  had  killed  all  his  men,  and  completely  hemmed  him  in  up- 
on a  liver,  as  to  leap  into  the  sticani,  whicli  iti  a  minute  carried 
him  down  a  stujjendous  fall,  where  no  tree  could  pass  without  beinj,' 
torn  in  pieces.  The  Indians  reasonahly  concluded  that  Putnam, 
their  terrible  enemy,  was  dead,  and  made  their  report  accordin;,dy 
at  Ticondero^ni;  but  soon  after,  a  scouting  party  found  their  .sad 
mistake  in  a  blootly  rencontre.  Some  tew  that  got  oil"  declared 
that  Putnam  was  yet  living,  and  that  he  was  the  first  son  of  II ob- 
bamockow,  and  therefore  immortal.  However,  at  length,  the  In- 
dians took  this  terrible  warrior  prisoner,  and  tied  liim  to  a  tree; 
where  he  hung  three  days  without  food  or  drink.  They  did  not 
attempt  to  kill  him  for  fear  of  ofifending  Iloijbamockow;  but  they 
sold  him  to  the  French  at  a  great  price.  The  name  of  Putnam  was 
more  alarming  to  the  Indians  than  cannon,  and  they  never  would 
tight  him  after  his  escape  from  the  Falls.  He  was  afterwards  re- 
deemed b}'  the  Knglish. 


The  Act  of  lucorporation  allows  the  New  l.omlou  Couuty 
Historical  Society  to  hold  property,  aud  any  bequest  may  be 
made  for  specific  purposes,  as  fund  for  permanent  building,  for 
printing,  or  for  the  general  expenses  of  the  society,  as  desired. 

The  form  for  such  bequest  is  as  follows  : 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the    New   London  County  Historical 

Society,  the  sum  of dollars  the  same  to  be  applied 

to  the fund  of  said  society,  to  be  used  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  ot^cers  of  said  society  for  the  purpose  named. 


REPORT 

OF 

THE    ANNUAL    MEETING, 

1893. 


The  annual  nieetin-;  of  the  New  London  County  Historical 
Society  was  held  on  Wednesday,  September  6,  1893,  in  the  Society's 
room  in  the  Public  Library  building,  of  New  London,  Connecticut, 
the  Hon.  C.  A.  Williams,  president,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  treasurer,  C.  B.  Ware,  Esq.,  read  his  report,  showing  the 
receipts  for  the  past  year  to  have  been  $250  36,  and  the  expenditures 
1^225.00,  leaving  a  balance  of  $31.30.  He  also  said  that  the  society 
had  a  printing  fund  of  $50  and  a  miscellaneous  fund  of  $125  in  the 
Savings  Bank  of  New  London. 

The  secretary,  Thomas  S.  Collier,  Esq.,  then  read  his  report. 

SECRETAUY'S  EEPOKT. 
J/r.  President  : 

The  secretary  would  respectfully  report  that  contributions  have 
been  received  from  the  following  persons  and  societies: 

Books  and  pamphlets  from  the  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Society,  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Haven  Colony,  Dedham,  Hyde 
Park,  Fairlield  County,  Buffalo,  Western  Reserve,  Oneida  County, 
Old  Residents  of  Lowell,  Ohio,  Philadelphia,  Archieological,  Kansas 
State,  Iowa  and  NeAv  York  Historical  Societies;  from  Yale,  Harvard, 
Oberhn,  Trinity,  Leland  Stanford  and  Pennsylvania  Universities  ; 
from  the  New  York  State  Library,  the  Boston  and  San  Francisco 
Public  Libraries,  the  Salem  Press  ;  and  from  Hon.  R.  C.  Winthrop, 
Jr.,  of  Boston,  Hon.  C.  A.  Russell,  Hon.  John  T.  Wait,  Mrs.  Lora  C. 
Learned,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Elliot,  C.  B.  ^Vare,  A.  D.  Osboru,  the  Cm- 
necticut  State  Library,  C.  W.  Park  and  the  secretary.     Curiosiiiea 
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have  been  received  from  Mrs.  IVI.  L.  I'Mliot  uihI  fOliliu  If.  Potter  • 
and  CJeorgo  T.  IMarsliall  has  presented  the  sofMcty  with  several  tine 
autographs  of  different  Presidents. 

Mr.  Potter's  eontril)uti()u  is  an  interesting  local  laiid-inark  of 
Groton. 

Mr.  Winthrop's  contribution,  a  full  set  of  the  published  Wiii- 
throp  Papers,  is  an  exceedingly  valuable  one,  aud  the  contributions 
for  the  year  are  tine  additions  to  our  collectioii. 

'I'he  secretary  is  pained  to  report  the  death  of  Jas.  E  fjoddard, 
Esq  ,  an  old  and  valued  member. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Tuos.  S.  ( '01.1,1  KK,  Secretary. 

The  reports  of  the  treasurer  and  sec-retary  were  accepted  and 
ordered  on  file,  and  the  old  board  of  otlicers  was  re-elected. 

Arrangements  for  a  mid-winter  meeting  in  Norwich  were  dis- 
cussed, and  the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  composed 
of  the  president,  secretary,  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Stark,  Dr.  S.  L.  lUake 
aud  Major  B.  P.  Learned. 

The  Hon.  C.  A.  Williams  and  C.  B.  Ware,  Esq.,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  consider  the  purchasing  of  a  cabinet  aud  to  see  to 
the  binding  of  valuable  books,  pamphlets,  etc. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Blake  spoke  of  the  need  of  obtaining  photographs, 
before  it  is  too  late,  of  some  of  the  old  and  historic  houses  of  New- 
London  and  vicinity  that  may  soon  be  removed.  The  Hempstead 
house,  the  Robinson  house  on  Ocean  avenue,  and  the  James  Avery 
place  at  Poc[uonoc,  once  the  old  New  London  meeting-house,  and 
which  was  moved  from  here  to  Poquonoc,  were  mentioned.  Dr. 
Blake  suggested  also  that  some  of  the  gravestones  in  the  First 
burying  ground  should  be  re-cut. 

INIr.  Williams  replied  that  those  members  of  the  society  who 
owned  cameras  ought  to  see  their  duty  plain  before  them  in  tlte 
matter  of  furnishing  photographs. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had  given  curiosities  and  relics 
was  passed,  and  the  lion.  Benjamin  Stark  and  John  McGinley,  Esq., 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  resolutions  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  James  E.  Goddard. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  the  afternoon  session,  held 
at  2.30  o'clock  in  the  Parish  house,  at  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bhiko  read 
a  paper  on  the  lite  aud  services  of  (Jurdon  Saltoustall. 


'•,»*,<  ^o 
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REPORT  OF  A  SPECIAL  MEETING, 

NOVEMDKK    2,    WJ'.i. 

A  meeting  of  the  New  London  County  Historical  Socidy  was 
held  on  Tliursday,  November  2,  1H\)'^,  in  its  room  in  tlie  Public 
Library  building. 

After  the  njeeting  had  been  called  to  order,  the  Hon.  C  A. 
Williams,  president,  rose  and  said  : 

"This  special  meeting  of  the  New  London  County  Hibtorical 
Society  has  been  called  in  order  that  action  may  be  taken  looking 
towards  the  appointment  of  a  secretary  in  succession  to  the  late  'Sir. 
Collier.  Before  ])rocoeding  to  the  stated  business  of  the  meeting, 
I  desire  briefly  to  expiess  the  sense  of  loss  realized  by  the  death  of 
our  late  secretary.  1\L-.  (/ollier  was  a  man  eminently  lifted  by  natural 
gifts  to  till  the  position  now  vacant.  Li  addition  he  brought  to  the 
work  a  devoted  loyalty  and  unwearied  perseverance.  At  a  time 
when  interest  languished  he  became  the  center  and  stay  of  a  new 
movement,  and  with  patient  energy  woilced  steadily  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  association.  His  eflforts  largely  increased  the  roll  of 
membership,  and  the  contributions  fron\  his  pen  added  value  to  the 
papers  of  the  society.  lie  has  been  taken  from  his  work,  and  those 
who  were  here  associated  with  him  sincerely  mourn  the  loss  sus- 
tained, and  unite  in  the  desire  that  his  memory  may  be  fittingly 
commemorated.'' 

A  committee  consisting  of  the  lion.  C.  A.  Williams,  Mr.  Walter 
Learned  and  ^h'.  George  F.  Tinker  was  chosen  to  recommend  a 
successor  to  ]\rr.  Collier,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  until 
Thursday,  November  IG,  at  which  session  Miss  May  Kelsey  Cham- 
pion was  elected  secretary. 
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AVliittlesey  George  D.,  Esq. 
AV^arrinev  S.  I).,  Esq. 
Withey  AV.  E ,  Esq. 

Norwich. 
Aiken  Gen.  W.  A. 
Carroll  A.  P.,  Esq. 
Gibbs  E.  \V.,  Esq. 
Learned  B.  P.,  Esi]. 
Palmer  G.  S.,   Ksq. 
Perkins  .Miss  Mary  E. 
Slater  W.  A.,  Es(|. 
Trumbull  Jnoa.,  Kh([. 
Wells  Hon.  D.  A. 
\\\x\i  Hon.  J.  T. 

Groton. 
Allen  Rev.  N.  T. 

Cash  ]\lr8.  Adah  J. 

Brock ington  Mrs.  Anna  M. 

Mystic. 
Barber  O.  JM.,  M.  D. 
Bucklyn  Prof.  J.  K. 
Clifl  Horace,  Esq. 
[landall  Hon.  E.  P. 
Williams  Capt.  .Inc.  E. 

Stoni)i(jton. 
Hill  Uev.  C.  J. 
Palmer  Ira,  Esq. 

Boston,   Jifass. 
Chester  W.  R,  Esc^. 
Haven  H.  C,  M.  D. 
Fuller  J.  R.,  M.  D. 
Nordell  Rev.  P.  A.,  D.  D. 


Neio  York. 
Bentloy  (ien.  G.  W. 
Clark  J.  .1.,  Escj. 
Go<l<bir(l  W.  li.,  Escj. 
Clark  Slater  C,  Esq. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Smith  H.  Allen,  Es(j. 

Hartford. 
Wooilward  P.  H.,  p]&q. 

Monlvilie. 
Burchard  W.  M.,  M.  D. 
Palmer  Hon.  E. 

Paxtoii,  Mass. 
Bill  Ledyard,  Esq. 

Ckicayo. 
Johnson  Rev.  J.  G.,  D.  I). 

Greenwich. 
Greene  Miss  M.  A 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Gardiner  C.  C,  Esq. 

Galesville,  It.  I. 
Lamphere  C.  T.,  Esq. 

Waterford. 
Rogers  S.  H.,  E.si|. 

Colcheste)\ 
AVillard  S.  P.,  Esq. 

Franklin. 
Woodward  R.  W  .,  Esq. 
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Torrincjton. 
Turner  L.  G.  E8(|. 


Hartford. 
'rrumbull  Hon.  J.  H. 
lloadley  C.  J.,  Esq. 

Boaton. 
Dean  J.  W.,  Esq. 


Brighton,  ICntj. 
Sanders  Miss  ]Murie  Armitaj^e. 


HONOllAUY. 


nu(/-alo. 
Ila/.ard  lion.  G.  .S. 


F 
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